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Elmwood Festival Of The Arts 
Takes Place This Weekend
   This year marks the 
13th annual Elmwood 
Festival of the Arts, and 
it’s better than 
ever! With more 
than 170 art-
ists and craft-
speople selling 
work done in 16 
different medi-
ums, you’re sure 
to find some-
thing you love. 
See over fifty 
performances 
on three stages 
and dandce at the family 
friendly dance tent.
 Bring the family to 
Kidsfest, where children 
can do hands-on arts proj-
ects, see kids-oriented 

performances, and march 
in Sunday’s Kidsfest pa-
rade. Environmentalism 

is a huge part of 
this year’s mis-
sion and Envi-
ronmental Row 
is a big part of 
that, featuring 
booths demon-
strating things 
that we can do 
to help sustain 
the planet. In 
addition, two 
of the stages 

will be solar powered this 
year.
    Cultural Row features 
over 30 local and regional 
organizations working 

(con't on page 5)

IndieSound At Black Rock
Set For September 29th

 Buffalo First, The Good 
Neighborhood and the 
Grant-Amherst Business 
Association held a mixer at 
Sportsmen’s Tavern today 

to announce that Amherst 
Street and Historic Black 
Rock will host the second 
annual IndieSound mu-
sic festival, to take place 

Second annual IndieSound music festival to take place on Saturday, Sept. 29th.

on Saturday, September 
29th.
 The mission of Indie-
Sound is to help residents 
of Buffalo and Western 

 For five weeks during July 
and August, several stu-
dents from grades 3-7 were 
invited to participate in the 
school’s Summer Academic 
Enrichment Program. This 
program was designed and 
implemented by our Title 1
Teacher, Ms. Erin Cappello.
 The learning objectives 
for each age group focused 
on strengthening reading 
comprehension and writing
skills. All instruction was 
aligned with the New Com-
mon Core Standards for 
reading and writing. Stu-
dents chose a non-fiction 
topic and were required to 
engage in reading books 
and using on-line research 
to support their topic.
 After using their cited 

resources to put together 
a written report on paper, 
the students were given the 
choice of using their infor-
mation to create a bound 
book, or use integrate tech-

nology to create an animat-
ed video.
 What was most unique 
about this program was the 
fact that students were giv-
en a choice as to how they
would present their learn-
ing. As Ms. Cappello stat-
ed, “This was a five week 
program where CHOICE 
equaled MOTIVATION. 
It was designed to let stu-
dents have choice in what 
they were reading and writ-
ing. The goal of the program 
was to not only promote, 
reading and writing, but to 
build confidence and a new 
perspective.”
 Students used state-of-
the-art technology to create 
lively animated videos that 

Academic Enrichment Program At Our 
Lady Of Black Rock School

Gift Ndayishimiye of 
Our Lady of Blackrock 
School.

New York find and connect 
with locally owned busi-
nesses and independent 
local artists. By connect-
ing indie-conscious people 
with local businesses, the 
festival works to strength-
en the health of Main 
Street ecosystems across 
the region.
 The festival’s inaugural 
year featured live musical 
performances from over 
forty local musicians in 
independent businesses 
throughout the historic Al-
lentown business district.
 Presented by Buffalo 
First and The Good Neigh-
borhood in association 
with the Grant-Amherst 
Business Association, this 
year’s festival will show-
case Amherst Street’s re-
naissance through Indie-
Sound @ Black Rock on 

Saturday, September 29th, 
highlighting burgeon-
ing businesses, emerging 
leaders in the arts, and 
the proud heritage that 
has made Amherst Street 
in Historic Black Rock a 
destination for over a cen-
tury.
 Musical performances 
will occur from 12-5pm at 
local businesses up and 
down Amherst Street, in-
cluding Sportsmen’s Tav-
ern, Joe’s Service Center, 
464 Gallery, Rohall’s Cor-
ner, and Artsphere Gal-
lery. Coordinated evening 
events will begin at 5pm.
 For a complete list of 
venues and musicians, or 
to become a participat-
ing business or sponsor, 
please visit www.buffalo-
first.org/indiesound or call 
(716) 725-6100. 
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