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Noreen & Joe are eager to welcome you to their

Hertel Avenue Gem.
Korona Jewelry started
in 1900 with Joe Korona's
grandfather, John Florek.
John was a watchmaker,
and also sold jewelry. He

Lighting the

With the holiday season
officially upon us, it's im-
portant to make time to
celebrate with family and
friends and holiday light-
ing is a key part of those
festivities. By following a
few simple tips customers
can benefit from a more en-
vironmentally friendly, safe
and cost-effective way to
light up the holiday season.

One of the best solu-
tions for holiday decorat-
ing needs is the use of LED
lighting. These energy-ef-
ficient miniature or light-
emitting diode (LED) lights
have definite advantages
over traditional lighting be-
cause they use 90 percent
less energy which results
in significant savings.“The
cost of LED lights is more

moved from New Jersey to
Buffalo in 1915, and estab-
lished his business at 360
Amherst St., near Grant
Street, in Blackrock. The

welry

store remained in that loca-
tion for 88 years; moving to
the present location at 1588
Hertel Ave. (near Parkside)
in 2004.

Today, Korona Jewelry is
owned by Noreen Korona
and her husband, Joseph
Korona. Both have trained
at the Gemological Institute
of America (GIA) in New
York and Los Angeles. Joe
has a Graduate Gemology
degree, as well as training
in diamond setting and jew-
elry repair. While an expert
in diamonds, Joe has a great
interest in many more un-
usual colored stones as well.
Tsavorite, spessartite, and
gems mined in the U.S. such
as; tourmalines, and Oregon
sunstones for example.

Noreen has studied jew-
elry repair and pearl string-
ing. She has developed her

(con't on page 6)

Holiday Season Safely
and Efficiently #*yveyriint vt

than traditional lights, but
the benefits truly outweigh
that,” said Edward White,
vice president, Customer
and Business Strategy, Na-
tional Grid. “By using more
advanced, energy efficient
lighting solutions like LEDs
for holiday decorating, cus-
tomers will start saving on
electricity immediately, and
also save on future light-
ing purchases because LED
lights are much more du-
rable and last years longer
than traditional lights.”
Traditional lighting only
offers around 1,500 hours
of light and can fade or
flake over time, but LEDs
feature epoxy lenses that
make them almost inde-
structible so they last much
longer, providing up to

100,000 hours of light. In
addition, LED’s are much
safer to use because unlike
traditional lights that can
get hot and pose a fire haz-
ard, LED light bulbs always
stay cool.

Additional tips to save
energy and stay safe this
holiday season:

Limit the time that lights
are on. Wait until dark to
turn on your holiday lights;
then, turn them off before
you go to bed. Six hours or
less of daily use is a good
goal.

Turn off room lights when
the tree is lit. The lights
on a holiday tree should
provide more than enough
lighting to navigate around
the room.

(con't on page 6)
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Two HEAP Assistance
Sessions Scheduled

Erie County Legislator
Lynn M. Marinelli is an-
nouncing that two Home
Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP) sessions will be held
in her district in December
and early January.

The events will be held
from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. on
these two days at these sites:
Tuesday, December 18, at
the Northwest Buffalo Com-
munity Center, 155 Lawn
Avenue, Buffalo; Wednes-
day, January 9, 2013, at the
North Buffalo Community
Center, 203 Sanders Road,
Buffalo.

HEAP is federally funded
and designed to assist eli-
gible households with home
heating costs and energy
conservation. HEAP compo-
nents included benefit as-
sistance for energy bills, fur-
nace repair or replacement,
weatherization referral and
energy conservation repairs,
and cooling assistance (based

on medical necessity; in the
summer).

