>

Buffalo Rocket

COMMUNITY NEWS

Distributing to North Buffalo, West Side and Riverside * Established in 1969

Publishers of North Buffalo Rocket, West Side Times & Riverside Times

D

This year’s Thanksgiving is coming up on Thursday, November 23rd. Ask yourself,

what are you thankful for this year?

Mayor Byron Brown and
CEO of West Herr Auto-
motive Group, as well as
Members of his Execu-
tive Team, dropped
off 500 frozen tur-
keys and accom-
panying bags of
Thanksgiving food
items at Buffalo
City Hall, all of

Mayor Brown  said,
“Thanksgiving Day is a
time to be thankful, a time
to remember, and a time
to appreciate those whose
efforts have helped to
ensure that every-
one has food on the
table this Thanks-
giving Day holi-
day. West Herr

which are going to
families in need. The event
took place in the parking
area along Jerge Drive,
outside Buffalo City Hall.

Automotive is one
of Buffalo’s strong pub-
lic-private relationships,
and on behalf of City res-
idents, I thank West Herr

President and CEO Scott
Bieler for his continued
generosity. In Buffalo,
we’ve been through a lot
over the last few years, and
while recovery efforts con-
tinue, challenges remain
for many of our friends,
family, and neighbors. In
the spirit of thankfulness,
I am grateful to the West
Herr Family!”

The turkeys dropped off
at City Hall were a portion
of a larger total of more
Continued on page five.

Motorists Submit Vision Test Before NYS DMV Deadline

Erie County Clerk Mi-
chael P. Kearns is reminding
drivers once again that they
are in risk of having their
driver’s license suspended if
they fail to comply with New
York State Department
of Motor Vehicles (NYS
DMYV) vision screening
policy.

Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,
motorists were allowed to
renew their New York State
driver license on-line by
self-certifying their vision. By
doing so they agreed to sub-
mit a vision test within one
year of that date. According
to Kearns, the NYS DMV is
issuing this final warning, “If

your license expired between
3/1/2020 — 8/31/2021 and you
renewed online by self-cer-
tifying your vision, but have
not submitted a vision test to
the NYS DMV, your license

will be suspended on

12/01/2023.”

"We are asking those
who chose to self-certi-
fy their vision online to

complete the screening
process,” said Erie Coun-
ty Clerk Michael P. Kearns.
“If you have failed to submit
your vision test results, or
take one at your local DMV
office, you are putting your
driving privileges in jeopardy
of immediate suspension. Do
not ignore this final remind-

”»

er.

Kearns stated, "Per the
NYS DMV, this type of sus-
pension will remain open on
the driving record until the
motorist submits the accept-
able proof of the eye exam.
Once acceptable action has
been completed by the mo-
torist, the suspension will be
cleared. However, as this is a
manual process, it may take
up to 5 days for the suspen-
sion to be removed from NYS
DMV system.

The NYS DMV has again
sent reminder notices to driv-
ers who renewed their driver
license on-line and chose to
defer their vision test upon
Continued on page seven.
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Participants
annual trot are encour-
aged to pick up their
packets Monday through
Wednesday from 10:00
am to 7:00 pm. Race
Day packet pickup is
also available from 7:00
to 8:30 am at the Dela-
ware Family YMCA lo-
cated at 2564 Delaware
Avenue in Buffalo. Race
participants are strong-
ly encouraged to pick up
ktheir packets prior to the

[ Packet Pick-Up Begins For 128th |

Annual YMCA Turkey Trot

Trotters
ing in the 128th Annual
YMCA Turkey Trot can
begin to pick up their
pre-race packets at the
Independent
Family YMCA, located
at 150 Tech Drive in Am-

race date. Trotters are
also encouraged to bring
non-perishable food dona-
tions to support the YM-
CA’s annual food drive
with FeedMore WINY.
Media is invited to
the Independent Health
YMCA beginning at 10:00
am during the packet
pickup period. In-person
interview opportunities
with Turkey Trot repre-
sentatives will be avail-
able starting at 10:00 am.
Buffalo’s time-honored
Thanksgiving Day tradi-
tion, the YMCA Turkey
Trot, kicks off at 9:00
am sharp Thanksgiving
morning, November 23
at the corner of Delaware
and Tacoma Avenues in
North Buffalo. -

participat-

Health

in the

MWemaories

November, 1984. LOOKS GOOD...There’s soup
in the pot at the City Mission, thanks in part to
the donations of many North Buffalo residents,
who donated over 1300 canned and bowed food
items in the Kiwanis-Sample-sponsored food
drive to stock the empty shelves. Pictured above
is the Rev. Timberlake with chief cook, volunteer
Jasper Rivera. At right is Timberlake with Peter
Cammarata, who just finished unloading the
donated food.

