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Licenses Risk Suspension For

Vision Screening Lapse

Erie County Clerk Mi- tion you are one of the

chael P. Kearns and the
New York State Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles
(NYS DMYV) are warning
drivers that they are in
risk of having their driv-
er’s license suspended
if they fail to comply
with NYS DMV’s
vision screening
policy.

Due to the
COVID-19 pan-
demic, motorists
were allowed to
renew their New
York State driver li-
cense on-line by self-cer-
tifying their vision. By
doing so they agreed
to submit a vision test
within one year of that
date. If your driver’s li-
cense expired between
March 1, 2020 and Aug.
31, 2021, and you re-
Lceived such a notifica-
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affected motorists.

We are asking those
who self-certified their
vision online to complete
the screening process,”
said Erie County Clerk
Michael P. Kearns. “If

you fail to submit
your vision test
results, or take
one at your local

DMV office, you
are putting your
driving privileg-
es in jeopardy of
immediate sus-
pension. Do not ig-
nore this final reminder.”

The NYS DMV re-
cently sent final notices
to drivers who renewed
their driver license on-
line and chose to defer
their vision test upon re-
newal. This is after over
150,000 drivers have yet
Continued on page tbreeJ
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The Chianta Fieldhouse and a fenced-in batting cage in Shoshone Park will

be forever changed by the building of an indoor sports fieldhouse.

By Bill Snyder

This patch of land sit-
uated behind the Chi-
anta Fieldhouse and a
fenced-in batting cage

the planning stages since
before the pandemic,
has been in the hearts
and minds of everyone
involved in the 66 year

in Shoshone Park will old League, offering
be forever changed _onhe,, . Baseball and Soft-
by the building of P}@;y «%, ball to hundreds of
an indoor sports /* = ‘*’: area children since
fi}fldhouse within % i% 1957. The propofsed
ihe noxt o yours, (L .58 ) st titonunreton
North Park Youth “ésw®™ place a City of Buf-
Baseball League board falo swimming pool
members after a suc- that was demolished in

cessful meeting with the
Buffalo Planning Board
downtown in City Hall
late Monday afternoon.
The building, long in

2019 for various reasons
including safety and se-
curity. The structure was
just off the Parking lot
for the Park but became

intolerable to families,
now there for baseball or
softball games.

This new building
would house an indoor
multi-purpose turf field
in the center of the com-
plex that could be used for
any sports organization
needing space to help in-
struct or teach area chil-
dren how to develop their
skills as young athletes
on a year round basis.
The facility would also in-
clude space for additional
batting cages, communi-
ty rooms and space for
offices, storage and me-
Continued on page four.

YMCA To Host Healthy Kids Day®

YMCA Buffalo Niag-
ara is hosting its annual
Healthy Kids Day® on Sat-
urday, April 29 from 11:00
am — 2:00 pm, encouraging
families to take a moment
to help kids be kids. This
free event is open to the
public, and helps provide
a carefree day for children,

celebrating what makes a
kid a healthy kid. Activities
includes games, healthy
cooking  demonstrations,
arts and crafts, and more
to motivate and teach fam-
ilies how to develop and
maintain healthy routines
at home.

Media is invited to film

this annual event at any of
our below locations. How-
ever, we ask that you please
check in with the Front
Desk upon arrival and pri-
or to any filming. Our five
available locations are:
Independent Health
Family YMCA: 150 Tech
Continued on page three.

MWemaories

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

May, 1984. SHARPENING SKILLS...Members of
the Nichols women’s Lacrosse team practice in
preparation for the opening draw of the Midwest
Women’s Lacrosse tournament, to be played
Saturday and Sunday, May 19 and 20, at the
Nichols school. Pictured are Lila Morris, Courtney
Coppola, Jennifer Joyce, Kierstin Coppola, and
Nancy Potter.
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Loeal Weather

SATURDAY, APRIL 29TH

Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunny
High 42° High 48°
Low 29° Low 35°

SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH

Mostly Sunny
High 60°
Low 46°

- Showers Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
High 62° High 55° High 61°
Low 47° Low 36° Low 50°
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' AUTOMOTIVE
. & DETAIL

DETAIL spéélhz: $749.95

SPECIAL INCLUDES:
Wash Vehicle

Pressure Wash Wheel Wells

Paste Wax Exterior

Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior

Shampoo Floormats

Wipe Down Door Panels And Daskboard
Clean And Viny! And Leather

Polish Windows Inside And Out

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216
WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Roberta Nieves, 283 Colvin Ave., 14216

NORTH PALRK THEATLRE

OPENING FRIDAY

EXHIBITION OMN SCREEM:
VERMEER: THE GREATEST EXHIBITION

EXHIBITION ON SCREEN: VERMEER: THE GREATEST
EXHIBITION Fri 4/28: (2:00), (4:30), 7:00 Sat 4/29: (11:30am),
(1:45), 6:30 Sun 4/30: (2:00), (4:30), 7:00 Mon 5/1: (2:00),
(4:30), 7:00 Tue 5/2; (2:00), (4:30), 7:00 Wed 5/3: (2:00), (4:30),
7:00 Thur 5/4: (2:00), (4:30), 7:00

BLIND WILLOW, SLEEPING WOMAN Fri 4/28:
9:15 Sat 4/29: (4:00) Sun 4/30: 9:16 Mon 5/1: 9:156
Tue 6/2: 9:16 Wed 6/3: 9:156 Thur &/4: 9:156 ;
THE BURNED OVER DISTRICT Sat 4/29: 9:30

]
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1428 Herlel Ave., Bullalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

$39 .95

1,000 Full Color, Single Side
BUSINESS CARDS

From Your PDF File

Special!!!

Email Dennis at yourprinter2507@aol.com or
call 716-361-5764 for more information.

