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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

January, 1993. MEET YOUR MERCHANT...
Admiring David Sanin's Jaguar is Executive 
Collision owner Alan Sanin, in front, and behind, 
from left, Bernie Sanin, Paul Buckley and David. 

Join us at The Ice for 
three fun-filled days of ac-
tivities!

We will kick off our 
weekend long celebration 
on Friday January 13th 
with silent disco present-
ed by SE2 from 6-10PM. 

S a t u r d a y 
January 
1 4 t h 
s t a r t -
ing at 
4 P M 
will include an ice bar, live 
ice carving demonstration, 
ice sculptures and live DJ!

Sunday January 15th 
will be our family day 
which will include a prin-
cess skate with Anna and 
Elsa from 11AM-1PM and 
a hot chocolate ice bar!

The following schedule 
for Ice Skating at the Wa-
terfront for January and 
February: Regular Hours 
of Operation

Monday: CLOSED, 
leagues and private par-

ties welcome
Tuesday: CLOSED, 

leagues and private par-
ties welcome

Wednesday: 3PM – 7PM
Thursdays: 3PM – 7PM
Fridays: 1PM – 10PM
Saturdays: 10AM – 

10PM
S u n -
d a y s : 
10AM – 
8PM

 
Special Holiday Hours:
January 2nd: 10AM – 

7PM
January 16th: 10AM – 

7PM
February 20th – 23rd: 

10AM – 7PM
February 24th: 10AM 

- 10PM Visit the Upstate 
Honda Dealers.

For more information 
on registration and a full 
schedule of events please 
visit https://buffalowa-
terfront.com/events/pub-
lic-ice-skating

Buffalo Waterfront Ice 
Skating And Activities

Charlie and Chelsea trotting in the snow. Winter pet safety tips may seem obvious, 
but they are often overlooked. Photo courtesy of SPCA of Erie County.

can rescue the pet even be-
fore he or she shows signs 
of suffering, thanks to 
New York State’s Shelter 
Law that went into effect 
in 2003. Thanks to a leg-
islative push in late 2018 
that led to stronger laws 
concerning the tethering 
of dogs within Buffalo 
city limits, the SPCA and 
other law enforcement or-
ganizations can now take 
even more steps to ensure 
dogs are protected from 
the elements.

with smaller work forces. 
Plan ahead for the up-
coming snowy days and 
nights now to ensure 

your pets stay safe 
and healthy today 
and throughout 
the winter months. 
Read on for some of 

the SPCA Serving Erie 
County’s winter pet 
safety tips.

Outdoor animal 
shelter must be 
suitable for inclem-

ent weather and if it’s not, 
animal welfare officers 

After higher-than-av-
erage temps throughout 
November, winter arrived 
with a vengeance in 
Buffalo and surrounding 
areas. This season is 
different from pre-
COVID winters, 
however, in that it’s 
a little more complicat-
ed to receive emer-
gency veterinary 
care, as many vet-
erinary clinics (in-
cluding the low-cost 
Lipsey Veterinary Clinic 
at the SPCA) are dealing 

SPCA Issues Winter Pet Safety 

New Citywide Position Of Fleet Director
equipment in each depart-
ment. The Mayor’s Fleet 
Director will be a central, 
omnibus figure to cross-co-
ordinate  the fleets with-
in Buffalo to respond to 
emergencies. 

“As we all saw in 
the Buffalo Blizzard, 
powerful storms are 
pushing equipment 
to the maximum. 
Our vehicles,  our 

partners’ vehicles, 
utility crews’ equip-

ment were all working in 
full force to repair Buffa-
lo, with as many as  600 
pieces of machinery on the 
roads. An incoming Fleet 
Director will provide cru-
cial oversight on available  

vehicles and equipment, as 
well as work to bolster our 
city-owned assets,” said 
Mayor Brown.  

The Fleet Director will 
be an exempt appointment 
to spearhead Buffalo’s 
preparation for regular 
city maintenance  as well 
as emergency situations. 
This will include perform-
ing a full inventory of all 
equipment, across depart-
ments,  including existing 
purchases of equipment 
in production. Also, the 
Fleet Director will review 
and assess new  advances 
in technology, in order to 
build a robust line-up of 
supplies within the City of 
Buffalo. 

Mayor Brown announced 
he is seeking to bring a 
new role, a Fleet Direc-
tor, to his administration. 
Mayor  Brown and Com-
missioner of Administra-
tion, Finance, Policy and 
Urban Affairs Delano 
Dowell have already 
filed  the necessary 
Budget and Person-
nel Amendment to 
create the position. 
While the Depart-
ment of Public Works, 
the Buffalo Police Depart-
ment, and the Buffalo Fire 
Department all  have fleet 
managers, those individ-
ual roles serve to oversee 
and maintain the various, 
specialized vehicles and  
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The Valley Communi-
ty Association (VCA) is 
excited to announce that 
Margaret “Peg” Overdorf 
and Michael Mulqueen 
will lead the 28th Annual 
Old Neighborhood St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade through 
the historic Valley and Old 
First Ward neighborhoods 
as Grand Marshals on 
March 18, 2023. The pair 
will be celebrated for their 
dedication and service to 
the community during 
a pre-parade fundraiser 

party on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25.  

Overdorf and Mulqueen 
met thirty years ago where 
Overdorf shared her 
dream of celebrating her 
Irish heritage and bring-
ing together the communi-
ty through a St. Patrick’s 
Day parade. Mulqueen’s 
experience in the Police 
Emerald Society made 
him the perfect connection 
as he was able to shep-
herd Overdorf through 

The 28th Old Neighborhood 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

March, 1993. FRANK'S SUNNY ITALY HOLDS 
ST. JOSEPH DAY FEAST...Frank's Sunny Italy, at 
2491 Delaware Ave.,held its annual St. Joseph's 
Day table Monday at the restaurant. Donations 
totalling $1,248 were collected for Children's 
Hospital. The Sclafani family displayed the event.

 The United Irish Amer-
ican Association (UIAA) is 
delighted to announce the 
return of the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade, 
Sunday, March 
19th on Delaware 
Avenue in the 
City of Buffalo at 
2:00pm.

The Unit-
ed Irish 
American Asso-
ciation (UIAA) elect-
ed Jim Wannemacher 
of West Seneca as Grand 
Marshal for the 2023 
Saint Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade.  Jim and his family 
are very excited and proud 
to be selected for this once 

On Sunday, March 
12th (Daylight Saving 
Time), New Yorkers will 
set their clocks forward 
one hour. The Firefighters 
Association of the State 
of New York (FASNY) is 
urging everyone to check 
their smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detec-
tors at that time. Home-
owners with alarms that 
have sealed, non-remov-

in a lifetime honor!
The Parade will be on 

Sunday, March 19th at 
2PM on Delaware Av-

enue in the City 
of Buffalo. The 
day will start with 

Mass concele-
brated by 
Bishop Mi-

chael Fisher 
and Fr. David 

Richards at Saint 
Joseph’s Cathedral at 

10:30 AM.  Parade par-
ticipants will line up near 
the McKinley Monument, 
at 2PM they will proceed 
north on Delaware Ave-
nue to North Street.

The UIAA along with 

able batteries should test 
the alarms to see if they 
are functional and check 
their expiration dates. 
Alarms equipped with re-
movable batteries should 
have their batteries re-
placed and then test the 
alarm.

New York State cur-
rently leads the nation 
in home fire deaths, with 
36 deaths in the first 

the City of Buffalo are 
optimistic that the Pa-
rade will go on as sched-
uled.  Our concerns for the 
health and safety of both 
the participants and the 
viewing public are para-
mount.  We encourage all 
participants and attend-
ees to follow the COVID 
protocols recommended by 
the CDC, New York State, 
Erie County and the City 
of Buffalo.

The Parade Theme for 
this year will be "Hail to 
St. Patrick! God Bless 
America & Support Our 
Troops. Honor Our Front-
line Workers".

two months of 2023. In 
an emergency, working 
smoke detectors are a 
resident’s first line of de-
fense and can give people 
critical time to escape. 
According to the National 
Fire Prevention Associa-
tion (NFPA) three of ev-
ery five home fire deaths 
occur in homes without 
working smoke alarms or 

SPRING INTO SAFETY: Time To Change Your 
Clocks— And Check Your Smoke Alarms

SPRING FORWArd!

Daylight

Savings time

begins March 12

th

The 2023 Grand Marshal - Jim Wannemacher & Bishop Michael Fisher share a 
traditional photo with other members of the UIAA Executive Committee. 

St. Patrick's Day ParadeSt. Patrick's Day Parade
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 The Centro Cultura-
le Italiano di Buffalo 
(CCI Buffalo) first 
ever Easter Egg 
Hunt begins April 
1st, at 11:00am and 
1:00pm at the Cen-
tro Culturale Italiano 

di Buffalo, 2351 Dela-
ware Ave., Buffalo, NY 
14216. Join the Centro 
Culturale Italiano for 
an EGGScellent day 
of Easter fun!  Go to 

ccibuffalo.org for more 
information.

First CCI Easter Egg Hunt!

YMCA Presents M&T Bank With 
Stewart Partnership Award

March, 1984. THE SIGNS SAYS IT ALL...
Assemblyman Bill Hoyt was presented with a 
Y T-shirtand a year-long gift membership to 
the Delaware YMCA by executive director Bill 
Yates and Tom Smith, chairmanof the board of 
managers. Hoyt was instrumental in obtaining 
$40,000 from the state to renovate the Y.

The Broadway Market Easter Season starts Saturday, March 25th.
Year-round and sea-

sonal vendors at the his-
toric Broadway Market 
are gearing up for a 
festive and  fun Eas-
ter season that visi-
tors of all ages have 
long enjoyed. Mayor 
Byron W. Brown an-
nounced the start  of 
the 2023 Easter Sea-
son at The Broadway 
Market, begins officially 
on Saturday, March 25th, 

Friday, from  8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM.

Mayor Brown stated, 
“Visiting Buffalo’s histor-

ic Broadway Market 
at Easter time is a 

tradition for many 
families in  Buf-
falo and Western 
New York. Fami-

ly-owned business-
es, passed from gen-

eration to generation, 
have created  some of our 

YMCA Buffalo Niagara 
is excited to present M&T 
Bank with its 2022 Stewart 
Partnership Award. This 
prestigious award is given 
annually to an organi-
zation in Western New 
York that aligns 
with the YMCA’s 
mission and works 
with the Y to create a 
lasting, positive impact 
on the local community.

Last year M&T opened 
a branch inside the Wil-
liam-Emslie Family 
YMCA, providing greater 
access to financial guid-City’s best loved foods and 

memories for generations. 
We are looking forward 
to another great  Easter 
Season at the Broadway 
Market and the continued 
transformation of the fa-
cility into a state-of-the-
art  regional destination.”  

In a continued effort to 
lift up Buffalo’s most un-
deserved neighborhoods, 
Mayor Brown and the City 

ance and support that 
helps people achieve their 
investment goals. Along 
with both an enclosed and 
drive-thru ATM, M&T 

Bank partnered 
with the Y, bringing 

much-needed educa-
tional resources to East 

Buffalo helping families 
manage their personal 

and financial health and 
well-being.

For more information, 
please visit YMCABN.org 
or contact YMCA Buffalo 
Niagara Communications 
Director Mike Baggerman.

Broadway Market Easter Season

Willie Hutch Jones 
Educational and Sports 
Program (WHJESP) will 
host its Eighth Annu-
al STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and 
Math) Fair at 11:30 
- 2:00 p.m., Satur-
day, March 25, 2023 
at the Burchfield 
Penney Art Center, 
1300 Elmwood Ave. 
Buffalo. 

WGRZ’s Claudine Ew-
ing will be the Mistress of 
Ceremony.  The event will 
feature keynote speaker 

LeRoi Caldwell Johnson 
who currently holds an ex-

hibit, LEROI: Living in 
Color, at the Burch-
field Penney Art 
Center at SUNY 

Buffalo State. 
Over 70 pieces 
of Johnson’s art-

work will be dis-
played in what he 
defines as the most 

significant exhibition 
of his 50-year career. 
Public viewing of the 

presentations begins at 
11:30, with a program and 
award ceremony to follow.

The competition will 
feature students from 
3-12th grade who will pres-
ent to a panel of judges 
a wide range of scientific 
experiments. Top winners 
will bring home a Ninten-
do Switch, an all-expenses 
paid trip to the WHJESP 
STEAM Expedition in De-
troit, and more.  Student 
scientists will be judged on 
twenty different areas from 
oral and poster presenta-
tions on their research and 
findings.  Please visit www.
whjesp.org for more infor-
mation.

Willie Hutch Jones Program To Host Its 
8th Annual S.T.E.A.M. Fair
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The Carnegie Art Cen-
ter, located 240 Goundry 
Street will host a Spring 
Art Camp April 12-14, 
2023 for youth ages 7-12 
years old and will be fam-
ily friendly if a 
parent would 
like to attend 
as well (every-
one in atten-
dance must pay 
the fee). Two 
hour classes 
will take place 
from 10AM-12PM, lunch 
break 12-12:30PM (chil-
dren should bring their 
own lunches), second 
class takes place 12:30-
2:30PM. Morning classes 
will be taught by Carlos 
Torres and afternoon 
classes will be taught by 
Tami Fuller. Classes will 
cost $25 each or $40 for 
the day. 

This Spring Art Camp 
will take place during the 
North Tonawanda City 
School District Spring 
Break. “We are thrilled to 
host this 3-day Art Camp 

for the Commu-
nity this spring”, 
says Program 
Coordinator Na-
talie Brown. “We 
plan on hosting 
multi-day art 
camps for fam-
ilies this Sum-

mer as well”.
Pre-registration for 

each day of classes is re-
quired. You can register 
for the classes on the Car-
negie Art Center’s web-
site: carnegieartcenter.
org. All supplies will be 
included. For more infor-
mation please visit www.
carnegieartcenter.org/ed-
ucation.

Carnegie Art Center's 
3-Day Spring Art Camp

April, 1984. DANCING THE NIGHT AWAY...More 
than $2,700 was raised for Leukemia research at 
Mulligan's Saturday night through an all-night 
dance marathon sponsored by North Buffalo 
Jaycees, WNYS Radio, and Mulligan's. The 
winners of the marathon were first place, Dianna 
Wright and Carol Battista who won second place.

Heavy show is expected beginning Friday night after midnight and continue 
throughout the day on Saturday with snow everywhere.

The weather store is 
anticipating that a large 
mass of accumulation of 
precipitation out of Cana-
da with freezing tempera-
tures aloft are expect-
ed to begin Friday after 
midnight and continuing 
throughout Saturday and 
into the evening. Snow is 
expected to be really heavy 
at times with as much as 

3 – 4 inches per hour ac-
cording to the guy at the 
weather store. Weather 
store guy Jus Kidding 
was really concerned with 
this storm approaching. 
“This is really a big one.” 
Kidding explained, “It’s 
like a large cloud of wa-
ter is heading our way 
and when it crosses the 
lake it will produce a lot 

of snow.”
At this time it looks 

like the shower will be 
the heaviest on Satur-
day, April 1st. Plowing 
companies have already 
taken the plow off of 
their vehicles thinking 
that the snowy stuff was 
over. Make all necessary 
arrangements for this 
event.

Heavy Snow Expected

The Allentown Associ-
ation wishes to congratu-
late the organizers of the 
Elmwood Festival of the 
Arts for over two decades 
of producing a vital and 
well-regarded event. We 
wish the or- g a n i z e r s 
well in their 
future en-
deavors.

The Al-
len West 
Festival, which t h e 
Allentown Association 
has produced for the last 
quarter century will be 
held Saturday and Sun-
day, June 10 and 11.  Allen 
West celebrates regional 

artists and craftspeople 
from throughout Western 
New York.

The Allentown Asso-
ciation wishes to invite 
regional Western New 
York artists who may have 
applied to the Elmwood 

F e s t i v a l 
to apply to 
participate 
in the 2023 
Allen West 

Festival. 
Association President 

Patty Macdonald stated, 
“The Allen West Festival 
has always been an event 
that celebrates local art-
ists and craftspeople.  We 

are happy to welcome art-
ists who may have partici-
pated in the Elmwood Fes-
tival of the Arts to apply to 
Allen West and to display 
their artwork at one of 
the largest, long-running 
annual events in Western 
New York”.

Interested artists may 
visit the Allentown Web 
site and download appli-
cations from https://www.
allentown.org/event/al-
len-west-festival-2023/.

A link to the appli-
cation can also be found 
on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/Allen-
townAssn/.

Allen West Welcomes Elmwood Festival Artists
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Friends of Reinstein 
Woods, in partnership 
with the New York State 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation 
(DEC) invite the public to 
a free Earth Day Fair on 
Saturday, April 22, 2023 
from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 
The fair 
will con-
nect West-
ern New 
York residents with re-
sources to help them take 
steps toward sustainable 
lifestyles.  

“Many people aren’t 
sure what actions they 
can take that will real-
ly make a difference for 
the environment,” said 
Friends of Reinstein 
Woods President Eric 
Gallo. “Whether you 
want to make changes 
at your home, business 
or community, the Earth 
Day Fair is a great place 
to start.” 

Participants can check 

out a variety of electric 
cars and talk to their own-
ers. Clean Communities 
of Western New York will 
have information about 
alternative fuels, and 
National Grid will be on 
hand to share resources 

related to their 
C l e a n 
F l e e t s 
program.    

P U S H 
for Clean Heat 

will share information 
about all kinds of heat 
pumps, as well as in-
centives and resources 
to help make your home 
more energy-efficient. 
DEC will share resources 
and incentives available 
to help you and your com-
munity adapt to climate 
change. 

Throughout the event, 
the Erie County Depart-
ment of Environment and 
Planning will share in-
formation about its draft 
Community Climate Ac-

Celebrate Earth Day At 
Reinstein Woods 

April, 1984. SEEN ON ELMWOOD AROUND 
NOON... This character was seen hopping around 
Elmwood Avenue Sunday afternoon, delighting 
passersby and practicing fast steps for the busy 
weekend coming up.

Churches all over Buffalo are getting ready for the Holy Week services as Easter arrives 
on the 9th of April this year.

Easter is a Christian 
holiday that celebrates 
the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. In the New Testa-
ment of the Bible, the event 
is said to have occurred 
three days after Jesus was 
crucified by the Romans 
and died in roughly 30 A.D. 
The holiday concludes the 
“Passion of Christ,” a se-
ries of events and holidays 
that begins with Lent, a 
40-day period of fasting, 
prayer and sacrifice, which 
ends with Holy Week, that 
includes Holy Thursday 
(the celebration of Jesus’ 
Last Supper with his 12 
Apostles), Good Friday (on 
which Jesus’ crucifixion is 
observed), and Easter Sun-

day.
Here are the following 

schedules for St. Rose/St. 
Mark's Parishes, and the 
Holy Spirit/St. Margaret's 
Church:

Penance Service -  Mon-
day, April 3 6:00pm. at St 
Rose of Lima. Stations of 
the Cross  Wed., April 5~ 
6:30pm at Holy Spirit. Holy 
Thursday, April 6 - Evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
7:00pm at St. Margaret and 
Assumption ~ Followed by 
Adoration until 10:00pm. 
Good Friday, April 7 - Pas-
sion of the Lord Service of 
the Word, Veneration of the 
Cross & Communion Rite 
3:00pm at St. Mark and All 
Saints Stations of the Cross 

6:00pm at St. Margaret. 
Holy Saturday, April 8 (re-
minder the only Mass cele-
brated on Holy Saturday is 
at 8:00pm. There is no 4:00 
or 4:30pm Mass) 12:30pm 
~ Easter Egg Hunt at Holy 
Spirit Basket. Blessing 12 
noon at St. Mark, 1:00pm 
at Holy Spirit, 1:30pm 
at All Saint’s 2:00pm at 
Assumption Vigil of the 
Resurrection of the Lord, 
8:00pm at Holy Spirit and 
St. Rose of Lima. Easter 
Sunday, April 9 8:00am at 
St. Margaret, 9:00am at St. 
Mark, 10:00am at Assump-
tion, 10:30am at All Saints, 
10:30am at St. Rose of 
Lima, and 11:00am at Holy 
Spirit.

Holy Week Schedules

Interfield, an interac-
tive installation housed 
in the UseumTM Studio 
spaces in the Burchfield 
Penney, opens to the pub-
lic on M&T Second Friday, 
April 14, 2023, from 5:30 – 
8:00 pm! 

Designed and fabricat-
ed by artist Dennis Maher 
and Assembly House 150 
(AH150), the project trans-
forms 1,800 square feet of 

space into a one-of-a-kind 
architectural installation 
that will inspire creativ-
ity and allow for greater 
hands-on engagement. 
The opening celebration 
will include remarks by 
the artist, an all-ages art 
activity inspired by the in-
stallation, and live music.

After the public open-
ing on April 14th, Inter-
field and the UseumTM-

Studio spaces will be open 
to the public for self-guid-
ed exploration and art-
making during museum 
opening hours. Beginning 
on April 15, 2023, visi-
tors will also be welcome 
to join Museum Educator 
Michaela Worosz on Sat-
urdays for Open Studio, a 
drop-in all-ages art work-
shop, available from 10:30 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Interfield Transforms Burchfield Penney Art Center
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Just Buffalo Literary 
Center welcomes ac-
claimed author and jour-
nalist Isabel Wilkerson 
to Buffalo on Wednes-
day, April 26 for a com-
pelling conversation at 
Kleinhans Music Hall, 
marking the finale of the 
2022-23 BABEL Author 
Series. The 
event begins 
at 8:00 p.m., 
with doors 
open at 
7:00 p.m. 
T i c k -
ets are 
available for purchase at 
justbuffalo.org.

"We are so proud to be 
bringing not only one of 
the pre-eminent journal-
ists but one of the most 
celebrated authors and 
thinkers of our time. 
Wilkerson's most recent 
book, "Caste" has topped 
countless "Best Book of 
the Year" and been wide-
ly praised by everyone 
from President Obama 

and Oprah Winfrey to 
Trevor Noah and Ava Du-
vernay. It's an extraordi-
nary honor to bring such 
a visionary here to West-
ern New York." - Barbara 
Cole, Artistic & Associ-
ate Executive Director

Winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize and the National 

Humanities Med-
al, Isabel Wilk-

erson is 
author of 
the criti-
cally ac-
c laimed, 

“New York 
Times” bestselling 
nonfiction books “The 
Warmth of Other Suns” 
and “Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents.” 
Wilkerson won the Pu-
litzer Prize for her deep-
ly humane narrative 
writing while serving as 
Chicago Bureau Chief of 
“The New York Times” 
in 1994, making her the 
first black woman in the 

Acclaimed Author Isabel 
Wilkerson At BABEL April 26

April, 1984. A SLUGGER...Little Scotty Haaland of 
Kenmore was practicing his batting in Delaware 
Park Sunday and sent this ball sailing for the 
Rocket photographer.

Members of the Delaware Soccer Club engaging in the annual Hertel Spring 
Clean-up, 2022.

Hooray for Earth Day!  
There are tons of oppor-
tunities this month to cel-
ebrate Earth Day right 
here in North Buffalo and 
throughout the Delaware 
District.  Earth Day is na-
tionally recognized on April 
22nd and the City of Buffa-
lo has several “Clean-up” 
events throughout the city 
that residents are encour-
aged to participate in.   

 The Hertel Busi-
ness Associations Annu-
al Spring Clean-up is on 
April 22nd and runs from 
9:00am- 12:00pm.  Volun-
teers will meet on the 1400 
block of Hertel Avenue and 
work their way down the 
avenue to address all ar-

eas that are in need.  This 
event is always a fun way 
to get together with other 
community members while 
making a difference that 
we can all enjoy.  The Her-
tel Business Association 
is still seeking volunteers, 
please register at www.her-
tel-ave.com. Garbage bags 
and gloves will be provided 
but volunteers are encour-
aged to bring their own 
rakes, brooms, and shovels.  

Another opportunity to 
help beautify our district 
is in the Elmwood Village.  
The Elmwood Village As-
sociation is hosting this 
annual clean-up on April 
22nd from 9am-1pm.  If 
you would like to volunteer 

for this event or want more 
information email info@el-
mwoodvillage.org. 