From the Buffalo Rocket archives
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AUTOMOTIVE
& DETAIL

DETAIL SPECIAL: $149. 95

SPECIAL INCLUDES:
Wash Vehicle

Pressure Wash Wheel Wells

Paste Wax Exterior

Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior

Shampoo Floormats

Wipe Down Door Panels And Daskboard
Clean And Vinyl And Leather

Polish Windows Inside And Out

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216

WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Michelle Swygert, 159 Norwalk Ave Apt. Lowr., 14216

FREE PIZZA: John R. Hutzler, 169 St. Lawrence Ave., 14216

NOLRTH PARK THEATDLDE

NOW PLAYING
THE HOLDOVERS

THE HOLDOVERS Fri 11/24: (1:15), (4:05), 7:00,
9:50 Sat 11/25: (2:15), (5:05), 7:55 Sun 11/26:
(2:15), (5:05), 7:55 Mon 11/27: (1:15 OPEN
CAPS), (4:05), 7:00 Tue 11/28: (1:15), (4:05),
7:00 Wed 11/29: (1:15), (4:05), 7:00 Thur
11/30: (1:15), (4:05), 7:00

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE (1946)
Sat 11/25: (11:30am) Sun 11/26:
(11:30am)

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

5% OFF i tis ad)

9195 Main St., Clarence, 716.632.0808

Gallagher Printing * www. gaIIagherprmtmg com

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to BOB & JOHN'S
LAHACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.
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By Bill Snyder

A Panzarella Thanksg1v1ng'

Pictured are Joey’s friends including Jarred’s older
brother, Otis Barker Jr., Owen Doyle, Robert Ferd-
man, Bryant Toney, Connor Gallagher, Max Peter-
son-Borins, Byron Brown Jr., Kevin O’Sullivan, Mi-
chael O’Connor and Taylor Golba. Jarred’s father, Otis
T. Barker Sr. is standing behind the Panzarella family.

This Thursday, Cher-
yl and Vinny Panzarella
of North Buffalo will be
wishing everyone a happy
Thanksgiving the only way
they know how.

They’ll be in Delaware
Park again, behind the old
Juicery stand, off Meadow
Road to help quarterback
their own "Turkey Bowl"
game that honors their son
Joey, who passed away sud-
denly fourteen years ago in
his sleep. A stand out ath-
lete in North Buffalo sports,
Joseph B. Panzarella gave
every moment of his young
life back to his friends and
family who helped raise
and nurture his love for
others every day. A pick-up
football game played with
all his friends on Thanks-
giving Day every year was
the best way he could ex-
press his love for sports and
family as each year passed.

Since his untimely death
in 2009, long-time friend

Connor Gallagher and sev-
eral others huddled togeth-
er and decided to continue
their game in Delaware
Park every year and play
football so everyone else
could learn of Joey’s young
life. Cheryl and Vinny both
loved the idea and set up
a foundation for their son
so that money raised could
go toward the education of
a young student from St.
Mark’s Parish, their home
Church where Joey learned
of the gifts of life that the
Lord has given.

Besides Gallagher, Joey
played Football with all his
friends from St. Mark’s and
later from St. Joseph’s Col-
legiate Institute like broth-
ers Brad and Brett Lepo-
vich, Taylor Golba, Eddie
Jakubowski, Kevin O’Sul-
livan, Owen Doyle, Bry-
ant Toney, O.J. and Jarred
Barker, Byron Brown, Mi-
chael O’Connor and sever-
al others. Every year, all of

Joey’s friends stay in touch
with the Panzarella family
and return to play the sport
they all love.

Families gather for cof-
fee and hot chocolate and
numerous baked goods just
after 10:00 am to catch up
with others and stay in
touch. The 13th annual
tradition takes place re-
gardless of the weather and
a snowy field for a game
has not been a problem for
these hearty guys, giving
their love back to Joey and
the Panzarella family. Hap-
py Thanksgiving everyone
from the Panzarella Fami-
y.

Congratulations to the
Bennett Tigers for winning
the Class AA Far West Re-
gional Playoff game over
McQuaid Jesuit, 26-21 on
a last second touchdown
scored by ERyan Law-
rence from the 2-yard line
out on the neutral field of
Williamsville South played
this past Saturday night
November 18. The victory
gave the defending Dou-
ble AA Champion Tigers
of last year a chance to re-
peat again as Champions of
the New York State Public
High School Athletic As-
sociation. The undefeated
11-0 Tigers will play Chris-
tian Brothers Academy of
Section III at Cicero-North
Syracuse in the State Semi-
finals. Bennett High Foot-
ball coach Stevenson Mec-
Duffie, no stranger to the
postseason now after three
straight years, utilized the
talents of Sherrad Bennard
II, a transfer player from
St. Mary’s last year in the
Monsignor Martin League.
His hand-off to Lawrence
on fourth down with two
seconds left in the game
capped off Bennett’s mir-
acle season. This was the
third year in a row where
the Main Street School has
ended the McQuaid season.

PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET

at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
T-Eleven.......vvveeeeeeeeeeenrsesssen: 460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental...........cccoovveenen 476 Hertel Avenue

Bellamore Boutigue........... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Black Rock Beverages................. 538 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John's Pizzeria..............1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart .572 Hertel Avenue
Century 21 .... ....1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store.. 815 Delaware Avenue
Daddio’s Pizz ...1247 Hertel Avenue

Dash’s Supermar ...1770 Hertel Avenue

Marco's Deli ......ooooeeeverrrrernnees 1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Cir ... 203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dentdl.............. 1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library .................... 975 Hertel Avenue

Parkside Community Cenfer ........2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency.... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Marke .1716 Kenmore Avenue
Salon Avanti 3086 Delaware Avenue
Salon Corona 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli. 3104 Delaware Avenue