FREE PIZZA: A. Yeostros, 209 Crestwood Ave.,14216

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to BOB & JOHN'S
LAHACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.
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Stefan Mychajliw

Guest Columnist

Bombastic Broadcasting
Bombshells Booted

One of the most surreal
yet rewarding milestones
in my former life as a
broadcast journalist was
my first day as an anchor
working at WKBW, look-
ing up, and seeing legend-
ary anchor Irv Weinstein.
For those of us growing
up in Buffalo, the guy,
God rest his soul, was a
broadcasting legend.

Who can forget his
weaving alliteration in
a newscast, especially
breaking news stories.
If there was a shooting:
“hot lead flew on a cold
Buffalo night from pistol
packing punks.” Viewers
across the border thought
the Queen City was burn-
ing from a fire that didn’t
stop since the War of 1812
because every single night
“Buffalo Blaze Busters”
were battling a fire some-
where in the city.

Truth be told, credit is
also due to legendary be-
hind the scenes producer
Dennis Hirnle, one of the
nicest guys around and
highly respected producer
in the business that hon-
orably served our great
nation in the Vietnam
War.

At national level, two
other “big names in the
business” were no lon-
ger with their respective
networks, both departing
within minutes of each
other on Monday.

Fox News shockingly
announced it was parting
ways with media giant
Tucker Carlson. I love the
guy. He’s brilliant. Best
in the business. I'm not
saying that because he’s
had me on his show a few
times. Many folks only
watched Fox because of
Tucker Carlson.

Minutes later, CNN an-
nounced it was canning
Don Lemon after a disas-

trous and confrontational
“interview” with Repub-
lican Presidential candi-
date Vivek Ramaswamy.

I had two distinct re-
actions to Conservative
Carlson and Liberal Lem-
on being taken off the air.
One, thank God we have
the First Amendment and
freedom of speech in the
greatest country in the
world. And two, we are all
replaceable. All of us.

While I thoroughly en-
joyed watching Tuck-
er Carlson, I never ever
watched Don Lemon, let
alone CNN. That’s the
beauty of America. We
choose, not the govern-
ment, where we consume
news and information
from. The Buffalo Rocket,
Fox, CNN, we pick.

As for all of us being re-
placeable, it’s a sobering
reminder on what’s im-
portant in life. Look, I'm
guilty of “it” as well, some-

OUR SHELTER IS

urday 12-4, and Sunday 2-4.

at https:/friendsofchas.org/adopt

City of Buffalo Animal Shelter
380 N. Oak St. Buffalo
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OVERFLOWING WITH DOGS!

Bobby had a bit of bad luck recently when he
was left (along with his five other feline compan-
ions) in an apartment without any care or sup-
plies. While this is upsetting we prefer to think
of it as the end to one chapter and the start to
a much brighter one. He’s a little nervous in his
new surroundings but slowly coming around.
He's very affectionate and loving, we know his
new forever family will be thrilled to have found
him. Bobby is currently located at the PetSmart on
Elmwood Ave in North Buffalo. Visit him during
volunteer hours: Tuesday and Thursday 5-7, Sat-

If you would like to meet any of the adoptable dogs, please fill out an application online (if you are not already pre-
approved) , call the shelter, and leave a message with your name and phone number and the d%g you're interested in.
Have patience, and they will cal you back when they can. From there, a time will be schedule

meet the dog. Please be patient, and remember they are very short staffed at the moment. Applications can be found

716-851-5694

To see more great pets, visit: http://www.petfinder.com/pet- search’shelterld—NY341
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times drifting towards
the sin of pride when it
comes to being consumed
with things of the world.
Let’s get raw: how many
times have we thought
“none one else can do my
job” or “this place will fall
apart without me.”

I'll save you the sus-
pense: the world will
continue spinning on its
axis. America replac-
es the President of the
United States every four
years. Within minutes,
two media juggernauts
were gone from the air
without even a chance to
say goodbye to loyal view-
ers.

The lesson learned
is, every single day is
a gift. Let’s appreciate
the professional bless-
ings we have and use the
gifts that God gave us to
love and serve others in
whatever line of work we
choose. We never know
when this will be our last
day in the office or in life
in general.

Keith Radford did a hell
of a job stepping up when
Irv retired. Tucker Carl-
son’s career took off re-
placing a big name in Bill
O’Reilly. CNN is still go-
ing to be a massive dump-
ster fire with or without
Don Lemon. Life goes on.
It always does, and al-
ways will.

ke e ReERERERERRERERER R RERE RN
'9ﬁ@ﬁ@b##ﬁ*ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ####ﬁ'ﬁlﬁ@ﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬂ.

ADOPT A PET
This Week’s Featured Friend: BOBBY
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Enjoy Easy, Convenient
Online Ordering
and Get 15% OFF

Your Wedding |nvitations
at -.-;-,-.--.-,-.gal!egherprirting.cnm
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Felonies
From D' Dictrict

North Buffalo

April 22, 2023

Amherst Avenue — Com-
plainant reports that the
suspect did steal $357.17
worth of goods from the
store. After the suspect
was apprehended by se-
curity the suspect then
struck the victim in the
face multiple times caus-
ing bruising and swelling
to the victim’s right eye
and forehead. The sus-
pect was then subdued by
security whereby the se-
curity recovered a crack
pipe from the suspect
right head.