In addition to Earth 
Day Clean-Up’s, it is im-
portant to that we all do 
our part and keep our own 
neighborhoods clean on a 
daily basis.  This year the 
Hertel Business Associa-
tion is planning to have two 
more additional cleaning 
events, June 9th (12pm-
3pm) and September 22nd 
(5pm-8pm), this gives peo-
ple more chances to get 
out in in the community 
and give back.  Thank you 
to the HBA for being com-
munity leaders and staying 
committed to North Buffalo 
and Hertel Avenue.  

Hertel Spring Clean-up

East Side Garden Walk 
is soliciting gardeners to 
participate in its free 
self-guided garden tours 
Saturday and Sunday, 
July 22 & 23, 2023, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  Dead-
line to sign up is May 
15, 2023. Register online at 
EastSideGardenWalk.com.

Your garden does not 
need to be perfect; no one’s 

garden ever is. If you have 
a garden in the footprint 

of East Side Garden 
Walk, you’re welcome 
to participate.  

There are no fan-
cy garden criteria–no site 
visits, no judging, no entry 

fees, nothin’– all you have 
to do is be proud of your 
little spot of earth. It does 
not need to be giant. It does 
not need to be profession-
ally landscaped. Gardens 
range from large to a few 
square feet – register your 
front, back, or side garden; 

Green Thumb Beginner Gardening Workshop
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This month, the 
SPCA Serving Erie 
County introduces two 
exciting, new programs 
to the community.

If The Fur Fits al-
lows potential adopt-
ers to bring an 
adoptable an-
imal into the 
home a specified 
period of time prior 
to finalizing an 
adoption. Because 
an adoption has 
not officially tak-
en place, adopters 
can use the tri-
al period to determine 
how well animals will 
fit into their homes and 
lifestyles.

Doggie Entourage, 
open to potential adopt-
ers and non-adopt-
ers, allows community 
members to take a dog 
out of the SPCA for a 

few hours or the entire 
day. Dogs benefit from 
their field trips away 
from the shelter envi-
ronment, and people 

can take advan-
tage of spending 
the day with a 
dog even if they’re 
not considering 

adoption. “Dog-
gie Entourage has 

already led to 
some extremely 
successful adop-
tions,” Ussrey 
says. “People 
have brought dogs 

to visit friends and fam-
ily members for the day, 
and the next thing we 
knew, the dog was being 
adopted by one of those 
people! It’s a win-win for 
the community and for 
our shelter dogs!” Busi-
nesses can also arrange 

SPCA Trial Adoption And Dog 
Day Out Programs

March, 1984. GOING TO THE PARK...Welala Tereffe 
of Woodard Ave. and her friends Hannah and Erin 
Holden of Middlesex Ave., who just moved from 
the midwest, were seen Sunday on their way top 
Delaware Park for a game of baseball. Behind them 
is a pile of melting snow.

The 10th annual Buffalo Cherry Blossom Festival returns place at Delaware 
Park this April 29th and 30th.

The Buffalo Cherry 
Blossom Festival is celebrat-
ing its 10th year as Western 
New York’s premier spring-
time celebration on April 
29th and April 30th. 
The Buffalo Olmsted 
Parks Conservancy, 
The Buffalo History 
Museum, Friends of 
the Japanese Gar-
den, and Music is Art 
will once again partner 
to host a celebration of the 
spring season and cherry 
blossoms in the Japanese 
Garden in Delaware Park.  

The festival features ex-
hibits and events that cele-
brate the longstanding ties 
between Buffalo and its sis-
ter city, Kanazawa, Japan, 
which has helped maintain 
the city’s Japanese Garden 
through the decades. Stroll-

ing through the garden 
along the lake to see the 
blossoms has become a rite 
of spring in Buffalo. Doz-
ens of cherry blossom trees 

bloom directly behind 
The Buffalo Histo-
ry Museum in the 
Japanese Garden, 
creating one of 
the most icon-

ic scenic vistas 
in Western New York and 

the perfect backdrop for a 
spring festival. The festival 
has grown exponentially 
since first debuting in 2014, 
now attracting thousands of 
visitors each year and solid-
ifying Buffalo’s reputation 
as a top city to see cherry 
blossoms.

This year’s events are as 
follows:

Festival Fundraiser 

starts Thursday, April 27th 
| 6:00pm – 8:00pm at the 
Buffalo History Museum | 
One Museum Court, Buffa-
lo, NY 14216. Ticket price: 
$25 per individual (ad-

vanced sale April 24) | 
$30 at the door) 

This year’s fund-
raiser for the Jap-
anese Garden is at 
The Buffalo History 

Museum and includes an 
online silent auction, local 
bites, wine pull, and live 
music by Alex Cousins and 
Bryan Dubay. This event is 
hosted by the Buffalo Ol-
msted Parks Conservancy, 
Friends of the Japanese 
Garden, Music is Art, and 
The Buffalo History Muse-
um. For tickets and more 
information, visit www.buf-
falocherryblossomfestival.

10th Cherry Blossom Fest

Re-Tree Volunteer 
Plantings starts this 
Earth Day, Saturday, 
April 22 and  includes 
variety of volunteer re-
foresting in Western New 
York. 

Almost 17 years ago, 
Re-Tree volunteers set 
out to remedy massive 

storm-damaged areas of 
Western New York after 
the surprise October 12, 
2006 storm.  It took the 
program until 2019 to 
complete the recovery, its 
30,000th tree was planted 
at Canalside that year.

The 30,000 equals 
60,000, according to Re-

Tree founder and chair-
man, Paul D. Maurer.  “We 
set out with a model that 
would get us to the goal 
of replanting more than 
the reported 57,000 trees 
lost just in the public ar-
eas (parks and streets) 
from that year’s storm.  

Re-Tree Plantings 16th Season On Earth Day
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Erie County Clerk Mi-
chael P. Kearns and the 
New York State Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles 
(NYS DMV) are warning 
drivers that they are in 
risk of having their driv-
er’s license suspended 
if they fail to comply 
with NYS DMV’s 
vision screening 
policy.

Due to the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic, motorists 
were allowed to 
renew their New 
York State driver li-
cense on-line by self-cer-
tifying their vision. By 
doing so they agreed 
to submit a vision test 
within one year of that 
date. If your driver’s li-
cense expired between 
March 1, 2020 and Aug. 
31, 2021, and you re-
ceived such a notifica-

tion you are one of the 
affected motorists.

We are asking those 
who self-certified their 
vision online to complete 
the screening process,” 
said Erie County Clerk 
Michael P. Kearns. “If 

you fail to submit 
your vision test 

results, or take 
one at your local 
DMV office, you 
are putting your 
driving privileg-
es in jeopardy of 

immediate sus-
pension. Do not ig-

nore this final reminder.”
The NYS DMV re-

cently sent final notices 
to drivers who renewed 
their driver license on-
line and chose to defer 
their vision test upon re-
newal. This is after over 
150,000 drivers have yet 

Licenses Risk Suspension For 
Vision Screening Lapse

May, 1984. SHARPENING SKILLS...Members of 
the Nichols women's Lacrosse team practice in 
preparation for the opening draw of the Midwest 
Women's Lacrosse tournament, to be played 
Saturday and Sunday, May 19 and 20, at the 
Nichols school. Pictured are Lila Morris, Courtney 
Coppola, Jennifer Joyce, Kierstin Coppola, and 
Nancy Potter.

The Chianta Fieldhouse and a fenced-in batting cage in Shoshone Park will 
be forever changed by the building of an indoor sports fieldhouse.
    By Bill Snyder
    This patch of land sit-
uated behind the Chi-
anta Fieldhouse and a 
fenced-in batting cage 
in Shoshone Park will 
be forever changed 
by the building of 
an indoor sports 
fieldhouse within 
the next two years, 
according to Hertel 
North Park Youth 
Baseball League board 
members after a suc-
cessful meeting with the 
Buffalo Planning Board 
downtown in City Hall 
late Monday afternoon.
   The building, long in 

the planning stages since 
before the pandemic, 
has been in the hearts 
and minds of everyone 
involved in the 66 year 
old League, offering 

Baseball and Soft-
ball to hundreds of 
area children since 
1957. The proposed 
34,484-square-foot 
facility would re-

place a City of Buf-
falo swimming pool 

that was demolished in 
2019 for various reasons 
including safety and se-
curity. The structure was 
just off the Parking lot 
for the Park but became 

intolerable  to families, 
now there for baseball or 
softball games.
 This new building 
would  house an indoor 
multi-purpose turf field 
in the center of the com-
plex that could be used for 
any sports organization 
needing space to help in-
struct or teach area chil-
dren how to develop their 
skills as young athletes 
on a year round basis. 
The facility would also in-
clude space for additional 
batting cages, communi-
ty rooms and space for 
offices, storage and me-

If You Build It, They Will Come.

YMCA Buffalo Niag-
ara is hosting its annual 
Healthy Kids Day® on Sat-
urday, April 29 from 11:00 
am – 2:00 pm, encouraging 
families to take a moment 
to help kids be kids. This 
free event is open to the 
public, and helps provide 
a carefree day for children, 

celebrating what makes a 
kid a healthy kid. Activities 
includes games, healthy 
cooking demonstrations, 
arts and crafts, and more 
to motivate and teach fam-
ilies how to develop and 
maintain healthy routines 
at home.

Media is invited to film 

this annual event at any of 
our below locations. How-
ever, we ask that you please 
check in with the Front 
Desk upon arrival and pri-
or to any filming. Our five 
available locations are:

Independent Health 
Family YMCA: 150 Tech 

YMCA To Host Healthy Kids Day® 
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Volunteers from the 
University at Buffalo, 
PS #37 Futures Acade-
my and the community 
will be participating in 
the 21st annual Fruit 
Belt Clean-a-Thon, 
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday, May 5. 
The event is 
sponsored by 
the UB Cen-
ter for Urban 
Studies, PS #37 
Futures Acad-
emy, the Fruit 
Belt Coalition, and Ros-
well Park Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center.

Media are invited 
to cover the event. Ar-
rangements can be made 
by contacting A.S.M. 
Abdul Bari, program 
assistant for the Center 
for Urban Studies, by 
calling 470-419-9481, 
or Cameron Carver, the 

center’s garden manag-
er, at 716-308-1113.

The event typically 
draws about 100 stu-
dents, including sev-
enth- and eighth-graders 
from Futures Academy, 
and 100 community vol-
unteers each year.

Now in its 21st 
year, the Fruit Belt 

C lean -a -Thon 
aims to teach 
Futures Acad-
emy and UB 
students about 

the importance of civ-
ic engagement, while 
building relationships 
between Futures Acad-
emy and the Fruit Belt 
community.

The clean-a-thon will 
cover several blocks 
of Buffalo’s Fruit Belt 
neighborhood, between 
Michigan and Jefferson 

21st Annual Fruit Belt Clean-A-
Thon Set For May 5th

May, 1984. NOT IN SERVICE - YET - The Buffalo 
Rocket went along for a free ride last Wednesday 
when the NFTA offered members of the local media 
ride from the Theater District station to Allen St. 
aboard the Light Rail Rapid Transit trains. What's 
in store for the future patrons? A fast and smooth 
ride.

The Annual Hertel North Park Youth Baseball League Parade, 2022. This year's  
parade takes place Saturday, May 6th.

By Bill Snyder
Did you know that 

North Buffalo boys and 
girls would "walk a mile" 
in order to play base-
ball or softball 
this Summer?

Yes, they 
would! They'd 
walk a mile ev-
ery year if the 
weather is good. 
That's exactly 
what everyone's 
hoping for this 
Saturday morning at 
11:00 am when the Hertel 
North Park Youth Base-
ball League opens their 
66th season on Hertel 

Avenue with their annu-
al parade through North 
Buffalo. The Parade kicks 
off at the corner of Hertel 

and Saranac Avenue 
and will march 

east in the right-
hand lanes un-
der the watch-
ful eyes of the 
Buffalo Police 
Department 's 

Traffic Division 
for a safe journey 

to Shoshone Park.
Over 1,000 area 

boys and girls have signed 
up to play this season on 
well over 100 teams from 
t-ball four and five year 

olds to high schoolers up 
to 15 or 16 years, ready 
to play ball after opening 
ceremonies in the home of 
Hertel North Park Youth 
Baseball and Softball. 
Leading the Parade again 
this year is Buffalo Mayor 
Byron W. Brown, who has 
given his support to this 
League ever since he was 
elected in his very first 
term.

The players all love to 
see his smiling face as 
he hands out bubble gum 
and smiles for pictures.

 "This has got to be one 
of the best days of the year 

Walk A Mile For Sports!

With May being Na-
tional Bike Month, Inde-
pendent Health is giving 
Western New Yorkers 
a chance to win a Bike 
Month Prize Pack. 

If you love bicycling 
in Western New York, 
we want to hear about it. 
In 350 words or less, tell 
us why you love riding 
a bike – is it your main 
mode of transportation? 

Has it helped you in your 
health and wellness jour-
ney? Is it something you 
enjoy doing with your 
family? 

Submit your story by 
May 24 and you could win 
the grand prize courtesy 
of Independent Health. 
The Bike Month Prize 
Pack includes: 

One (1) $200 gift card 
to Dick’s Sporting Goods 

Two (2) compli-
mentary SkyRide regis-
trations with two (2) bike 
helmets 

Two (2) free annual 
memberships to Reddy 
Bikeshare (or two $40 
riding credits for existing 
members)

One (1) Independent 
Health prize pack 

Entrants must be at 

Gear Up For National Bike Month 
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 The now closed Al-
bright Knox Art Gallery 
will reopen Monday, June 
12th at The Albright 
Knox Art Gallery, 1285 
Elmwood Ave, Buffalo, 
NY with an new wing 
with other new at-
tractions, as well 
as a bunch  of new 
programs. The 
new attractions 
are set to create 
a conducive atmo-
sphere for interac-
tive learning with 
creative play.
 The museum — for-
merly known as the Al-
bright Knox Art Gallery 
— has been closed since 
late 2019 for a $168 mil-
lion expansion project. 
The museum’s vast ex-
pansion was funded by a 
$230 million capital cam-
paign — the largest in the 
history of any Western 

New York cultural institu-
tion.
 The art museum, now 
renamed Buffalo AKG Art 
Museum, is set to include 
the new Jeffrey E. Gund-
lach Building which will 

provide approx-
imately 50,000 
square feet more 
of exhibition 
space, in addition 
to five classroom 
studios, a new 
Ralph C. Wilson 
Jr. Town Square 
and more than 

half an acre of new public 
green space.
 In the meantime, visit 
public art around West-
ern New York; check out 
our current job openings; 
or explore the new collec-
tions online. For more in-
formation on the upcom-
ing reopening visit the 
buffaloakg.org.

The Albright Knox Art Gallery Is 
Set To Re-Open On June 12th

May, 1984. MOTHER AND DAUGHTER...Sharon 
and Jennifer Harmon were but two who came 
to a Mother's Day breakfast hosted by the North 
Buffalo Kiwanis Club and held at the Community 
Center. All proceeds from the breakfast were 
donated to the scout troop at St. Mary's School for 
the Deaf.

Mother's Day 2023

Warmer weather has 
arrived, daylight hours 
are longer and it 
is finally spring.  
Motorcycle rid-
ers across Erie 
County are tun-
ing up their bikes 
and getting ready 
for the riding sea-
son on the open 
road. Motorcycles are 
inexpensive to purchase, 

fuel efficient, fun to ride 
and easy to park. In Erie 

County alone, there 
are more than 
21,000 registered 
riders who use 
their motorcycles 
for commuting, 
touring and other 

recreational activ-
ities.
According to the 

National Safety Coun-

cil, although motorcycles 
make up only 3% of all 
registered vehicles and 
0.6% of all vehicle miles 
traveled in the United 
States, motorcyclists ac-
counted for 14% of all 
traffic fatalities, with fa-
talities among motorcycle 
riders and passengers in-
creasing by 8% from 2020 
to 2021.

May Is Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Month  

Mother's Day is right around the corner this Sunday, May 14th.
Mother’s Day is a holi-

day honoring motherhood 
that is observed in differ-
ent forms throughout the 
world. In the United 
States, Mother’s 
Day 2023 will occur 
on Sunday, May 
14. The Ameri-
can incarnation 
of Mother’s Day 
was created by 
Anna Jarvis in 
1908 and became an 
official U.S. holiday 
in 1914. Jarvis would lat-
er denounce the holiday’s 
commercialization and 
spent the latter part of her 
life trying to remove it from 

the calendar. While dates 
and celebrations vary, 
Mother’s Day traditionally 
involves presenting moms 

with flowers, cards and 
other gifts.

Once a major 
tradition in the 
United Kingdom 
and parts of Eu-
rope, this cele-
bration fell on the 
fourth Sunday in 

Lent and was orig-
inally seen as a time 

when the faithful would 
return to their “mother 
church”—the main church 
in the vicinity of their 
home—for a special ser-

vice.
Over time the Mothering 

Sunday tradition shifted 
into a more secular holiday, 
and children would present 
their mothers with flowers 
and other tokens of appre-
ciation. This custom even-
tually faded in popularity 
before merging with the 
American Mother’s Day in 
the 1930s and 1940s.

It is a day which makes 
people remember the im-
portance and significance 
of mothers in their life and 
is observed as a day to give 
special emphasis to the 
motherly figures around 
the world.
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HOLY SPIRIT NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE...The 
winners in each grade of Holy Spirit School's school-
level competition in the National Geography Bee 
are, from left, fourth grader Marissa Hadjuk, fifth 
grader Tracey Brown, sixth grader Evyn Costanzo, 
seventh grader Patrick Mahaney, and eighth grader 
Matthew Crean. January, 1993.

ArtsCanisius has re-
leased its spring 2023 con-
cert lineup and the season  
includes a series of perfor-
mances from the college’s 
various student ensem-
bles. All of the upcoming  
events listed below are 
free and open to the public 
unless otherwise noted.  

Friday, March 3 – Fes-
tival of Ensembles / 7:30 
p.m. / Montante Cultural 
Center  This event will 
feature performances by 
the Canisius College Jazz 
Ensemble, under the di-
rection of Russell  Scar-
brough; the Canisius Col-
lege Chorale, under the 
direction of Bradley Wing-
ert; and the Canisius Col-
lege  Orchestra, under the 
direction of Ansgarius Ayl-
ward. Admission is $5.00.  

Friday, April 28 – Cani-
sius Jazz Ensemble / 7:30 
p.m. / Montante Cultural 
Center  The Canisius Col-
lege Jazz Ensemble will 

perform, under the direc-
tion of Russell Scarbrough.  

Sunday, April 30 – Cani-
sius Chamber Orchestra / 
7:30 p.m. / Montante Cul-
tural  Center  

The Canisius College 
Orchestra will perform, 
under the direction of An-
sgarius Aylward.  

Monday, May 1 – Cani-
sius Chorale / 7:30 p.m. 
/ Christ the King Chapel  
The Canisius College Cho-
rale will perform, under 
the direction of Bradley 
Wingert.  

ArtsCanisius presents 
lectures and concerts by 
professional artists and 
musicians, including  
members of the Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
and Canisius faculty, as 
well as student recitals. 
For  more information 
about ArtsCanisius and its 
programming and perfor-
mances, visit  www.canis-
ius.edu/artscanisius. 

ArtsCanisius Spring 2023 
Concert Series  

Girl Scouts in Western New York are now selling the exclusively online, berry-
blasted Raspberry Rally™ cookie alongside the iconic cookie lineup, powering 
amazing experiences in outdoors, STEM, and beyond.

ginning February 17th, 
consumers can enter their 
zip code to purchase cook-
ies online from a local troop 
for direct shipment or do-
nation to local causes. Once 
cookies arrive in March, 
visit the Cookie Finder 
www.gswny.org/findcookies 
to view cookie booths with-
in your communities.

You can also text COOK-
IES to 59618 to be among 
the first to receive informa-
tion about Girl Scout Cook-
ies and to find out about 
other exciting Girl Scout 
news. Visit https://bit.
ly/3E7ViYa for Terms and 
Conditions. Visit https://
bit.ly/3Fajz0V for the SMS 
Privacy Policy.

The Girl Scout of West-
ern New York Cookie sea-
son runs from December 
10, 2022 through April 2, 
2023.

Girls can join and adults 
can become a volunteer 
atgswny.org/en/join.html.

All cookie varieties will 
be $6.00 per package. 100% 
of all proceeds stays local 
within Girl Scouts of West-
ern NY. Each package con-
tinues to support our mis-

sion to support girls and 
volunteers. GSWNY 

will continue to pro-
vide a 50% subsi-
dy for online direct 
ship to your home 

for every nine packag-
es of cookies. Cookies are 

able to be purchased and 
shipped nationwide in the 
United States.

This must-try new cook-
ie will be the first in the 
Girl Scout Cookie lineup 
to be exclusively offered 
for online sale and direct 
shipment only, enhancing 
girls’ e-commerce sales and 
entrepreneurial skills.

If you know a Girl Scout, 
ask how they are selling 
cookies via their online 
store front for direct ship-
ment or local delivery. Be-

On Saturday, Girl 
Scouts of Western New 
York (GSWNY) kicks off 
the 2023 Girl Scout Cook-
ie program for Girl Scouts 
and their troops to begin 
rallying the community 
to support the world’s 
largest entrepre-
neurial program for 
girls. New to the 
2023 cookie pro-
gram, the highly an-
ticipated online exclusive 
Raspberry Rally™ cook-
ie joins the iconic lineup, 
alongside classic family 
favorites like Thin Mints®, 
Adventurefuls, Caramel 
deLites®, Peanut Butter 
Patties® Peanut Butter 
Sandwiches, Lemonades, 
Toast-Yays, and Trefoils 
(previously named Short-
bread). Nutritional infor-
mation about the cookies 
including allergen infor-
mation is available at the 
ABC Bakers website, www.
abcbakers.com

It's Cookie Time!

Free Swim Strength Training Course
pare for upcoming Certifi-
cation Sessions. The hours 
are from 4:00 PM to 6:00 
PM. For  more information 
on the swim strengthening 
sessions, please contact 
the Parks Pools Office at 
(716) 851 - 5998. 

Mayor Brown stated, 

Mayor Brown and the City 
of Buffalo, in partnership 
with the Police Athletic 
League of Buffalo (PAL), 
kicked off  multiple ses-
sions of free and paid Red 
Cross Certified Lifeguard 
Training for City of Buffa-

Mayor Byron W. Brown 
reminded City Youth who 
need to develop their 
swimming  technique that 
they can take part in a 
FREE Swim Strength-
ening Course, offered on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
in  January, in order to pre-
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Buffalo families have 
one more opportunity to 
experience The Buffalo 
History Museum’s Train 
Gallery, which is sched-
uled to temporarily close 
on June 3. For more than 
30 years, the expansive 
display has featured 
1900s replica model 
trains running on more 
than 200 feet of track, 

a scale Erie Canal lock, 
and 100 miniature hand-
made buildings portray-
ing 19th century Buffalo 
and Western New York. 
The Train Gallery has 
been maintained and op-
erated by the Rail Bar-
ons, a longtime dedicated 
team of volunteers who 
custom built the model.

TBHM Invites The Public To The 
Final Days Of The Train Gallery

May, 1984. PRESENTING THE CHECK...M&T Bank 
Manager for the Delaware branch, Don Picone, 
presented a check for over $200 to Eric Rosen from 
St. Mary's School for the Deaf t last week's lunch 
nd meeting of North Buffalo Kiwanis. Pictured 
from left to right are: Steve Braunscheidel, Tom 
Lenz, Eric Rosen, Don Picone, Stan Kasprzyck, 
and Tony Geraci.

A close up view of the Buffalo History Museum’s 
HO scale model train display.

Buffalo Marathon 2023

The Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Erie 
County (CCE Erie) 
Master Gardener 
Program will hold 
its Annual Plant 
Sale, Friday, May 
26th from 8:30am 
to 3:00pm, and Sat-
urday, May 27th from 
8:30am to 2:00pm at 

the First Presbyterian 
Church of Buffalo, One 

Symphony Circle, 
Buffalo, New York 
14201.