Delaware YMCA............... 2564 Delaware Avenue STSSOTS..vvrervversrrrrressssessssnnrss 1497 Hertel Avenue Buffalo Wine & Liq .2067 Niagara Street
Enchanted Hair Salon........ 3030 Delaware Avenue Studio Sophia .......ocoeecevvrrrne 1094 Hertel Avenue D District Police Station 669 Hertel Avenue
Evans Bank..............cooene. 2670 Delaware Avenue Sunoco Gas Station...................... 4505 Main Street Doyles Deli 1981 Niagara Street
Fig Tree Patissille 3062 Delaware Avenue Theater Apts ......ooooosevveeee 1065 Kenmore Avenue Faso Restaurant...................... 2126 Niagara Street
Finishing Touches............... 2820 Delaware Avenue Terrie's Workout Center ........... 1481 Hertel Avenue Fast Stop Food Mart.................... 236 Military Road
Frank's Sunny ltaly............. 2491 Delaware Avenue Vince's Pizza.........oovvvvvveneees 1803 Kenmore Avenue First Niagara Bank...... ..2141 Elmwood Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home..... 3215 Delaware Avenue Wesselman's Inc 564 Colvin Boulevard First Niagara............cccecesssee 201 Amherst Street
Gloria J. Parks Community Cir.....3242 Main Street Wellington Pub......ccoooeeeee. 1541 Hertel Avenue Hearts Thrift Shop ...... .. 890 Tonawanda Street
Gramma Mord’s.........ccovvvrrren. 1465 Hertel Avenue House of Sandwich.............. 800 Tonawanda Street
(610 0 2678 Delaware Avenue WEST SIDE M&T Bank.........oooeveeeeeec 788 Tonawanda Street
Hertel Coin Laundry ................ 1274 Hertel Avenue Baptist Manor ..........ccooeeeeeeen. 276 Linwood Avenue Niagara Deli Pizzeria............. 2043 Niagara Street
Hertel Park Senior Apartments1631 Hertel Avenue Buffalo Public Library................. Niagara at Porter Nickel City Bottle Return.........2209 Niagara Street
Hertel Parker Liquors............... 1859 Hertel Avenue BMHA Housing........ ...245 Elmwood Avenue Northwest Buffalo Community Cir..... 155 Lawn Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine).........3106 Delaware (TN QY A — 183 Forest Avenue Pat’s Pizzeria..........ooooeeessssssseeee 544 Ontario Street
Avenue COMNEr SHOTE.....vvvvrrrrrereeeersrssssnaeeees Forest & Grant Pizza Bella............ 1133 Tonawanda Street
Imagine Salon.......................... 1527 Hertel Avenue Delaware Apartments........ 1217 Delaware Avenue Riverside Market................. 740 Tonawanda Street
Macy's Place........ ....3100 Delaware Avenue Dibble Hardware................... 262 West Ferry Street Riverside News Stand ................ Tonawanda Street
Joey's Place ..o 83 Niagara Street Elmwood Square Apts........... 505 Elmwood Avenue Roland Insurance Agengy............ 432 Amherst Street
Joe's Panini Grill ....3024 Delaware Avenue Fast Stop Food Mart.................... 326 Military Road Sun Restaurant 1989 Niagara Street
Johnny's Medts............cccnenns 1191 Hertel Avenue Frontier Liquor & Beverage Cir......121 Grant Street Up To You Deli .......ccvvvrrrrneeees 2189 Niagara Street
Knights of Columbus. 1530 Kenmore Avenue First Niagara Bank.............. Elmwood at West Utica
\Korono Jewelers ...........oovvennn. 1588 Hertel Avenue M&T BANK...vvvrreeeereerrreesoenneeee 130 Grant Street )

Military Coin Laundry ............. 1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant .......... 1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers..............cc..... 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments......... 33 Linwood Avenue
West Market.........ooooocccvvvrrrerne 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center...... Vermont at Fargo
RIVERSIDE

AMVEIS ..o 25 Review Place

31 Tonawanda Street

Boys & Girls Club.. 54 Riverdale Avenue
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Felonies
From D' Dictrict

North Buffalo
November 20, 2023
Military Road - Detec-
tive along with co-defen-
dant did enter and re-
main in laundromat at
2420 Delaware unlawful-
ly in business after being
told to leave by owner on
site. Defendant and co-de-
fendant did remain in
business and continue to
snore inside building and
leave garbage through-
out. Owner is requesting
an order of protection due
to defendants repeatedly
trespassing.

November 19, 2023
Forest Avenue - Victim
states that she ended
her relationship with the
defendant last night. To-
day they were meeting so
he could get his clothing
when she went to return
it victim states he did
point a black and brown
handgun at her. Victim
states he was pointing
the gun to get the victim
to come inside the apart-
ment. Victim was stand-
ing at the door.

November 18, 2023
Peter Street - Officers
arrived on scene to an ac-
cident injury at 23 Peter
Street. Officer did observe
New York registered ve-
hicle, parked and unoccu-
pied, up over the curb and
on the sidewalk in front of
23 Peter Street with sig-
nificant rear end damage.
Officer did observe New
York registered vehicle in
the middle of the roadway
with significant front end
damage. Witness states
defendant was operating
New York registered ve-
hicle at time of accident.
Supporting deposition ob-
tained. Defendant stated
to officers on scene that
he was coming from Ca-
sey’s. Defendant refused
to complete standard field
sobriety test and refused
a breath test.

November 18, 2023

Hertel Avenue — De-
fendant did on 11/16/23
at approximately 0300
hours did pick dog up by
leash over his shoulder
and then did slam dog
onto pavement near in-
tersection of Isabelle with
Philadelphia. Defendant
then continued with dog
towards Ontario Street.
Defendant after incident
did fail to provide any
medical attention; dog did
have unknown injury to
rear legs. Dog transport-
ed to emergency vet in
Orchard Park. SPCA also
notified and took custody
of animal. Dog had scars
to the head and legs.