April 19, 2023

Delaware Avenue — Patrol
did respond to an assault
call at 2455 Delaware Av-
enue, Holiday House Tav-
ern. Upon arrival patrol
was given description of
female suspect and was
told she went to 2533 Del-
aware Avenue, where she
was apprehended in the
backroom of the estab-
lishment. Victim 1 stated
female suspect came be-
hind the bar where victim
1 was working and spit
on victim and di make
threats to kick victim 1’s
"ass". Victim 2 stated 'he
began to record the inci-
dent which the suspect
did then react to, hitting
Victim 2 in the head 2-3
times causing Victim 2 to
fall to the ground caus-
ing pain to his head and
lower back. When Victim
2 stood back up, he con-
tinued to record the inci-
dent and suspect did spit
on Victim 2 as she walked
by. Suspect did leave and
returned shortly after. As
Victim 3 was walking into
the bar, suspect did make
threats to punch Victim
3 and did in fact punch
Victim 3 in the right side
of the temple area. All
3 victims requested an
order of protection. All
3 victims did positively

ID suspect separately.
While suspect was being
escorted to the patrol ve-
hicle, suspect did pull
away from officers and
did also refuse multiple
commands to enter patrol
vehicle and did resist en-
tering patrol vehicle. Ap-
pearance ticket issued.

West Side

April 23, 2023

Ferguson Avenue — Offi-
cers responded to a stab-
bing call. Upon arrival
officers witnessed com-
plainant bleeding from
a small laceration to the
head. Victim stated de-
fendant struck her with
her phone in the head.
Defendant stated that
vietim did strike her first
then she did hit her in
self defense. Vietim did
refuse medical attention.

April 20 2023

Auburn Avenue — Defen-
dant reportedly pushed
victim through hall and
did choke her causing
pain and lightheaded-
ness. Events did occur in
front of her children ages
5, 8, and 9 years old.

April 19, 2023

Parkdale Avenue - De-
fendant did make vic-
tim fearful and did put
hands on victim pushing
her down to the ground
during an argument.

April 20, 2023

Grant Street — Defendant
along with five co-defen-
dants of which one is un-
known, while riding in
a New York registered
vehicle operated by vic-
tim did physically punch
and kick victim causing
victim substantial pain
to his body, large lacera-
tion to his forehead, and
loss of blood. All defen-
dants did actively engage
in vandalizing victims
property by throwing

alcoholic beverages on
the inside and outside of
his vehicle and throwing
property out of the vic-
tim’s car into the road-
way. Also damaged was
victim’s eyeglasses esti-
mated value of $150.00.
Approximate value of
all destroyed property is
$400.00.

April 20, 2023

Auburn Avenue - Vic-
tim reports that he was
awoken to shouting and
banging and came inside
to find the defendant on
the porch and the screen
door to be damaged. Vic-
tim states damage esti-
mated to be $500.00.

April 19, 2023

Hawley Street — Defen-
dant did push victim
1 over, causing injury
to right leg, and then
pushed elderly victim 2
over causing injury to
both legs requiring am-

bulance. Appearance
ticket issued.
Riverside

April 24, 2023

Esser Avenue - Victim

states a verbal argument
started over defendant
taking the phone away
from her daughter which
escalated into defendant
kicking victim in the
stomach. Victim states
she ran upstairs and de-
fendant followed her and
struck her with a closed
fist in the nose causing it
to swell and bleed. Victim
was checked by AMR. Vic-
tim also states defendant
did stop her from opening
the door for police and
held her in the bathroom.

April 19, 2023

Riverside Avenue - The
victim states that her
child’s father became an-
gry and she came home
late with her sister. When
she asked him to leave
he refused and began re-
peatedly punching her
in the face causing pain,
bruising, and swelling to
her left eye. Cuts to her
right arm were also vis-
ible. This did happen in
front of the victim’s three
young children.

Kids' Maze

©2023 King Features Syndicate, inc.

Answers on page seven.

YMCA To Host Healthy Kids Day®

Continued from page one.
Drive, Amherst

Interview opportu-
nity available between
11:00 am — 12:00 pm with
Communications
Director Mike

Baggerman at In-
dependent Health
Family YMCA
Ken-Ton
Family
YMCA: 535 the
Belmont
Avenue,
Kenmore
Lockport Fam-
ily YMCA: 5833
Snyder Drive, Lockport
Southtowns Family
YMCA: 1620 Southwestern
Boulevard, West Seneca
William-Emslie Family
YMCA: 585 William Street,
Buffalo

For specific activities
at each location, please
visit www.YMCABN.org/

healthy-kids-day.
Locally

founded in
1852, YMCA
Buffalo Ni-
agara is a
charitable,
community
based organiza-
tion committed
to providing pro-
grams designed to
~ build a healthy spir-
" it, mind, and body for
all. The YMCA’s focus
on youth development,
healthy living and social
responsibility is reflected
in the variety of programs
that are offered to all ages
and abilities. For more in-
formation please visit YM-
CABN.org

Licenses Risk Suspension For
Vision Screening Lapse

Continued from page one.
to obey past communica-
tions from the DMV.

There are three options
to show that you have vi-
sual acuity of at least
20/40 (based on the Snel-
len Visual Acuity Scale) in
either or both eyes, with or
without corrective lenses,
in order to meet the NYS
DMV requirement:

Pass a vision test by an
approved provider and the

provider will enter the re-
sults to the DMV’s Vision
Registry for you,;

If you pass a vision test
from a provider that is not
approved to be in DMV’s
Vision Registry, your pro-
vider must complete a Vi-
sion Test Report (MV-619)
and you can submit the
original copy by mail: Erie
County Auto Bureau, 170
Pearl Street, Buffalo, NY
14202.

