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 Catholics practice var-
ious acts of penitence and 
spiritual self-discipline 
during Lent, the (approx-
imately) forty days lead-
ing up to Easter. One of 
those disciplines is a fast 
that requires Catholics 
to abstain from meat on 
Fridays during Lent. The 
rule that Catholics can-
not eat meat on Fridays 
during Lent is actually 
more lenient than what 
most Catholics in histo-

 On Sunday, March 
10th, most Americans 
will set their clocks 
forward an hour, as 
daylight saving time 
(sometimes erroneously 
called daylight savings 
time) begins and most 

of the United States can 
bask in an extra hour of 
daylight. These spring 
and fall clock changes 
continue a long tradi-
tion started by Benja-
min Franklin to con-
serve energy.

Spring Forward

ry have had to observe. 
Centuries ago, the Cath-
olic Church had a law 
that forbade consuming 
meat on all Wednesdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays. 
Later, this rule was re-
laxed to remove meat 
from the diet on Ash 
Wednesday and all Fri-
days. In 1966, Catholic 
bishops in America, with 
the blessing of Pope Paul 
VI, further relaxed the 
rule. Nowadays meat is 

only prohibited on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, 
and Fridays of the Lenten 
season. Catholics are obli-
gated to observe this fast 
as a minimum; they can 
make up stricter require-
ments for themselves, if 
they so desire. The stated 
reason for Catholics not 
being allowed to eat meat 
on Fridays during Lent 
is to remind the faith-
ful that Jesus died on a 

 The Western and Cen-
tral New York Region Red 
Cross asks people to be 
a hero for families in this 
community by becoming a 
volunteer, learning lifesav-
ing skills, giving blood or 
donating to #help1family 
on Red Cross Giving Day, 
March 27.
 “During Red Cross 
Month, we are proud to rec-
ognize our volunteers who 
provide hope and urgent 
relief to fami-
lies in need ev-
ery day,” said 
Alan H. Turner 
II, Western and 
Central New 
York Regional 
CEO. “These 
heroes are our 
neighbors who 
give blood, 
save lives with 
skills like first 
aid and CPR, 
or provide care 
and comfort to 
families devas-
tated by crises like home 
fires. We honor our volun-
teers and ask you to join 
them and make a differ-
ence.”
 More than 75 years 
ago, March was first pro-
claimed Red Cross Month 
in 1943 by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
raise awareness of the or-
ganization and its human-
itarian mission. All U.S. 
presidents since Roosevelt 
have designated March as 
Red Cross Month to rec-
ognize how the American 
Red Cross helps people 
across the country and 
around the world through 
its workforce powered by 

March is Red Cross Month

 Interviews for Shake-
spearience, (Shakespeare 
in Delaware Park’s high 
school apprentice pro-
gram) are scheduled to be 
held on March 18, 2019 
from 4-5pm pm at Sacred 
Heart Academy - 3860 
Main Street. Call 856-
4533 by March 15th for an 
appointment.
 Session I: The Tempest 
will run from:  June 15 to 
July 14.
 Session II: Loves La-

Shakespeare in Delaware Park 
Announces Interviews

Emily Kessler, at the Wellington Pub, is ready to serve a delicious fish fry 
dinner to you.

more than 90 percent vol-
unteers.
 Every eight minutes in 
the U.S., the Red Cross 
connects with a family 
who has lost everything 
to a home fire or other di-
saster—the roof over their 
heads, their clothes, their 
most cherished posses-
sions. This past year was 
no exception—and the 
need continues today.
 Last year, Red Cross 

v o l u n t e e r s 
helped mil-
lions of people 
reeling from 
a second con-
secutive year 
of record wild-
fires, hurri-
canes, tragic 
shootings and 
other large di-
sasters across 
the country. 
More than 
100 volun-
teer heroes 
from Western 

and Central New York re-
sponded to deliver urgent 
relief and care in people’s 
darkest hours.
 This winter, home fires 
continued to upend lives—
when there’s often an in-
creased risk of home heat-
ing and cooking fires. Just 
in 2018, local volunteers 
assisted more than 1,340 
families affected by home 
fires in Western and Cen-
tral New York.
 Learn more about how 
you can help by visiting 
www.redcross.org/wcny:
 Attend an Event: The 
Western and Central New 
York Region has several 

Continued on page six.

Continued on page six.

Continued on page six.

bours Lost will run from:  
July 20 to August 18.
 This season’s produc-

tions are:
 The Tempest directed 
by Saul Elkin - June 20– 

July 14.
 Loves Labours Lost, di-
rected by Steve Vaughan 
- July 25 – August 18.
 Shakespearience is 
open to area high school 
students; this program 
is designed to provide 
in-depth theatrical expe-
rience with theatre pro-
fessionals.  Each session 
runs for five weeks, be-
ginning the week prior to 
regularly scheduled SDP 
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PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
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NORTH BUFFALO
Bella Mia Chocolate Shop ..................1096 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria .......................1545 Hertel Avenue
Caruso's Food ....................................1212 Hertel Avenue
Century 21 .........................................1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store ................................ 2815 Delaware Avenue 
Daddio’s Pizzeria. .............................1247 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ..........................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ........................... 2564 Delaware Avenue
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Imagine Salon ...................................1527 Hertel Avenue
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Johnny’s Meats ..................................1191 Hertel Avenue
Kenmore Seafood ........................ 3279 Delaware Avenue
Knights of Columbus ..................... 1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ................................1588 Hertel Avenue
Lake Effect Diner ................................... 3165 Main Street