November 18, 2023
Delaware Avenue — While
investigating a accident
hit and run at Delaware
at Hinman, striking New
York registered vehi-
cle which was located at
Delaware and Sheridan
intersection. Patrol did
smell the odor of alcohol
and patrol officer did con-
duct field sobriety test
that defendant did fail.
Defendant was transport-
ed to AIU office for breath
test that concluded at
.13% BAC.

West Side

November 17, 2023
Pooley Place — Defendant
did break windshield and
rear passenger with un-
known object causing ap-
proximately $1000.00 in
damage.

November 17, 2023
Ontario Street — Victim
states the defendant did
throw Chinese food in his
face during an argument
while officer was trying
to investigate a subject
in the incident, defendant
did grab officer’s vest and
resisted officers.

November 17, 2023

Ontario Street — While
attempting to detain oth-
er party at a domestic
scene subject did stand in
front of officer and block
him from completing the
investigation. Subject
was issued an appearance
ticket on scene.

November 14, 2023

Elmwood Avenue — Com-
plainant reports he did
observe defendant take
without permission mis-
cellaneous merchandise
(value $346.15) and con-
ceal items in left pant leg
and front right pocket.
Merchandise was recov-
ered in same. Patrol offi-
cer did recover (1) needle
in front right pocket with
unknown substance.

November 16, 2023
Philadelphia Street — Of-
ficers responded to a do-
mestic call victim states
suspect repeatedly comes
to her house and starts
an argument with the
victim. Victim states she
wants an order of protec-
tion.

November 9, 2023
Garner Avenue - Victim
reported that the defen-
dant did go to her room
with a bamboo stick and
yelled at her and threat-
en to hit her with the
bamboo stick.

Riverside

November 8, 2023
Hertel Avenue - Victim
did go to 121 Hertel to
pick up defendant for a
ride. When defendant re-
fused to pay a fight start-
ed between victim and de-
fendant. During physical
altercation defendant did
slice open victims right
forearm with a knife
causing serious physical
injury requiring surgery.
Defendant is known to
victim, supporting depo-
sition filled out by victim
at ECMC.

Call dur office at:

632-0808

for details! -

il Rl

Kids' Maze

=

_I

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Answers on page seven.

WORDS WITH
MAGIC MAZE @ THREE D’S
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: MOMMY”S HUSBAND

Addendum Dedicated Dodged
Deadhead Deeded Doodad
Decided Divided Granddad
Decoded Dividend Nodded

©2023 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Padded
Skidded
Wedded

Answers on page seven.

FREE PIZZA: Richard Penrose, 34 Knox Ave. Apt. Lowr., 14216
FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Nicholas Skorka, 48 Parker Ave. N., 14216

_ KingCrossword

ACROSS 1

1 Squid squirt
4 Beloved

8 "Ditto"

12 "The
Simpsons”
barkeep

13 Killer whale

14 Director
Kazan

15 Get older

16 Feel elated

18 Two-dot
punctuation
mark

20 Triage ctrs.

21 Calendar
entry (Abbr.)

24 Smiles broad-
ly

28 Flight costs

32 "Phooey!”

33 Hosp. area

34 Rich cake

36 Quarterback
Manning

37 Arrears

39 NPR show
hosted by
Terry Gross

41 Thoreau DOWN
piece 1 Apple com-

43 Gym site, for puter

2 |3 5 |6

57
60

7 Yard tool

8 Had a hunch
9 Carte lead-in
10 Roman 1002
11 Corn spike
17 Sphere

19 Klutz

22 Campus VIP
23 Towel material payment
25 Vicinity 50 Bonfire resi-
26 Niger's neigh- due

35 Prom dates
38 Snarl

40 Owns

42 One of us

45 Trace

47 Rubik's baffler
48 "Dream on!"
49 Monopoly

56 Satan's pur-
chase

57 Separate

58 Crib

59 Ginormous

60 Cookware

61 Newt

short 2 NASA scrub bor 51 Debtor’s note
44 Promptly 3 Fall (over) 27 Swizzle 52 Bad hairpiece
46 Film trophy 4 Memorized 28 Staffer 53 Overly
50 Rock fan's 5 Historic peri- 29 Frozen des- 54 lllustrations
imaginary od serts

instrument 6 Oft-torn knee 30 Abrades
55 Employ part, for short 31 Goblet feature

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
Answers on page seven.
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Northwest
Buffalo Beat

My dog, My Angel.

This year, as the day ap-
proaches that we take the
time to give thanks for what
we have, I have an unusual
item to give my thanks to,
my dog. Seems strange and
is even strange to me. Yet,
I am at the stage of my life
when trivial things mean
so much as we know the
window is closing. Little
Angel, as that is her name,
given to her by my late
wife, is to me just that. An-
gel was my wife’s constant
companion and went wher-
ever she went. Followed
her from room to room and
would never let her out of
her sight. At that time, I
was just another person in
the house.

Angel was a rescue dog
that we adopted. She came
from a puppy mill and lived
her previous life in a cage.

AM1440 FM105.3

WEBR RADIO.COM

It appeared when we got
her she had been mistreat-
ed as she was frightened of
everything. To the point of
trembling in fear of every-
thing. She had never been
on aleash and did not know
the outside world. She did
not even know what grass
was. Took a while for her
to adjust to the loving care
she received from my wife.

When I was a kid, we
always had dogs. Mostly
mongrels that were just
always there for you but
needed and got little at-
tention. Never took them
to have them groomed,
their food was scraps from
the table. Extraordinari-
ly little maintenance as
we just let them out to do
their duty. Do not recall
having to carry a bag to
pick up their droppings.