~ King

Crossword

ACROSS E
1 Chanteuse

Edith 12

5 Links org.

8 Too

12 Kotb of
"Today"

13 Filch

14 500 sheets
15 Rat- —

16 Eternally
18 Large gong

20 Try to hear
better, maybe
21 Author
Bagnold
23 Nabokov
novel
24 Symbol of
stability
28 La Scala solo 56 57
31 — tai (cock-
tail) 54 Hideaway 8 Fleet 29 Charged bit
32 Van Gogh 55 Curry and 9 "MonaLisa” 30 "Life of Pi"
venue Landers painter director Lee
34 Mafiaboss 56 "Game, —, 10 Rani'swrap 33 Tizzy
35 Hostels match!” 11 Portent 36 Gushes forth
37 Vespers 57 Dele undoer 17 Stephen of 38 Slowpokes
39 Secret agent "Still Crazy" 40 "Rah!"
41 Ms. DOWN 19 "Puppy Love" 42 Ms. McEntire
Brockovich 1 Excellent, in singer 43 Infamous tsar
42 Ceremony slang 22 Look (into) 44 High tennis
45 Slanted type 2 Speck 24 Brit. record shots
49 The whole 3 Leading man?  label 46 Aspiring
crowd 4 Plump up 25 Moving vehi- atty.'s exam
51 Actress Fisher 5 Opening night  cle 47 "Would — to
52 Lure 6 State VIP 26 Genius you?"
53 Some coll. 7 Genesis 27 Most skepti- 48 Shopper's aid
degrees shepherd cal 50 Scot's refusal

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page seven.

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: B. A. Crocker, 503 Tacoma Ave., 14216
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Northwest

Buffalo Beat
] By Dave Gallagher AKA Joc Borty

The Heavenly Dinner?

When my wife was
put on comfort care that
meant she was taken off
all life support, made com-
fortable, and out of pain.
This was at her request.
It meant there would be a
brief time before she made
the transition. Since her
hospitalization was in the
middle of Covid she was
only allowed one visitor
a day and that was me.
None of the eight children
had seen her for at least
a month. When she went
onto comfort care, we were
all allowed in the room
with her at the same time.
The children and me. She
was still wide awake and
responsive. She joked, she
sang, she reminisced, and
it was a good day. The one
thing she said that kind of
shocked me was that she
said she would see us all
in Heaven. Followed by,
“I think you will all make
it!”

Now this surprised me
as we had talked about
Heaven many times,
since we were in our twi-
light years. We were both
brought up as Catholics
and were taught about

Heaven, Hell, and Pur-
gatory. Since our young
minds had to deal with
the death of beloved ones
we really wanted to be-
lieve and accepted the
teachings. As we grew
older and saw more of our
loved ones pass it became
increasingly difficult to
believe that we would be
with them again in Heav-
en. Even came to the point
where we found It diffi-
cult to believe. After much
discussion we were disbe-
lievers. That is why when
she said I will see you all
in Heaven I looked at her
and wondered. What hap-
pened in these past few
days that made her such a
strong believer? As sad as
I was and in grief knowing
the end was near, it was
heartening to see her hap-
py with these thoughts.
She really believed that
she was going to Heaven
and see all of us again. I
sat there silently and did
not speak. I had prayed
every night for her recov-
ery, so I had my doubts,
especially when she died.
I kind of lost my religion
like many do in these cir-

E[@umwma%

Q932|HerreL]AvENBUFFALOYNYII4 21619

Juicery

1020 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222 - (716) 431-3815

-

FREE PIZZA: John Spasiano, 116 Crestwood Ave., 14216

cumstances. As much as
I would like to see her
again, Heaven as we were
led to believe, just faded
in my mind. Sorry.

My existence now is
alone in Florida as 1
choose to escape the snow,
ice and cold. Many of my
friends down here have
either passed or moved
away. That is the nega-
tive part of growing old.
The other day, in just one
of the many days down
here, I had three people
preach to me about Heav-
en. One old friend called
me, another messaged
me and the third was a
stranger who came to pick
up something she bought
off me on Craigslist. That
day I was overloaded with
religious philosophy. They
all meant well and had
strong beliefs. Trying to
make me feel better in my
grief.

That night I had the
strangest dream. We all
know dreams are some-
times strange and we
have no control over what
they contain. They are
what they are. I will tell
you about this one as it
is timely after a day of
listening about Heaven.
Here is what I recollect
about the dream. You can
draw your own conclu-
sions as to what it meant.
I have my own.

My wife and I entered
an Italian restaurant. You
could tell it was Italian.
We were with another cou-
ple, and I do not recall who
they were. We ran into my
sister and her husband
and some other living peo-
ple. I ordered and it was
delivered quickly. It was
exceptionally good, and I
seemed to really enjoy it.
What happened next was
bizarre. Sitting at the next
table were my aunts and
my mother. The five Ital-
ian sisters who have all
passed. They were having
a wonderful time, laugh-
ing, talking, and eating,
which they all loved to do.
I was happy to see them,
and it did not seem the
least bit strange. At an-
other table my Uncle Joe,
a real Italian, who has
also passed, stood up and
was telling a joke. I then
noticed that everyone in
the restaurant were my
Italian American friends
who have passed. The peo-
ple serving in the restau-
rant were the best and did
everything they could to
please. I ordered lasagna,
manicotti spaghetti and
meatballs and I was able
to eat it all and not get
full. It was heavenly. Did
I get a taste of one of the
many things that happens
in Heaven? I like to think
so. It was fun seeing all
those people. Being able
to eat all you want. What
do you think, was this a
sign of what could be?

If You Build It, They Will Come.

Continued from page one.
chanical equipment. The
building would sit on the
southeast corner of Sho-
shone Park and would be
accessible off of Beard Av-
enue and the Parking lot
behind the Niagara Fron-
tier Transit Station at
LaSalle and Main Street.

With registration num-
bers growing in the years
since 2020, the Hertel
North Park Youth Base-
ball and Softball League
has fought to coach boys
and girls year round in
suburban areas outside
the City limits that have
facilities such as this, but
the length of time in trav-
el to these sites has prov-
en costly to North Buffalo
parents. A new facility
such as this in Shoshone
Park evens the playing
fields against opponents
on a boys or girls travel
schedule.