Lonestar Fajita Grill ..........................1857 Hertel Avenue
Marco's Deli .......................................1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr ...............203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental .........................1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ..............................975 Hertel Avenue
Painted Lady Consignment .......... 3147 Delaware Avenue
Parker Pharmacy ...............................1388 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center .................. 2318 Main Street
Plaka Restaurant ......................... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Scissors ..............................................1497 Hertel Avenue
TC Jr’s .......................................... 2941 Delaware Avenue
Terries Workout Center ......................1473 Hertel Avenue
Theater Apts ................................. 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .............................. 564 Colvin Boulevard
Western New York Dental Group ......1354 Amherst Street
Wellington Pub ..................................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor .................................. 276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library ........................... Niagara at Porter
CWJ Lock & Key .............................................183 Forest Ave
Concerned Ecumenical Ministry ........286 Lafayette Avenue
Corner Store ..............................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments .................. 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware .................................262 W Ferry Street

Elmwood Square Apts..................... 505 Elmwood Avenue
Ferry Street Laundry ...................... 277 West Ferry Street
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ................121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank ...........................Elmwood at W. Utica
M&T Bank ...............................................130 Grant Street
Santasiero's Restaurant .................... 1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers .............................. 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments ................... 33 Linwood Avenue
West Market ......................................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center .................Vermont at Fargo
YWCA .............................................................Grant Street

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .....................................................25 Review Place
Boys & Girls Club ..............................54 Riverdale Avenue
D District Police Station .......................669 Hertel Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 236 Military Road
First Niagara ......................................201 Amherst Street
M&T Bank ......................................788 Tonawanda Street
Nickel City Bottle Return ................... 2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ...............155 Lawn Avenue
Riverside Marketplace ...................740 Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insurance Agency ....432 Amherst Street

FREE MOVIE PASSES: H. Adams, 343 Crestwood Ave., 14216  

$80
$70
$55

If you register by March 23rd, deduct $10 per child from the cost. All players must bring proof of birth date to register. 
You can now register online at www.eteamz.com/HNPYBL. 
A convenience fee will be automatically charged to your credit card by our vendor.

Be assured of playing on the same team / system for the 
2015 season if registration is complete by Monday, March 23rd.
Register at:
North Buffalo Community Center
203 Sanders Rd., Buffalo, NY 14216
Monday, March 23rd, 6 - 8:30pm
(LAST CHANCE!)

Be assured of playing on the same team / system for the 2019 
season if registration is complete by Monday, March 18th.

North Buffalo Community Center
203 Sanders Rd., Buffalo, NY 14216
Monday, March 18th, 6 - 8:30pm

If you register by March 18th, deduct $10 per child from the cost. All players must bring proof of birth date to register.
You can now register online at www.hnpybl.com.

$90
$80
$65

 The Sabres have failed 
to win back to back games 
since December 13. The 
team began February on 
a hopeful note with seven 
consecutive home games. 
Winning five games for 
10 or 11 points was seen 
as a must to sustain their 
playoff hopes. The results 
were disappointing with 
a 3-3-1 record for seven 
points. The defensive play 
as horrendous surren-
dering 28 goals while the 
offense scored 22 times, 
slightly above the league 
average of 3.04 GPG. 
 Rasmus Ristlainen has 
the worst plus minus in 
the league at -33. Risto 
is “running away” in this 
competition with the next 
closest player at -26. That 
player is Drew Doughty 
of the Los Angeles Kings 
who is widely regarded 
as the best defenseman 
in the game. Rasmus is 
not so highly regarded. 
He has been the subject 
of much criticism of his 
play particularly his poor 
possession metrics, a high 
number of turnovers and 
being dominated by shot 

Sabres Season 
Continues Fall 

differential stats against 
top opposing players, such 
as a 13-3 shots deficit in 
a recent game where he 
was matched up against 
Tampa Bay star Nikita 
Kucherov.
 The Sabres defensive 
zone play is simply a di-
saster. There seems to be 
no  organized plan keep 
the opposition from cre-
ating scoring chances. 
Defending opposition pos-
session in your own end is 
a simple enough concept. 
First, each player identi-
fies an opponent that is 
his responsibility. Then 
you establish and main-
tain position between 
your opponent and your 
goaltender. When the 
puck comes to the oppo-
nent they need to stick-
handle, pass or shoot the 
puck past the defender 
who is in the perfect po-
sition to block the attack. 
Of course opponents don’t 
stand still and make this 
easy. The Sabres play-
ers often look confused 
on defense. Even when 
standing next to an oppo-
nent Sabres players often 

stand still like a manne-
quin while the opponent 
takes a pass for an eight 
foot shot on goal. Coach 
Phil Housley teaches the 
concepts in practice but 
these principles are not 
applied by the players in 
games.
 The Sabres record 
during February was 4-9. 
Jack Eichel scored six 
goals and 10 assists for 16 
points during the month. 
At that pace he would 
score an impressive 101 
points over 82 games. 
But hockey games aren’t 
won by scoring goals and 
points. You win by out-
scoring your opponent. 
Unfortunately Eichel also 
was a minus 11 during 
the month which projects 
to a whopping minus 70 
over 83 games. Consid-
ering that the opposition 
dominated the Sabres 
last month while Eichel 
was on the ice despite his 
impressive points total, 
February looks like the 
worst month in Eichel’s 
Sabres career. Eichel 
is doing much better in 
March with three goals in 
three games and an even 
plus minus rating. For 
the season he has a mi-
nus three which is decent 
for a poor team.
 The last home game 
Monday March 4th fea-
tured a duel between Con-
nor MacDavid and Jack 
Eichel, the top two selec-
tions from the 2015 entry 
draft. Eichel scored twice 
while MacDavid had an 
assist in a 4-3 Oilers win.
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North Buffalo

March 3, 2019
Hertel/Delaware Avenue 
– Defendant driving and 
while stopped at the red 
light on Hertel did try to 
proceed forward after see-
ing the green arrow in the 
left lane and struck an-
other vehicle in the rear 
bumper causing damage. 
Defendant failed sobriety 
test refused breathalyzer 
test and was arrested for 
DWI. Refused to put her 
hand behind her back and 
had to be forcibly cuffed.
 