The HEAP monthly gross
household income limits to
qualify are: household of one,
$2,138; two, $2,796; three,
$3,453; four, $4,111; five,
$4,769; six, $5,427; seven,
$5,550; eight, $5,673; nine,
$5,797; 10, $5,920. Appli-
cants should come to the ses-
sions prepared with the fol-
lowing: One form of 1D for all
household members (birth
certificate, license, Social Se-
curity card). Proof of income
received within last 30 days
for all household members
(pay stubs, Social Security
or pension award letters,
proof of child support, rental
income, unemployment ben-
efits, worker’s comp, etc.).

Current shut off or discon-
nect notices, if applicable.
Proof of all household re-
sources including: current
checking and savings ac-

(con't on page 6)

"Hertel Holidays".

Friday and Saturday
were busy on Hertel
Avenue as hundreds
of shoppers filled the
street as they attended
the 17th Annual Hertel
Holidays.  Businesses
were all filled to capac-

Qty as shoppers browsed

Hertel Holidays Draw
Shoppers to Hertel Avenue

Shoppers packed the stores at the 17th Annual

~

the Avenue. Activities
included a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus,
a horse drawn wagon,
carolers and lots of
shopping. The event
was sponsored by the
Hertel North Buffalo
Business Association.)
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13

Sunny
High 42°
Low 35°

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14

Local Weather

Partly Cloudy
High 42°
Low 30°

Cloudy

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15

“= .~ High42°
Low 35°

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
Showers

i ) R

4w High41
Low 40°

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17

s High 42°

Few Snow Showers
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Low 32°

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18
Rain/Snow Showers
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High 36° -
Low 30°
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19
Rain/Snow Showers
High 33°
Low 29°
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Bottles . Cans INC.

fncpcw Todey b 8 Samer Tomamomw
1249 Herel Ave. » T16-235-8597

Open Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 11am-7pm
and Sat 10am-4pm

5(3

for all NY
cans or
bottles

WINGATE MANAGEMENT IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR 1, 2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS.
Large units, located on the upper west side, including all utilities,
appliances, 24 hr. emergency maintenance and a professional onsite
management staff.

Applicants must meet HUD Section 8 criteria, including income
requirements. A thorough background check is required. @

Please visit our rental office at 491 Connecticut St. B

for an application or call 88 1—2233 EHO

The Adventures of...

by Doug Smit

Rocket Man

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Lester H. Wedekindt™

@ —~ Funeral Home —
u A SERVICE WORTHY OF YOUR CONSIDERATION

If you should need an honest, caring funeral director, give
Lester Wedekindt the chance to serve you and your family.

You will find our funeral home to be very comfortable
and our professional assistants very accommodating.

We make sure everyone can afford us;
no one is ever turned away.

We are located only minutes away at

3290 Delaware Ave., south of Sheridan Dr.
877-7979

Free Movie Passes to North Park Theatre: T. Stenhouse. 593 Parkside.

Amvets Medallion Post 13

25 Review Place eBuffalo, NY 14207 «874-0559

3 Banquet Rooms Available
For Weddings=MeetingseShowerse
Parties=Etc.

Monday Night BINGO at 7:30pm
Share the Wealth = Progressive

BINGO Every Tuesday at 7:30pm
Share The Wealth, Progressive
and now featuring Powerball!

Fish Fry Every Friday from 4-8pm

Security On Premises

Free Pizza from Bob and John's LaHacianda: M. Yigzaw. 562 Kenmore Ave.
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‘Season's Greetings’

Rocket Man confesses to
watching Bill O'Reilly. He
winces a lot, like when Bill
said Irving Berlin wrote
“Silent Night,” and at least
once a night the First Mate
shouts, “Bill, shut up and
let her talk.” He doesn't lis-
ten to her, either.

But as he wrapped up one
night last week, we called
“Hey, Bill, we do, we have
for 50 years.” He had sug-
gested, as an inexpensive
Christmas gift (or holi-
day, if you prefer, which
he doesn’t), sending a nice
personal note to a friend.

We call them Christ-
mas cards. Long may they
reign. (Actually, about a
half-dozen go to friends of
other faiths; for them, we
downplay the spirituality,
but most respond and no-
body ever complains.)