"This is a long time
coming," said one League
official Monday Night.
"In games against Cen-
tral Amherst, Lou Geh-
rig or Mel Ott Leagues,
we needed to pay to use
a facility in order to prac-
tice for games that were
scheduled in late winter
or early fall, if the weath-
er was chilly or damp.
We’ve needed something
like this."

In a packed meeting
room on the ninth floor
of City Hall, represen-
tatives

from Young +

Wright, the buildings’
architects, were on hand
to answer questions from
the City and the general
public on hand in show of
support. Members of the
Board of Officers for Her-
tel North Park were well
represented as well as
University District Coun-
cilmember Rasheed N.C.
Wyatt, who represents
the area of homes imme-
diately around Shoshone
Park.

The 1.94-acre site at
445 Beard Avenue is
bounded by playing fields
to the north, as well as
two parking lots and in-
dustrial properties. The
City would also incorpo-
rate a right-of-way on
Beard into the project.
The $7.25 million project
would also include new
utility connections, grad-
ing, sidewalks, stairs and
a new connection to the
adjacent Niagara Fron-
tier Transportation Au-
thority Parking lot.

"The League is excited
that the City has taken
this step toward making
this a reality for North
Buffalo children and fam-
ilies and we look forward
to working with all par-
ties involved in bringing
a new chapter to the his-
tory of the Hertel North
Park Youth Baseball and
Softball League," said
John Hornung, president
of the HNPYBL in his
meeting Monday evening.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF

HOCUS-FOCUS

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Ask Rusty — About Social Security
Benefits for My Minor Children

Dear Rusty: I will be
62 in 2024 and am consid-
ering starting benefits at
that time. I will have two
children under the age of
18. One of them will be 10
and the other 15. Will they
be able to draw benefits in
addition to my benefits?
Signed: Father of Two

Dear Father of Two:
Yes, if you claim your So-
cial Security retirement
benefits at 62, your minor
children will be able to
get benefits from you un-
til they are 18 years old
(or up to 19 if still in high
school). You will likely be
designated as Representa-
tive Payee for those bene-
fits and will be obligated to
use them only for your chil-
dren’s behalf (which could
include simply saving the
money for their future).
But there’s more to consid-
er.

Normally, a minor child
is eligible for 50% of the
parent’s full retirement
age (FRA) entitlement
(even if you claim at 62),
but Social Security’s Fam-
ily Maximum will likely
restrict each child’s benefit
to make it less than 50%.
Then, once the 15-year-
old ages-out of eligibility
at 18 (or 19), the younger
child’s benefit will increase
to the full 50% of your FRA
amount. That is — unless
you are married and your
wife will also be collecting
a spousal benefit on your

record. In that case, the
Family Maximum will lim-
it payments for all of the
dependents receiving pay-
ments based on your SS
record (both your children
and your wife). Generally,
the Family Maximum 1is
between 150% and 188%
of your FRA entitlement,
from which your own FRA
entitlement is subtracted,
leaving 50% to 88% of the
Family Maximum for your
dependents.

It’s important to remem-
ber that by claiming your
own SS retirement bene-
fit at age 62 your monthly
payment will be cut by 30%
(you’ll get 70% of your FRA
entitlement), and that is
a permanent reduction.
So, you may wish to eval-
uate whether the money
your children will get un-
til they are 18 will offset
the lifetime reduction to
your own benefit payment.
Your life expectancy is im-
portant when making that
decision, and if you wish
to estimate your potential
longevity I suggest using
this tool.

It’s also important to re-
member that claiming ben-
efits before your full retire-
ment age will mean that, if
you work, you’ll be subject
to Social Security’s “earn-
ings test” which limits how
much you can earn before
some of your benefits are
taken away. The earnings
limit changes annually

AREA SENIOR CENTERS

NORTH BUFFALO

RIVERSIDE
KENMORE
WEST SIDE

GLORIA J. PARKS COMMUNITY CENTER - 3242 Main St. Buffalo 14214  832-1010
NORTH BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 203 Sanders Rd. Buffalo 14216 768-1004

NORTHWEST BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 155 Lawn Ave. Buffalo 14207 876-8108
KENMORE SENIOR CENTER - 135 Wilber Ave. Kenmore 14217 873-0737

WEST SIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES - 161 Vermont St. Buffalo 14213 884-6616
CONCERNED ECUMENICAL MINISTRY (CEM) - 286 Lafayette Ave. Buffalo 14213 882-2442
FATHER BELLE COMMUNITY CENTER - 104 Maryland St. Buffalo 14201 845-0485
RICHMOND-SUMMER SENIOR CENTER - 337 Summer St. Buffalo 14222 885-3290

(it’s $21,240 for 2023) and,
if the limit is exceeded, SS
will withhold $1 in ben-
efits for every $2 you are
over the limit. They will
withhold future benefits to
recover anything you owe
for exceeding the earnings
limit and, if your benefits
are withheld for this rea-
son, your dependents’ ben-
efits will also be withheld
for those same months.
So, your plans for working
should be weighed careful-
ly in deciding whether to
claim your Social Security
benefits early.

To summarize: If you
won’t work full time after
age 62 and you’re comfort-
able with 70% of your FRA
benefit entitlement for the
rest of your life, then claim-
ing at 62 will also entitle
your children (and possi-
bly your wife) to dependent
benefits (restricted by the
Family Maximum). But,
if you continue to work
full time, Social Security’s
earnings test will likely
mean neither you nor your
dependents can receive full
Social Security benefits at
this time. And for clarity,
the earnings limit no lon-
ger applies after you reach
your full retirement age.

This article is intended
for information purpos-
es only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National
Social Security Association
(NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security  Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a

Crisis
services

this mament forwarnd

WE'RE HERE

“

TO HELP!