March 1, 2019
Hertel Avenue – Defen-
dant while in store did 
take and conceal mer-
chandise and did pass all 
points of purchase with-
out paying for items. Val-
ue of items $69.90
 
March 1, 2019
Taunton Avenue – De-
fendant did assault com-
plainant pushing her on 
a table and punching her 
in the face causing right 
eve to swell. Children 
were present during the 
assault.
 
February 28, 2019
Huntington Avenue – 
Complainant reports that 
defendant shoved her into 
a wall, dragged her across 
rug and put his knee on 
her neck causing her to 
have difficulty breathing.
 
February 28, 2019
Amherst Street – Defen-
dant was operating vehi-
cle on Delaware Avenue 
and did cut through a 
store parking lot to avoid 
the light at Delaware and 
Amherst. Officers recov-
ered a jar of marijuana 
from the center cup hold-
er of the vehicle and a 
loaded .45 pistol from the 
glove box of the vehicle.
 
West Side

March 2, 2019
Elmwood Avenue – De-
fendant was removed by 
witness from establish-
ment for being too intox-
icated and spitting on 
the bar. Defendant was 
observed by witness en-
tering vehicle and driving 
southbound on Elmwood 
Avenue striking a parked 
vehicle and leaving scene. 
Officers did observe the 
defendant driving the ve-

hicle north bound on Ni-
agara Street and pulled 
over vehicle for several 
VTL offenses. Defendant 
failed HGN test and could 
not do other field tests 
due to safety. Defendant 
was brought back to El-
mwood where witness 
positively identified de-
fendant as the driver. De-
fendant was arrested and 
refused a chemical breath 
test at the AIU office.
 
February 28, 2019
Norwood Avenue – Re-
sponding to a suspicious 
call, officers found sus-
pect who matched the 
description given, hiding 
between 2 buildings. Of-
ficers did make contact 
with the suspect and be-
gan a pat down search 
for weapons. The suspect 
told officers of needles in 
his coat pockets. Through 
plain feel, officers felt 
what he believed to be 
small bags in the defen-
dants front right change 
pocket of his jeans. Offi-
cers asked for permission 
to remove the items. Sus-
pect said yes. Two small 
packages containing what 
appeared to be heroin 
were recovered.
 
March 1, 2019
Grant Street – Com-
plainant reports that on 
1/25/19 she gave her vehi-
cle to suspect for repairs. 
Suspect was to return 
vehicle that day. Suspect 
did not return vehicle 
and suspect also did take 
and use bank card with-
drawing $403 from com-
plainant’s account.
 
February 28, 2019
Niagara Street - Com-
plainant reports that his 
sister was sitting on the 
stairs in front when three 
males approached her 
and said, “we’re going to 
shoot you then shoot this 
house up.” Complainant 
sister ran inside of the 
house to tell complainant 
of what happened. Com-
plainant proceeded out-
side and did recognize the 
three individuals. Com-
plainant told the three 
males to leave and a ver-
bal argument ensued. 
Complainant states that 
one of the males ducked 
behind a parked car, 
popped up and pointed 
a black handgun at him. 
At this point complainant 

#2 came outside with her 
cell phone to photograph 
record the suspects. The 
suspects did snatch a 
Samsung cell phone, val-
ued at $900, from com-
plainant #2. She did fol-
low the three males to 
Pooley Street, about a 
block away, in attempt to 
get her phone back. Male 
#2 did then display what 
appeared to be a black 
handgun in his waist 
band and threatened to 
shoot complainant. At 
this point, the three male 
suspects fled in a gray 
vehicle. D District detec-
tives are familiar with 
the three suspects in re-
lation to other incidents
 
Riverside

March 1, 2019
Bridgman Street – De-
fendants did trespass lo-
cation. Defendant #1 did 
possess over 28 grams of 
marijuana. Defendant 
#2 did attempt to hide 
counterfeit bills ($1,400) 
and 2.9 grams of crack. 
Defendant #2 also had 3 
grams of marijuana con-

cealed in his bum. Coun-
terfeit money was sub-
mitted into evidence.
 
February 28, 2019
Niagara Street - Com-
plainant stated suspect 
did come into his store 
and did purchase an item 
for a dollar passing the 
complainant a counterfeit 
$20.00 bill. Complainant 
found the defendant min-
utes later. Both parties 
did get into a physical al-

tercation. Ten other coun-
terfeit bills were found 
on defendant’s left pant 
pocket by officers. Serial 
numbers were same on all 
bills. Ambulance arrived 
on the scene and defen-
dant did decline medical 
attention for injuries sus-
tained during altercation 
between complainant/
defendant. Defendant’s 
clothes, cell phone and 
money were also placed 
as evidence.

VISIT US ONLINE!
www.buffalorocket.com
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Northwest
Buffalo Beat

by Joe Bortz

Personal friend of the Gecko®.
geico.com/buffalo-north

Timothy C. Lynch | 716-832-3253
1330 Niagara Falls Blvd  |  Tonawanda

LOCAL OFFICE

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all 
situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; 
a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2019. © 2019 GEICO

Answers on page 7

 Raising eight children 
is a challenge. Means 
unless you have a good 
income, which I did not 
prior to going into busi-
ness for myself, you must 
supplement by taking on 
any outside work that is 
available. Even after go-
ing into business still had 
to scratch for the nickels. 
Had two neighbors on 
15th Street that would 
give me part time work 
on weekends. One was a 
landscaper, so I cut lawns 
and trimmed bushes. The 
other had an Ice Cream 
truck business. Charlie’s 
Super Cones, and some-
times needed a driver for 
his second truck. He could 
not drive both or he would 
have tried. That was hard 
working Charlie.
 Charlie bought the sec-
ond house to the left of us 
as it had a huge garage. 
Perfect for his Ice Cream 
business as it would hold 