We start no later than
Dec. 1; this year, shortly af-
ter Thanksgiving, although
we didn’t actually mail any
until Nov. 30. And we're

sending fewer and fewer
— cross off Brother Augus-
tine, Nevart Apikian (a
critic from Syracuse), old
classmate Carol Achy. “All
the ‘A’s’ are gone,” Polly
said sadly.

There’s usually some fam-
ily tension. Rocket Man lifts
off first, sometimes dash-
ing off one or two between
sections of the paper. “Hey,
Superman, how many’'d you
do today?” First Mate asked
while fixing breakfast.
Soon, though, she’s left him
in space dust. While they're
chiseled alphabetically into
a Stone Age journal, we do
them randomly, sort of hop-
scotching through as we
think of good times past.
This year we started with
the Yearke’s.

Haste often leads to waste.
This year Rocket Man had
five cards out before she re-
minded him of the picture
to send, taken in August
at his 60th high school re-
union. Great. Blow another

45-cent stamp for the sake
of narcissism? Rocket Man
bit his lip and (don't let this
get around) e-mailed the
photo with an explanation,
sort of a cyber P.S.

Everyone replied, but dif-
ferently:

Ohio Gal said she'd for-
give us this one time but
would never, ever, e-mail
Christmas cards.

Arizona Gal said she
stopped mailing actual
cards years ago, so that
she could send more.Rock-
eteers side with our Buck-
eye Buddy. And don't tell us
you're going to skip sending
cards and send the money
to charity. We'll do our own
good works, thank you.
Every card has a note, 20
to 50 words (we guess, we
don’t really count) sharing
a memory and something
we did during the course
of the year that reminded
us of the recipient. In fact,
Rocket Man's catch-up e-
mail after the premature
dispatch brought some-
thing to our attention:

They were all from dif-
ferent fields and different
phases of our lives. They
were all strangers to each
other, linked only through
us.

Have no idea what that
means. Keep in touch.
e-mail (it's OK, really) pol-
lyndoug@hotmail.com.

Personal friend of the Gecko®.

Timothy C. Lynch | 716-832-3253
1330 Niagara Falls Blvd, 14150 | Tonawanda
Across from the Boulevard Mall
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Buffalo Beat
= by Joe Bortz

"Road Rage"

Read with interest on the
internet about an incident
of road rage somewhere in
one of the New England
states. Might have been in
Massachusetts, but that is
not important. Supposedly
a woman cut this fellow off
and they exchanged words.
Now that is not uncommon
and we see it all the time.
Difference is, the fellow fol-
lowed the woman all the
way to her home. The next
step was not clear, but the
women’'s sons got involved
in some way as the road
rage driver confronted her
at her house.

Somehow it escalated
further, and the road rage
driver left, but came back
with a bunch of friends and
proceeded to beat the sons
and the woman viciously.
Bad enough to need hospital
treatment and it did show
pictures of the woman after
the beating. Now we would

ask ourselves, why? They
did not know each other
from Adam. There was no
collision or damage to ei-
ther vehicle. Yet a simple
momentary incident that
sparked anger turns into a
violent confrontation with
possible jail time. The thing
is, it is not that uncommon
on today’s highways.

We have almost all either
been a victim of road rage
or witnessed some extreme
cases. The most common
perpetrators of road rage are
younger, aggressive drivers.
Not only male but more and
more noticeable is the fact,
that some are females. In
today’s society, time is of the
essence. Time is money, so
the quicker you get to where
you are going, the better. Or
so it seems with some driv-
ers. If it means speeding up
on the inside lane to pass a
bunch of cars and it becomes
necessary to cut someone off,

do it. Heaven help the guy
at the front of the line who
refused to let the person cut
him or her off. Road Rage.