24 HOUR
CRISIS HOTLINE

BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY

716-834-3131

24 HOUR
ADDICTION
HOTLINE

BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY

716-831-7007

question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-

visory) or email us at ss-
advisor@amacfoundation.
org.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

9 4 3
5 8 6
4 3 1
1 8 3
6 5 4
5 9 6
1 6 4 8
8 9 7
2 715

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate ¢ € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. Answers on page seven.

FREE PIZZA: Elaine Megna, 360 Parker Ave., 14216

i

AM1440 FM105.3

WEBR RADIO.COM
PLAYING THEBESTOFTHET0S & 808!

Home for
NY Yankees
Radio in
Western
New York!

HOMETOW E.

WLVL i3404
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Reunion for ALL years
of Nativity of the BVM
School on Albany Street.
To be held at: Town of
Clarence Park (large pa-
vilion-capacity 300) 10405
Main Street Clarence, N.Y.
14031 Date: Sunday July
9th, 2023 from 10:00am-
8:00pm-Potluck Reserva-
tions are a must! RSVP by
6/30/23 to: Helen (Brown)
Kurzdorfer at 716-400-7977
Rosie (DiLiberto) Mendol-
era at 716-881-1306.

Wit o

Ten Lives Club recently
hosted a Kitten Shower at
their main shelter located
on Lakeshore Rd in Blas-
dell. At the event, there
were cupcakes, appetizers
and punch for guests to en-
joy. Guests enjoyed visiting
with the cats and kittens
while also taking a spin at
the prize wheel. During the
event, there were also three
adoptions! The kitten show-
er raised the nonprofit over
$20,000. Donations raised
from the kitten shower are
greatly appreciated as Ten
Lives Club is expecting over
900 kittens to enter their
shelter program. The ex-
penses of kitten supplies,
medical care and spay/
neuter is estimated to cost
the shelter over $300,000.
Ten Lives Club’s main shel-
ter lobby was filled with
gifts and donations from
guests and supporters. The
non-profit is still accepting
monetary and gift donations
that will go towards the care
of incoming kittens. Donat-
ed gifts ranged from nursing
bottles to hand-made blan-
kets to heating pads to help
incoming kittens during the
season. For more informa-
tion about donating or to
make a donation, please call
their Main Shelter at (716)
646-5577 ext. 6.

Wittt o

he :
apevine

b

The East Side Garden
Walk! A free self-guid-
ed garden tours Satur-
day and Sunday, July 22
& 23, 2023, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Deadline to register
to show your garden on
the tour is May 15, 2023.
Register online at East-
SideGardenWalk.com.
Your garden does not need
to be perfect; no one’s gar-
den ever is. If you have a
garden in the footprint of
East Side Garden Walk,
you're welcome to partic-
ipate. There are no fancy
garden criteria—no site
visits, no judging, no en-
try fees, nothin’— all you
have to do is be proud of
your little spot of earth.
It does not need to be gi-
ant. It does not need to be
professionally landscaped.
Gardens range from large
to a few square feet — reg-
ister your front, back,
or side garden; your up-
per porch (seen from the
street); or your business
storefront dolled up with
plantings! It is the diver-
sity that makes the event
a success. The East Side
Garden Walk is more than
a free self-guided garden
tour! It’s a way for resi-
dents to take control of
the narrative for our com-
munity. We share gardens,
stories, and our spirit of
perseverance with those
from within and outside
our neighborhood. The
tour counters the negative
stigma often portrayed on
the news — by creating pos-
itive stories of our homes
and our neighborhood. We
use our love of gardening
and community to create
connections between gar-
deners, neighbors, and
visitors. East Side Garden
Walk is an event produced
by Gardens Buffalo Niaga-
ra (GBN) whose mission is
to create more vibrant and
beautiful communities by
sharing our gardens. Oth-

er GBN events include
Garden Walk Buffalo,
Tours of Open Gardens on
Thursdays and Fridays in
July, The Buffalo Style
Garden Art Sale, and Ur-
ban Farm Day.

Wit it v

The Buffalo Cherry
Blossom Festival is cel-
ebrating its 10th year as
Western New York’s pre-
mier springtime celebra-
tion on April 29th and
April 30th. The Buffalo Ol-
msted Parks Conservancy,
The Buffalo History Muse-
um, Friends of the Japa-
nese Garden, and Music is
Art will once again partner
to host a celebration of the
spring season and cherry
blossoms in the Japanese
Garden in Delaware Park.
This event is hosted by
the Buffalo Olmsted Parks
Conservancy, Friends of
the Japanese Garden, Mu-
sic is Art, and The Buffalo
History Museum. For tick-
ets and more information,
visit www.buffalocherry-
blossomfestival.

it o

Buffalo Olmsted Parks
are launching the 2023
park’s inaugural Derby Day
Fundraising Event Hosted
at The Terrace in Delaware
Park, 199 Lincoln Parkway
on Saturday, May 8, 5:30pm
— 8:00pm. Reflecting the
style of the Kentucky Derby
itself, attendees are encour-
aged to wear their hats and
bowties. Box seat tickets to
the 2024 Kentucky Derby
or the 2023 Saratoga Race-
track are set to be the top
prizes for the Derby Day
Fundraiser raffle. Tickets
can be purchased at www.
bfloparks.org/derby2023.

Submit Your
Community Event to

(3F*apevine

editor.buffalorocket
@gmail.com

SCRAMBLERS

erved.

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. Al rights res

Behind

FRATE

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Plenty

MAPLE

Pierce

CLEAN

Pursue

ACHES

Answers on page seven.

"I've learned one thing in the third grade —
when | get married it wont be to any

TODAY’'S WORD

MAGIC MAZE @ — TRAIL

HIJHEBYVTQODLTIGD
BYWTRPMKIFODBYW
UPSQOWMKINRTFDB Z
XAPPALACHI ANWU S
QPEOENLGIJATMTHF
DECFZAYWOTTITIVNE
TROPAVSQPNDNLOL
KIHFLTECHUTIEBGT
ZYWVBUNSAORKEET
QPNMNGI APMACSRA
LJINOITASNEDNOZC

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: HO CHI — TRAIL

Appalachian Cattle Mountain  Ski
Audit Condensation  Oregon Vapor
Blaze Deer Paper Wagon
Campaign Iditarod Santa Fe

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.
Answers on page seven.