PLAYING THE
VERY BEST MUSIC
OF THE 70'S & 80'S!

SIMULCAST

373344 WEEKEND ON

-
-
.-'-"_- e — b
_,.,-o-__,—.__ —
.

I-L.'I'v'll-_lJ\'N

WLVL 1540AM

FRIDAYS 9PM-MONDAYS 6AM

The streets were full of
wandering dogs and dog
dirt. Just the way it was.
Everyone had a dog, and
it was like having a silent
pet and that was it. A pet
who got attention when
you wanted to give it to
them and not that often.

Different nowadays. You
must buy the best dog
food available according
to your vet. Back in the
day, we never even took
our dog to a vet. Now it
is at least once or twice a
year. We now must make
sure our dogs are well
groomed. Groomed? Our
dogs were lucky if they
got brushed occasionally.
Now, you must make an
appointment to have them
groomed! A good groom-
er has a waiting list, and
you wait weeks just to get
in. I just spent almost two
thousand dollars to have
her teeth fixed. That would
be unheard of back when. I
see it everywhere, the pet,
dog or cat are considered
part of the family. No ifs or
buts about it.

In my personal life, now
with my wife gone, she is
my living companion. She
sleeps on the bed with
me. She has her own little
blanket that she sleeps on.
In Florida she is my din-
ner companion as there
they have outdoor patios
and pets are welcome. Of
course, there, the weath-
er is always good for din-
ing in the fresh air, so it is
every day. She now follows
me from room to room and
if I sit, she lays at my feet.
No, my dogs never did that
when we were kids. They
always had their place to
lie and spent their sleepy
time there.

Yes, I would have to say
if there is anything that I
am thankful for it is that
we brought little Angel
into our lives. She brought
much happiness to my ail-
ing wife and was in bed
with her when she passed.
She still goes in that room
and pays a visit. She is
mine now to care for and
gives me a purpose. My
wife and I were blessed
with eight children. We
have had so many wonder-
ful Thanksgiving days in
our time. So many get-to-
gethers. We had so much
to be thankful for. Unfor-

tunately, things change.
Nothing we could do about
it. This will be our second
family Thanksgiving Day
without her there.

So, as I began, it may
seem strange but I am
thankful I have my little
Angel to watch over me
as I watch over her. Fun-
ny how things work out.
Seems like it is because it
is meant to be that way.
May all those who take the

time to read this column
have a blessed Thanksgiv-
ing.

Do you have a birthday
greeting you would like to
see here? Birthdays, an-
niversaries, interesting
pictures, short stories or
even a 500 word column of
interest to your neighbors.
Send them to me and I will
see what I can do. Nothing
political or controversial.
Send to Jbortze@aol.com

CORPORATE OFFICE:

9195 MAIN STREET

CLARENCE, NY 14031
716.632.0808 | 716.632.8586 FAX
WWW.GALLAGHERPRINTING.COM

BUFFALO ROCKET:
PO Box 271

BUFFALO, NY 14207
716.873.2594 | 716.632.8586 FAX
WWW.BUFFALOROCKET.COM

by Linda Thistle

2 5 3
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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Ask Rusty - About The Fairness Of
“WEP” And “GPO”

Dear Rusty: I was mar-
ried to my ex-husband for
30 years. For 14 of those
years, I was an unem-
ployed mom and commu-
nity volunteer. After my
sons were grown, I began
teaching in California and
earned a teacher pension.
That teacher pension elim-
Inates ALL the spousal
benefits my husband paid
for. How can that be jus-
tified? I, like a number of
my retired friends, rent
out rooms in my house to
be able to live on a small
teacher’s pension and get
none of my earned spousal
benefits.

Thank you in advance
for your service as a Social

Security Advisor.

Signed: Frustrated
Teacher

Dear Frustrated

Teacher: 1 can only say
that your frustration is
shared by many retir-
ees from public service in
States which do not partic-
ipate in the federal Social
Security program - that
is, neither the employee
nor the State contribute
to the federal Social Secu-
rity program. There are
about 26 states (including
California) which exempt
at least some of their em-
ployees (and themselves)
from paying Social Securi-
ty payroll taxes, but those
states are obligated to pro-
vide retirement benefits
robust enough to offset the

retires. As controversial
as these laws — the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision
(WEP) and the Govern-
ment Pension Offset (GPO)
— are, they have withstood
legal challenges since they
were enacted four decades
ago.

Because you have a
“non-covered” pension from
your state employment,
WEP reduces any person-
al Social Security retire-
ment benefit you may have
earned elsewhere and, to
your specific point, the
GPO has eliminated the
spousal benefit you might
otherwise have been enti-
tled to from your ex-hus-
band. Like you, many who
are affected believe this to
be unfair, but Congress has
steadfastly failed to enact
legislation to repeal these
provisions, or even to soft-
en their impact. The likely
reason is that Congress has
evaluated the fundamental
premise of the provisions
and concluded they appro-
priately equalize the way
benefits are paid to all So-
cial Security beneficiaries.

It might help to think of
it this way: in normal cir-
cumstances, if one spouse
has a personally earned
Social Security retirement
benefit which is more than
50% of their partner’s
full retirement age (FRA)
amount, no spousal benefit
is paid (the spouse benefit
is offset by the recipient’s

spousal and survivor ben-
efits) applies that same
logic for a spouse who has
a “non-covered” pension
earned outside of the Social
Security program, their
spousal benefit is offset by
the amount of the person’s
own “non-covered” retire-
ment pension. The one dif-
ference is that the GPO off-
set is actually a bit smaller
(2/3rds of the non-covered
pension vs. 100% offset for
a spouse with their own SS
retirement benefit).