Some examples of the
road rage | have witnessed
almost seem comical. My
neighbor had a couple of
Ice Cream trucks. That was
how he made a living. In
fact, once in a while I drove
one of them for him to make
an extra buck while raising
my huge family. I did not dip
the ice cream, just drove the
truck. He was a Immigrant
from Italy and spoke bro-
ken English. Hard worker,
and one you had to admire
as he did build a nice busi-
ness out of nothing. He had
established routes and did
his routine everyday in the
summer and things went
fairly well.

That was until Mr. Softee,
another lIce Cream truck,
decided to invade his es-
tablished territory. 1 do not
know what part of Italy my
neighbor was from, but that
was something you did not
do there. In away I guess he
was right, but then again the
other fellow had the right
to go wherever he chose.
Needless to say, it was not
necessarily road rage, but
it did happen on the road. It
started as verbal but it did

not take long before it was
an amazing fist fight. The
reason we witnessed it was
that Mr. Softee would park
in front of my neighbor’s
house and play his monoto-
nous tune. It did not take
long for my neighbor to pull
him out of his truck and they
would go at it. Traffic had
to stop as the two of them
rolled around the middle of
the street. | would assume
something was said before
this incident that triggered
it.

This is the best part. After
either a draw in the fight or
my neighbor not getting the
best of it, he proceeded into
the house. He came out with
a hammer and went after
the Mr. Softee fellow with
fire in his eyes. Seeing this,
Mr. Softee must have turned
into Mr. softee and locked
himself into his truck. My
neighbor proceeded to break
all the windows with his
hammer. Finally Mr. Softee
took off, only to return later
to break all the windows in
my neighbor’s car. 1 do no
know the end result of that
melee as scary as it was
then, it is comical to recall
now.

Another kind of comical
incident I remember was
on the corner of Colvin and

Kenmore. No idea what
happened to cause the road
rage but this younger fellow
got out of his car waving a
baseball bat. He proceeded
to go after the other driver
with this bat and seemed
terribly annoyed. This had
the appearance of becoming
very serious. The other driv-
er was a middle aged fellow
with his wife and kids in the
car. It was comical as it took
two seconds for the older
driver to take the bat away
from Mr. tough guy and
bend him over the hood of
the car with his arm behind
his back. Within a couple
of minutes the police were
there. This was in Kenmore
so the police were there in a
couple of minutes, trust me.

Now that | am getting old-
er, | kind of back down from
incidents of road rage. Not
that aggressive drivers do
not annoy me, just that I am
more forgiving. | am content
to just mutter a few choice
names and hope that there
is a cop hiding somewhere
ahead. Depending on how
serious the offense I may
even think nastier things.
But it stays in my head and
does not affect my driving
skills.

Send comments to JBOR-
TZE@aol.com

www.buffaloschools.org
“We invite you to share in building the
vision for a world-class educaaon system
designed for all Ohildren”

CoDE OF CONDUCT PUBLIC REFLECTION MEETINGS

REMINDER:

In an ediort to revise the Ourrent Distri0t Code of Condu0t with input from parents, students and the
Oommunity, Publi0 Rebedaon MSSangs have been sOheduled as follows:

Tuesday, December 18th, 2012, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., PS 305 MOKinley High SOhool, 1500 ElImwood Ave.,
Hosted by Ciazen Alaon of Bufil-o.

Thursday, January 17th, 2013, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., PS 192 Butil-lo ADademy for Visual & Performing Arts,
450 Masten Ave., Hosted by Ciazen A0aon of Bugialo.

Tuesday, January 22nd, 2013, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Library, 1324 JeCerson Ave.,
Hosted by Buialo Reform ED.

Dr. Pamela C. Brown! Budialo Publi0 SOhools Superintendent and the Distri0t Parent Coordinasng Coun0il invite
the JOommunity to paralipate in the next monthly roundtable mS$Sang:

“Increasing Involvement through Technology”

Tuesday, January 15th, 2013! 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m., PS 76 Herman Badillo Bilingual ADademy, 315 Carolina St.