Pop Quiz
Test your knowledge!
1) Which movie gave actor Tom Hanks his first Oscar?

2) Apollo astronauts reported that the Moon smelled like

what substance?

3) How many stars are on the Australian flag?

4) Which president killed a man who insulted him in a duel?

5) Which pop group produced the hit song “God Only Knows”?

6) “The Brady Bunch” features how many blended
family members?

7) What is the official language of the United States?

8) What is the state capital of Rhode Island?

9) Which is the only planet in our solar system that is not
named after a god or goddess?

10) What is a cheese connoisseur called?

Last Answers: 1. Taco Bell. 2. “The Carol Burnett Show” 3.

Honolulu, Hawaii (Pearl Harbor). 4. Vertebrae. 5. Death Valley,

California. 6. Ruby. 7. Mater. 8. Ulysses Grant. 9. Shaking my
head. 10. Hundred Acre Wood.
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CLASSIFIED

Notice of Formation of Hayden Lucas,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 12/30/22. Office
location: Erie County. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: Hayden Lucas, LLC,
401 Delaware Ave Apt. 101, Buffalo,
NY 14202. Purpose: Any Lawful Activi-
ty. 17

Notice of Formation of Lolliath
ARTS LLC Articles of Org. filed with
the Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/03/2023. Office in Erie County.
SSNY is the designated agent of
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to 228 Park Ave S,
PMB 184561, New York, New York
10003-1502 US. Any lawful purpose.
19

PUBLIC AUCTION to satisfy over-
due storage charges pursuant to
UCC Code Section 7- 209, 210,
and/or Articles 8 and 9, Sections
182, 184, 201, 201A-203 of the Lien
Law of the State of New York, April
23, 2023, through April 30, 2023,
online at www.cashauction.com
The following units will be auctioned
from Colvin Storage; Kevin Sullivan
Unit 103, Mark Adams Unit 93, Rick
Gould Unit 115. All units are con-
tents of the storage unit. This list
is an incomplete, representative
sample only. All items are subject to
redemption before the sale, and are
sold “as is, where is.” 15% Buyer’s
Premium. Cash Auctions 716.282.8
466. 17

Thank you for
patronizing our

ADVERTISERS

Your ads could reach

10,000

homes EVERY week?

Calldur office at:

632-0808

for details! -

i Btk

LEGAL

PUBLIC AUCTION to satisfy overdue
storage charges pursuant to UCC Code
Section 7- 209, 210, and/or Articles 8
and 9, Sections 182, 184, 201, 201A-
203 of the Lien Law of the State of New
York, April 30, 2023, through May 7,
2023, online at www.cashauction.com
The following units will be auctioned
from Metro Storage; Diane Breggins

2F435, Michel Sweeney Unit MM935,
John Chassin Unit LL164, Jordan Ben-
nett Unit 2F344, Mekelle Dunbar Units
MM927 and MM925, Kevin McKinnis
Unit LL79. All units are contents of the
storage unit. This list is an incomplete,
representative sample only. All items
are subject to redemption before the
sale, and are sold “as is, where is.”

Unit BKOO3A, Barbara McCulley Unit
LL81, Demetrius Yarborough Unit

FOR SALE

Winter Auto Floor Mats,
Brand new Jeep Compass
Floor Mats. $50.00. Call 716-

15% Buyer’s Premium. Cash Auctions
716.282.8466. 18

Feral cat houses with straw
bedding for outdoor cats.
FREE. Call 716-877-4682.

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. After 2. Ample;
3. Lance; 4. Chase

Today’s Word
TEACHER

Puzzle on page six.

248-5344.

Georgio of Beverly Hills 20" x
16" Beach bag with Slide out
purse. $25.00. Call 716-836-
1913.

Dresses size 8 for holidays.
$20.00. Call 716-877-4682.

Apple Air Pods Pro, Text or
Call 716-444-6999 for price.

28| SCHOOL'S OPEN

DRIVE CAREFULLY

Skis with bindings, Ladies ski
boots 8.5 M, barely used, ex-
cellent condition. $98.00. Call
716-877-1565.

Ski boots - Swiss Raichle
191RE, ladies size 7 $99.00.
Call 716-877-4682.

HELP WANTED

SW Eng III - M&T Bank, Buffalo, NY. Prfrm compx
sys analysis, dsgn, & dev.; Reqs: Bach (or forgn equiv)
in IT or rel tech fld; + 4 yrs exp in app dev use Spring
Boot or Java; recmd & implmnt sys soltns; bld out
front-end & back-end code; dev JavaScript code; Agile
dev; & dev web-based code use HTML & CSS. Apply
to: ealoisio@mtb.com Ref Job ID# HP

SQL Data Admin - M&T Bank, LLC, Buffalo, NY. resp
for prvdng DB sprt for the Sys team & all app that the
sprt team supports; Regs: Bach in Info Tech or rltd; 4
yrs exp DB cap plning & mnging DB growth;
upgrading & mgrating DB; Dr mngmnt ensuring DB
meet Cy Sec stdrds; prfm DN mtnence incl IDX Frag &
Stats Rebuilds; & SQL. Apply to: ealoisio@mtb.com Ref
Job ID #MK

M&T Bank in Buffalo, NY seeks SW Engin III resp for
maintain & upgrade ID mngmnt system for Workforce
— Sailpoint IIQ. Regs: Bach (or foreign equiv) in Comp
Sci, Eng, or rltd tech field + 6 yrs exp dev SW code in
Beanshell to create wrkflw on Sailpoint IdentityIQ
pltfrm; 3 yrs dev SW in Java; 1 yr use SQL to query &
trblshoot DBs; prfrm version ctrl use GIT; & manage
tix w/i Jira. Resumes to ealoisio@mtb.com. Job Code
SS.