Both WEP (which reduc-
es SS retirement benefits)
and the GPO (which reduc-
es spousal or survivor ben-
efits) are consequences of
working for a State which
has chosen to not partici-
pate in the federal Social
Security program, and
those states are obligated
to inform their employ-
ees of those consequenc-
es. I know that doesn’t
make your situation any
less frustrating, but Con-
gress “justifies” these pro-
visions as being necessary
to equalize how benefits
are paid to all Social Se-

curity beneficiaries. There
are about 2 million bene-
ficiaries affected by WEP
and over 700,000 affected
by the GPO, most of whom
share your displeasure.
Nevertheless, Congress
has so far maintained both
these provisions as origi-
nally enacted. If you wish
to add your voice to those

who believe WEP and GPO
are unfair, you may wish to
contact your federal Con-
gressional Representatives
to express that point.

Thank you for submit-
ting your question to our
Social Security Advisor de-
partment. Be sure to share
our link with your family
and friends.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Continued from page one
than $100,000 in frozen
turkeys donated by the
West Herr Automotive
Group, and over 5000 bags
of Thanksgiving related
food items collected from
employees and customers
across West Herr’s loca-
tions over the past month.

Thanks to West Herr, the
500 turkeys and accompa-
nying bags of food items,
were unloaded at Buffalo
City Hall this morning.
And, throughout the day,
volunteers, many of them
City employees, will fan
out to deliver them. The
turkeys and food items
will be delivered to some

of Buffalo’s most vulnera-
ble residents, who pre-reg-
istered for the donated
holiday meals.

Buffalo City Hall was
just one of many stops in
Buffalo and throughout
Western New York, Roch-
ester, Finger Lakes Re-
gion, and East Syracuse
where West Herr was drop-
ping off the donations for
families in need. The over
$100,000 worth of turkeys,
and over 5,000 bags of food
items, donated to various
organizations will feed
thousands of residents in
Buffalo and Western New
York this coming holiday.
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Ten Lives Club Cat
Adoption Group is host-
ing their Beer for Cats
Christmas fundraiser on
Friday, December 9. The
event runs from 5pm to
7:30pm and will be held
at Mr. Goodbar, located at
1110 Elmwood Ave, Buf-
falo, NY 14222. At this
event, there will be a silent
auction, basket raffle and
so much more. Drink tick-
ets for 10-ounce specialty
drafts will be available for
purchase with the option of
2 for $12 or 4 for $20. There
is no admission fee for this
event. During this event,
attendees may choose be-
tween some of the best local
Western New York drafts.
For more information on
this event, visit Ten Lives
Club’s website or call their
Event Coordinator at (716)
646-5577 ext. 2.

Wit hw o

Buffalo Arts Studio pres-
ents: Annual Studio Artist
Show and Sale November
27-December 23, 2023.
Artist Reception and Open
House: Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, 5:00-9:00 pm The ex-
hibition will be on display
from November 18—-Decem-
ber 23, 2023. The Artist
Reception and Open House
is 5:00-9:00 pm, Saturday,
December 2nd, and will in-
clude light snacks as well
as a donation-based bar
with wine and beer.

et o

The Buffalo Zoo will be
closed to the public every
Monday through Thurs-
day and open on Fridays,
Saturdays, and Sundays
only from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm. These seasonal
operating hours will last
until March 28, 2024. The
Buffalo Zoo will be open

he .
apevine

b

during the week over the
winter holiday Tuesday,
December 26  through
Friday, December 29,
2023, as well as Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day
2024 (Monday, dJanuary
15, 2024) and Presidents
Day 2024 (Monday, Feb-
ruary 19, 2024). The Zoo
is closed on Thanksgiv-
ing Day and Christmas
Day. While the Zoo will be
closed to guests Monday
through Thursday, ani-
mal care teams and staff
will continue their daily
routines. On-site educa-
tion programs are avail-
able for enrollment and
will continue during the
week as well. For details
and information on Buffa-
lo Zoo operating hours, to
purchase tickets, donate,
or enroll in an education
program, visit buffalozoo.
org.

Wit O

Dog Ears Bookstore
& Café: A new six-week
Puppy Tales series at, lo-
cated at 688 Abbott Road
in South Buffalo, will kick
off at 10 a.m. Friday, Nov.
17. Open to children ages
3 and 4 accompanied by a
parent or guardian, Pup-
py Tales runs on six con-
secutive Friday mornings
and each session includes
three stories, a craft and
healthy snacks. Sessions
are skill- and book-based
and the cost is $30 per
child. Puppy Tales is lim-
ited to 15 children. Pup-
py Tales is a great way
to prepare students for
Pre-K. To register for
Puppy Tales, please vis-
it the bookstore or call
823-2665. For more in-
formation on Dog Ears
Bookstore, please visit
dogearsbookstore.org.

Sttt 9

Buffalo Chamber Mu-
sic Society: The 100th
season continues on
Tuesday, December 5
with a performance by
the Manhattan Cham-
ber Players. The con-
cert begins at 7:30 in
the Mary Seaton Room
of Kleinhans Music Hall
and will be preceded by
a talk with the musi-
cians beginning at 6:45.
The concert includes
works by Schubert and
Dvorak. They will be
joined for the Schubert
by Buffalo Philharmon-
ic associate principal
bassist Brett Shurtliffe.
Tickets are $30 and may
be purchased at the
door. STUDENTS ARE
FREE.