Ice Cream anyone?
two trucks. He was an 
Italian immigrant and 
was one of many men im-
ported from Italy in the 
neighborhood. Charlie 
was from the old coun-
try and it showed. His 
English was brutal, and 
he would have to repeat 
many times to get the 
meaning. Like he was 
saying what sounded like 
“hot cops” was actually 
“hub caps.” Come on over 
and we will roast wie-
nies meant wiener roast. 
Get the drift? His broken 
English combined with 
certain swear words was 
a venture into interpreta-
tion.
 Charlie was a hard 
worker and loved the 
fact he could start and 
successfully run a busi-
ness here in America. Of 
course, he had a dedicat-
ed wife who also drove 
the second truck on oc-
casions. He started from 

scratch and bought his 
first truck and later add-
ed the second. You have 
all heard the jingle of the 
ice cream truck approach-
ing. The line at the little 
window as the kiddies 
lined up. He had found 
the most lucrative neigh-
borhoods and routed his 
trucks through those ar-
eas. It was only natural 
that he would assume 
his street with his house 
and business was his ter-
ritory. Mr. Softee did not 
agree with that assump-
tion. Charlie happened to 
be home for lunch when 
Lenny, another neigh-
borhood entrepreneur in 
a Mr. Softee truck pulls 
up across from Charlie’s 
house with his bells play-
ing the Mr. Softee tune. 
We all know it well.
 One thing Charlie was 
not noted for was his 
ability to accept things 
as they are. Mr. Softee 
on his street? You have 
got to be kidding. Char-
lie came flying out of his 
house, hammer in hand 
and told Lenny to leave 
with his broken English 
swearwords. Lenny also 
an arrogant individual 
responded with a not too 
nice negative reaction. 
Charlie proceeded to go 
around and smash all the 

windows on Lenny’s truck 
with the hammer. With 
that Lenny came out of 
the truck and right there 
in the middle of 15th 
Street the two went at 
it. First round of Charlie 
vs Lenny in what every-
one knew was going to 
happen someday. Nobody 
wanted to get into the 
middle of this altercation. 
In fact, the neighbors said 
it was fun to watch. Final-
ly, Charlie’s wife came out 
and broke it up. Not sure 
the outcome but Charlie 
must have had to pay the 
damages. Lenny never 
came around again. Gave 
the neighbors something 
to talk about for months. 
Me, I was out driving the 
other truck fortunately, 

otherwise I would have 
been in the middle of it. 
My kids filled me in on 
what happened and we 
all had a good laugh. 
Charlie was always do-
ing battle with someone. 
In spite of that he was a 
good guy and we got along 
fine. Even though he had 
trouble pronouncing my 
name. Ice Cream anyone?
  Do you have a birth-
day greeting you would 
like to see here? Birth-
days, anniversaries, in-
teresting pictures, short 
stories or even a 500 word 
column of interest to your 
neighbors. Send them to 
me and I will see what I 
can do. Nothing political 
or controversial. Send to 
Jbortze@aol.com

Charlie’s Super Cones ice cream truck.

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to win a 
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  BOB & JOHN‘S 
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE 
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).  If 
your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASSES, call 
861-3304 to have two free passes mailed out to you.
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Seniority

NORTH BUFFALO
GLORIA J. PARKS COMMUNITY CENTER 
3242 Main St. Buffalo 14214 
832-1010      
                                                  
NORTH BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER 
203 Sanders Rd. Buffalo 14216 
874-6133

RIVERSIDE
NORTHWEST BUFFALO COMMUNITY 
CENTER 
155 Lawn Ave. Buffalo 14207 
876-8108

KENMORE
KENMORE SENIOR CENTER 
135 Wilber Ave. Kenmore 14217 
873-0737
                                                                                                                           
WEST SIDE
WEST SIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES 
161 Vermont St. Buffalo 14213 884-6616
CONCERNED ECUMENICAL MINISTRY 
(CEM) 
286 Lafayette Ave. Buffalo 14213  882-2442  
FATHER BELLE COMMUNITY CENTER 
104 Maryland St. Buffalo 14201 845-0485                                                       
RICHMOND-SUMMER SENIOR CENTER 
337 Summer St. Buffalo 14222 885-3290  

AREA SENIOR CENTERS

Celebrating
40 YEARS

in Business!

We Welcome
All Extended
Warranties

OPEN DAILY
8am to 6pm &

Sat. 8am to 1pm

WNY’S LARGEST TRANSMISSION DEALER

TRANSMISSION

WNY Largest Transmission Dealer

ontinental®

Find 
us on 

9195 Main Street, Clarence, New York 14031
(716) 632-0808 | (716) 632-8586 Fax
www.gallagherprinting.com
www.buffalorocket.com

Daryl K. Gallagher
9195 Main Street
Clarence, New York 14031
(716) 632-0808 
(716) 632-8586 Fax
darylgallagher@aol.com
www.gallagherprinting.com
www.buffalorocket.com

 Dear Rusty: I have 
two questions. My wife 
passed away in May of 
2015, and I never re-
ceived any of her bene-
fits. Should I have? Also, 
I am now 62, turning 63 
next month. I am still 
working and probably 
won’t quit until age 75 or 
older. Should I start tak-
ing benefits now? Signed: 
Bewildered
 Dear Bewildered: As 
a widower, you could have 
started receiving a survi-
vor benefit from your wife 
at 60 years of age, though 
it would have been re-
duced by about 28.5% for 
claiming early. But you 
haven’t really lost those 
benefits because you can 
still claim them, and 
they won’t be reduced 
as much now because 
you’d be claiming clos-
er to your widower’s full 
retirement age (FRA) of 
66. In your specific case, 
your “widower FRA” is 4 
months earlier than your 
normal FRA of 66 plus 4 
months, because a survi-
vor’s FRA is determined 
by subtracting 2 years 
from their actual birth 
date. Since you were born 
in 1956, Social Security 
uses 1954 as the date to 
determine your FRA for 
survivor benefits.
 Since you are now 62 
(turning 63 soon), you 
have a choice to collect 
either your own benefit 
or your survivor bene-
fit, and which one you 
should choose depends 
upon which one would be 
highest when it reaches 
maximum. Your survivor 
benefit will reach its max-
imum when you reach 
your widower FRA; your 
own benefit will reach 
its maximum at age 70. 