The CCE Erie 
Master Gardener 

Annual Plant Sale is 
a perfect opportunity 

to buy great plants at 
great prices. The sale in-

cludes a choice selection 
of sun and shade perenni-
als, natives, pollinators, 
herbs, annuals, shrubs, 
and vegetables from the 
gardens of or grown by 
the CCE Erie Master Gar-
dener volunteers, as well 
as plants donated from 
area horticultural busi-

CCE Erie Master Gardener Program Plant Sale

The annual Buffalo Marathon held in downtown Buffalo, NY, 2022.
Buffalo Marathon Week-

end is seven days away. 
This year we are thrilled to 
continue our growth back 
towards pre-pandemic lev-
els with 6,400 athletes from 
13 countries and 41 states 
participating. All events 
sold out in early April. 

A weekend/sum-
mer kickoff party, 
which is open to every-
one, will be held on 
Chippewa Street 
on Friday night 
(May 26) from 5 p . m . 
to 10 p.m. The Strictly Hip 
will be performing and the 
night will be capped with a 
spectacular fireworks dis-
play at approximately 9:30. 

A new, free Plogging event 
will be held Friday, May 26 
at 5:30 starting near Chip-
pewa Street. Plogging is a 

combination of jogging and 
picking up litter to enhance 
the aesthetics of our city. 
Registration is required. 

The Health and Wellness 
Expo will be held on May 27 

from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
is open to the public. 

The Shopper Chop-
per, a giant 

street-legal 
m o t o r i z e d 
shopping cart 

will be making an 
appearance at the Friday 
night happy hour and will 
again lead the race. 

Over the past 22 years, 
we have donated more than 
$1,400,000 to 50+ charities 
who support Buffalo Mar-
athon Weekend. This year, 
we will award more than 
$175,000 to local charities, 
including the $100,000+ 

raised by our Heart-To-
Heart runners. Monies 
raised by the Heart-To-
Heart runners benefit the 
best-in-class cardiac pro-
grams at Buffalo General 
Medical Center/Gates Vas-
cular Institute. This year’s 
donation raises our total 
contribution to more than 
$600,000. 

We could not do this 
without support from our 
sponsors, including Kalei-
da Health, John R. Oishei 
Children's Hospital, Tops 
Friendly Markets, UBMD 
Surgery & Orthopaedics & 
Sports Medicine, Reimer 
Home Services, and Dick’s 
Sporting Goods and the rest 
of our sponsors. 

For more information 
please visit buffalomara-
thon.org.
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The ORIGINAL 
shop-local large scale 
event is back and bigger 
than ever!

The 6th annual Totally 
Buffalo Festival 2023 is 
now a 3-day event at the 
best venue in WNY, Buf-
falo Riverworks, 359 Gan-
son Street. This will be the 
sixth year of the festival 
and it will be three days 
instead of two. The event 
starts Friday, May 26th 
from 3-8pm, May 27th 
from 10am-5pm, and May 
28th from 10am-4pm.  

Celebrate Memorial 
Weekend on the water – 
with 100 local artisans, 
great food, live music, awe-
some drinks and loads of 
fun! There will be over 100 
local vendors offering Buf-
falo-themed signs, shirts, 
towels, jewelry, photo-
graphs, paintings and 
more. The event is free to 
attend – we can’t wait to 
see you!

For more information 
please visit www.buffalo-
riverworks.com/event/to-
tally-buffalo-festival-3/.

Totally Buffalo Festival 2023

May, 1984. LADIES AND THEIR HATS...Ladies of 
the North Park Presbyterian Church held their 
annual luncheon and fashion show at the Park 
Lane Restaurant last week. Pictured above, L to R: 
Mrs. William Meredith, Mrs. Robert Dilcher, Mrs. 
George Steeb, Mrs. Leroy Klocke, Mrs. Donald 
Lincoln, and Mrs. George Blackstock.

Memorial Day 2023

Arts Services Inc. (ASI) 
and Buffalo Common Coun-
cil Member Joel P. Feroleto 
have announced the artists 
chosen to paint live mu-
ral art during the 2023 
Hertel Alley Mural Fest 
which will take place on 
June 10 and June 11. 
The festival hours are 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. each 
day and will take place 
in Hertel Alley, which 
runs behind businesses 
from 1225 and 1301 Hertel 
Avenue in North Buffalo.

These artists were cho-
sen from a pool of 99 ap-
plications for their strong 
artistic voice and their 

excitement for the 
community engage-
ment element of the 
festival. For some, 
this will be their 
third or fourth time 
painting a mural but 
for many this will be 

their first opportunity 
to create a work on this 

large of a scale.
All of the artists will be 

on site for both days of the 
festival to paint their as-
signed mural site and en-
gage with the community. 
The festival’s focus will be 
on the live mural painting, 
but will also include music 
and other arts activities 
throughout the day.

“The Hertel Alley Mu-
ral Festival will showcase 
a diverse group of artists 
and add more public art to 
Hertel Avenue!” said Coun-
cilmember Feroleto. 

Hertel Alley Mural Fest 2023

This year, Memorial Day takes place on Monday, May 29th.

Totally Buffalo Festival, 2022.

Memorial Day is ob-
served as of 1971, on the 
last Monday of May. This 
year it will be Mon-
day, May 29th. It hon-
ors those who serve 
every year. It hon-
ors those of the U.S. 
military who died in 
American wars. One o f 
the biggest Memori- a l 
Day traditions is for the 
president or vice president 
to give a speech. Another 
is for the president or vice 
president to lay a wreath 
on soldiers’ graves in the 
largest U.S. military buri-
al ground, Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, in Virgin-

ia.
The history of Memorial 

Day goes back more than a 
century and a half in our 

countries' history. 
Three years after 

the Civil War ended, 
on May 5, 1868, the 
head of an organi-

zation of Union veterans 
— the Grand Army of the 
Republic (GAR) — estab-
lished Decoration Day as a 
time for the nation to dec-
orate the graves of the war 
dead with flowers.  

The annual Kenmore-
Memorial Day Parade  
takes place Monday, May 
29th. The parade takes 

place on Delaware Avenue, 
beginning in the Town of 
Tonawanda, continuing 
into the Village of Kenmore, 
and turning onto Lincoln 
Boulevard, ending at Elm-
wood Avenue. The parade 
features bands, service or-
ganizations, dance groups, 
and fire departments.  Vet-
erans and active members 
of the military are honored 
and thanked for their ser-
vice to our country, and of 
course, we remember those 
military personnel who 
died in service. Interested 
participants should con-
tact the Brounshidle Post 
for more information.
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The Centro Culturale 
Italiano di Buffalo (CCI 
Buffalo) is proud to an-
nounce the opening of 
a new exhibit, Genera-
tions. 

Thanks to an Erie 
County Cultural Cap-
ital grant, the new 
900 sq/ft exhib-
it will explore 
the themes of 
immigrat ion , 
neighborhoods, 
faith, service, 
leisure, and 
businesses. 

Ribbon Cutting 
6:00 PM Thursday June 
1, 2023: Deputy County 
Executive Lisa Chime-
ra, Mayor Byron Brown, 
Buffalo Common Coun-
cil Member Joel Fero-
letto, CCI Executive Di-
rector Lindsey Lauren 
Visser, and other elected 
officials and community 
leaders will be present 
to cut the ribbon on the 
new exhibit. 

“This exhibit has been 
many years in the mak-
ing and we are so excit-
ed to finally be able to 
share it with the com-
munity,” said Executive 
Director Lindsey Lauren 

Visser. “While the ex-
hibit tells the Ital-

ian story, it also 
tells the story 
of immigration 
broadly. Anyone 
with an immi-
gration story 

in their family, 
regardless of eth-

nicity, will be able to 
connect with our exhibit 
and come to better un-
derstand the experiences 
of their ancestors.” 

“Since we took on the 
project of renovating 
the North Park Library 
and converting it into an 
Italian Cultural Center, 
opening this exhibit has 
been part of our vision 
for the CCI” said Board 

CCI Buffalo To Cut Ribbon 
On New Exhibit 

June, 1984. ICE CREAM TIME...At last it is time for 
ice cream as these young aficionados sighted on 
Crestwood Avenue. Katie and Richard Bernecki 
were taking an after-dinner stroll with their 
father on a lovely summer evening. 

Shakespeare In The Park 

The Buffalo Muse-
um of Science’s (BMS) 
annual free admission 
day, Community Health 
Day sponsored by In-
dependent Health, will 
take place on Monday, 
June 19, 2023. Many 
area schools will 
be closed for the 
Juneteenth hol-
iday, giving ev-
eryone the op-
portunity to explore the 
Museum’s interactive 
exhibits and galleries at 
no cost.

In addition to free 
admission, Community 

Health Day offers sev-
eral health and well-
ness-focused activities 
for visitors of all ages 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In-
dependent Health’s Red-

Shirts will offer free 
giveaways and fami-

ly-friendly activ-
ities indoors and 
outdoors (weather 
permitting), and 
community part-

ners will be stationed 
throughout the Museum 
to provide information 
on health and wellness 
resources available in 
the western New York.

Community partners 
representing a range of 
health and wellness re-
sources will be on site, 
including UB Environ-
mental health studies, 
New York Life’s Child 
ID program, and Crisis 
Services. There will also 
be a special storytime 
in the SensERIE early 
childhood space led by 
the BMS highlighting 
the significance of June-
teenth.

All four floors of the 
Museum and its interac-
tive science studios will 

Free Admission Day June 19 At The BMOS

An aerial view of the crowd at a showing during a production by Shakespeare 
at Delaware Park, Buffalo, NY, 2022.

Shakespeare in Dela-
ware Park (SDP) is thrilled 
to announce its highly an-
ticipated 48th Summer 
Season, featuring a cap-
tivating touring show 
and two main stage 
productions.  This 
year’s season prom-
ises to deliver excep-
tional perfor-
mances and 
enchanting 
evenings un-
der the stars FREE for all 
to enjoy.

Kicking off the season on 
June 14th, SDP presents 
the touring show Where 

"There’s A Will There’s A 
Play".  Directed by Norm 
Sham, this unique produc-
tion, featuring four talented 
actors, will bring an hour-
long performance right 

to your neighborhood.  
Opening Night will be 
held at the Roycroft 

Inn, beginning at 7pm.  
Throughout 
the summer, 
the production 
will visit vari-

ous venues across WNY, 
offering audiences an op-
portunity to experience 
Shakespeare’s timeless 
works up close and person-

al.
Returning to the hill on 

June 22nd, SDP’s main 
stage opens with the classic 
play, "Measure For Mea-
sure".  Directed by Virginia 
Monte, this production stars 
Daniel Lendzian, Gretch-
en Didio, Luke Brewer and 
Lisa Ludwig, promising a 
riveting interpretation with 
a musical twist of Shake-
speare’s thought-provoking 
work.  Audiences can catch 
this captivating perfor-
mance Tues-Sun at 7:15pm 
from June 22 to July 16.

Continuing the main 
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Public art fans get 
ready. The line-up for 
the new mural festi-
val on Hertel Alley has 
been announced.

The new Hertel Alley 
Mural Festival 
is bringing 25 
artists for a live 
mural creation 
weekend. These 
artist were se-
lected from an 
application pool 
of almost 100.

The artists 
will paint live 
during the festi-
val, which takes 
place from June 
10 to 11 from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. The murals will 
be behind business-
es from 1225 and 1301 
Hertel Avenue. 

The focus will be on 
live mural making, but 

there will also be music 
and other art. There are 
16 buildings that will 
serve as blank canvases 
for mural creations. Wall 
space ranges from 10’ x 

10’ up to 20’ 
x 20’ and will 
be assigned 
based on pan-
el discussion 

and previous 
level of large 
scale public 
art experi-
ence. Selected 
artists will be 

invited to live-paint 
or live-install their 
mural during Mural 

Fest weekend.
For more infor-

mation please vis-
it, www.asiwny.
org /2023/02/14/2023-
hertel-alley-mural-fest-
call-for-artists.

The 2023 Hertel Alley Mural 
Fest Comes June 10th

June, 1984. FAST WORK...This picture of the 
NFTA's construction project at Main and LaSalle, 
site of the LRRT station, was out of date almost 
as soon as it was taken. Ideal weather and double 
shifts are making for a rapid completion of the 
station. 

Albright Knox Re-Opens

Buffalo’s Allentown Art 
Festival returns for its 66th 
annual show Saturday June 
10 and Sunday June 11, 
2023 (11 am to 6 pm). Near-
ly 300 artists and 
crafts men and 
women will dis-
play and sell their 
wares in the his-
toric Allentown 
neighborhood.

This year’s Festival 
brings new and exciting 
features including displays 
and demonstrations from 

the Corning Glass Museum, 
the CEPA Gallery’s photo 
lab, a children’s art station 
from the Birchfield Penny 
Art Center and displays 

from emerging 
artists sponsored 
by the Hunt Gal-
lery and the 
Allentown Art 
Festival.

Food and 
music offerings are also ex-
panded with the addition 
of food trucks, new conces-
sionaires to supplement our 

perennial favorites, a new 
music tent and a welcoming 
tent for the Visit Buffalo Ni-
agara organization.

Formerly named the 
Allentown Village Society 
and formed in 1958, the 
Allentown Art Festival is 
a non-profit all-volunteer 
organization fostering par-
ticipation and support local 
artists and cultural insti-
tutions as well as offering 
prize awards, art scholar-
ships, projects and neigh-
borhood art classes.

Allentown Art Festival To Mark 66th Year

The museum's Elmwood Avenue campus is temporarily closed for construction. 
The Buffalo AKG Art Museum is scheduled to open on June 15, 2023.

After three tumultuous 
years of construction and 
renovations, the world re-
nowned Albright Knox Art 
Gallery, now renamed "the 
Buffalo AKG Art Muse-
um" will be reopening next 
week, June 12. 

Following the museum’s 
opening celebration and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
June 12, the entire muse-
um will be accessible free of 
admission charges through-
out its opening weekend 
(June 15-June 18), with 
an array of performances, 
activities, and events or-
ganized throughout the re-
newed and vastly expanded 
campus, designed by OMA/
Shohei Shigematsu in col-
laboration with Cooper Rob-
ertson.

The museum is antic-

ipated to be a very busy 
weekend coming up for the 
campus through thorough 
changes over its lifespan 
but the construction efforts 
implemented since 2019 are 
some of the most immense 
undertakings during its 
lifetime. The newly built 
Gundlach Building, named 
after lead financier of the 
AKG Jeffrey E. Gundlach, 
with a 38-foot-high entrance 
gallery and exhibit space is 
only one of the massive ad-
ditions.

The entire Knox Build-
ing now boasts  more than 
50,000 added square feet of 
impressive exhibition space.

The museum will be de-
buting entirely new spaces 
to its various wings, as well 
as a many new programs, 
aimed at creating an inter-

play with interactive learn-
ing and play.

One area that's eliciting 
a lot of new interest is the 
museum's new cafe, the 
Creative Commons which 
is the result of the first ever 
philanthropic partnership 
between the LEGO Founda-
tion and a fine art museum.

Buffalo AKG is offering 
free admission during Pre-
view Week from June 15 to 
June 18. 

The Buffalo AKG will 
be open Thursday and Fri-
day from 10 am to 8 pm, 
and Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday from 10 am to 5 
pm. Admission tickets will 
cost $18 for adults, $16 for 
students and seniors, $10 
for youth (ages 6 to 18), and 
will be free for children ages 
5 and under.
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The Buffalo History 
Museum is pleased to 
announce the return of 
our Party on the Porti-
co summer concert se-
ries. Party on the Por-
tico takes place from 
6:00pm- 9:00pm on 
Third Fridays - June 
16, July 21, and 
August 18.

Party on 
the Portico 
has been a 
staple summer celebra-
tion on the Museum’s 
iconic portico overlook-
ing Delaware Park and 
Mirror Lake for more 
than a decade. Guests 
can also explore the mu-
seum’s exhibits, and en-
joy a cash bar and com-
plimentary snacks. This 
year’s line-up is sup-
ported by Music is Art. 

2023 LINE-UP 

June 16 – Sunday 
Reign and Tuesday nite 

July 21 – Rabbit Jaw 
and Falconeers 

August 18 –  Damon 
Jackson Outcome and 
Smac! 

Party on the Portico is 
a 21 and over event and 

runs rain or shine. 
Tickets are $15 

for the public, 
($5 for mem-
bers) and 

can be purchased online 
at buffalohistory.org/
event/party-on-the-por-
tico-2/2023-06-16/or at 
the door.

Party on the Portico is 
sponsored by M&T Bank 
as part of M&T Third 
Fridays, Community 
Beer Works, RP Oak Hill 
Building Company Inc., 
Frey Electric, and Weg-
mans.  

Party On The Portico Returns To 
The Buffalo History Museum

June, 1984. AWARDS NIGHT FOR JAYCEES...
The North Buffalo Jaycees let last Saturday 
at Mulligans for their annual awards banquet. 
Pictured above are: Bill Snyder, C.D. vice-
president; David Stone, treasurer; Maureen 
Earsing, chairperson; Dennis Gallagher, 
president; Cindy Innes, co-chairperson; William 
Snedden, ID vice-president; Anthony Piccolo, 
Citizen of the Year; Fred Sales, director; and City 
Court Judge Raul Figueroa.

    The Roycroft-
ers-At-Large Association 
is excited to announce 
that it will be back 
again for the 47th an-
nual Roycroft Arti-
san Summer Arts & 
Crafts Festival at the 
Classic Rink on Sat-
urday, June 24th and 
Sunday June 25th! 

The festival 
runs from 10 a.m 
until 5 p.m. each day at 

the Classic Rink, located 
at 41 Riley Street in the 
Village of East Aurora.

This is the fifth year 
the Roycroft Summer 

Festival returns to 
the Classic Rink, an out-

door venue with a roof 
to provide protection 
from the sun as well 
as inclement weather.

With the festi-
val centrally located 

in the village, patrons can 

park once and take advan-
tage of everything East 
Aurora has to offer, includ-
ing Main Street shops and 
restaurants.  Convenient 
parking close to the rink 
and festival has been pro-
vided by Fisher-Price, Inc. 
at the Riley Street parking 
lot.

Visitors to the Festival 
will experience fine art in 
wood, metal, fabric, jewel-

47th Annual Roycroft Artisan Summer 
Festival Starts June 24th & 25th

This Father's Day is coming up this Sunday, June 18th so be sure to make this 
Sunday a great day for Dad!

Father’s Day is always 
celebrated on the third Sun-
day in June. This year, it 
lands on Sunday, June 18th.

Many people assume Fa-
ther’s Day (and Mother’s 
Day for that matter) is a hol-
iday designed by greeting 
card makers to turn a profit. 
But that couldn’t be farther 
from the truth. The story 
behind how this day became 
a holiday is actually a tale of 
determination by one wom-
an and a decades-long fight 
to get fathers the recogni-
tion they deserve.

The first Father’s Day 
observance is often attribut-
ed to the 1907 Monongah, 
West Virginia mining disas-
ter that took 361 men—250 

of them fathers— and left 
more than a thousand chil-
dren without a dad. In May 
of 1909, a woman named 
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd 
of Spokane, Washington, 
heard a Mother’s Day ser-
mon by Reverend Dr. Henry 
Rasmussen in her home-
town church and thought 
a similar day should be set 
aside to honor fathers. 

In 1924, President Cal-
vin Coolidge urged states 
to observe the day nation-
wide but refused to issue 
an official proclamation 
for the holiday, and by the 
1930s there was an effort 
to combine Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day into a sin-
gle “Parent’s Day” holiday. 

Even the newly formed “Fa-
ther’s Day Council,” made 
up (and funded by) of mem-
bers of men’s clothing retail-
ers, couldn’t get the holiday 
recognized by 1938, only 
succeeding in getting cal-
endar makers to mark the 
third Sunday in June with 
tie and pipe illustrations. 
And the general public had 
no interest in buying cards 
or gifts for dad that he prob-
ably didn’t need.

Whatever you do, a per-
sonal gift is a way to tell dad 
that in so many ways he 
remains the center of your 
world, that nothing he did 
in the past went unnoticed, 
and that he continues to in-
spire you every day.

Happy Father's Day!
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The Buffalo Artisans 
& Flea event offers a 
modern shopping expe-
rience premiering June 
24th & 25th at 500 
Seneca Lot @ 
500 Seneca 
Street, Buffa-
lo, NY.  

With all the 
perks of Step 
Out Buffalo’s 
Buffalo Arti-
sans & Flea 
is a modern 
shopping ex-
perience hap-
pening June 24 
& 25, 2023. Featuring 
your favorite local cre-
ators and curators, this 
market event is the ul-
timate summer kick off 
in WNY, held outside in 
the 500 Seneca lot.

Shop a curated mar-
ketplace of WNY's best 

local makers, collec-
tors, and artisans while 
enjoying music, food 
trucks, a cocktail garden 
featuring The Bubble 

Bar by Alchemy, 
boozy samples 
from local mak-
ers, adoptable 
dogs and cats 
from the City of 
Buffalo Animal 
Shelter, a pho-
to station, and 
more.

Featured ven-
dors will have 
everything new 

+ vintage collections 
including home goods, 
apparel, candles, jewel-
ry, Buffalo goodies, ac-
cessories, specialty food 
& drink, paper goods, 
beauty and spa, art, 
craft booze, gifts, and so 

Buffalo Artisans & Flea 
Starts June 24th

June, 1984. CELEBRATING SUMMER...The 
Chopin Singing Society and Dancers celebrated 
the longest night of the year, St. John's Night, 
with traditional Polish songs, dances, and rituals 
before an attentive crowd in Delaware Park last 
Saturday night. 

 Friends of Reinstein 
Woods invites the WNY 
community to its annual 
Artisan Mar- ket on 
S a t u r d a y , 
July 15 from 
11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. This 
free, rain-or-
shine event will take place 
at Reinstein Woods, 93 
Honorine Dr. Depew, NY 
14043. This year’s market 
will feature more than 35 

artisans and vendors sell-
ing handmade jewelry, 
soy candles, organic veg-
etables, paintings, photo-

graphs and more.
“We are 

always excit-
ed to spend a 

day at the woods, 
enjoying nature’s harmo-
ny, and this event also lets 
us support local business-
es at the same time,” said 
Friends of Reinstein Woods 

President Eric Gallo. “We 
hope to see a lot of famil-
iar faces and new families 
come out to support these 
local farmers and arti-
sans, as well as discover 
everything that Reinstein 
Woods has to offer them!”

The event, sponsored 
by M&T Bank, will also 
feature live music from 
The Buffalo Ukulele Club, 
face painting, kids crafts, 

Reinstein Woods Artisan Market 
Starts July 15, 2023

The Dorritie Garden, Buffalo NY.
There are over 100 ex-

ceptional gardens to visit 
throughout Erie and Ni-
agara counties on Thurs-
days and Fridays, for select 
hours, in July. Visit Open-
GardensWNY.com for more 
information. 

Open Garden Days are:
• Thursday & Friday, 

July 6 & 7 
• Thursday & Friday, 

July 13 & 14 
• Thursday & Friday, 

July 20 & 21 
• Thursday & Friday, 

July 27 & 28 
Gardens are found in 

neighborhood clusters or-
ganized by the hours they 
are open. Gardens can be 
found in Lockport, Gasport, 
Grand Island, Akron, East 
Aurora, Elma, Holland, 

South Buffalo, West Sen-
eca, Lackawanna, Lake-
shore, Eden, Hamburg, 
Orchard Park, Eden, Ham-
burg, Orchard Park, Am-
herst, Cheektowaga, East 
Amherst, Williamsville, 
Kenmore, North Tonawan-
da, Tonawanda, Lancaster, 
and Buffalo’s Parkside, Al-
lentown, Cottage District, 
Elmwood Village, and Del-
aware District neighbor-
hoods. 

Exploring Buffalo Niag-
ara’s gardens has become 
the great getaway for lovely 
summer days. The gardens 
are beautiful, there are no 
crowds, and the gardeners 
are friendly and happy to 
answer questions. 

You’ll need a 2023 Tours 
of Open Gardens and Gar-

den Event Guide. Included 
within are maps showing 
the gardens, a listing of the 
hours that each garden is 
open, and garden descrip-
tions – complete with gar-
den features, collections, 
and photos. You’ll have six 
days to visit (or re-visit!) 
the gardens throughout the 
month. Take advantage of 
the money saving garden 
center coupons in the book 
– and it will pay for itself!