SHOP LOCAL!

Ir's GETTING TO BE THAT TIME

OF YEAR TO GET YOUR
GUTTERS CLEANED!

SAM TERRANOVA
876-2500 716-563-0836

voreD BEsT TALIAN sausaGe INwiy]  REPAIR, Quauiry Work
-BUFFALO SPREE

JOHNNY'S
MEATS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE

Business Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm,
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

Kids' Maze Solution
| I_|_I__LL__I

5 L=

1

i

|

g Puzzle on page three.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus — Weekly SUDOKU —
be adored, glorified, loved and
pre - served, now and forever. Answer
Sacred Heart of Jesus’s pray for
us. St Jude worker of miracles 8|(1|6|3(7|4]|5|9|2
pray for us. St Jude helper of the gl2l71518l6l3]1!4
hopeless pray for us. Say this
prayer 9 times a day for 9 days. 4|5/3|9|2|1[7]6|8
By the 8th day your prayer will be 6(3(9l1/4(8|2|5|7
answered. Publication must be
promised. Thank you St Jude for 2|8/1[6/5/7])4|3)|9
prayers answered. AP 7|4|5|12|9(3|6|8]|1
3|6|2|7(1](9]|8|4|5
1/7|4]|8|3|5]|]9|2]|6
— TRAIL 5/olsla]6]2|1]7]3
(o]
Puzzle on page six.
R
A
T
FOR RENT

AFFORDABLE
LIVING!

(NO I TA\SNEDNIoJC)

Puzzle on page six.

Senior 55+ commu-

— King Crossword —

Answers

55+ community,
rent as low as $600/
month. Includes all
utilities plus cable

Solution time: 22 mins.

and internet.
AT Brothers of Mercy
-N% Senior Apts.
Ve
AN 716-759-2122

Puzzle on page three.
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OFFERING
$15 HAIRCUTS
ON TUESDAYS

SQ

sqghairsalon.com

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393 CALL FOR DETAILS

‘ |
3?75@5@

T TR

VOTED

BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
-BUFFALO SPREE

GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD'S

11*91 ﬁ@]ﬂ?ﬂ. AVENUE

MPS

Busi m@ss Holurs:
ING ST Friti8famz 5:3 0 pm!

.7 f‘

Gttt

ttotm@ ﬂo[bmmwsm@aﬁ&@@ﬁn

S

Fegerrnce D
Opitigue ¥

SHERIDAN-DELAWARE PLAZA
1754 Sheridan Drive » Buffalo, NY 14223

S74-4600
?/{) Covams ¥ Conlacls ¥ Eye (“///u()

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Eye Med
Univera

. )A(’.;/ ’

Davis Vision =
Community Blue -

/_‘77 ((((( c 77(*

BTF +« Community Care -«
Spectera * NVA + VSP -

n(’_‘/%..u ¢ L({ e el /::’r' . fl:’o.*'(‘(‘/'(sﬂ.; /hﬁf'ar(f

MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

Our Own Stuffed
Pork Chops

$3.99 Ib.

Slab
Bacon

$4.89.

$2.00 4

Do it with a CLASSIFIED AD in the Buffalo Rochet!

ADVERTISING GETS RESULTS! CALL DENNIS GALLAGHER AT 716.632.0808

Frozen
Chicken Fingers

$19.955 bag.

Chicken
Pot Pies

$3.99..

Frozen

Cooked
Shrimp
$8.99 .

D. LAWRENCE

GINNANE
FUNERAL HOME

A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.

o Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals
« Advance of Need Planning

e Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts

« Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

telping qoat famddly
celebrate life.
3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

Pork
Baby Back Ribs

$2.99..

Boneless and Skinless

Chicken Breast

$2.99..

$95 MEAT j ¢125 MEAT
PACKAGE PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin
Gteaks

4 |bs. Ground Chuck

3 Ibs. Bacon or
Pork Sausage

5 Ibs. Chicken Thighs

4 Ibs. Halian
Sausage

3 Ibs. Sahlens

Hot Dogs

6-8 oz. Sirloin
Gteaks
5 Ibs. Ground Chuck
3 Ibs. Bacon or
Pork Sausage
5 Ibs. Chicken Thighs
4 |bs. Chicken Breasts
4 Ibs. Italian Sausage
3 Ib. Pork Roast

3 Ibs. Sahlens
Hot Dogs

“KORONA JEWELRY

Lab Grown Diamonds
V220N Same Quality,
¥  More Sustainable,

More Affordable.

Korﬁ:ru—i.]ewclr}-'. com
1588 Hertel Ave.
Bﬁlﬁ'alo, NY
716-834-4755

Delivery
11 am Until
Closing
1545 HERTEL AVENUE & 836-541 1
awvou canear SPAGHETTI! Asu DAY MONDAY E% » YD AY
Bty i $4 99 2.50 OFF [SPECIAL
EVERYDAY SPECIAL LARGE 5 TOPPING PIZZA
(2) Regular 14” Cheese Pizzas Veggie or Meat & 20 WINGS

Red, White or Bleu Cheese Sauces Available $3 oo OFF
$30.00 524.00 .

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

Che Wellington Pub

NEXT TO BOB & JOHNS |54|HERTEL AVENUE . 833'9899

Voted BUFFALO’S BEST

BANQUET ROOM

FULL MENU
UAPC%M;;OPDEAOTPEEE AVAILABLE FOR
SERVE[I ALL DAY TAKE OUT

Call for Reservations FRIDAY ONLY

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com