Wit it o

First Look Buffalo
Theatre Company: New
Play Reading Festival
2023-24 Vol. 1 December
8th-10th, 2023 Canter-
bury Woods Performing
Arts Center 705 Renais-
sance Dr, Williamsville
NY 14221. Plays: Decon-
struction By Adam Hahn
Directed by Mike Doben
Saturday, December 9th
at 3pm, The Appliance
Department By Bella
Poynton Directed by Kate
Powers Saturday, De-
cember 9th at 8pm, The
Day I learned to Fly By
Wendy-Marie Martin Di-
rected by Jason Francey
Sunday, December 10th
at 1pm. No reservations
necessary. Donations ac-
cepted at the door.
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Submit Your
Community Event to
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editor.buffalorocket
@gmail.com
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SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Senility

GOATED

Wash

HABET

Provoke

NICETI

Multitude

GOLINE

"For a woman with

Answers on page seven.

to wear,
it certainly takes you long enough to put it on.”

TODAY’'S WORD

Senion

Pop Quiz
Test your knowledge!
1) Who starred in the drama “Knight Rider”?

2. What is the capital of Washington state?

3) How long does the average housefly live?

4) Which mid-20th century novel about animals has the
subtitle, “A Fairy Story”?

5) What is the softest mineral in the world?

6) Which major river flows through London, England?

7) What is a common name for the condition veisalgia?

8) In which movie did the actress Gal Gadot make her debut?

9) Where was the first Disney park built?

10) What is the British term for a flashlight?

Last Answers: 1. Gale. 2. Four: California, Arizona, New Mexico

and Texas. 3. The Holy Grail. 4. “Desperate Housewives.” 5.

Quid pro quo. 6. Sailfish. 7. China. 8. Eight minutes. 9. Rhode
Island. 10. Canker sore.

STRINVIRLLE,

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Joseph Licata, 289 Sterling Ave. Apt. Lowr., 14216
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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Motorists Submit Vision Test Before

NYS DMV Deadline

Continued from page one.
renewal. This is after thou-
sands of drivers have yet to
obey past communications
from the DMV.

There are 3 options to show
that you have visual acuity of
at least 20/40 (based on the
Snellen Visual Acuity Scale)
in either or both eyes, with or
without corrective lenses, in
order to meet the NYS DMV
requirement: Pass a vision
test by an approved provider
and the provider will enter
the results to the DMV’s Vi-

sion Registry for you; If you
pass a vision test from a pro-
vider that is not approved to
be in DMV’s Vision Registry,
you can ask your provider to
complete a Vision Test Report
(MV-619) to give to you and
you can submit that origi-
nal copy by mail: Erie Coun-
ty Auto Bureau, 170 Pearl
Street, Buffalo, NY 14202,
Attn: Vison Results;

Lastly, visit any Erie
County Auto Bureau, bring
in your letter and the test
will be administered free of

charge.

Erie County Clerk Kearns
added, “T suggest making an
appointment to ensure you
get in and out quickly. We do
accept walk-ins and we will
accommodate you as swiftly
as possible, however, appoint-
ments do take preference.”

To schedule your same or
next day appointment visit
erie.gov/clerk/autobureau or
call the Erie County Clerk’s
Outreach Center at 716-858-
8864 for additional assis-
tance.

AREA SENIOR CENTERS

NORTH BUFFALO

GLORIA J. PARKS COMMUNITY CENTER - 3242 Main St. Buffalo 14214  832-1010
NORTH BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 203 Sanders Rd. Buffalo 14216 768-1004
RIVERSIDE

NORTHWEST BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 155 Lawn Ave. Buffalo 14207 876-8108
KENMORE

KENMORE SENIOR CENTER - 135 Wilber Ave. Kenmore 14217 873-0737

WEST SIDE

WEST SIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES - 161 Vermont St. Buffalo 14213 884-6616
CONCERNED ECUMENICAL MINISTRY (CEM) - 286 Lafayette Ave. Buffalo 14213 882-2442
FATHER BELLE COMMUNITY CENTER - 104 Maryland St. Buffalo 14201 845-0485
RICHMOND-SUMMER SENIOR CENTER - 337 Summer St. Buffalo 14222 885-3290

CLASSIFIED

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC): Let's Go
Buffalo, LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on October 5, 2023. Office
location is Erie County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon who
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess served upon him/her to Shaun
Jackson, Esq., 570 Delaware Avenue,
Buffalo, NY 14202. Purpose: to en-
gage in any lawful act or activity. 48

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): KW.K. Con-
tracting LLC. Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY)
on October 16, 2023. Office location is
Erie County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent upon who process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail a copy
of any process served upon him/her to
Kevin Kinney, Esq., 7978 Cooper Creek
Boulevard, University Park, FL 34201.
Purpose: to engage in any lawful act or
activity. 48

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a Limit-
ed Liability Company (LLC): Hey-ey-
ey-ey, LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on October 6, 2023. Office
location is Erie County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon who
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of any pro-
cess served upon him/her to Shaun
Jackson, Esq., 570 Delaware Avenue,
Buffalo, NY 14202. Purpose: to en-
gage in any lawful act or activity. 48

Noel Kvetkosky, Trustee of Tripifoods
Foundation. wishes to announce the
Tripifoods Foundation’s annual return
for the year ended June 30, 2023, is
available for inspection at the office of
Freed Maxick CPAs, P.C. (located at
The Liberty Bldg.,424 Main Street, Suite
800, Buffalo,NY 14202), (716) 847-
2651 during regular business hours.
Any citizen who wishes to inspect it may
do so within 180 days from the date of
this notification. A free copy of the return
will be provided upon request.