Find the Open Gardens 
Guide: 

• At select garden 
centers and shops 
($15 donation, cash 
only!), visit Open-
GardensWNY.com to 
view the list 

• Online at Gardens-
BuffaloNiagara.com 

Garden Walk Buffalo 2023

Find the Open Gardens Guide:

● At select garden centers and shops ($15 donation, cash only!), visit
OpenGardensWNY.com to view the list

● Online at GardensBuffaloNiagara.com

Tours of Open Gardens is an event produced by Gardens Buffalo Niagara, its mission is
to create more vibrant and beautiful communities by sharing our gardens with events
like the The Buffalo Style Garden Art Sale, East Side Garden Walk, Garden Walk
Buffalo, Urban Farm Day,, and the Children’s Garden Festival.

The Dorritie Garden, Buffalo
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By Joel Feroleto
School’s out and 

summer here, but 
North Park Community 
School is inviting you 
back with the prom-
ise of no homework 
this time! Join 
us, Wednes-
day July 12th 
from 6:00pm-
8:30pm for a 
free concert 
provided by 
The Buffalo 
Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

With a selec-
tion of classics like 
Duke Ellington Fan-
tasy and The Stars 
and Stripes Forever, 
to songs from beloved 
movies like Frozen or 
The Little Mermaid, 
this event is for the 
whole family!

The concert will be-
gin at 7pm in the North 

Park Community School 
lawn, but feel free to 
join us at 6, as there 
will be various food 
trucks available! With 
truck appearances from 

Just Pizza, Lloyds 
Tacos, Moneybag 

Dumplings, The 
Cheesy Chick, 
Rollin Canno-
li and Maria’s 
Bene Cibo, 
there’s just 
so much to 

choose from!
As usual this 

event is dog, kid 
and bike friendly! 

Grab your favorite lawn 
chair or some snacks 
and join us for this 
event! Come enjoy the 
Performance, array of 
food, and warm weath-
er with your friends, 
family and the rest of 
your community!

Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
Takes The Stage In North Buffalo!

July, 1984. WATCHING THE LUCKY WINNER...
Custer St. resident Jim Gaston, keeps an eye 
on a lucky Number One who had an easy time 
winning  Saturday afternoon at the St. Joseph's 
Lawn Fete. The Main St. parish holds the fete and 
a chicken barbeque every year.

The Kenmore Village 
Improvement Society 
kicks off the Franco's 
Pizza Children's 
Concert Series at 
6:15 p.m. Tuesday,  
July 11, on the 
lawn of Kenmore 
Middle School, 155 
Delaware Road. The 
free concert series will 
run on four consecutive  

Tuesdays between July 
11 and Aug. 1. The first 

100 children at the 
first concert will 
receive a free gift. 
Dinner, beverages, 
and desserts will 
be offered at fam-

ily-friendly prices. 
Attendees are asked 

to bring lawn chairs or 
blankets. The con certs 

are canceled if raining. 
Check the KVIS main 
Facebook page at face-
book . com/kenmorev i l -
lage for concert updates. 

“We are so excited to 
start the twelfth sea-
son of our Franco's Piz-
za Children's Concert 
Series,” KVIS President 
Melissa  Foster said. 

Children’s Concert Series Begins 12th Season 

The Taste of Buffalo is thrilled to announce the participating restaurants for 
its 40th Birthday Celebration, taking place July 8 & 9.

 The Taste of Buffalo pre-
sented by Tops announced 
today that 37 restaurants 
and food trucks and four 
NYS wineries, will partic-
ipate in the 40th annual 
celebration of Buffalo’s food 
scene, which will be held 
July 8 and 9 
on Delaware 
Ave in down-
town Buffalo.

The list of restaurants 
includes a mix of classic 
American and ethnic cui-
sines that represents the 
diverse food culture for 
which Western New York is 
known. Ten restaurants will 
be participating in the Taste 
of Buffalo for the first time, 

including new meatless and 
gluten-free options. Gene-
see Brewery, Coca-Cola, The 
Tipsy Trailer, and Sad Boys 
Brewing round out the bev-
erage options for this year’s 
Taste.

“The Taste 
prides itself 
on being the 
premiere food 

event that showcas-
es every corner of Buffalo’s 
incredible and diverse food 
scene,” said 2023 Taste of 
Buffalo Chair Elizabeth 
Mamot. “This year’s lineup 
showcases that diversity, 
and we look forward to at-
tendees getting the opportu-
nity to enjoy their usual sta-

ples while finding their new 
favorite restaurants.”

The following restau-
rants, food trucks, and win-
eries will be participating in 
the Taste of Buffalo’s 40th 
birthday celebration:
• A Gust of Sun Winery
• A'mano Fresh Pasta 

Kitchen*
• Anchi A La Carte*
• Avenue29 Foods*
• Babcias Pierogi
• Bavarian Nut Company
• Brodies of WNY
• BW's Barbecue
• Caribbean Flava
• The Cheesy Chick food 

truck
• Chrusciki Bakery

Taste Of Buffalo 2023
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The East Side Garden 
Walk (ESGW) returns for 
a sixth year July 22 & 23, 
10am-3pm. The tour is 
free and self-guided with 
more than 70 Gardens! 

New this year:
500 Free backpacks of 

school supplies for chil-
dren. PanchoPacks 
from the Teacher’s 
Desk will be dis-
tributed each day 
of the walk on 
June 22 and 23 
between 12 and 
2pm from the 
Box Avenue Good Neigh-
bors Garden. Child(ren) 
must be present to receive 
a backpack.

Headquarters during 
the days and hours of 
the tour. Free maps are 
available and volunteers 
will answer visitors’ ques-
tions.

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Park near the Masten 

district sign, close to Fill-
more and North Parade 
(ESGW t-shirts will be for 
sale), People’s Park, Main 
Street and Jewett Park-
way.

Find ESGW maps 
ahead of time:

Visit EastSide-
GardenWalk . com 
to download a 

pr int - f r iendly 
PDF .

More than a 
garden tour, the 
ESGW is a way 

f o r Buffalo’s East Side 
residents to take control 
of the narrative for their 
community. They share 
gardens, stories, and a 
spirit of perseverance 
with those from within 
and outside their neigh-
borhoods. Learn about one 
of the many participating 
gardeners by watching a 
Walk with Iris through 
the Costner Garden.

East Side Garden Walk 
Returns This July 22nd

July, 1984. READY TO START...North District 
Councilman Dave Rutecki,  Delaware District 
Councilman Al Coppola and Dr. Oscar Smuckler 
pictured at the future site of a shopping plaza 
that will replace PS21, slated for demolition. The Buffalo office of 

GHD, a global professional 
services firm and the Buffa-
lo-area Engineering Aware-

ness for Minorities (BEAM) 
have teamed up to offer a 
six-week summer internship 
program to ten students 
from Hutchinson Central 
Technical High School. The 
program begins on July 10 
and is designed to introduce 
the students to a range of 
technical and profession-
al experiences within the 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) dis-
ciplines.

“Our relationships within 
the communities we serve 

Six-Week Summer Internship Provides Students 
With Hands-On STEM Activities

The annual Zoomagination: The Festival of Lanterns and Lights hosted by the 
Buffalo Zoo is open to the public Wednesday-Sunday till August 20, 2023.

The Buffalo Zoo is fea-
turing Zoomagination: The  
Festival of Lanterns and 
Lights presented by Five 
Star Bank. Zoomagi-
nation is a must-
see summer at-
traction. Packed 
with an all-new  
lineup of lanterns, 
guests will immerse them-
selves in the larger-than-life 
displays of beautiful  florals, 
curious creatures from un-
der the sea, and breathtak-
ing landmarks from around 
the world. 

New this year will be the 

addition of cultural perfor-
mances at our newly built 
performance stage.  Cultur-

al performances will 
have three show-

times each night 
(7:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 

and 9:00 pm)  and 
will last about 20 
minutes. 

Expanding on last year, 
Wednesday evenings have 
now been added to our week-
ly schedule.  Wednesdays 
will serve as value nights 
with each ticket type being 
$1 less. Guests can visit  
Zoomagination any night 

Wednesday - Sunday from 
6:30 pm - 10:30 pm conclud-
ing August 20, 2023.

Each month the Buffalo 
Zoo will be featuring various 
value-added days highlight-
ing certain  animals or hol-
idays. Each day will feature 
various activities, includ-
ing animal enrichment and  
keeper talks, ambassador 
animals, and more. Event 
activities will be available 
from 10:00 a.m. –  2:00 p.m. 
and is free with Zoo admis-
sion. For more information 
about each upcoming event, 
visit BuffaloZoo.org. 

Zoomagination 2023

BEAM Students From left to right top:  Zigabor 
Banuna, Atika Mwalimu, Tahmid Rahat, Ziyheir 
Pickens Bottom left: Mya Ei Ya Paw, Kyla General, 
Shamiah Brown, September Htoo.
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January, 1993. VA HOSPITAL HONORS MAN 
WITH SERVICE AWARD...Bud Conley proudly 
displays his award for outstanding service and 
letter of appreciation from the Buffalo Veterans 
Administration Medical Center.

Continued on page two.

Garden Walk Buffalo, 
America’s largest gar-
den tour, is looking for 
submissions of original 
artwork to promote the 
2023 event, which will 
be held from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, July 29 & 30, 
2023

E n -
t r i e s 
are due 
Tuesday, 
January 
31, 2023.

This is an opportunity 
to share your artwork 
with hundreds of local 
gardeners and tens of 
thousands of visitors 
from around the U.S., 
Canada, and abroad.

Submission guide-
lines:

You may enter any 
form of painting (any 
medium, any style – 
traditional to contem-
porary), drawings, pho-

tography, illustrations, 
sculpture or mixed me-
dia work. 

Submissions are lim-
ited to five entries per 
artist.

Portrait (vertical) ori-
entation is preferred

Keep artwork 
simple; it needs to 

r e p r o -
d u c e 
well on 
a vari-
ety of 

materials. Do not put 
any type/logos on art-
work. All details of the 
event will be added lat-
er.

Artwork should be 
considered “wearable 
and saleable” for both 
men and women. Art-
work will be reproduced 
on a variety of mediums 
and sold to promote 
Garden Walk Buffalo.

All use of the artwork 

Seeking Submissions Of Original 
Artwork For Garden Walk Buffalo

The BILLS Banners are back dedicated to Bills Safety, Damar Hamlin.
orable, fun, and  safe ex-
perience.

The installation came-
one day before the Bills 
playoff opener between 
the Buffalo Bills and Mi-
ami Dolphins  at High-
mark Stadium in Or-
chard Park. 

From now until Friday, 
February 3, 2023, the city 
is collecting new baby 
clothes (Preemie up  to 18 
months) and baby items, 
such as diapers, wipes, 
formula, baby blankets, 
bibs, baby soap, lotion, 
wash,  strollers, car seats 
etc., to help babies and 
mothers in need this win-
ter season. In addition to 

through so much togeth-
er and while we contin-
ue to grieve for the lives 
lost on May 14th, during  
the blizzard, and in that 
tragic New Year’s Eve 
house fire on Dartmouth, 
we must also pause with 
gratitude in  recognition 
of the accomplishments 
made in the City of Good 
neighbors. We are proud 
of our Buffalo Bills and  
encourage fans to stop by 
this signature selfie sta-
tion that safely commem-
orates another historic 
Bills season.”  

The banners are 9 
foot wide by 17 foot long. 
Team City Hall worked 
hard to create this mem-

Mayor Byron W. 
Brown, joined by mem-
bers of Team City Hall 
and Buffalo Bills fans, 
unveiled newly  designed 
Bills Banners that are be-
ing installed today in the 
front of Buffalo City Hall 
that pay tribute to Bills  
Safety Damar Hamlin 
and the AFC East Cham-
pions.  

Mayor Brown stat-
ed, “This special display 
serves as a civic celebra-
tion of Buffalo’s resil-
ience, while celebrating  
the continued healing of 
Damar Hamlin, as well as 
the Bills continued suc-
cess on and off the field. 
Our community  has been 

Go BILLS!

Winter Wonderland At Reinstein Woods
afternoon and visitors will 
be able to try cross-coun-
try skiing in a demonstra-
tion area (weather permit-
ting). Snowshoe rentals 
will also be available for 
those who wish to explore 
the trails.  

Children will be able to 
try snowshoeing for free 
and enjoy winter challeng-
es including a snowball 
target toss, a Bird Spot-
ting Challenge trail, and 
a snowflake investigation 
station. Kids can also ex-
press their creative side 
in the snow art area and 

craft station.   
The SPCA Wildlife De-

partment will present an 
informative talk on wild 
animal rehabilitation at 
12:30 p.m. and DEC For-
est Rangers will lead a 
flat ice rescue demonstra-
tion at 1:30 p.m. Visitors 
can enjoy a learn about 
maple sugaring from 
Earth Spirit Education-
al Services and practice 
winter birding on a guided 
walk.  There will also be 
door prizes, exhibits, and 
snacks sold by Friends of 
Reinstein Woods.  

New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC), in 
partnership with Friends 
of Reinstein Woods, in-
vites the public to cele-
brate “Winter Wonderland 
in the Woods” on Satur-
day, Feb. 4, from 12 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Reinstein 
Woods Nature Preserve in 
the town of Cheektowaga, 
Erie County. 

Visitors can discover a 
variety of outdoor pursuits 
during the event. Ice-fish-
ing demonstrations will 
take place throughout the 

WEEK OF THURSDAY, JULY 27, 2023BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 30PAGE  1

COMMUNITY NEWS
www.buffalorocket.com

 Vol. LIV  ISSUE No.30• Thursday, July 27th, 2023

Distributing to North Buffalo, West Side and Riverside • Established in 1969Distributing to North Buffalo, West Side and Riverside • Established in 1969

Publishers of Publishers of North Buffalo Rocket, WNorth Buffalo Rocket, West Sest Side Times & Riverside Timeside Times & Riverside Times

Buffalo Rocket

Sunny
High 63°
Low 42°

Thunderstorms
High 64°
Low 50°

Mostly Sunny
High 67°
Low 45°

Sunny
High 71°
Low 50°

Mostly Sunny
High 74°
Low 53°

SATURDAY, JULY 29THFRIDAY, JULY 28TH TUESDAY, JULY 32NDMONDAY, JULY 31STTHURSDAY, JULY 27TH WEDNESDAY, JULY 33RDSUNDAY, JULY 30TH

Thunderstorms
High 68°
Low 54°

Partly Cloudy
High 74°
Low 58°

Continued on page six.

Continued on page four.

 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

PDFA (Professional 
Discflect Association, 
previously known as 
Kanjam League) invites 
all teams, Professional 
and Amateur, to register 
today for the 2023 PDFA 
Discflect

World Champion-
ships. The tournament 
will be held 
on Satur-
day, August 
5th , 2023 
at Flash Fields, 6831 
Seneca St, Elma, NY 
14059. Team check-in 
begins at 9:00 am.

Discflect is a two-per-
son flying disc team sport 
that features throwing 
and deflecting a disc 
at or into a goal. What 
makes discflect stand 
out from other sports is 
deflecting.

Players are not just 
throwing, but also de-
flecting the disc in or-

der to score points. Scor-
ing can happen in four 
unique ways as well!

For over 30 years, there 
has been a World Cham-
pionship tournament in 
the sport of discflect each 
year. In the early years, 
this tournament was in-
vitational only, but has 

been open 
invite since 
1999. Who 
will etch 

their names in history as 
official Discflect World 
Champions in 2023?

This major tourna-
ment will feature two 
divisions (Amateur and 
Pro), so all skill levels 
are encouraged to sign 
up! No prior qualifica-
tion required, this is an 
open tournament to all 
players. Trophies will be 
awarded to top teams in 
both divisions. Addition-

The 2023 PDFA Discflect 
World Championships

July, 1984. A BUFFALO WINNER...Mark Kolepp, 
11, of 16 Winston Road won first place in the 
Junior Division of the Western New York Soap 
Box Derby. The St. Rose of Lima student is the 
first winner from Buffalo in a long time and his 
prizes included a $200.00 Savings Bond a $100.00 
gift certificate and an expense paid trip to Akron, 
Ohio for the 47th International Soap Box Derby 
Championships, August 11. Mark's five brothers 
and sisters have all participated in the Derby, but 
this is the first time in nine years of competition 
the family has won.

Buffalo Waterfront Man-
agement Group (BWMG) 
announces the return of 
roller skating at Canalside 
on Friday, Aug. 11. In addi-
tion to regular, daily hours 
of operation, the Roller 
Rink will again offer its 
popular group skate and 
party packages. The site 
will also host an activity 
zone with pop-up games, 
activities and a party tent.

The Roller Rink at Ca-
nalside is sponsored by 
Highmark Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of WNY and the 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foun-

dation.
Thanks to the support 

of the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Foundation and Highmark 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Buffalo Waterfront will 
distribute free skating 
and skate rental passes to 
Buffalo public and charter 
schools and to area non-
profits. Schools and non-
profits interested in vis-
iting the rink can request 
tickets by emailing info@
buffalowaterfront.com. 
The rink and activity zone 
will also be open for school 
field trips.

Admission to the Roller 
Rink is $6 for adults and $2 
for children 13 and under. 
Patrons can bring their 
own roller skates or rent-
als are available for $4. 
Roller blades are not per-
mitted at the Roller Rink. 
Highmark Blue Cross Blue 
Shield members receive $1 
off admission and skate 
rentals.

Paddle and pedal boat 
rentals will remain avail-
able through July 30. 

For hours of operation, 
visit www.buffalowater-
front.com.

Roller Rink At Canalside Opens August 11

Mayor Brown urges Buffalo Block Clubs to start planning for National Night 
Out, which will take place on Tuesday, August 1, 2023.

In advance of Nation-
al Night Out (NNO) on 
Tuesday, August First, 
Mayor Byron W. Brown, 
and members  of the 
Buffalo Board of Block 
Clubs, gathered in 
Niagara Square 
on Wednesday 
for a special 
NNO celebration 
that  recognized 
NNO’s 40th Anni-
versary. Mayor Brown 
also issued a reminder to 
block club leaders to reg-
ister as soon as  possible, 
if they haven’t already, 

to take part in Nation-
al Night Out festivities 
in Buffalo, scheduled for 
Tuesday, August  First 
in neighborhoods city-
wide. NNO is an annual 

celebration of neigh-
borhood unity, 
aimed at building 
neighborhood  ca-
maraderie, while 
reinforcing rela-

tionships between 
residents, government, 
police, and fire person-
nel. 

Mayor Brown stated, 
“In advance of Tuesday’s 

National Night Out, I’m 
pleased to be in Niaga-
ra Square with members 
of  the Buffalo Board of 
Block Clubs to celebrate 
NNO’s 40th Anniversa-
ry with a special kick-
off rally. We are hoping 
to get as  many Block 
Clubs and City residents 
to participate as possi-
ble in this year’s NNO 
activities. NNO helps 
promote education  and 
create dialogue between 
residents and our first 
responders, while also 

National Night Out 2023
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The eighth annual 
Oliver Street Art Festi-
val will take place from 
11am to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, August 5, 2023 on 
Oliver Street between 
Schenck and Robin-

son streets in North 
Tonawanda. The Oliver 
Street Art festival will 
feature more than 60 
regional artists work-
ing in various media 

8th Annual Oliver Street Art 
Festival Comes August 5th

August, 1984. EAGERLY ANTICIPATING...
Children sat themselves down an hour before 
Rusty's act began and watched him put together 
his amazing one man band, pictured above.

YMCA Buffalo Niagara 
is excited to announce that 
registration for the 128th 
annual YMCA Turkey Trot 
will open Tuesday, 
August 8 at 11:00 am. 
Runners may register 
at YMCABN.org 
until race capaci-
ty is reached.

The YMCA Tur-
key Trot is a time-hon-
ored Thanksgiving 
Day tradition. The oldest 
consecutively run footrace 
in the world, the YMCA 
Turkey Trot is an 8k race 
that attracts 14,000 run-

ners and walkers annu-
ally. Proceeds raised help 
fund vital YMCA pro-
grams and services that 

empower youth, 
improve commu-

nity health, and 
provide support 

to our community’s 
most vulnerable. The 

Early Bird entry fee for 
both the in-person and 

virtual YMCA Turkey 
Trot is $37 per person. The 
race fee increases to $42 
per person on Saturday, 
October 14. All race partic-
ipants will receive a com-

memorative t-shirt from 
the YMCA.

A virtual option is also 
available to participants 
who cannot attend the 
in-person event. Those who 
register for the virtual race 
have the option to run, jog, 
or walk an 8k (4.97 miles) 
anytime between Thanks-
giving Day, Thursday, No-
vember 23 through Sun-
day, November 26.

For more information on 
this year’s race, please vis-
it YMCABN.org or contact 
the Turkey Trot call line at 
(716) 565-6000.

YMCA Turkey Trot Registration Opens 
Tuesday, August 8

The Annual 182nd Erie County Fair, 2022. 

Tracy McGehee Artwork, 2022.
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The “Best 12 Days of 
Summer” will get even 
better this year with 
new perfor-
mances,  foods 
and exhibits at 
the Eire County 
Fair this August 
9th-20th. The 
following is a 
list of experienc-
es  debuting this 
year.  

New Free Per-
formances 

Upon enter-
ing the gates, fairgo-
ers can enjoy over 120 

free performances daily. 
Some of this year’s new  
acts include:  

• Alley Cats (Doo-
Wop Acapella 
Group). Bringing 
C o n t e m p o r a r y 
style to 50s and 
60s classics.  • 
Jet Pack Flying 
Water Circus. 
Watch as stunt-
men on jet packs 

are thrust 40-50 feet 
in the air to  perform ae-
rial stunts in a portable 
Olympic size pool.  

• Buckets and Boards 

Comedy Percussion Show. 
Bringing music, rhythm 
and nonstop laughter.  • 
Banachek’s Mind Games. 
Magician, mentalist and 
devoted nonbeliever.  

• Cast in Bronze. 
Watch as carillons are 
played from the fists and 
feet.  

• Mighty Mike Roam-
ing Strongman. Watch as 
he juggles bowling balls 
and sledgehammers as if  
light as a feather.  

New Free Educational 
Exhibits 

Erie County Fair 2023
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Party On The Portico Season 
Concludes This Friday

August, 1984. JUST ONE OF MANY...The George 
Washington and Camping Club held their annual 
fishing competition Sunday and 110 fisherman in 
37 boats caught 591 fish in the Niagara River. The 
largest fish were: a 241/4 in. Yellow Pike, a 21 5/8  
in. Bass (pictured above), an 18 in. Trout and a 
12 3/8 in Perch. Holding the biggest Bass is Wally 
Vandermark.  

Join the Buffalo Cham-
ber Players in their return 
to the AKG on Thursday, 
November 16, 2023 at 7pm. 
The opening pro-
gram looks back 
at the ensemble’s 
sixteen-year his-
tory and explores trends 
shaping chamber music to-
day.

As Buffalo’s preeminent 
chamber music ensemble, 
the Buffalo Chamber Play-

ers presents innovative 
music programs performed 
by our region’s finest musi-
cians. The group’s mission 

is to challenge, 
redefine, and en-
hance the pub-
lic’s perception of 

chamber music while pro-
moting the city of Buffa-
lo as an inspiring place to 
live, work, and play.

Founded in 1862, the 
Buffalo AKG Art Mu-

seum (formerly the Al-
bright-Knox Art Gallery) is 
the sixth oldest public art 
institution in the United 
States.

Tickets Season subscrip-
tion: $110 AKG member 
season subscription: $90 
General admission (single 
concert): $40 AKG mem-
ber (single concert) $35 
Visit buffaloakg.org/buffa-
lochamberplayers to pur-
chase tickets.

Buffalo Chamber Players At The
Buffalo AKG Art Museum

The National U.S. Chicken Wing Championship, hosted by Drew Cerza, the 
festival's founder for the National Annual Buffalo Wing Festival, 2022. The 
festival is scheduled for September 2nd, Labor Day Weekend.

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 2nd, local craft brew-
eries will be participating 
in two tasting sessions in 
the air conditioned 
Pepsi Club. 
The first 
session is 
2pm – 4pm 
and benefits 
Hope Rises 
s u p p o r t i n g 
those  afflict-
ed with pediat-
ric cancer. The 
second session is 
5pm – 7pm and bene-
fits the Mafia Babes local  
charitable efforts. Tickets 
are $75 and include an 
all-day festival admis-

sion, beer tastings for two 
hours,  $15 in wing tick-
ets, a Wingfest souvenir 
plate and cup, a bottle 

of Dan-O’s Spicy 
Seasoning and a  

charitable do-
nation to the 
local charities 
for each ses-
sion. Park-
ing is FREE. 
The event is 

sponsored by  
VSP Graphics 

and Buffalolocal, 
a consortium of lo-

cal craft breweries. The 
Wingfest will be held La-
bor  Day Weekend, Sept. 
2nd and 3rd. 