You might choose to col-
lect your survivor benefit 
first and allow your own 
benefit to grow until you 
are 70 when it would be 
about 29% more than it 
would be at your normal 
FRA. Or, if your survivor 
benefit at your widower 
FRA would be more, you 
could choose to take your 
own benefit until your 
survivor benefit reaches 
maximum at your widow-
er FRA. But there is one 
catch you should consider. 
Any time Social Security 
benefits of any kind are 
taken before one’s full re-
tirement age and you con-
tinue to work, you will be 
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s “earnings test”. That 
means that if your earn-
ings from working exceed 
the annual earnings limit 
($17,640 for 2019), Social 
Security will take back 
$1 for every $2 you are 
over the limit, and they’ll 
withhold that from fu-
ture benefits until they 
recover what you owe. 
Once you reach your nor-
mal full retirement age 
the earnings limit goes 
away, and you can earn 
as much as you like with-
out penalty. For clarity, 
when you reach your nor-
mal full retirement age 
they will re-compute your 
benefit and give you time 
credit for any month’s 
benefits withheld, which 
will increase your benefit 
slightly allowing you to 
recover some (or eventu-
ally all) of the withheld 
benefits. But exceeding 
the annual earnings lim-
it before your reach your 
normal FRA will cause 
you to lose current ben-
efits for some number of 
months.
 Provided that your fi-

nances, your health and 
your expected longevi-
ty allow it, and provided 
that your own benefit at 
age 70 will be more than 
your survivor benefit, you 
may want to consider a 
strategy of postponing 
your own benefit, and 
also delaying your claim 
for the survivor benefit 
until it reaches maximum 
at your widower’s FRA. 
Then at your widower’s 
FRA (66) you could claim 
100% of your survivor 
benefit, while allowing 
your own benefit to grow 
to maximum at age 70. In 
this way you would avoid 
any lost benefits from ex-
ceeding the earnings lim-
it, you would collect the 
maximum survivor bene-
fit between your FRA and 
age 70, and at that time 
switch to your own higher 
benefit for the rest of your 
life. This, of course, is but 
one of several scenari-
os you have available to 
you being dually-entitled 
to both survivor benefits 
and your own Social Se-
curity retirement benefit.

Ask Rusty - Widower 
Seeking Answers About 
Social Security

FREE MOVIE PASSES: L. Vedder, 90 Ramsdell Ave., 14216

FREE PIZZA: G. Hellerer, 71 Winston Rd., 14216
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BASKET RAFFLE TICKETS $25/500 
FREE SHIPPING

Call box office for show times

NORTH PARK THEATRE

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

STARTS FRIDAY
THE COMPETITION (LE CONCOURS)

THE COMPETITION (LE CONCOURS)
Fri 3/8, Sat 3/9, Sun 3/10, Mon 3/11, Tue 3/12, Wed 3/13, Thur 3/14
 
MOONRAKER (1979) - Fri 3/8, Sat 3/9
 
MODEST HEROES: STUDIO PONOC SHORT FILMS, 
VOLUME 1 with PINK PANTHER cartoons 
Sat 3/9, Sun 3/10
 
CATVIDEOFEST - Sun 3/10
 
MAD MAX (1979) - Sun 3/10, Mon 3/11, Tue 3/12
 
PERFECT BLUE (1997) - Wed 3/13, Thur 3/14

The Buffalo area’s larg-
est and oldest stamp 
show will be held by 
the 100-plus-member 
Buffalo Stamp Club on 
March 9 from 10AM to 
5PM and March 10 from 
10AM to 3PM at the VFW 
post, 2450 Walden Ave., 
Cheektowaga.
 The event is BUFPEX 
2019 featuring a dozen 
dealers, competitive ex-
hibits, free stamps for 
kids, special  show cov-
ers, a silent auction, a 
U.S. Postal Service sales 

booth, free admission and 
free parking. For more in-
formation, contact George 
Gates at 633-8358.

Winter isn’t over yet! 
Here is what’s happen-
ing at The Ice at Ca-
nalside!
 Every Thursday, we 
are offering $1.00 off Ad-
mission to The Ice when 
you present your Buffalo 
Public School ID or report 
card. The Ice at Canalside 

otis

716-851-5694

This Week’s Featured Friend:

This handsome fella with the adorable underbite is Otis 
and he is a big goofy puppy in an adult body with the 
nickname “gramps”. He makes the volunteers chuckle 
with his zest for life, and the wiggle in his walk. Otis loves 
to go for walks and smell everything in his path embracing 
all that is around him. He has done well with the dogs he 
has met at the shelter but we always require a meet and 
greet with any resident dogs in a home to make sure it is 
a good fit. Otis has a food waiver because he did show 
some guarding with his food, but this is a precaution we 
let adopters know about and it can be managed in a home 
setting with the proper guidance. We also recommend 
a home without small children due to his size, and his 
guarding at this point. Many dogs have gone into a home 
setting, and have “grown out” of guarding issues once 
settled in and worked with. Otis is very friendly guy and 
he will be sure to steal your heart once you meet him. Pet ID 40371661

See the video 
on our 

Facebook page!