Buffalo City School District
Request for Bid/Proposal

RFP 24-0625-026 NEW YORK PRO-
TEIN

RFP 24-0625-027 NEW YORK PRO-
TEIN PROCESSING

RFP 24-0625-028 NEW YORK PRO-
DUCE

RFB  24-0925E1-031
DATA CABLING

NETWORK

RFB  24-0925E1-032 NETWORK

LEGAL

SWITCHES

RFB 24-0925E1-033 FORTIGATE
MAINTENANCE & SUPPORT

RFB 24-0925E1-034 ARUBA MAIN-
TENANCE

RFB 24-0925E1-035 WIRING CLOS-
ET SINGLE MODE FIBER CABLING

Offering Specifications posted at:
buffaloschools.bonfirehub.com/portal

Jennifer LoTempio
Acting Director of Purchase 47

Notice of formation of Zen Zone
Property Maintenance LLC. Articles
of Org. filed with the Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/23. Office in
Erie County. SSNY is the designated
agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to 200 ayer rd
buffalo NY 14221. Any lawful pur-
pose. 52

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 24 mins.

Puzzle on page three.
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Puzzle on page four.

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Dotage 2.Bathe;
3. Incite; 4. Legion

Today’s Word
NOTHING

Puzzle on page SiX.

FOR RENT

AFFORDABLE
LIVING!

Senior 55+ commu-

55+ Community,
rent as low as $600/
month. Includes all
utilities plus cable
and internet.

Notice of Formation of ElI Ahava De-
signs LLC. Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on April 13, 2023. Office Loca-
tion: Erie County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC, 45 Hampton
Court, Buffalo, NY 14221. Purpose:
any lawful activity. 48

WORDS WITH THREE D’S
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A Brothers of Mercy
E 5 Senior Apts.
K
3% 716-759-2122
e
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SHOP LOCAL!

ADVERTISERS

Puzzle on page two.

SibinG, GuTTERS,
Masonry, Repair,
Quatiry Work

SAM TERRANOVA
716-563-0836

NNY’s
ATS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE

Business Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm,
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

876-2500
www.johnnysmeats.com

VOTED BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
—BUFFALO SPREE

Kids' Maze Solution
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l___l

| '—
I |

{He

-

Puzzle on page three.

GALLAGHER
PRINTING, ING,

Contact us about
using EDDM to

promote your business!

darylgallagher@aol.com
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OFFERING
$15 HAIRCUTS
ON TUESDAYS

SQ

sqghairsalon.com

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393

CALL FOR DETAILS

ﬁ"@
\SW6=2500"

T TR TR e

VOTED

BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
~BUFFALO SPREE

GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS
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SHERIDAN-DELAWARE PLAZA
1754 Sheridan Drive » Buffalo, NY 14223

S74-4600
g/{) bvams ¥ Conlacls ¥ Eye (“///u( :

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Eye Med
Univera

m
>

Davis Vision =
Community Blue -
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BTF +« Community Care -«
Spectera * NVA + VSP -
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22| SCHOOL'S OPEN

DRIVE CAREFULLY

D. LAWRENCE

GINNANE
FUNERAL HOME

A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.

Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals

Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts

e ]

MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breasts

$1.99m.

Slab
Bacon

$4.89.

Eggs
$2.50 dz.

Boneless

Chuck Roasts

$4.99 .

Chicken
Pot Pies

$3.99..

Frozen

Cooked
Shrimp

$8.99 .

Our Own Stuffed
Pork Chops

$3.99 .

Frozen

Chicken Fingers

$]9.95 per 5lb. bag

$95 MEAT J| $125 MEAT
PACKAGE PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin
Gteaks

4 |bs. Ground Chuck
3 Ibs. Bacon or
Pork Sausage
5 Ibs. Chicken Thighs|
4 Ibs. Halian
Sausage
3 Ibs. Sahlens

Hot Dogs

6-8 oz. Sirloin
Steaks
5 Ibs. Ground Chuck
3 Ibs. Bacon or
Pork Sausage
5 Ibs. Chicken Thighs
4 |bs. Chicken Breasts
4 Ibs. ltalian Sausage
3 Ib. Pork Roast

3 Ibs. Sahlens
Hot Dogs

« Advance of Need Planning

Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

Ot fanecly Delivery
teelping ot fanily 11 am Until
celebrate life. Closing
3215 Delaware Ave. 1545 HERTEL AVENUE & 836-541 1
| 2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS B
Kenmore, NY 14217 awvoucavesr SPAGHETTI! WITH 2 LITER SODA E% YDAY
(716) 873-4774 Tuesday Only $
S Rl $36.00 SRECIAL
( l‘ EVERYDAY SPECIAL LARGE 5 TOPING PIZZA CHEESE PIZZA
ORONA ] EW ELRY (2) Regular 14” Cheese Pizzas Veggie or Meat & 20 WINGS

$30.00

_ Lab Grown Diamonds

Red, White or Bleu Cheese Sauces Available $3 oo OFF
24.00 o

Same Quality, Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com
More Sustainable, .
S | The Wellington Jub
NEXT TO BOB & JOHNS |54|HERTEL AVENUE ¢ 833'9899
BANQUET ROOM Voted BUFFALD’S BEST
SERVED ALL DAY TAKE OUT

Call for Reservations FRIDAY ONLY

Korﬁ:ru—i.]ewclr}-'. com
1588 Hertel Ave.
Bﬂhﬂ‘alo, NY
716-834-4755

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com