Over the past 21 years, 
the National Buffalo Wing 
Festival has raised more 
than $440,000 for local  
charities. The festival 
will again give back to 
the community with this 
year’s beneficiaries in-
cluding  FeedMoreWNY 
and the Alzheimer’s As-
soc. of WNY. 

The Mafia Babes are 
an empowering commu-
nity of women united by 
their passion for football 
and  desire to help others. 
Emerging as a social me-
dia initiative in February 
2016, their community 
has grown  to encompass 

Buffalo Wing Fest 2023
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The Buffalo History 
Museum’s summer con-
cert series, Party on the 
Portico, returns for a fi-
nal 2023 show this Fri-
day, Aug. 18, from 6 to 9 
pm.

Party on the Portico 
has been a staple sum-
mer celebration 
on the Museum’s 
iconic porti-
co overlook-
ing Delaware 
Park and Mirror Lake 
for more than a decade. 
Guests can also explore 
the museum’s exhibits,  
and enjoy a cash bar and 
complimentary snacks. 
This year’s line-up is sup-
ported by Music is Art. 

Final 2023 Show
August 18:  The Da-

mone Jackson Outcome 
and Smac! 

Party on the Portico is 
a 21 and over event and 
runs rain or shine. Tick-

ets are $15 for the public, 
($5 for members) and can 
be purchased online at 
www.buffalohistory.org or 
at the door.

Party on the Portico is 
sponsored by M&T Bank 
as part of M&T Third Fri-
days, Community Beer 

Works, RP Oak Hill 
Building Com-
pany Inc., Frey 

Electric, and 
Wegmans.  

 The Buffalo History 
Museum has been West-
ern New York's premier 
historical organization 
since 1862. We are the 
keepers of the authen-
tic stories that make our 
community unique. Our 
collections, exhibits and 
programs tell the stories 
of the people, events, and 
movements that demon-
strate Western New York's 
essential place in shaping 
American history.  
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Renaissance Gala 2023

August, 1984. ON THE BARS...Andrew Pearson 
was playing by himself out on the monkey bars in 
Delaware Park just as night time started settling 
in. Which would set first: the sun or Andrew? The 
question was answered when Andrew's father 
came to take his son home.Moxie Gardiner's First 

Novel, "Virgin Snow".

Author and Buffalo na-
tive Moxie Gardiner will 
celebrate the publication 
of her first novel, Virgin 
Snow, with a series of 
signing events. The book 
was recently published by 
NFB Publishing of Buffa-
lo.

A writer, master gar-
dener, and traveler, Gar-
diner grew up on the West 
Side of Buffalo. She pre-
viously worked as a jour-
nalist, magazine editor 
and speech writer and 
currently resides in the 
Washington, D.C. area.

A classic coming-of-age 
chronicle of a girl growing 

up on Buffalo’s West Side, 
Virgin Snow tells the story 
of 13-year-old Cosi McCa-
rthy, who wants what ev-
ery girl in Buffalo wants 
in the 1960s — to become 
a happy wife and loving 
mother. That dream col-
lapses when her father 
dies, ugly family secrets 
emerge, and her widowed 
mother is trapped in the 
double standards of a pa-
triarchal culture and im-
poverished by the city’s 
failing economy. Swept up 
in the idealism of youth, 
Cosi soon learns how hard 
it is to save the world, 

Buffalo Native Moxie Gardiner Prepares 
For Release Of First Novel

The mother, Lusaka and her cubs, 2023.
The Buffalo Zoo is 

thrilled to announce that 
the four lion  cubs born 
June 2nd and 3rd are 
ready to make their pub-
lic debut. These additions 
highlight our  commit-
ment to educa-
tion, conser-
vation, and 
the awe-inspir-
ing world of wild-
life.  

Since their 
birth, the cubs have spent 
their time behind-the-
scenes growing and bond-
ing with  mom. After a se-
ries of veterinary checks, 
they are now ready to ex-

plore their habitat.  
“The past several 

weeks have been quite 
exciting watching these 
cubs grow,” said Lisa 

Smith,  Presi-
dent and CEO. 

“They have 
hit all their 
i m p o r t a n t 

milestones and 
are really start-

ing to  develop 
their own unique 

personalities. We hope 
these cubs ignite a sense 
of wonder and  apprecia-
tion for the natural world. 
These cubs offer a unique 
opportunity for visitors 

of all ages  to learn about 
the fascinating behaviors, 
social structures, and sur-
vival strategies of these  
incredible animals.”  

The cubs, two males and 
two females, were born to 
mother, Lusaka and fa-
ther, Tiberius who  were 
paired following a breed-
ing recommendation from 
the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums  (AZA), 
Species Survival Plan 
(SSP) for African Lions. 
This plan is designed to 
help maintain a  healthy, 
genetically diverse assur-
ance population of this 

Buffalo Zoo Lion Cubs

Continued on page six.

Continued on page six.

 The Centro Cultur-
ale Italiano di Buffalo 
(CCI Buffalo) the Cen-
tro Culturale Italiano di 
Buffalo (CCI) will host 
its second annual Re-
naissance Gala at the 
Hotel at Lafayette on 
September 9th. 

The organization’s 
largest fundrais-
ing event, this 
year’s Renais-
sance Gala will 
celebrate local 
developer Roc-
co Termini, who 
will receive the 
Italian Cultural 
Center’s First Order 
of Distinguished Merit 
award. Linda Pelligri-
no, host of Senior Radio 
Buffalo on 930 WEBN 
Radio, and formally of 
WKBW’s AM Buffalo, 
will conduct ceremonies 
as emcee. 

Saturday September 
9th: 5:30 VIP Reception 
6:00 Event Begins. The 

event will begin with a 
cocktail reception fol-
lowed by full dinner ser-
vice and the presenta-
tion of awards. 

Each year, the CCI 
honors members of the 
Buffalo Italian commu-
nity who have demon-

strated a lifetime of 
commitment to 

Italian culture 
t h r o u g h o u t 
their profes-
sional and phil-
anthropic en-
deavors. 

A d d i t i o n a l -
ly, the CCI will 

be recognizing 19 of 
their dedicated volun-
teers with the Presiden-
tial Medal of Volunteer 
Service during the Gala. 
Volunteers who have 
dedicated more than 
100, 250, or 500 hours 
annually will receive an 
award and a certificate 
from the President of the 
United States.
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M&T First Fridays At The 
Buffalo AKG Art Museum 

August, 1984. A DIVERSION...Fun for a Sunday 
afternoon might include a camel ride at the 
Buffalo Zoo, as it did for this couple and a long 
line of people this past Sunday. On Labor Day, the 
zoo will be holding a free day with a variety of 
programs to entertain the entire family. 

children and families to 
participate in hands-on 
activities, learning about 
planting bulbs, compost-
ing, fall fruits and vege-
tables, and how to be good 
environmental stewards 

in their own neigh-
borhoods.

The festival 
boasts an exciting 

lineup of offer-
ings–all FREE.

E d u c a t i o n 
about Gardens 
and the Environ-

ment: Composting and 
worm demos, planting ac-
tivities, beekeeper photo 
ops, and more!

Snacks: Including 

Mark your calendars 
for the second annual 
Children's Garden Festi-
val, co-presented by the 
East Side Garden Walk 
committee of Gardens 
Buffalo Niagara and Buf-
falo Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy. It prom-
ises to be an after-
noon filled with 
fun and valuable 
educational expe-
riences for chil-
dren and fami-
lies alike.

As the vibrant colors 
and crisp air of fall ap-
proach, the Children’s 
Garden Festival offers a 
unique opportunity for 

fruits and veggies, cotton 
candy, popcorn, and other 
kid-friendly snacks.

Giveaways: Including 
bulbs, gardening books, 
clothes, and pumpkins. 

Children’s Bike Re-
pairs: Free repairs by Go 
Bike Buffalo.

Games and Entertain-
ment: Including bounce 
houses, pumpkin decorat-
ing, and more fall fun. 

Community: Bringing 
neighbors together to fos-
ter community and unity.

Sponsors of the 2023 
Children’s Garden Fes-
tival (to date) are High-
mark WNY, Children’s 

Buffalo's Children’s Garden Festival

Visitors enjoy the Roller Rink at Canalside last September, 2022.
Buffalo Waterfront 

will host a variety of 
fun, family-friendly ac-
tivities at Canalside and 
the Outer Harbor as 
Western New York 
celebrates Labor 
Day weekend.

W i l k e s o n 
Pointe will host 
the final two 
Sounds of Buffalo 
live music events 
on Friday, Sept. 1 with 
a Night of the Grateful 
Dead featuring Dead 
Alliance of Buffalo at 
7 p.m. and Saturday, 
Sept. 2 with Buffalo 
Music Club Live. These 

events will kick off the 
final weekend of oper-
ation at the Wilkeson 
Pointe Beer Garden. 
Food and beverage spe-

cials will be avail-
able throughout 
the weekend, with 
Sept. 4 marking 
the last day open 
to the public until 

spring 2025, as the 
area undergoes con-

struction of a new food 
service building with re-
strooms, a new outdoor 
seating area, and reno-
vations to the trail and 
parking.

The Roller Rink at Ca-

nalside will host Game 
Night-themed skating 
on Friday, Sept. 1 from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. All the 
favorite traditional rink 
games will be played, 
like limbo and four cor-
ners.

The Longshed remains 
open to visitors as staff 
and volunteers with the 
Buffalo Maritime Center 
construct a replica of an 
1825 Erie Canal packet 
boat. Only a few weeks 
remain to visit this at-
traction. After Oct. 7, the 
Longshed will no longer 
be open for public view-

Canalside Labor Day 2023
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Continued on page six.

Continued on page six.

M&T First Fridays 
at the Buffalo AKG Art 
Museum are set to be-
gin again on September 
1st, from 10 am to 8 pm. 
Bring your friends and 
family to the Buffalo 
AKG for free artmaking 
activities, live music, 
w o r l d - c l a s s 
art, and more! 

The M&T 
First Friday 
program has been a 
community favorite for 
many years, and the 
Buffalo AKG is thrilled 
to be bringing it back af-
ter its recent campus ex-
pansion project. Learn 
more at buffaloakg.org 

Open to everyone! 
First Friday of every 
month, starting Septem-
ber 1st at 1285 Elmwood 
Ave. Buffalo, NY 14222.

Founded in 1862, the 
Buffalo AKG Art Mu-
seum (formerly the Al-

bright Knox Art Gallery) 
is the sixth oldest pub-
lic art institution in the 
United States. This tra-
dition has given rise to 
one of the world’s most 
extraordinary collec-
tions of modern and con-
temporary art.

In summer 
2023, following 
the completion 
of the most sig-

nificant campus devel-
opment and expansion 
project in its history, 
the Buffalo AKG opened 
anew to the public. The 
project is funded by a 
$230 million capital cam-
paign, the largest such 
campaign for a cultural 
institution in the histo-
ry of Western New York, 
including $195 million 
raised for construction 
and $35 million in addi-
tional operating endow-
ment funds.
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

Reinstein Woods To Hold Annual 
Fall Festival On Sept. 16  

September, 1984. LOOKING NORTH...Looking 
north towards the Peace Bridge, the bike and 
hike trail passes above The West Side Rowing 
Club on a built up area between the Niagara 
River and the Niagara extension.

tant basketball coach for 
two years, working with 
coach Earl Schunk, now 
athletic director at Cardi-
nal O’Hara.

"My number one goal is 
to build a winning culture,” 
Schunk said. “My belief is 
that focusing on daily hab-
its will lead to success on 

the field and in 
life. Noor will 

have several 
key contributors 

from the previous 
year returning, Schunk 
explained, that will lead to 
a successful year.

“I believe this is our 
year to host the Monsi-
gnor Martin Athletic As-

Cardinal O’Hara High 
School has named Awe-
so Noor as its boys soc-
cer coach. A graduate 
of D’Youville Universi-
ty with a degree i n 
applied math- e -
matics and a 
master’s degree 
in business 
administration, 
Noor was captain of 
the D’Youville soccer 
team. Currently, Noor 
continues his interest in 
soccer as a member of  the 
United Warriors FC - Divi-
sion 2 Buffalo District Soc-
cer League (BDSL).

While at D’Youville, 
Noor was a graduate assis-

sociation B Division Cup,” 
Schunk added. 

As athletic director, 
Schunk said it is the re-
sponsibility, as leaders and 
coaches, to drive the game 
forward. 

“The goal for coaches is 
to make playing soccer and 
all sports enjoyable for the 
current student-athletes 
and future generations to 
grow, appreciate, and love 
sports”.

"I have seen Aweso 
coaching at many levels 
and knew he would be a 
great fit here at O'Hara. 
He knows soccer and is an 
excellent role model for our 
young student athletes".

O'Hara Boys Soccer Coach

Kids get ready for another exciting school year starting September 7, 2023.
It's school time again! 

Kids are probably feel-
ing excited and maybe a 
little sad that summer is 
over so soon. Some kids 
feel nervous or a little 
scared on the first day of 
school because of all the 
new things: new teach-
ers, new friends, and 
maybe even a new school. 
Luckily, these "new" wor-
ries only stick around for 
a little bit. Let's find out 
more about going back to 
school. 

Here are a few final 
tips for a fantastic school 

year: 
• Get enough sleep. 
• Eat a healthy break-

fast. 
• Try your best. 
• Get Oriented; the 

first day of school is your 
first chance to find your 
way around a new school, 
or learn the pathways to 
new classes in your old 
school. It's a lot to learn 
in one day, so don't be 
surprised if you need a 
reminder or two. 

• Use good work habits, 
like writing down your 
assignments and turn-

ing in your homework on 
time. 

• Take your time with 
school work. If you don't 
understand something, 
ask the teacher. 

• Keep a sense of hu-
mor. One teacher we 
know shows his new stu-
dents a picture of himself 
graduating high school 
— a grinning ape in a red 
graduation cap and gown. 
This usually makes the 
kids laugh, and it's a 
good way to remind them 
that school is fun!

School's Back In Session!
The New York State 

Department of Environ-
mental Conservation 
(DEC) today announced 
the 23rd annual Fall 
Festival at Reinstein 
Woods Nature Preserve 
in Cheektowaga on Sat-
urday, Sept. 16, from 
10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Vis-
itors can 
spend the 
day enjoying 
nature activities, exhib-
its, guided walks, live 
animals, and more. The 
festival is free and open 
to the public. 

DEC Reinstein Woods 
Center Director Mea-
ghan Boice-Green said, 
"This year marks the 
20th anniversary of our 
non-profit Friends of 
Reinstein Woods, which 
sponsors the festival. 
This festival will cel-
ebrate that milestone 

with fun activities for 
people of all ages, abili-
ties, and backgrounds." 

A scavenger hunt 
leads families on an ad-
venture to find some of 
the more than 20 nature 
and environmental orga-
nizations at the festival, 

including Penn 
Dixie Fos-
sil Park, 
W N Y 

Young Bird-
er Club, Buffalo Wom-
en of Environmental 
Learning & Leadership 
(BWELL), and US Fish 
& Wildlife Service, Vis-
itors who bring a fossil 
or mineral can visit the 
Buffalo Geological Soci-
ety booth to get tips on 
how to identify rocks 
and fossils. Live animals 
will be on display from 
the Buffalo Zoo, Buffa-
lo Audubon Society, and 
more. 
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September, 1984. THE ANNOUNCEMENT...Rich 
Products' David Rich made the announcement 
Friday at the Buffalo Convention Center that 
Rich Products Corporation had purchased the 
Wichita Aeros and that Triple A Team would be 
playing in Buffalo 1985. Looking on were mayor 
Griffin and County Executive Edward Rutkowski.kick off its 28th annual 

Fall Festival this week-
The Great Pumpkin 

Farm in Clarence, NY will 

end: Saturday, September 
16 and Sunday, Septem-
ber 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 
7pm with a special Armed 
Forces Weekend in col-
laboration with Clarence 
Citizens for Veterans. The 
regular admission fee will 
be waived for active duty 
and retired military, vet-
erans, police or fire de-
partment personnel who 
present proper identifica-
tion to WNY Heroes rep-
resentatives at the gate; 
they will also be permitted 
to bring one guest for free. 

All attractions will be 
up and running on open-

The Great Pumpkin Farm Annual Fall Festival

Buffalo Chamber Music Society 
Celebrates 100th Season

Dean Eoannou of Parkinson’s Boxing tears the ribbon to begin the 
Moving Day Buffalo walk in 2022.

The Great Pumpkin Farm starts 28th Annual Fall 
Festival on September 16 and September 17.

The Parkinson’s Foun-
dation will host Mov-
ing Day Buffalo on Sep-
tember 23, 2023, at the 
SUNY Erie North Cam-
pus, 6205 Main St, Wil-
liamsville, NY 14221. 
Approximately 500 peo-
ple are expected to take 
part in movement demon-
strations and a walk to 
beat Parkinson’s. The 
family-friendly, in-per-
son event is one of 28 
community events taking 
place across the coun-

try in fall 2023. Funds 
raised through Moving 
Day support cutting-edge 
research, improved qual-
ity of care and education 
programs to improve the 
lives of people with Par-
kinson’s disease (PD) and 
their families. 

Movement is critical in 
the battle against symp-
toms of PD. Movement 
demonstrations, such as 
boxing and Tai Chi, will 
illustrate exercises that 
are proven to be effective 

for people with PD. “Our 
program is showing tre-
mendous results for many 
people we work with,” 
said Dean Eoannou, 
founder of Parkinson’s 
Boxing. “It’s important 
to show people how train-
ing can help and for us 
to be able to give back,” 
he continued. There will 
also be informational ex-
hibits and a PD Experi-
ence where people who 
don’t have Parkinson’s 

Buffalo Moving Day 2023
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Continued on page two.

Continued on page two.

The Buffalo Chamber 
Music Society, one of the 
nation’s oldest chamber 
music presenters, will cele-
brate their 100th season at 
the opening concert on Oc-
tober 3, 2023.  To honor the 
occasion the Society 
has commissioned 
a string quartet by 
Pulitzer Prize win-
ning composer Jen-
nifer Higdon.  The 
Aizuri Quartet, re-
cent winners of the 
Cleveland Quartet 
Award, will perform the 
world premiere of the quar-
tet.  The concert begins at 
7:30 in the Mary Seaton 
Room of Kleinhans Music 
Hall and will preceded by a 
talk with the musicians be-
ginning at 6:45.  A dessert 
and wine reception will fol-
low the concert.  Tickets are 
$30 and may be purchased 
at the door.  Students are 
free.

Praised by the Wash-

ington Post as ‘astounding’ 
and ‘captivating’ the Aizuri 
Quartet was named recip-
ient of the 2022 Cleveland 
Quartet Award by Cham-
ber Music America and that 
same year was also award-

ed the Grand Prize 
at the M-Prize Arts 
Competition.  The 
Quartet’s debut al-
bum ‘Blueprinting’ 
was released by 
New Amsterdam 
Records to critical 
acclaim, nominated 

for GRAMMY Award and 
named one of NPR”s Best 
Classical Albums.  The 
Aizuri Quartet performs 
regularly on the world’s 
great music series and 
champions quartets by liv-
ing composers. Their pro-
grams have included works 
by Gabriella Smith, Paul 
Wianko and John Adams 
among others.

More information www.
bflochambermusic.org.
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

January, 1993. WINNER OF TROCAIRE ESSAY 
CONTEST...Michele Leone, center, is congratulated  
by Kirby Jackson of the Buffalo's Bills, and Mary 
Jo O'Sullivan, executive vice president of Trocaire 
College, as winner of the school's essay contest.

The Buffalo Style Garden Art Sale starts Saturday, 
June 24, 2023. Application deadline is March 25, 2023.

Continued on page three.

The SPCA Serving 
Erie County, located 
at 300 Harlem 
Road, West Sene-
ca, NY, is looking 
for volunteers 18 
years old and 
older!

T h e 
SPCA has 
an imme-
diate need for 
volunteers in 
various areas 
of its West Sen-
eca shelter, 
i n c l u d i n g 
A d o p t i o n s , 
Animal Be-
havior, Fos-
ter Care, 
W i l d l i f e , 
K i t t e n 
Nursery, and other 
departments. Some 
volunteer opportuni-
ties are available at 
off-site adoption loca-
tions or in volunteers’ 

own homes.
Depending on the 
position, volunteers 
will have the oppor-
t u - nity to pro-

vide com-
p a s s i o n a t e 
care for an-
imals, bring 
pets and 
families to-
gether, and 

perform pur-
pose-driven work!
“January is the 

perfect time 
for people to 
look at cal-
endars and 
d e t e r m i n e 
the impact 
they’d like 
to have in 

the coming year,” said 
SPCA Chief Commu-
nications Officer Gina 
Lattuca. “The impact 
volunteers make at 

Volunteers Needed At 
SPCA Serving Erie County

The Totally Sweet Buffalo Winterfest "We LOVE Buffalo" festival of 2022.
of the things that we are 
thankful for. It’s also the 
perfect time for a fami-
ly-friendly festival that 
brings out the best in all 
of us. Not to mention that 
there is no entry fee to 
this event, which means 
that you can bundle all of 
your friends and family 
into the car (or by Met-
ro Rail, with a 15 minute 
walk) without breaking 
the bank.

For more informa-
tion on this event please 
visit https://www.face-
book.com/totallysweete-
ventswny.

falo, NY from 10am to 
4pm.

The day-long event 
will feature 75 local ven-

dors, ice skating 
with characters, 

curling, food, 
drinks, and 
plenty of 
special sur-
prises.

Gifts are 
avai lable 
for your 

Va l e n t i n e 
and Buf- faLover!

As we celebrate yester-
day’s nail-biting Buffalo 
Bills’ win, it’s the perfect 
time to think about all 

Just in time for Valen-
tine’s Day, Totally Sweet 
Events, Totally Buffalo, 
and Sweet Buffalo, w i l l 
be hosting a 
winterfest that 
highlights so 
much about 
what we love 
about this 
city. The To-
tally Sweet 
B u f f a l o 
Winter fest 
– “We LOVE 
Buffalo” fes-
tival premieres Satur-
day, February 11, 2023 at 
the Buffalo RiverWorks, 
359 Ganson Street, Buf-

Buffalo Winterfest 2023

Buffalo Style Garden Art Sale Call For Vendors 
The popular summer 

craft sale, to be held Satur-
day, June 24, 2023 10am-
4pm and Sunday June 
25, 2023 10am-3pm on 
the grounds of the Buffalo 
& Erie County Botanical 
Gardens. One of the sum-
mer’s most unique events, 
the Buffalo Style Garden 
Art sale takes advantage 
of Buffalo Niagara’s ev-
er-growing and enthusias-
tic gardening community.

The Garden Art Sale com-
mittee is soliciting vendors 
for its annual sale. 
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

October, 1984. COMING SOON...On the site where 
councilman Al Coppola stands with contractor 
Richard Ciocca, James Wilson, and Catherine 
Hart, from Liberty Bank, there will be going up 
soon a Jiminy Quick oil and lube shop. Mr. Wilson  
is the owner of the quick service stations and 
expects his latest shop opening in November.  

continues to focus on in-
clusion and equity when 
it comes to assisting indi-
viduals with a disability 
in obtaining government 
issued identification so 
when an employment op-
portunity presents itself 
they are prepared with 
the required ID to accept 
the job” Kearns continued, 
“With encouragement and 
opportunities, I believe in-
clusion in the workplace is 
within everyone's ability.”