Friday. Jesus gave up 
His body (His flesh), and 
Catholics, in an effort to 
attain greater commu-
nion with Christ, refrain 
from consuming flesh. If 
there is no eating meat on 
Fridays, then why is eat-
ing fish allowed for Cath-
olics? The United States 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops states that fish 
are a different category 
of animal. So, it’s only the 
meat of warm-blooded 

animals that is prohibit-
ed. Eggs, butter, and milk 
are also allowed. Many 
restaurants in Buffalo of-
fer a fish fry and Western 
New York has a strong 
Catholic community 
that abstain from most 
meat products on Fri-
days during Lent. This 
is why the Fish Fry be-
came a popular tradition 
this time of the year. The 
Fish Fry is a fillet of had-
dock or cod, deep fried 
or broiled, served with 

French fries, coleslaw, a 
side of potato or macaroni 
salad, tartar sauce, a slice 
of lemon and bread. Who 
has the best? That is for 
you to decide. Here are a 
few of the local restau-
rants that are offering 
a Fish Fry during Lent 
that may help you make 
that decision: Wellington 
Pub, 1541 Hertel Avenue,  
Joey‘s Place, 1122 Her-
tel Avenue and Johnny’s 
Meats (take out only,) 
1191 Hertel Avenue.

Traditional Lenten Practices
From page one.

??? Senior

TRIVIA
???

Phrase
1) can’t talk
2) days of summer
3) kind of scan
4) sees and does
5) not telling the truth
6) golfer
7) last letter female support
8) memory winner

Tricky Animal Phrases ~ Match 
the phrase with its animal name ...

The answers will be in next week’s Rocket OR you can 
find them on our Facebook page.

Animal Name
a)   monkey  
b)   tiger  
c)   horse
d)   mule  
e)   otter  
f)    weasel  
g)   cat  
h)   bear  

i)    dog  
j)    lion  
k)   beaver  
l)    snake  
m)   frog 
n)   elephant 
o)    zebra  

? ?9) stubborn
10) unclothed
11) not one but the ____
12) sneaky way out
13) busy
14) sometimes in the throat
15) in the grass

?

is presented by BlueCross 
BlueShield of Western 
New York.
 Open Skate Hours, 
Monday Closed, Tues-
day Closed, Wednesday 
3:00pm – 7:00pm, Thurs-
day 3:00pm – 7:00pm, Fri-
day 3:00pm – 10:00pm, 
Saturday 10:00am – 
10:00pm, Sunday 10:00am 
– 8:00pm.
 Bumper Car Hours, 
Monday Closed, Tues-
day  Closed, Wednesday 
3:00pm – 7:00pm, Thurs-
day 3:00pm – 7:00pm, Fri-
day 3:00pm – 10:00pm, 
Saturday 12:00pm – 
7:00pm, Sunday 12:00pm 
– 7:00pm.
 Ice Bike Hours, Satur-
days 10:00am – 10:00pm, 
Sundays 12:00pm – 
4:00pm.

events scheduled during 
Red Cross Month, includ-
ing:
 Red Cross Flag Rais-
ing: In honor of Red Cross 
Month, a Red Cross flag 
will be raised at: Bing-
hamton City Hall: Monday, 
March 4, 10 a.m., Syra-
cuse City Hall: Wednesday, 
March 13, 11 a.m.
 Finger Lakes Real He-
roes Breakfast: Friday, 
March 8, 7:30 a.m, at The 
Corning Museum of Glass. 
In order to celebrate the 
spirit of humanitarianism, 
the Red Cross will hon-
or individuals who have 
shown courage, dedication, 
and unselfish character by 
their acts of heroism in our 
community. Real Heroes 
Breakfasts are also sched-
uled in the Southern Tier 

March is Red Cross Month
and Western New York in 
May.
 Fire & Ice Gala: Satur-
day, March 30, 6:00 p.m. at 
the Harro East Ballroom 
in Rochester. The Great-
er Rochester Chapter’s 
third annual Red & White 
themed party features two 
hours of open cocktails, 
live music from Rochester’s 
own The Mambo Kings, as 
well as both a live auction 
silent auction. Three pres-
tigious awards honoring 
local individuals and busi-
ness that have made a dif-
ference in the community 
will be presented.
 Become a volunteer: 
Help families affected by 
disasters and install life-
saving smoke alarms to 
keep neighbors safe from 
home fires. In some ar-
eas, you can also provide 

emergency assistance for 
military members and vet-
erans, or help reconnect 
families separated by in-
ternational conflict.
 Give blood: Make an 
appointment to donate life-
saving blood or platelets.
 Learn lifesaving 
skills: Register for a class 
to learn first aid, CPR and 
other skills.
 Make a financial 
donation: On March 
27—American Red Cross 
Giving Day—donate at 
redcross.org/givingday, 
uniting with thousands of 
people like you to help fam-
ilies during the first devas-
tating hours of a disaster. 
Your gift can provide hope 
and urgent relief, like food, 
shelter and other essen-
tials, for families who need 
it most.

performances.  In addi-
tion to attending theatre 
classes (Tuesday-Friday 
1:30-4:30pm) students 
will gain hands-on expe-
rience in an SDP profes-
sional production as part 
of the technical crew and 
will perform on the main 
stage (the final Friday of 

the session) in a student 
performance, preshow to 
the SDP season produc-
tion.  Applicants will be 
required to participate 
in an enrollment inter-
view and prepare a short 
Shakespeare Monologue/ 
Sonnet.
 Tuition is $400 per 
five-week session. Schol-

arships are available.
 Applicants must call 
for an interview appoint-
ment and prepare a short 
shakespeare monologue or 
sonnet. No interviews will 
be conducted on a walk in 
basis.
 For an appointment or 
further information call 
856-4533.