The Erie County Office 
for People with Disabili-
ties will also be on hand 
to share information and 

outreach event.
Individuals with dis-

abilities and their fami-
lies will be able to 

obtain state is-
sued picture 
identification 
through the 
Erie County 
Auto Bureau 
and be assist-
ed with other 
matters per-

taining to the 
Department of 

Motor Vehicles. 
“October is National 

Disability Employment 
Awareness Month,” stat-
ed Kearns. “My office 

Erie County Clerk Mi-
chael P. Kearns and the 
Erie County Office for Peo-
ple with Disabilities 
will be holding 
a special Dis-
Ability Aware-
ness Day on 
S a t u r d a y , 
October 21st 
from 9:00 am 
- 1:00 pm at 
the Erie Coun-
ty Auto Bureau 
located in the 
Sheridan Plaza at 
2309 Eggert Road in 
the Town of Tonawanda. 
No appointment is re-
quired for this community 

Kearns To Host Fall DisAbility Awareness Event

Children’s Garden Festival 
Premieres October 8th

It's Breast Cancer Awareness Month and October 13th is Metastatic Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day.

Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, held in Oc-
tober every year, aims to 
promote screening and 
prevention of the disease, 
which affects one in eight 
women in the United 
States every year and 2.3 
million women worldwide. 
Known best for its pink 
theme color, the month 
features a number of cam-
paigns and programs — 
conducted by groups rang-
ing from breast cancer 
advocacy organizations to 
local community organi-
zations to major retailers 

— aimed at:
supporting people di-

agnosed with breast can-
cer, including metastatic 
breast cancer educating 
people about breast can-
cer risk factors stressing 
the importance of regular 
screening, starting at age 
40 or an age that’s appro-
priate for your personal 
breast cancer risk fund-
raising for breast cancer 
research

This information is pro-
vided by Breastcancer.
org.

October 13 is nationally 

recognized in the Unit-
ed States as Metastatic 
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Day. About 30% of 
early-stage breast can-
cers eventually metasta-
size (spread to parts of 
the body away from the 
breast), and the day is 
intended to drive aware-
ness of the need for more 
research about metastatic 
disease. 

Donate to support free 
resources and program-
ming for people affected 
by breast cancer: give.
breastcancer.org.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Continued on page six.

Continued on page four.

Fall has officially 
arrived, and the Chil-
dren's Garden Festival 
is almost here! Co-pre-
sented by the East Side 
Garden Walk committee 
of Gardens Buffalo Niag-
ara and Buffalo Olmsted 
Parks Conservancy, 
the festival prom-
ises to be an after-
noon filled with fun 
and valuable 
educat ional 
exper iences 
for children 
and families 
alike.

To be 
held rain or s h i n e 
at Buffalo’s MLK Jr. 
Park,  the Children’s 
Garden Festival offers a 
unique opportunity for 
children and families 
to participate in hands-
on activities and learn 
about planting bulbs, 
composting, fall produce, 

and how to be good envi-
ronmental stewards in 
their own neighborhoods.

The festival boasts an 
exciting lineup of offer-
ings–all FREE:

Education about Gar-
dens and the Environ-

ment: Composting 
and worm demos, 
planting activities, 
beekeeper pho-
to ops, and more! 

Conservation 
groups and 
family or-

ganizat ions 
will join us to 
entertain and 

e d u - cate, including 
the Buffalo Science Mu-
seum, Urban Roots Coop-
erative Garden Market, 
and Zawadi Books.

Food and Snacks: In-
cluding free pizza, cotton 
candy, popcorn, drinks, 
and fruits and veggies 
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

October, 1984. AT THE PASTRY TABLE...When 
St. George's Orthodox Church on Amherst Street 
held their annual Byzantine craft sale and dinner 
last Sunday, the natural place to congregate was 
around a table laden with all kinds of Greek 
pastries and breads. 

The Christmas in the Country is back, starting 
Thursday, November 2nd to Sunday, November 5th.

Hamburg Fairgrounds 
Nov. 2-5. Patrons will dis-
cover more than 450 arti-
sans spread out over five 
buildings, sample the ar-
ea’s finest wine and spir-
its, and enjoy a food truck 
rodeo for dining! Guests 
will also connect and in-
teract with the creators of 
the countless product lines 
available at the event.

Christmas in the Coun-
try will welcome almost 
40 new artisans this year, 
as well as favorites from 
year’s past. “We find new 
artisans, and many times 
they find us because this 
is an excellent opportu-
nity for them,” said Dan 
Kaczynski of Premier Pro-
motions, organizers of the 
event. “We want to contin-
ue to make the event fresh 
and new, but still keep fa

Country Artisan Market 
celebrates its 38th sea-
son when it returns to the 

A grand Western New 
York tradition like no oth-
er, the Christmas in the 

38th Annual Christmas In The Country Artisan Market

Creatures After Dark: Dinosaurs, 
Fossils And Plants, Oh My!

There’s nothing more terrifying than scary witches and human skulls to put 
you in the Halloween spirit like this front yard display at 17 Hoyer Place.

Raptor creeps among the Botanical Gardens.

A major celebration of 
autumn, Halloween, is 
on its way, coming Tues-
day, October 31st. As the 
youngsters get ready for 
a night of spooky festiv-
ities, The Erie County 
Department of Health is 
offering recommendations 

in advance of Halloween 
as residents make plans 
for trick-or-treating, par-
ties and other activities. 
Halloween Safety tips to 
trick-or-treating: Carve or 
decorate pumpkins with 
members of your house-
hold and put them on dis-

play. Carve or decorate 
pumpkins outside, at a 
safe distance, with neigh-
bors or friends. Decorate 
your house, apartment, 
living space or vehicle. 
Visit a local orchard or 
pumpkin patch (www.erie.
gov/eriegrown).

Continued on page four.

Continued on page four.

 The Buffalo and 
Erie County Botani-
cal Gardens is offering 
after-hours admission 
during their popular hor-
ticultural exhibit, Crea-

tures After Dark. Enjoy 
larger-than-life plant 
creatures and more on 
select evenings from 6:00-
9:00pm this October.  

Mostly Cloudy
High 59°
Low 48°

Showers
High 55°
Low 48°

Be Safe This HalloweenBe Safe This HalloweenBe Safe This Halloween
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 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

October, 1984. THE NEW OFFICERS...The new 
officers of the North Buffalo Kiwanis were installed 
by councilman Al Coppola last Thursday night at 
Mulligans on Hertel. Pictured with Coppola (at the 
far left) re Rick Abbott, Steve Braunscheidel, David 
Gallagher, Marty Feinen, lieutenant governor of 
the district Kiwanis, and Anthony Leone.

The annual DinoFEST is back at The Buffalo Museum 
Of Science on Monday, November 4.

paleontologists and geol-
ogists, play in the giant 
foam dig pit, examine 
fossils with Museum col-
lections staff, investigate 
ancient rocks and geodes 
with Buffalo Geological 
Society, make their own 
fossils and raptor claws, 
learn how to walk like a 
dinosaur, and more.

Tickets to DinoFEST 
are on sale now. Admis-
sion is free for Museum 
Members, or $21 adults, 
$18 children for non-
members.

For guests with senso-
ry sensitivities, the BMS 
will host Sensory Night: 
DinoFEST the evening 
before DinoFEST on Fri-
day, November 3 from 5 
to 8 p.m. Limited exhib-
it sounds will provide a 
comfortable and fun eve-
ning of learning and ex-
ploration! Sensory Night 
guests can enjoy hands-

The event takes place on 
Saturday, November 4 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In addition to ex-
ploring exhibits on 
the Museum’s four 
floors, DinoFEST 
guests can dig for 

dino surprises hidden in 
oobleck, engage with real 

The Buffalo Muse-
um of Science (BMS) 
announced tickets 
are now on sale 
for DinoFEST 
– the Museum’s 
day-long, fami-
ly friendly event 
exploring dinosaurs, pa-
leontology, and geology. 

DinoFEST Is Back At The Buffalo Museum Of Science 

National School Bus Safety Week, 
October 16th – 20th

The annual Halloween on Hertel returns this year on Saturday, October 28th.
Feelin' spooky? Hallow-

een on Hertel is back!
Join us for some Tricks 

and Treats! Join us for 
Halloween on Hertel 
which will be taking place 

on Saturday, October 28th 
from 11am-1pm.

Bring the kiddos to get 
some  tricks and treats 
from participating stores 
and restaurants. Be sure 

to visit shops & restau-
rants all along the avenue. 

 Participating business-
es will have the poster be-
low, hanging in their win-
dow.

Continued on page four.

The New York Asso-
ciation for Pupil Trans-
portation (NYAPT) today 
announced that the or-
ganization is support-
ing National School Bus 
Safety Week and is re-
minding drivers to 
be extra careful 
when they see 
the flashing red 
lights of a yellow 
school bus.

NYAPT is re-
minding motorists 
that they must stop 
when they see the red 
lights flashing on a school 
bus. In New York State, 
this includes on highways 
with a physical divider 
between opposing lanes. 
School bus driver surveys 
tell us the illegal passing 
of stopped school buses 
happens every day in our 
State resulting in a direct 
threat to student safety.

“The illegal passing of 

stopped school buses con-
tinues to be a threat to the 
safe transportation of our 
student passengers and 
is simply unacceptable,” 
said NYAPT President 
Ted Nugent, Transpor-

tation Director at 
Coxsackie-Athens 
School District. 
New York State 
Vehicle and Traf-
fic law requires 
all vehicles to 

come to a full stop 
when approaching a 

school bus stopped with its 
red lights flashing. Those 
lights mean that a child is 
either boarding or disem-
barking a school bus. New 
York state law prohibits 
the passing of a school bus 
that is stopped with red 
lights flashing regardless 
of your direction of travel 
and even on a multi-lane 
or divided highway.

Mostly Cloudy
High 59°
Low 48°

Showers
High 55°
Low 48°

Halloween On Hertel 2023
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 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

November, 1984.  TWO WINNERS...A brother 
and sister team, Sharon and Sarah Boswell, 
were among the winners in Sunday's Halloween 
costume contest. Four year old Shannon won 
first prize in the Grades 1-3 category.

Frosts And Freezes, Snow 
And Sleet On The Way

Erie County Clerk Mickey Kearns dedicates a reserved parking space for Purple 
Heart recipient service men and women at the Erie County Auto Bureau in Derby. 
On hand to assist in the unveiling was Purple Heart recipient James Trembath 
(center) of the Town of Evans, members of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, 
Chapter 187, and United States Air Force combat veteran and Town of Evans 
Councilman Mike Schraft (second from left).

Veteran's Day takes place 
on Friday, November 10th 
this year and Erie 
County Clerk Michael 
P. Kearns unveiled the 
newest reserved park-
ing space for Purple 
Heart Combat Wound-
ed Veterans at the Erie 
County Auto Bureau. 
This reserved space is im-
mediately adjacent to ex-

isting handicapped parking 
spots. This is the seventh 
such spot for Purple Heart 
recipients Kearns has se-

cured in Erie County.
“With Veterans Day 

approaching on No-
vember 11th, I am 

hon- ored to dedicate this 
specially reserved parking 
spot in our ongoing effort 
to salute service members 

wounded in combat. It 
serves as a reminder that 
we have residents through-
out Erie County that have 
bravely served our nation, 
made sacrifices for us, and 
were bestowed the Purple 
Heart,” said Erie County 
Clerk Kearns.

Over the last few years, 
Vice-Commander Russell 

Continued on page two.

Continued on page four.

Bundle up! Winter 
Weather Awareness 
Week runs from October 
29-November 4. Anyone 
who has experienced a 
Western New York win-
ter knows that fierce 
frosts and wicked winds 
can make travel and out-
door conditions danger-
ous. With snow in the 
forecast, now is the time 
to get serious about win-
ter preparedness for your 
home, vehicle, workplace 

and neighborhood.
Collect your Supplies
When ice and wind 

knock out power, and 
snow makes outdoor 
travel dangerous, hav-
ing an emergency kit can 
keep you and the people 
in your household safe 
and comfortable. There 
is no single way to build 
a perfect emergency kit, 
and thinking through 
the basics of what you 

Mostly Cloudy
High 59°
Low 48°

Showers
High 55°
Low 48°

ment (HUD). Locally, EC-
DOH, Live Well Erie and 
the Buffalo and Erie Coun-
ty Lead Safe Task Force 
through the Community 
Foundation for Greater 
Buffalo also endorse all 
efforts to give families the 
facts about lead poison-
ing, encourage them to 
get their children’s blood 
lead levels tested, and for 
all residents to know their 
risk.

“The health and well-be-
ing of children and working 
families are central to our 
Live Well Erie initiative,” 
said Deputy County Exec-
utive Lisa Chimera. “Lead 
poisoning can be so devas-
tating to a child, in ways 

staircases and using safety 
plugs in electrical outlets. 
But lead paint is an invis-
ible hazard that is present 
in many homes, and it can 
cause developmental de-
lays, learning disabilities, 

hearing loss and 
behavioral disor-
ders that last a 
lifetime.”

National Lead 
Poisoning Preven-

tion Week (NLPPW) 
runs from October 22-

28, and has the backing 
of federal agencies like the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), 
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) and 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-

The Erie County De-
partment of Health (EC-
DOH) and Live Well Erie 
have these messages for 
anyone with a young child 
in their home: know your 
risks of lead poisoning 
and get children 
tested for lead at 
age one year and 
age two years.

“Lead poison-
ing prevention 
starts with aware-
ness,” said Commis-
sioner of Health Dr. 
Gale Burstein. “Most par-
ents and caregivers take 
great care to remove dan-
gers in their home that 
could injure their child, 
taking actions like install-
ing baby gates at the top of 

Know Your Risks Of Lead Poisoning

Continued on page five.

Kearns Honors Veterans

CLOCKS FALL BACK

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
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 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

November, 1984.  DRESSED TO KILT...A member 
of the Buffalo Scottish Highlanders marches 
down Grant St. during the 10th annual Toys 
for Tots Parade, held Sunday to collect toys for 
needy children throughout the Western New 
York region.

This year's Thanksgiving is coming up on Thursday, November 23rd. Be safe this 
holiday season with the following tips and guidelines.

The holiday season is al-
most here, and it is a time 
when home cooking activi-
ties are at their peak. Un-
fortunately, all this cooking 
leads to a related peak in 
cooking fires, says SERV-
PRO President and COO 
John Sooker. Cooking fires 
are responsible for nearly 
half (49%) of all home fires, 
according to the National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA).1 "To help keep 
your holidays from, literal-
ly, going up in smoke, it's 

critical to know and use 
safe cooking practices," 
says Sooker.

According to the NFPA, 
Thanksgiving is the lead-
ing day of the year for home 
cooking fires, with more 
than three times the daily 
average for such incidents. 
The fire and water remedia-
tion specialists from SERV-
PRO in the Buffalo area 
urge home cooks to take 
some basic safety steps rec-
ommended by the NFPA to 
help prevent cooking fires.

Keep your cooking area 
clean and keep anything 
that can burn (dish towels, 
oven mitts, packaging) at 
least three feet away from 
cooking equipment.

Keep a close eye on 
what's cooking, setting a 
timer to help you monitor 
foods with longer cooking 
times.

Keep in mind that the 
leading contributing factor 
to cooking fires and to fire 
deaths overall is unattend-
Continued on page five.

DPW officials has 
issued a reminder to 
Buffalo residents that 
garbage and  recycling 
pickup services will 
continue, as regularly 
scheduled in the City 
of Buffalo, on Thanks-
giving  Day, November 
23rd and Friday, No-
vember 24th.  

Although garbage 
and recycling pickups 
won’t be delayed due 
to the Thanksgiving 
day holiday, the  Scrap 
It! Curbside program 

pickups will be pushed 
back a day due to the 
holiday. Thursday’s 
food  waste collec-
tion (from the brown 
totes) will be pushed 
to Friday, November 
24th, and Friday’s food  
waste pickup will be 
pushed to Saturday, 
November 25th. 

Please place your 
brown totes out accord-
ingly.

Thank you, in ad-
vance, for your contin-
ued cooperation. 
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Low 48°

Mostly Cloudy
High 41°
Low 36°

• The language option for 
BuffAlert can be accessed 
at the following link https://
www.buffalony.gov/buf-
falert. 

In addition to BuffAlerts, 
important information will 
also be shared on the fol-
lowing social media pages 
– Mayor  Brown, 311, and 
the City of Buffalo pages. 
Throughout the coming 
days, Mayor Brown’s of-
fice will issue more  winter 
weather related reminders.  

For more information 
about the BuffAlerts and for 
other weather-related up-
dates visit, www.buffalony.
gov/ stormresources.  

grounds every year.” 
The BuffAlert notification 

system delivers important 
weather and closure related 

information to residents’ 
cell  phones. 

• To sign up for 
the BuffAlert sys-
tem, text your zip 
code to 38276. 

The service 
can be custom-
ized by users to 

provide informa-
tion in 66 different 

languages. The lan-
guages include,  but are not 
limited to, Spanish, Arabic, 
Bengali, Burmese, Karen, 
Swahili, and French.  

City of Buffalo Mayor By-
ron W. Brown invited City 
residents to sign up for the 
City’s  BuffAlert system. 

“As winter weath-
er approaches, it is 
imperative that 
residents stay in 
constant close 
contact with 
the city regard-
ing  weather re-
lated closings, 
emergencies and 
storm-related safe-
ty tips,” said Mayor 
Brown. “The BuffAlert sys-
tem  reaches thousands of 
residents from a diverse 
range of cultural back-

Winter Weather City’s Buffalert System

Thanksgiving Holiday Garbage 
And Recycling PickupThanksgiving Fire Safety
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 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

November, 1984.  LOOKS GOOD...There's soup 
in the pot at the City Mission, thanks in part to 
the donations of many North Buffalo residents, 
who donated over 1300 canned and bowed food 
items in the Kiwanis-Sample-sponsored food 
drive to stock the empty shelves. Pictured above 
is the Rev. Timberlake with chief cook, volunteer 
Jasper Rivera. At right is Timberlake with Peter 
Cammarata, who just finished unloading the 
donated food.

This year's Thanksgiving is coming up on Thursday, November 23rd. Ask yourself, 
what are you thankful for this year?

Mayor Byron Brown and 
CEO of West Herr Auto-
motive  Group, as well as 
Members of his Execu-
tive Team, dropped 
off 500 frozen tur-
keys and accom-
panying bags  of 
Thanksgiving food 
items at Buffalo 
City Hall, all of 
which are going to 
families in need. The event 
took place  in the parking 
area along Jerge Drive, 
outside Buffalo City Hall. 

Mayor Brown said, 
“Thanksgiving Day is a 
time to be thankful, a time 
to remember, and a time 
to appreciate  those whose 

efforts have helped to 
ensure that every-
one has food on the 

table this Thanks-
giving Day holi-
day.  West Herr 
Automotive is one 

of Buffalo’s strong pub-
lic-private relationships, 
and on behalf of City res-
idents, I  thank West Herr 

President and CEO Scott 
Bieler for his continued 
generosity. In Buffalo, 
we’ve been through a  lot 
over the last few years, and 
while recovery efforts con-
tinue, challenges remain 
for many of our friends, 
family,  and neighbors. In 
the spirit of thankfulness, 
I am grateful to the West 
Herr Family!” 

The turkeys dropped off 
at City Hall were a portion 
of a larger total of more 
Continued on page five.

Trotters participat-
ing in the 128th Annual 
YMCA Turkey Trot can 
begin to pick up their 
pre-race packets at the 
Independent Health 
Family YMCA, located 
at 150 Tech Drive in Am-
herst.

Participants in the 
annual trot are encour-
aged to pick up their 
packets Monday through 
Wednesday from 10:00 
am to 7:00 pm. Race 
Day packet pickup is 
also available from 7:00 
to 8:30 am at the Dela-
ware Family YMCA lo-
cated at 2564 Delaware 
Avenue in Buffalo. Race 
participants are strong-
ly encouraged to pick up 
their packets prior to the 

race date. Trotters are 
also encouraged to bring 
non-perishable food dona-
tions to support the YM-
CA’s annual food drive 
with FeedMore WNY.

Media is invited to 
the Independent Health 
YMCA beginning at 10:00 
am during the packet 
pickup period. In-person 
interview opportunities 
with Turkey Trot repre-
sentatives will be avail-
able starting at 10:00 am.

Buffalo’s time-honored 
Thanksgiving Day tradi-
tion, the YMCA Turkey 
Trot, kicks off at 9:00 
am sharp Thanksgiving 
morning, November 23 
at the corner of Delaware 
and Tacoma Avenues in 
North Buffalo.
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er.”
Kearns stated, "Per the 

NYS DMV, this type of sus-
pension will remain open on 
the driving record until the 
motorist submits the accept-
able proof of the eye exam.  
Once acceptable action has 
been completed by the mo-
torist, the suspension will be 
cleared. However, as this is a 
manual process, it may take 
up to 5 days for the suspen-
sion to be removed from NYS 
DMV system.

The NYS DMV has again 
sent reminder notices to driv-
ers who renewed their driver 
license on-line and chose to 
defer their vision test upon 

your license expired between 
3/1/2020 – 8/31/2021 and you 
renewed online by self-cer-
tifying your vision, but have 
not submitted a vision test to 
the NYS DMV, your license 

will be suspended on 
12/01/2023.”

"We are asking those 
who chose to self-certi-
fy their vision online to 

complete the screening 
process,” said Erie Coun-

ty Clerk Michael P. Kearns. 
“If you have failed to submit 
your vision test results, or 
take one at your local DMV 
office, you are putting your 
driving privileges in jeopardy 
of immediate suspension. Do 
not ignore this final remind-

 Erie County Clerk Mi-
chael P. Kearns is reminding 
drivers once again that they 
are in risk of having their 
driver’s license suspended if 
they fail to comply with New 
York State Department 
of Motor Vehicles (NYS 
DMV) vision screening 
policy.

Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
motorists were allowed to 
renew their New York State 
driver license on-line by 
self-certifying their vision. By 
doing so they agreed to sub-
mit a vision test within one 
year of that date. According 
to Kearns, the NYS DMV is 
issuing this final warning, “If 

Motorists Submit Vision Test Before NYS DMV Deadline

Packet Pick-Up Begins For 128th 
Annual YMCA Turkey Trot

Continued on page seven.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

November, 1984.  THANKSGIVING TIME...the first 
Thanksgiving was remembered and reenacted at 
Holy Spirit school last Wednesday when students 
dressed as Indians and Pilgrims for their turkey 
dinner. Pictured above are: David Braunstein, 
Sarah Gagliano, Aimee Madden, Samuel Rizzo, 
Cathy Fancher, Daniel Reilly, and Gene Kelsey.    

The annual Angel Tree project will be run by the Blessed Sacrament Church 
located at 1029 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY starting December 2nd and 3rd.

The Downtown Fami-
ly of Catholic Parishes is 
pleased to announce two 
service projects that will 
take place during Advent: 
The Angel Tree and Boxes 
of Joy. 

The Angel Tree project, a 
program of Prison Fellow-
ship, will be run by Blessed 

Sacrament Church located 
at 1029 Delaware Avenue, 
Buffalo, NY 14209. The 
Angel Tree project pro-
vides Christmas gifts for 
children of incarcerated 
parents. 

To participate, come to 
the church starting Decem-
ber 2/3 and pick a gift tag 

from the Christmas tree 
in the back of the church. 
Each tag will include gift 
ideas (with age of child). 
Wrap each gift individual-
ly and return the wrapped 
gift to Christmas tree in 
the back of the church by 
December 15/16. 

Continued on page five.

Continued on page seven.

A cold weather warn-
ing has been issued that 
will likely affect 14 mil-
lion people across the 
country this week.  

Best Friends Animal 
Society, a leading animal 
welfare organization 
working to end the 
killing of cats and 
dogs in Amer-
ica’s shelters 
by 2025, wants 
pet owners to 
be prepared as 
the cold front 
moves in. Best 
Friends released 
the below top 10 tips to 
help people and their pets 
stay as safe as possible:  

Keep your pets inside 
during extreme tempera-
tures. Once the tempera-
ture drops below 20 de-
grees Fahrenheit, pets 
are at risk of developing 
hypothermia or frostbite. 

Dogs and cats’ paws, 
ears, and tails are the 
most common areas that 
pets can develop frostbite 
– this increases if those 
areas are wet.  

If a pet needs to spend 
time outside during ex-

treme temperatures, 
keep both walks 
and potty breaks 
short. 

Use plastic 
water bowls for 
outdoors. A pet’s 

tongue may stick 
to metal, and they 

could injure them-
selves when trying to 

pull away.  
Chemicals used to melt 

snow and ice can injure or 
irritate the pads of pet’s 
feet. Look for pet-friend-
ly ice melt products and 
steer clear of anti-freeze 
which is toxic to pets. 
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sory friendly event. The 
screening will feature dim 
lighting, a lower sound lev-
el, open captioning, and 
ability for audience mem-
bers to get up and move 
around as necessary.

Reserve a seat online 
for this free family- and 
sensory-friendly event at 
buffalofilm.org/events/in-
to-the-spotlight-encore. 
For more information, con-
tact: info@buffalofilm.org 
To learn more about INTO 
THE SPOTLIGHT and fol-
low the film’s festival jour-
ney, visit intothespotlight-
doc.com.

complexities, and empower 
a community – in their own 
words and their own way.

Directed by Emmy 
Award-winner Thaddeus 
D. Matula, the film follows 

a Dallas-based theater 
troupe composed of 
individuals who are 
determined to write, 
rehearse, and perform 

their 11th annual orig-
inal musical during the 
2021-22 season.

Both on the stage and in 
the film, the documentary 
participants tell their story 
in their own voices.

This screening is a sen-

The Buffalo Internation-
al Film Festival will host a 
free encore screening of the 
award-winning documen-
tary film INTO THE SPOT-
LIGHT. The screening 
takes place Saturday, 
Dec. 2 at 2:30 p.m. at 
Buffalo Central Public 
Library and is family 
and sensory friendly.

INTO THE SPOT-
LIGHT is a heartfelt story 
of how a script, a stage, and 
a theater program com-
posed of adults with intel-
lectual and developmental 
disabilities celebrate their 
creativity, explore life’s 

Buffalo International Film Festival To Host 
Award-Winning Film INTO THE SPOTLIGHT

10 Safety Tips To Follow During 
The Cold Front For Your PetsThe Angel Tree Project
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

November, 1984.  POSTER CONTEST 
WINNERS...Winners of the holiday poster 
contest sponsored by the HNBBA received 
their prizes Thursday at the North Park 
Theatre just prior to a Christmas concert 
by the Buffalo Philharmonic. Winners were: 
Francis Falzone, 1st, Christy Dickash, 2nd, 
and, Patricia Rizzo, 3rd.    

BankOnBuffalo Presents the Downtown Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration 
on Saturday, December 9, 2023.

Saturday, December 
9, 2023, BankOnBuffa-
lo Presents the 
Downtown Christ-
mas Tree Light-
ing Celebration 
at Rotary Rink at 
Fountain Plaza. 

This annual 
event marks the 
official opening of the free 
ice-skating season in the 

heart of Downtown Buf-
falo. The Buffalo News 

will again serve 
as Media Part-
ner of the event. 
The 2023-24 free 
ice-skating season 
at Rotary Rink is 
Presented by Ev-
ergreen Health.

The event begins at 
5pm with free ice-skating 

(weather dependent).
 At 6pm, Buffalo Place 

and BankOnBuffalo rep-
resentatives will count-
down the lighting of the 
official tree and fireworks 
display over Fountain 
Plaza. Immediately fol-
lowing the fireworks and 
tree lighting, the fun will 
continue with visits with 
Continued on page seven.

First Look Buffalo 
Theatre Company pres-
ents New Play Reading 
Festival 2023-24 Vol. 1 
starting December 8th-
10th, at Canterbury 
Woods Per-
forming Arts 
Center 705 Re-
naissance Dr, 
Will iamsvil le 
NY 14221. 

Join First 
Look Buffa-
lo Theatre 
Company, as 
we present a New Play 
Reading Festival VOL 
1, written by members 
of our Playwright Wing. 
VOL 2 to follow January 
19-21, 2024!  Our Play-
wright wing features 
local and national play-
wrights! Our festival 
features special guest 
Mr. Robert Moss, who 

is the founder and orig-
inal Artistic Director of 
Playwrights Horizons, in 
New York City.   Follow-
ing each performance, a 
response will be given by 

Mr. Moss, Di-
rectors and Ar-
tistic Directors 
from the local 
Buffalo theatre 
c o m m u n i t y , 
and the audi-
ence.  Our new 
play readings 
are the foun-

dation of our mission 
statement, to exclusive-
ly develop and produce 
new plays right here, in 
Buffalo.   This year’s new 
play readings are next 
year’s season.  See them 
here exclusively first!

No reservations neces-
sary. Donations accepted 
at the door.

Showers
High 41°
Low 35°

Rain/Snow
High 42°
Low 37°

musicians to share their 
talents with the commu-
nity. The concerts are 
free and open to the pub-
lic.

Holiday Music Under 
the Dome performances 
are scheduled:

1:00-2:00 p.m., Satur-
day, December 9

12:00-1:00 p.m., Mon-
day, December 11 – Fri-
day, December 15

Interviews can be pro-
vided upon request with:

Eric Feldstein, M&T 

9, through Friday, De-
cember 15.

The Buffalo Philhar-
monic Orchestra (BPO) 
officially kicks off the 
series on Saturday, De-
cember 9, with a special 
performance of holiday 
classics at 1 p.m. 

Local musical groups 
and choirs will perform 
every weekday at 12 noon 
for the remainder of the 
week. 

Each year, the series 
offers a platform for the 
BPO and local student 

The annual “Holiday 
Music Under the Dome” 
series will once again 
bring joyful music and 
festive celebrations to 
the bank’s Fountain Pla-
za branch at 575 Main 
Street in downtown Buf-
falo. 

The community is 
invited to visit M&T’s 
prominent and beautiful-
ly decorated downtown 
branch — commonly 
called the “gold dome” — 
for holiday performances 
from Saturday, December 

‘Holiday Music Under The Dome’ Series 
In Downtown Buffalo

New Play Reading Festival 
2023-24 Vol. 1

Continued on page five.

Buffalo Christmas Tree Lighting
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

January, 1993...VERNON PLACE FED UP WITH 
"PARK" CONDITIONS. Chick'n Flicks co-owners Jim 
Farthing, left and Nick Constantino, sit patiently 
amidst empty paint cans and broken glass in the 
"pocket park" alongside business. 

The Buffalo History 
Museum has begun col-
lecting photos, videos,  
objects, and audio testi-
monials from the Bliz-
zard of 2022. All media 
and artifacts collected 
from the  community 
will be preserved in the 
Museum’s archives. This 
new collection will be 
available for  
r e s e a r c h 
and refer-
ence, and 
may be used 
for future 
projects, exhibits and pro-
grams at the Museum. 

Photos, videos, writ-
ten and audio testimoni-
als can be submitted to 
https://tinyurl.com/bliz-
zardBUF. The Museum 
will also consider artifacts 
related to the Blizzard to 
add to the collection on 
a case by  case basis. All 
object donation inquiries 

should be directed to Wal-
ter Mayer, Senior Director 
of  Collections, at wmay-
er@buffalohistory.org.  

The Museum will begin 
collecting from the Bliz-
zard of 2022 as the 46th 
anniversary of the Bliz-
zard of  1977 approaches 
this weekend.  

“Blizzards leave an in-
delible mark on our 

collective mem-
ory, and the 
tragic weather 

event that 
g r i p p e d  

our community last month 
will never be forgotten,” 
Museum Executive Direc-
tor Melissa Brown said.  
“By collecting the commu-
nity’s stories and creating 
a historical record of the 
Blizzard of 2022, we can  
ensure that future gener-
ations will better under-
stand the gravity of this 
storm.”  

The BHM Blizzard Of 2022 
Collection Initiative

Gardens After Dark exhibit in the Panama Cloud Forest greenhouse at the Buffalo 
and Erie County Botanical Gardens.

grab your gals for a Gardens 
After Dark Galentine’s Cel-
ebration on February 13th! 
Tickets include a glass of 
wine from The Bubble Bar 
and a delicious waffle pair-
ing from Wonder Coffee-
house. Merchandise from 
vendors are a separate cost 
from the event. For a full 
list of premiering days visit 
www.buffalogardens.com/
collections/events/products/
gardens-after-dark-en-
chanted-winter-escape.

lighting to enhance the 
shapes, sizes, textures and 
colors of all the plants and 
the larger than life glass 
conservatory. Visitors will 
enjoy this Enchanted Win-
ter Escape as light bounces 
off the glass and onto the 
plants, rocks glow through 
the desert and twinkling 
decorative elements hang 
over head. Bring a friend, 
your family or a date to this 
wonderful tropical escape!

Coming up: Dress up and 

Visit the Botanical Gar-
dens after dark for this 
magical experience. The 
Botanical Gardens located 
on 2655 South Park Ave 
Buffalo will be open for 
the Gardens after Dark: 
Enchanted Winter Escape  
on Feb. 3, Feb. 5, Feb. 10-
11, Feb. 13-22, Feb. 24-26, 
Mar. 5, and Mar. 9-11 each 
day from 5:30 PM to 9:30 
PM.

The plant collection will 
be highlighted with soft 

Gardens After Dark 2023

Spring 2023 Bulk Trash Collection 
To Begins April 2nd

of April 30 
Lovejoy District – Week 

of May 7 
South District – Week of 

May 21 
Delaware District – Week 

of June 4 
North District – Week of 

June 11 
University District – 

Week of June 25 
Curbside bulk trash piles 

cannot not exceed 12 ft. 
long, 3 ft. wide and 3 ft. 
high.  

Electronic trash, such as 
televisions and computers, 
as well as construction de-
bris and tires, are banned 
from  bulk trash.  

The City will also hold 

week as pick-ups will  take 
place Monday through Sat-
urday, not just on their reg-
ular garbage day.”  

Residents are also asked 
to follow the posted park-

ing regulations in their 
neighborhood to 

make sure trash  
collection equip-
ment has access to 
the curbside piles. 

The 2023 Spring 
Bulk Trash Sched-

ule is: 
Ellicott District – Week 

of April 2 
Fillmore District – Week 

of April 16 
Niagara District – Week 

of April 23 
Masten District – Week 

Mayor Byron W. Brown 
today announced the City’s 
Department of Public 
Works, Parks &  Streets 
will kick-off the Spring 
2023 Bulk Trash schedule 
the week of April 2, in 
the Ellicott District. 

“In 2023, we will 
once again offer 
Spring and Fall 
Bulk Trash Col-
lection. I ask City 
residents to follow 
the  guidelines on the 
amount and type of items 
that can be put out for 
collection,” Mayor Brown 
said. “I also ask  residents 
to get their bulk trash to 
the curb on the Sunday of 
their designated collection 
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

December, 1984. CHATTING WITH THE MAYOR...
Bob and John Hazelet, owner of Bob and John's 
La Hacienda, had a meeting with Mayor Griffin 
last Friday to discuss the parking problem 
Hertel Avenue, especially on the block between 
Parkside and Wellington. The Mayor promised 
the businessmen that he would begin work 
immediately with city bureaus.   

The holidays are right around the corner with Christmas coming up on a Monday 
this year. Below is a an upcoming Mass schedule for the Buffalo area.
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Christmas falls on a 
Monday this 2023. 
Which means the 
Fourth Sun-
day of Advent 
is also Christ-
mas Eve. How 
many Masses 
do I go to? Pick 
One Mass for the 
Fourth Sunday 
of Advent & One for 
Christmas! 

Fourth Sunday in Ad-
vent. 

Saturday: | De-
cember 23rd 4:00 
PM at St. Mark 
| Fr. Dave Rich-
ards 4:30 PM 
at Assumption 
| Fr. Chris Em-

minger. 
Sunday: | De-

cember 24th 8:00 AM 
at St. Mark | Fr. Chris 

Emminger 9:30 AM at 
St. Margaret | Fr. Dave 
Richards 10:00 AM at 
Assumption | Fr. Rich 
Jedrzejewski 10:30 AM 
at St. Rose | Fr. Ron 
Sadjak 10:30 AM at All 
Saints | Fr. Chris Em-
minger 11:00 AM at Holy 
Spirit | Fr. Dave Rich-
ards.

Christmas Eve, Sun-

Continued on page seven.

Continued on page five.

First Night® Buffa-
lo, brought to you by 
the Independent Health 
Foundation in part-
nership with John R. 
Oishei Children’s Hos-
pital, will feature 
an entertain-
ing line-up 
of family 
friendly vid-
eo perfor-
mances for 
free at www.
firstnightbuf-
falo.org the 
evening of De-
cember 31. 

First Night® Party 
Packs, including every-
thing a family of four 
needs to celebrate New 
Year’s Eve at home, 
will be on sale at select 
Tops Friendly Markets 
and online at  www.
f irstnightbuffalo .org 

throughout December. 
This year, a portion of the 
proceeds from the sale of 
the party packs will go to 
Oishei Children’s Hos-
pital, supporting criti-
cal programs, lifesaving 

technology and 
care to achieve 
the best possi-
ble outcomes for 

moms, kids 
and babies in 
Western New 

York.
“ O i s h e i 

C h i l d r e n ’ s 
Hospi- tal has been 
proud to partner with 
the Independent Health 
Foundation as we both 
work to meet the needs 
of children and families 
across our community,” 
said Stephen Turkovich, 
MD, president of Oishei 

Sunny
High 46°
Low 38°

Cloudy
High 49°
Low 42°

streets of Buffalo with the 
homeless in November.  
This is the 25th anniver-
sary of the campaign. New, 
unwrapped gifts can be 
dropped off at the Buffalo 
Dream Center. 

Those desiring to help 
support or volunteer for 
the Buffalo Dream Cen-
ter’s Boxes of Love pro-
gram can go to www.buf-
falodreamcenter.org or call 
716-854-1001. Those in 
need of toys and food can 
also visit the website to 
register their families.

at the Buffalo Dream 
Center, with hundreds of 
gifts that still need to be 
wrapped for more children 

who will come later in 
the week.

Boxes of Love, a 
Christmas campaign 
with a goal of giving 
food to 3,500 families 
and toys to thousands 

of children, has been serv-
ing thousands of people 
since the beginning of 
December.  Pastor Johns 
brought attention to this 
campaign by living on the 

Boxes of Love is located 
at 286 Lafayette Avenue, 
Buffalo, NY 14213. Rev. 
Eric Johns, pastor at the 
Buffalo Dream Center, 
and volunteers from 
the local area have 
already given food 
to hundreds of fami-
lies and will contin-
ue giving away food 
throughout the month.  
But their greatest need 
right now is not food.  They 
need new unwrapped toys.  
Volunteers are beginning 
to distribute gifts tonight 

Toys Needed For Boxes Of Love

First Night® Buffalo
New Year’s Eve CelebrationChristmas Masses
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

The Festival, taking 
place August 26 and 27th 
in Buffalo's vibrant Elm-
wood Village, is seeking 
artists, craftspeople, mu-
sicians, dancers, puppe-
teers, food vendors, 
non profit orga-
nizations and 
volunteers. 
The Fes-
tival was 
the first 
festival in 
WNY to re-
cycle, com-
post, have solar 
powered stages and 
focus on local creativity. 
The Festival is an all vol-
unteer, 501(c)3 non profit 
organization. Come join 
us!  

Shop – 170 World-class 
artists

See – Four stages with 
music, dance and pup-
petry

Participate – KidsFest 

has hands-on activities 
for all ages, in four big 
tents

Eat – Food from around 
the world with many 
healthful options

Learn – Cultural 
and Environ-

mental Row 
will have 
non-prof-
it groups 
highlight-
ing their 

important 
work.
Taste – 

Award winning lo-
cal beers and ciders

Volunteer – Many 
hands make light work. 
We welcome all ages and 
abilities!

It promises to be a great 
time. We can’t wait to see 
you there!

For more information 
please visit elmwoodart-
fest.org.

The Elmwood Avenue 
Festival Of The Arts 2023

Heads up! Valentine's Day is right around the corner, taking place on Tuesday, 
February 14th, 2023.

The Buffalo AKG Art Museum 
To Open On May 25, 2023

“Jeffrey Gundlach’s un-
precedented generosity 
was the jet fuel that rocket-
ed this campaign forward, 
and the incredible support 
of Governor Hochul and 
New York State carried 
us across the finish line. 
Our new campus enables 
us to create world-class 
museum experiences for 
visitors of all ages, back-
grounds, and identities. 
Words cannot describe 
how excited we are to 
welcome the world to the 
Buffalo AKG on May 25, 
2023, a pivotal moment in 
the history of our city and 
region.” “As one of the old-
est public art institutions 

to an additional $20 mil-
lion commitment of sup-
port from New York State.

In total, approximately 
$195 million was raised 
for the construction proj-

ect, with an 
additional $35 
million raised 
in operating 
e n d o w m e n t 
funds.

“This historic milestone 
would not have been pos-
sible without the efforts 
of an incredible staff team 
and the support of thou-
sands of individuals who 
believe in the mission of 
the Buffalo AKG,” said 
Janne Sirén, Peggy

Pierce Elfvin Director. 

The Buffalo AKG Art 
Museum (formerly the Al-
bright-Knox Art Gallery) 
announced it will open on 
May 25, 2023, welcoming 
its local community and 
visitors from 
around the 
world to its 
renewed and 
vastly ex-
panded cam-
pus designed by OMA/
Shohei Shigematsu. To-
day’s announcement also 
marked the official com-
pletion of the museum’s 
$230 million capital cam-
paign, the largest such 
campaign for a cultural 
institution in the history 
of Western New York, due 

Happy Valentine' s Day!Happy Valentine' s Day!

Valentine’s Day occurs 
every February 14th of 
each year since 270 AD. 
Across the United States 
and in other places around 
the world, candy, flowers 
and gifts are exchanged 
between loved ones, all in 
the name of St. Valentine. 
The ancient Roman ritual 
of Lupercalia welcomed 
spring to the card-giv-
ing customs of Victorian 

England. The Catholic 
Church recognizes at least 
three different saints 
named Valentine or Val-
entinus, all of whom were 
martyred. The English 
poet Geoffrey Chaucer 
was the first to record St. 
Valentine’s Day as a day 
of romantic celebration 
in his 1375 poem “Parlia-
ment of Foules,” writing, 
““For this was sent on 

Seynt Valentyne’s day / 
Whan every foul cometh 
ther to choose his mate.”

Today, according to 
the Greeting Card As-
sociation, an estimated 
145 million Valentine’s 
Day cards are sent each 
year, making Valentine’s 
Day the second largest 
card-sending holiday of 
the year (more cards are 
sent at Christmas). 

February, 1993. LOCAL KMARTS ANNOUNCE 
'GOOD NEWS' FOR COMMUNITY...Pictured are 
just a few of the "Good News" members from the 
11 area stores in Erie and Niagara counties. 

WEEK OF THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2023BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 7PAGE  1

COMMUNITY NEWS
www.buffalorocket.com

 Vol. LIV  ISSUE No.7• Thursday, February 16th, 2023

Distributing to North Buffalo, West Side and Riverside • Established in 1969Distributing to North Buffalo, West Side and Riverside • Established in 1969

Publishers of Publishers of North Buffalo Rocket, WNorth Buffalo Rocket, West Sest Side Times & Riverside Timeside Times & Riverside Times

Buffalo Rocket

Partly Cloudy
High 43°
Low 36°

Partly Cloudy
High 33°
Low 26°

Partly Cloudy
High 40°
Low 32°

Partly Cloudy
High 46°
Low 37°

Rain
High 51°
Low 40°

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18THFRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21STMONDAY, FEBRUARY 20THTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22NDSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH

Rain
High 53°
Low 36°

Cloudy
High 39°
Low 27°

Continued on page six.

 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

Several scholarships 
are available to col-
lege age students from 
the Kenmore Village 
Improvement Society 
(KVIS.) Students under 
the age of 22 years who 
live in Kenmore/Town 
of Tonawanda and 
will be attending 
college  or learn-
ing a trade are 
encouraged to 
apply. Scholar-
ships are available 
through the Fred-
erick and Christopher 
Sachs  Scholarship fund, 
the Kimberly Tippet 
Scholarship fund, and 
the John & Bette Hul-
ley Trades Scholarship 
fund.  

The KVIS hopes to 
help support young peo-
ple in our community 
by encouraging those 
who choose the college  
route of education and 
those who choose to re-

ceive training and/or an 
apprenticeship in the 
trades. Applications are  
available on the KVIS 
website https://www.
villageofkenmore.com/
scholarships.html  

The KVIS meets on 
the second Monday 

of each month at 
7 pm. Meetings 
are by Zoom until 
May when in per-
son meetings will 

resume. Should 
you wish to attend 

a Zoom meeting, please 
email the KVIS at mail@
villageofkenmore.com 
and  the meeting link 
will be sent to you. Meet-
ings are open to all.  

For more information, 
please contact KVIS 
President Melissa Fos-
ter at mail@villageofken-
more.com.  Please visit 
us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/KenmoreV-
illage.

Scholarships Available From The 
Kenmore Village Improvement 

Canisius Presents "Chopin & Copernicus: 
The Art Of The Heavens"

a narration related to 
Copernicus, which will 
be rendered by radio 
personality Andrew Go-
lebiowski.  The program 
continues with pianists, 
Maria Chomicka and 
Melanie Bebak in music 
of Chopin with a display 
of images from the Webb 
and Hubble telescopes, as 
well as images and quotes 
of Copernicus, by Paul 
Krupinski of the Strasen-
burgh Planetarium in 
Rochester.  

Items related to Chopin 
and Copernicus will be 
on display.  For more in-
formation, please contact 
Mary Lou Wyrobek at wy-
robekml@gmail.com.

a multimedia program of 
music, images and memo-
rabilia. The program fea-
tures the Chopin Singing 
Society in a short pro-
gram of Renaissance mu-
sic and a premiere of Jer-

zy Kolaczkowski’s 
De Revolutionibus, 

in an arrange-
ment by Dr. 
Thomas Wita-
kowski of the 
Buffalo State 
College Music 
Department.  

Kolaczkowski was a 
20th century musician, 
composer, and conduc-
tor born in 1907 in Lviv, 
Ukraine of Polish ances-
try.  The piece features 

The Permanent Chair 
of Polish Culture at Cani-
sius College, the Cho-
pin Singing Society and 
Polish Arts Club of Buf-
falo present Chopin & 
Copernicus: The Art of 
the Heavens on Sunday, 
February 26 at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Canisius College 
Montante Cultural 
Center.  The 
free and open 
event cele-
brates the 
550th birth-
day of the Father of Mod-
ern Astronomy, Nicolaus 
Copernicus.  A reception 
follows the program. 

Chopin & Copernicus: 
The Art of the Heavens is 

February, 1993. SENTIMENTAL SINGER...Rick 
Sonata, a Frank Sinatra impersonator, sings 
to the crowd at the North End Association's 
Valentine's Day party held Sunday inside The 
Sample building on Hertel Avenue. 

Pre-registration for the Hertel North Park Youth Baseball League has begun and 
registration can be done at any time by visiting www.hnpybl.com.

   Here in North Buffa-
lo, Shoshone Park is the 
place where all boys and 
girls will meet to start 
their 2023 season. Since 
1957, the Hertel North 
Park Youth Baseball and 
Softball League has been 
played in this gem of a 
Park off of Hertel Avenue 
near Main Street and has 
been the scene for many 
childhood memories. 
Thousands of North Buf-

spikes and even team 
uniforms have left the 
Bronx and Queens in 
New York City, Toronto 

Ontario Canada and 
even the World Se-
ries Championship 
City of Houston, 
Texas where play-
ers will work out 

in beautiful weath-
er, getting ready 

to start the season on 
March 31. It's almost 
time to play Ball!

By Bill Snyder
 If you love Baseball and 
follow the Major Leagues 
every year, then you 
know February is the 
shortest month and 
teams are gather-
ing soon in Arizo-
na and Florida for 
the start of Spring 
Training.
   Huge trailers, car-
rying team equipment 
for all players, including 
all bats, balls, gloves, 

Baseball And Softball 2023
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YMCA Buffalo Niaga-
ra’s Annual Campaign 
kicks off today, Febru-
ary 21.  Collectively the 
association is seeking 
financial contributions 
to support the organiza-
tion’s planned  $1.6 mil-
lion charitable impact in 
2023. 

The YMCA An-
nual Campaign 
runs through April 
20. Every gift 
received, no 
matter the 
size, helps fund the 
Y’s efforts to ad-
dress critical community 
needs and issues, includ-
ing bridging the  achieve-
ment gap, combating 
hunger and food insecuri-
ty, making kids of all ages 
safe in the water,  and eq-
uitable access to health 
and wellness resources. 