Shakespeare in Delaware Park 
Announces Interviews
From page one.

From page one.
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 CLASSIFIED

LEGAL
need of Long Term Care and Sup-
port. Those interested in providing 
services to the Department are in-
vited to respond to this request by 
March 22 by sending a proposal to 
Christine McKenzie at Christine.
McKenzie@erie.gov.                  10

Buffalo City School District 
Advertisement for Bids  

Sealed proposals for the following 
project will be received at the office 
of Plant Services, 403 City Hall, 
Buffalo, NY  14202.  On Tuesday, 
March 19, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., pro-
posals will be publicly opened and 
read aloud for the following Gener-
al Construction contract:  

PROJECT 0094-018: Roof Re-
construction & Related Work 
P.S. #94 West Hertel Academy 

Beginning Friday, March 1, 2019, 
bidding document packages may 
be viewed and purchased through 
Avalon Document Services online 
Planroom website at www.avalon-
buff-planroom.com, under “Public 
Jobs,” or ordered by phone at 716-
995-7777.  Owner can assume no 
responsibility for errors, omissions, 
or other misinformation obtained 
via other bid document distribution 
resources. 

Please note that required bid bond 
is 10%.  The work will be subject 
to the equal employment opportu-
nity requirements.  Any questions 
regarding this project, please refer 
to Jim Napora, 716-816-3026. 

Paul McDonnell, AIA 
Director of Facilities Planning   10

PUBLIC AUCTION to satisfy over-
due storage charges pursuant to 
UCC Code Section 7- 209, 210, 
and/or Articles 8 and 9, Sections 

182, 184, 201, 201A-203 of the 
Lien Law of the State of New York, 
March17, 2019 through March 24, 
2019 online at www.cashauction.
com. The following units will be 
auctioned from Buffalo South Self 
Storage David Dorr Unit 708, Eh-
san Ansari Unit 707, Helen Prelos-
njak Unit 218B, Joe Coleman Unit 
705, James Barnett Unit 427B, 
Kaelyn Kowalik Unit426A, Jenni-
fer Dunn Unit 710, Jennifer Rich-
ard Unit222A, Kriger Equipment, 
LLC Unit 112, Marion Chmieliwski 
Unit324B, Mildred Esquilin Unit6, 
Nikki Dicioccio Unit313, Rebecca 
Clark Unit711, Rose Pollack Uni-
t217A, Robert Hagelburger Unit 
15, Herbert Eckert Unit 33, Black 
Star Stanley Transport Frazier Unit 
337  - all units are contents of stor-
age unit. This list is an incomplete, 
representative sample only.  All 
items subject to redemption before 
sale, and are sold “as is, where is.” 
15% Buyer’s Premium.  Cash Auc-
tions 885-2200.                          11

The Department of Erie County 
Senior Services is currently seek-
ing proposal statements from qual-
ified venues, located within Erie 
County and interested in providing 
EVENT SPACE for the Erie Coun-
ty Department of Senior Services’ 
annual ELDER LAW DAY, Thurs-
day, June 6th, 2019 from 7:00 AM 
– 2:00PM. This event is targeting 
older adults 60+, their families, 
caregivers, and professionals in 
aging services. Those interested 
in providing services to the Depart-
ment are invited to respond to this 
request by March 22 by sending a 
proposal to Christine McKenzie at 
Christine.McKenzie@erie.gov.   11

ganization filed with the Secretary 
of State of NY (SSNY) on De-
cember 19, 2018. Office location 
is Erie County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon who 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process served upon him/her to 
Shaun Jackson, Esq., 570 Dela-
ware Avenue, Buffalo, NY  14202.  
Purpose: to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.                             11

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a 
Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
570 DAB 30, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with the Secretary 
of State of NY (SSNY) on De-
cember 19, 2018. Office location 
is Erie County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon who 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process served upon him/her to 
Shaun Jackson, Esq., 570 Dela-
ware Avenue, Buffalo, NY  14202.  
Purpose: to engage in any lawful 
act or activity.                             11

Revival Glassworks LLC, Art. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY 01/15/19, 
Office: Erie Cty. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail to 302 
Middlesex Rd. Buffalo, NY 14216. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.    13

The County of Erie, New York (the 
“County”) is currently seeking Pro-
posal Statements from qualified 
vendors interested in providing DE-
PARTMENTAL EDUCATION AND 
PUBLIC MESSAGING CAMPAIGN 
for the Erie County Department of 
Senior Services. The Department 
strives to reach and provide an ar-
ray of information and services to 
all Erie County residents over the 
age of 60, their caregivers and to 
residents under the age of 60 in 

Buffalo Board of Education
Purchase Department

716-816-3585

Sealed proposals will be received 
in Room 816 City Hall:

BID# 19-0619-092
CTE Supplies for South Park 
High School

BID# 19-0920-093
Milk & Juice for Summer Pro-
gram

BID# 19-0920-094
Packaging Materials for Summer 
Program

BID# 19-0920-095
Meal Delivery Service for Sum-
mer Program

BID# 19-0920-096
Deli Meats for Summer Program

RFP# 19-0824-097
Online Information Modules

RFP# 19-0824-098
Online Training Courses for 
Staff

BID# 19-0920-100
Geographic Preference for 2019-
20 School Year

BID# 19-0920-101
Processed Food Geographic 
Preference for Proteins

Specifications and bid forms are 
available at
www.buffaloschools.org/
purchasedept/bids

Michael S. Yeates
Director of Purchase                 10
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION of a 

Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
570 DAB 26, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on December 
19, 2018. Office location is Erie 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon who process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her to Shaun 
Jackson, Esq., 570 Delaware Ave-
nue, Buffalo, NY  14202.  Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act or ac-
tivity.                                          11

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a 
Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
570 DAB 27, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on December 
19, 2018. Office location is Erie 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon who process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her to Shaun 
Jackson, Esq., 570 Delaware Ave-
nue, Buffalo, NY  14202.  Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act or ac-
tivity.                                           11

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a 
Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
570 DAB 28, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on December 
19, 2018. Office location is Erie 
County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon who process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of any process 
served upon him/her to Shaun 
Jackson, Esq., 570 Delaware Ave-
nue, Buffalo, NY  14202.  Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act or ac-
tivity.                                          11

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a 
Limited Liability Company (LLC): 
570 DAB 29, LLC. Articles of Or-

LETTERPRESS 
PRINTING EQUIPMENT 

- WANTED -
Anything Related to 
Letterpress Printing

Call Dave 866-6825

SERVICESWANTEDHELP WANTED

Classified Ads 
Get Results! 

Bartender experience pre-
ferred but will train. Apply 
at Barry‘s Bar, 277 Am-
herst Street, Buffalo NY 14
207.                                10

Puzzle on page four

SHOP LOCAL

SHOP LOCAL!

~Quality Home Repairs
~Honest Answers

~Good Advise
~Affordable Rates

Prepare Your House For Winter
Call Sam Terranova 

563-0836

WANTED
Handyman who is looking for work for 

various odd jobs in apartment complex.  
Must have own tools will be 

compensated as work is completed.  

881-5604  /  259-3544

Sammy‘s II
       BUFFALO

Pizzaria and Pasta
Call Us for Fast, Hot Delivery!

716-876-0678
640 Colvin Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14216

Est. 1962

FISH FRY
PIZZA

$1175

$1000

w/potato, bread, butter and coleslaw

Large Cheese & Pepperoni

Patronize our Advertisers!
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PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

Dennis M. GallaGher
yourprinter2507@aol.com
cell: (716) 361-5764

GallaGher
  PrintinG

9195 Main Street, ClarenCe, new York 14031
(716) 632 • 0808 | (716) 632•8586 Fax
www.GallaGherPrintinG.coM
www.buffalorocket.coM

1122 HERTEL AVE. • BUFFALO, NY • WWW.JOEYSONHERTEL.COM

716 .322 .6209

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS,ONE
COUPON PER ORDER • EAT-IN ONLY

A FOOD BILL

$5 OFF
-OF $20-

COME TRY ONE OF
OUR DAILY SPECIALS

ALL HOMEMADE FOOD!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR
LUNCH AND DINNER

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com

Thoughtful, personalized service since 1977
•	 Full	Service
•	 Advance	of	Need	Planning
•	 Aftercare	Program
•	 Funeral	Trusts/Medicaid	IrrevocableAccounts

3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

Our family 
helping your family 

celebrate life.

BANQUET ROOM 
ACCOMMODATES  

UP TO 45 PEOPLE
Call  for Reservat ions

1545 HERTEL AVENUE  836-5411

ALL DAY MONDAY

$2.50 OFF
ANY LARGE PIZZA

LARGE 5 TOPPING PIZZA
Veggie or Meat

  Red, White or Bleu Cheese Sauces Available 

All You Can Eat
Pizza & Salad Bar

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

DINE IN
ONLY!

ALL YOU CAN EAT 
SPAGHETTI
Monday & Tuesday
Dine In Only
Starts 4 p.m. LARGE CHEESE PIZZA

& 20 WINGS
$3.00 OFF

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

EVERYDAY 
SPECIAL

$6.99

$19.30$3.99
All You Can Eat 

Soup, Salad, Pizza & Pasta Bar

            $9.99FROM 4-8 P.M.
DINE IN ONLY!

The Wellington Pub
NEXT TO BOB & JOHNS 1541HERTEL AVENUE  •  833-9899

EVERYDAY SPECIAL
(2) Regular 14” Cheese 

  Pizzas

$16.99
Wednesday Night Special

FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE FOR

TAKE OUT

V o t e d  B U F F A L O ’ S  B E S T

F I S H  F R Y
b y  A r t v o i c e

S E R V E D  A L L  D A Y
W E D N E S D A Y  A N D  F R I D A Y 

All You Can Eat
Pizza & Salad Bar

DINE IN 
ONLY! $8.99

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11 A.M. TO 2 P.M.

Please Visit Our
 SNYDER LOCATION 

at 
2071 Kensington Ave.

Buffalo RocketAS SEEN IN THE

www.buffalorocket.com

Slab 
Bacon

$3.89 lb.

MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE
Business Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

www.johnnysmeats.com

WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

VOTED 
BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY

  –BUFFALO SPREE 

$75 MEAT
PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin 
Steaks

5 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Legs
4 lbs. Chicken Breasts
4 lbs. Italian Sausage
3 lb. Pork Roast
3 lbs. Sahlens  

Hot Dogs

$90 MEAT
PACKAGE

Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breasts

$1.99 lb. 
6-8 oz. Sirloin 

Steaks
4 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Legs
4 lbs. Italian 

Sausage
3 lbs. Sahlens
 Hot Dogs

Imported Grated
Pecorino 
Romano 
Cheese

$34.95 

Fresh 

Pork Tenderloin
$2.99 lb. 

Paddy’s Corned Beef
ROUNDS $5.99 lb.

BRISKETS $4.99 lb.

KOTINO’S BRAND 
X-VIRGIN

Olive Oil
 $8.95 750

ml.

X-Large
Eggs

99¢ doz.

Frozen
Cooked 
Shrimp

$8.99 lb.

Frozen
Chicken 
Fingers

$14.95    
5 lb.
Bag

5 lb.
Bag