Interview opportunities 
with Danielle Roberts, 
YMCA Vice President 

of Community  Impact, 
are available on Tues-
day, February 21, either 
in person, by phone, or 
by Zoom. Please contact 
Mike Baggerman, Com-
munications Director, to 
schedule an interview.  

Last year, YMCA sup-
porters gave over $1.1 mil-

lion to provide 
s c h o l a r s h i p s 

and subsidize 
programs  and ser-

vices, making a dif-
ference in the lives of 

nearly 4,500 families. 
Forty percent of the 

funding allocated came 
through gifts made to the 
Y’s Annual Campaign. 

Anyone wishing to sup-
port the Y’s mission work 
can do so online at YM-
CABN.ORG/GIVE, by 
texting ACCESS4ALL 
to 71777, or by reaching 
out to their local YMCA 
branch.  

YMCA Buffalo Niagara Launches 
2023 Annual Campaign 

Hertel Alley Mural Fest Premieres June 10th
showcase live installations 
on 16 buildings along Hertel 
Avenue, also known as Her-
tel Alley.  There will also be 
live music and other activi-
ties to participate in.  Hertel 
Alley runs behind the build-
ings between 1125 and 1301 
Hertel Avenue.

"ASI is excited to be work-
ing with the Council Mem-
ber's office on this festival. 
This is a great way for lo-
cal artists to be featured to 
celebrate Hertel Alley and 
all that the local neighbor-
hood has to offer," said Jen 
Swan-Kilpatrick the Execu-
tive Director at Art Services 
Inc. "We've made this call for 
art accessible to artists just 
starting out, or for artists 
who have been doing their 
craft for a long time. It's im-
portant to focus on the depth 
and breadth of talent and 
creativity in the community."

"I'm excited to have so 
many local artists showcas-
ing their work in North Buf-
falo," said Council Member 
Joel P. Feroleto. "The event 
will add to the already vi-
brant public art scene we 
have along Hertel."

The two-day event will 

The annual Hertel Alley 
Mural Fest is coming soon! 
The festival is scheduled to 
take place June 10-11.

The festival will take place 
the weekend of June 10th 
from 10 a.m. until dusk 
and June 11 from 10 a.m. to 
7p.m.

February, 1993. MERCHANT WATCH: Johnny's 
Meats...From left, Mike Aloisio is accompanied by 
Angelo Tiranno, Iside Tiranno and Steve Caprio, 
at Johnny's Meats.

The You Know You're From Buffalo If ... mural by 
Adam Zyglis can be found at 301 Parkside Ave. 
Credit: WGRZ/Tommy Gallagher

Buffalo Lenten Fish Fry

Fish fry's during Lent are taken very seriously here in the Western New York 
region. The most prime places for fish frys are always in Buffalo, NY.

Lent is here once more 
and fish fry season in Buf-
falo is taking off! As a long 
and beloved tradition, fish 
fry's take the place of meat 
for celebrators of Lent ev-
ery year.

The fish fry is popular 
all over but few take it as 
seriously as in the West-
ern New York region. Ev-
ery Friday during Lent, 
most restaurants who 

serve a fish fry make sure 
to stock up and cook it to 
perfection, served with all 
the correct sides (bread, 
mac & cheese, potato sal-
ad, coleslaw, tartar sauce 
and of course, lemons).

There are plenty of 
stellar places for a good 
fish fry in Western New 
York, but voted the best 
by  Buffalo's own Artvoice 
multiple times is The Wel-

lington Pub. Come down to 
their Hertel Avenue loca-
tion near to Bob & John's 
La Hacienda as well Her-
tel's own Johnny's Meats 
for the best fish frys in the 
city. 

For more fish fry 
spots in and around Buf-
falo, please visit https://
stepoutbuffalo.com/icon-
ic-fish-frys-spots-around-
wny/.
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Call for artists! Just 
Buffalo’s II – The Se-
quel Exhibition is com-
ing soon!

Opening Reception be-
gins Friday, March 10th, 
2023, 4:00 pm – 
7:00 pm. Ex-
hibition runs 
from March 
10 through 
April 15 
at  the 
R i v e r 
Art Gallery & Gifts, 
83 Webster Street, 
North Tonawanda.

Since WNY just loves 
its American Bison, Riv-
er Art Gallery is proud 
to announce our  upcom-
ing sequel “Just Buffalos 
II” This amazing exhibit 
features over 75 paint-
ings, sculptures, glass 
mosaics and more for 
viewing. Our “We Bil-
lieve” spirited commu-

nity is sure to discover a 
Buffalo creation perfect 
for their home or office.  

Now shuffle over to see 
Buffalos, Buffalos and 
more Buffalos!    

Our distinctive gift 
store offers a variety of 

original art, fine art re-
productions and hand-

crafted items  cre-
a t e d 
by our 

c o m m u -
nity of tal-

ented artists. Spend the 
day enjoying our restau-
rants, music venues,  
and art galleries. We are 
located one block away 
from the canal and just 
a few blocks from the 
Niagara  River! Look for 
the big “pink building”.

Visit our website at 
www.riverartgalleryand-
gifts.com.

Just Buffalo’s II – 
The Sequel Exhibition 

March, 1993. MEET YOUR MERCHANT...Mike 
Gugliuzza, Victor Sorrento, and Ron Didia, 
from left, pose beneath 7-foot cellular phone at 
Communications Unlimited Inc. 

61st Annual Kids Telethon

On Saturday and Sunday March 4th and 5th, “Heroes for The Kids” will be helping 
the Variety Club with their mission to support Oishei Children’s Hospital and the 
Variety Dr. Robert Warner Rehabilitation Center.

We are excited to an-
nounce details on the 61st 
Annual Variety Kids  Tele-
thon! With over 60+ years 
of serving and helping the 
families and children 
who need help here in  
our hometown, Vari-
ety is proud to produce 
the longest locally pro-
duced Telethon in 
the United States.  

The 61st An-
nual Variety Kids 
Telethon will once again 
be staged from the Variety 
Club Headquarters,  6114 
Broadway in Lancaster 
from 6pm – 11pm Saturday, 
March 4th, 2023, broadcast 
on WGRZ TV  Channel 2, 

Second Generation 
Theatre presents Duncan 
Macmillan’s EVERY BRIL-
LIANT THING March 3-19 
at the Shea’s Smith The-
atre. The one-man show 
features Kevin Craig, and 
is the directorial debut of 

and streaming LIVE at 
www.wgrz.com. 

The Sunday telecast 
will air from 10am – 8pm 
LIVE on WBBZ-TV, Your 
Hometown MeTV Station 

(Channel  67.1 on-air; 
Cable 5; FiOS 5; Dish 5; 
DirecTV67). The Sunday 

presentation will 
be streamed LIVE 
on the  Variety Club 
of Buffalo Facebook 
page. 

Now entering its 61st 
year, the Variety Kids Tele-
thon has continued because 
of the support from tens  of 
thousands of Western New 
Yorkers who watch, and 
pledge their support each 

Charmagne Chi, one of 
Buffalo’s best-loved actors 
and comedians.

Chi says “Every Bril-
liant Thing deals with 
some heavy topics but still 
manages to be hopeful 
and so, so funny. Finding 

year, along with  corporate 
partners who participate in 
our “Corporate Match.” 

Proceeds benefit dozens 
of local children’s charities, 
in addition to Oishei Chil-
dren’s Hospital and the  Va-
riety Tent #7/Robert Warner 
MD Rehabilitation Center 
there. The Telethon raised 
over $906,000 in  2022. 

The 61st Annual Vari-
ety Kids Telethon will hon-
or the many “Hometown 
Heroes” here in Buffalo & 
WNY.  Variety is proud to be 
able to spotlight those who 
have helped  others, serving 
as inspiration to support 
the children and families 
we serve.

the lightness and comedy, 
even when we’re in crisis, 
is something I excel at, 
but even more than that, 
I think laughter is neces-
sary when things are most 
bleak. It can literally be a 

A Heart-Breaking & Hilarious One-Man 
Show From SGT
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November, 1984.  SANTA'S COMING...The 10th 
annual Toys for Tots parade will be held this 
Sunday at 1pm and an expected 75,000 people 
are expected to see the largest Christmas parade 
in the city. The parade starts on Grant St. near 
Forest, and ends at Grant and W. Ferry Toys will 
be collected along the route of the parade to be 
given to needy children at Christmas. 

Burchfield Penney Art Center 
Presents "Art In Craft Media" 2023

The 128th Annual YMCA Turkey Trot premieres Thursday, November 23, 2023.
Current pricing for the 

128th Annual YMCA Buf-
falo Niagara Turkey 
Trot ends Friday, No-
vember 10. Starting 
Saturday, November 11 
the registration 
fee increases to 
$47 per entry un-
til the race sells out. 

For the safety of all 
involved, race capacity is 
set at 14,000. Online reg-
istration is available at 
YMCABN.org. The entry 
fee includes all processing 

fees and a commemora-
tive t-shirt.

The YMCA Tur-
key Trot begins 
at 9:00 am near 

the Delaware Fam-
ily YMCA (2564 Del-

aware Ave.) and ends 
at Franklin and Court 

Streets near the Buf-
falo Convention Center. 

At the conclusion of the 
event, participants are 
invited to the post-race 
celebration and awards 
presentation at the Con-

vention Center. A fami-
ly friendly, non-alcoholic 
post-race area is available 
on the lower level of the 
Convention Center.

Proceeds raised help 
fund vital YMCA programs 
that empower youth, en-
sure health equity, and 
address our community’s 
greatest needs. 

For more information on 
this year’s race, please vis-
it YMCATurkeyTrot.org or 
contact the Turkey Trot 
call line at (716) 565-6000. 

Continued on page four.

The Burchfield Pen-
ney Art Center is proud 
to announce the highly 
anticipated opening of 
Art in Craft Media 2023, 
a juried biennial exhibi-
tion presented by the Syl-
via L. Rosen Endowment 
for Fine Art in 
Craft Media. 
This remark-
able exhibition, 
now in its 17th 
ins ta l lment , 
will kick off on 
November 10, 2023, and 
will be on view through 
March 31, 2024, in the 
East Gallery.

Art in Craft Media 
2023 will celebrate the 
contemporary work of fine 
artists in the region who 
work with a diverse array 
of craft materials, includ-
ing glass, fiber, wood, clay, 
metal, and more. The ex-

hibition features over 100 
works by more than 75 art-
ists, reflecting the broad 
spectrum of creative ex-
pressions within the field.

The juror for this year's 
exhibition is celebrated 
Onondaga-Seneca artist 

and potter Pe-
ter B. Jones. 
Commenting on 
the experience, 
Jones stated, 
"I would like 
to thank the 

Burchfield Penney Art 
Center for allowing me the 
honor of judging this year's 
Art in Craft Media exhibit. 
There were a great many 
entries to review, and I 
enjoyed seeing what the 
art scene looks like in our 
area. It was difficult choos-
ing winning entries from 
such a diverse selection of 
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their unwavering service.
Every Veterans Day, Erie 

County holds a number of 
memorial services to honor 
these men and women for 
their patriotism, love of coun-
try and willingness to serve 
and sacrifice. I encourage all 
Erie County residents to take 
time to honor and celebrate 
the heroism and courage of 
our local veteran communi-
ty by attending a veteran’s 
event in your community 
or by simply displaying an 
American flag outside your 
home throughout the month 
of November.

At the Erie County Clerk’s 

their belief in the cause of 
freedom. A belief so strong 
they are willing to give their 
lives, if need be, in its de-
fense. We know them as our 
fathers and mothers, our 
family members, or perhaps 

our next-door neighbors. 
Here in Erie County we 
have over 50,000 proud 
veterans who have dis-

played an extraordinary 
legacy of patriotism. Their 
service embodies the highest 
form of citizenship and love 
of country, all while risking 
their lives to protect us and 
our nation. As Americans, 
we all must take the time to 
honor and thank them for 

Veterans Day occurs ev-
ery year on November 11th 
in honor of the “eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month" of 1918 
that signaled the end 
of World War I, honor-
ing the servicemen and 
women of all wars who 
have served our Nation 
and answered the call 
to defend it. The United 
States rose to greatness on 
the strength of their service 
and their stories are woven 
into the fabric of our Nation’s 
history.

Whether they served in 
times of war or peace, all vet-
erans share a common bond, 

A Day Of Honor, A Day To Honor

Continued on page five.
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The Buffalo Zoo is 
excited to celebrate 716 
Day presented by the 716 
Foundation on Sunday, 
July 16, 2023, where ad-
mission will once again 
be $7.16 for all guests. 

716 Day has become 
a tradition for Western 
New Yorkers at the Buf-
falo Zoo, and this year 
the Zoo is proud 
to partner 
with the 
716 Founda-
tion to pro-
vide individuals 
and families of 
all socioeconomic back-
grounds an opportunity 
to visit the Zoo at a sig-
nificantly reduced rate, 
and spend the day with 
their favorite animals 
who call this city home. 
Thanks to the 716 Foun-
dation’s generous com-
mitment to offset the re-
duced admission, guests 
will be able to enter the 
Zoo on July 16 at a dis-

count of $7-$11 depend-
ing on their ticket type. 

In November 2022, the 
716 Foundation support-
ed the addition of three 
new bison to the Zoo, as 
well as upgrades to the 
bison habitat.

Along with discounted 
admission, 716 Day at 

the Buffalo Zoo 
will include 

the daily 
schedule of 

activities in-
cluding keeper 

talks, encoun-
ters, the Avian 

Odyssey Bird Show, and 
more! 

The Zoo will have nor-
mal operating hours on 
716 Day with admission 
gates being open from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm, and 
grounds closing at 5:00 
pm. For more informa-
tion about 716 Day or to 
purchase tickets in ad-
vance, visit buffalozoo.
org.

Buffalo Zoo Celebrates 716 Day

July, 1984. COOLING OFF...Charlie Gugino was at 
a house on Camden Street when the water went 
off from his grandmother's hose, letting him cool 
off in an unexpected way.

The Galbani Italian Heritage Festival returns once more for its annual tradition-
held for three days in July from Friday, July 14th - Sunday, July 16th.

One of Buffalo’s most 
revered summertime tra-
ditions, The Galbani® 
Italian Heritage Festival 
will be held on Friday, 
July 14th, Saturday, 
July 15th, and Sun-
day, July 16, 2023,  
11:00 am - 8:00 
pm.

This year the 
Festival will be 
back on Hertel 
Ave!

"This is the year 
to bring back the 
sights, the sounds, the 
food, the entertainment, 
and the heritage," said 
Judy Porto-Fiorella, the 
festival's board presi-

dent, during a news con-
ference.

The Galbani Italian 
Heritage Festival of Buf-
falo is a highlight of Sum-

mer events in Western 
New York. Spon-

sored by the Her-
tel North Buffalo 
Business Associ-
ation, the West 
Side Business 
and Taxpayers 

Association and 
the Federation of 

Italian-American So-
cieties of WNY, this an-
nual event features the 
very best of Italian food, 
Entertainment and Her-
itage that our area has 

to offer. The proceeds of 
the festival are divided 
among the three organi-
zations and are used to 
benefit the community.

In the mid 1970’s the 
festival was moved to 
Connecticut Street in a 
neighborhood known as 
the “Italian Village” spon-
sored by the Amici Lodge. 
In the mid 1980’s the fes-
tival moved to Hertel Ave. 
where it was enjoyed for 
many decades. It has also 
taken place on the Buffalo 
Waterfront and most re-
cently in Niagara Square.

For more information, 
please visit: http://buffa-
loitalianfestival.com/.

Italian Heritage Festival

Primary Theme: All 
chalkings related to Stu-
dio Ghibli or the works 
of Hayao Miyazaki and 
Isao Takahata will be eli-
gible for prizes from GK-
IDS Films and Gutter Pop 
Comics.

Chalking starts at 9:00 
AM Saturday and Sunday. 
(But you can start any 
time after.)

Final judging starts at 
9 PM Sunday.

If you missed any Ghib-
li posters over the years, 
KatyDid will have a ta-
ble out with North Park 
prints, buttons, post-
cards, and all kinds of cool 
stuff…!

Please use non-perma-
nent materials.

Bust out that chalk and 
join us for Buffalo’s 10th 
Annual Miyazaki Chalk 
Contest, stationed right 
in front of the North Park 
Theatre on Hertel Avenue, 
now celebrating its tenth 
continuous year as one of 

the coolest expressions of 
Ghibli love on the planet.

Entry is free!
All skill levels are en-

couraged!
Some chalking supplies 

will be provided!
Free water for chalkers!

The 10th Miyazaki Chalk Contest takes place all 
day Saturday, August 5th to Sunday, August 5th.

The Miyazaki Chalk Contest 2023
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Grilling is a popular 
way to enjoy the nice 
summer weather, but 
grill fires can start eas-
ily and spread quickly 
when the gas or charcoal 
grill is placed too close 
to any fire hazards. 
Learn how you 
can help keep 
your home and 
family safe 
by follow-
ing our grill 
safety tips.

1. Only use 
grills outside

It may be 
tempting to set up 
your barbecue grill in-
side of your open garage 
or under a covered bal-
cony, but propane and 
gas, charcoal grills are 
strictly designed for out-
door use where there is 
plenty of ventilation. 
Any combustible mate-
rials that surround or 

hang over the grill when 
it’s in use can catch fire 
easily and quickly. Make 
sure that the area over 
top and around your grill 
is clear and unobstruct-
ed.

2. Place your grill 
away from your 
home

B a r b e q u e 
grills are of-
ten placed 
just outside 
the back door 

or on the back 
deck against 

a railing. You 
should avoid placing 

your grill in these ar-
eas because it can pose 
a potential fire hazard. 
Grills that are placed too 
close to the house or oth-
er wood structures can 
heat up adjacent mate-
rials and cause a fire to 
start. Be sure to keep 

Safety Tips For 
Backyard Grilling

July, 1984. GONE!...What a weekend for baseball! 
Delaware Park was busy Saturday Night as teams 
from various leagues occupied the diamonds. 
Above a batter for Jack Atkins' team in the TBC 
League hit a high one, caught shortly in the far 
right field.

The "4th of July Carni-
val at the Great Pumpkin 
Farm" premieres a t 
The Great 
P u m p k i n 
Farm, 11199 
Main St., Clar-
ence on Friday, 
June 30th, 12:00 
pm - 9:00 pm and 
goes till Sunday, July 2nd. 
A full iteniary of each day 
can be read as follows:

FRI/ June 30th - Open 

12-9pm Ride all rides, play 
family friendly games, 
enjoy lots of great food, 
FREE face painting & bal-

loon art 1-5pm. 
Hula hoop 
and Juggling 
d e m o n s t r a -

tions 2-6pm. 
The bar is open with 

bands playing throughout 
the day $10pp non riders 
& $25pp for wristband to 
ride all rides

(All riders must have 
wristband/ kids 2 and un-
der are free)

SAT/ July 1st - Open 
12-9pm Ride all rides, 
family friendly games, lots 
of great food. FREE face 
painting & balloon art 
1-5pm. Bar is open with 
bands throughout the day.

$10pp non riders & 
$25pp for wristband to 
ride all rides (All riders 

Celebrate July 4th Early At The 
Great Pumpkin Farm

Coming up on Monday, July 3rd is the 3rd Annual KeyBank Independence 
Eve Celebration at the Buffalo Bisons. Below are some other for the annual 
patriotic celebration. 
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As our Independence 
day rounds the corner once 
again, we celebrate our pa-
triotism through the upcom-
ing events Western New 
York has to offer. Here 
is a sample of some of 
the events to look for-
ward to:

The "Independence 
Day Eve Fundrais-
er: Flipside and Fire-
works" kicks off at 
River Fest Park, 249 
Ohio Street, Buffalo 
on Monday, July 3rd at 
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm. Come to 
listen to music, watch a fire-
works display, meet up with 
friends, and enjoy a nice 
night out.  Admission is free.  

Beverages, food and snacks 
are available for purchase.

On Monday, July 3rd the 
27th Annual KeyBank In-
dependence Night Celebra-
tion with the Buffalo Phil-

harmonic Orchestra and 
the Largest Fireworks 

Show of the Season 
as the Bisons host 
the Worcester Red 

Sox (6:05 p.m.). 
The Bisons are 
thrilled to wel-

come the United States Ar-
my's Jazz Ambassadors to 
this year's postgame con-
cert. Known as ‘America’s 
Big Band,’ the 19-member 
ensemble have received 
critical acclaim while per-

forming in all 50 states and 
throughout the world. The 
Jazz Ambassadors will play 
alongside the BPO in this 
year's show!

The "Holiday Valley July 
4th Fireworks With the 
BPO" on July 2nd is set for 
a booming fourth! There's 
plenty of room to park across 
from the Holiday Valley 
Lodge to enjoy the fireworks 
from your car and still main-
tain social distancing. Sun-
day, July 4th will feature 
the Buffalo Philharmonic at 
8PM followed by a spectac-
ular fireworks show - right 
over your head! For tickets 
and more info go to the Ell-
icottville Chamber website. 

Independence Day 2023
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Continued on page two.
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

The Taste of Buffalo 
presented by Tops today 
announced that Eliza-
beth Mamot, owner of 
travel planning agency 
Aventra, has been elected 
chair for the 2023 event, 
which marks 40 years 
since the first iteration 
of the 
festival. 
M a m o t 
w i l l 
lead the 
planning efforts for the 
event, taking place July 
8 and 9 along Delaware 
Avenue and Niagara 
Square in downtown Buf-
falo. 

Mamot heads into her 
10th year of involvement 
with the Taste of Buffalo, 
as she began as a volun-
teer on the restaurant 
committee before be-
coming a board member 
in 2014. She previously 

served two terms as sec-
retary in addition to year-
long terms as entertain-
ment chair, restaurant 
chair, 2nd vice chair, and 
1st vice chair. “I’m grate-
ful, proud, and excited to 
serve as Chair for the 

2023 Taste of 
Buf fa -
lo and 
l o o k 
f o r -

ward to all of our 
a t - tendees being able 
to enjoy local classics and 
discover their new favor-
ite restaurants,” said Ma-
mot. 

As part of the Taste of 
Buffalo’s 40th birthday 
celebrations, the festival 
will be announcing spe-
cial giveaways leading up 
to the event. There will 
also be 80’s-themed mu-
sic, entertainment, and 
attractions.

40th Anniversary Of The 
Taste Of Buffalo

March, 1984. SIGNING UP FOR ANOTHER 
SEASON...Lance Schotwell, Tom Ortolano, Jason 
Golba are assisted in signing up for the Hertel-
North Park Baseball League by Sandra Ortolano 
last week at the Community Center.

The St. Patrick’s Day flag raising, 2018. This year's flag raising takes place at 
the Buffalo City Hall on Thursday, March 16th.  

Mayor Byron W. 
Brown and South District 
Council Member Chris-
topher P. Scanlon, 
joined by  the Unit-
ed Irish American 
Association (UIAA), 
are kicking off St. 
Patrick’s Day week 
by hosting an Irish 
flag-raising  ceremony 
in Niagara Square on 
Thursday, March 16th. 
The event celebrates the 

upcoming return of the 
UIAA’s St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade  on Delaware Av-

enue and the Valley 
Community Associa-
tion’s Old Neighbor-
hood Parade in the 
Old First Ward.  

“We’re thrilled to 
see the return of the 

St. Patrick’s Day Parades 
in Buffalo,”  said South 
District Councilmember 
Christopher P. Scanlon. 

“It is an honor to be part 
of today’s Irish flag rais-
ing ceremony, as both of 
my parents were born in 
Ireland,” said  Patrick 
McGuinness, the Grand 
Marshal of the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. and 
Western New York. 

The St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will be held on 
Sunday, March 19th at 
2:00pm on Delaware Av-
enue.  

Flag Raised At City Hall

The Annual 2023 Red Jacket and Additional Annual 
Awards by the Buffalo History Museum.

The Buffalo History 
Museum is seeking nomi-
nations for its annual Red 
Jacket, Daniel B. Nied-

erlander, and Owen B. 
Augsburger Awards. The 
three awards recognize 
local leaders and organi-

zations for their outstand-
ing contributions to the 
community. The deadline 
for submissions is April 3. 
The nomination form and 
criteria for each award 
can be found at https://
buffalohistory.org/red-
jacket-awards.  

An award committee of 
current and past members 
of The Buffalo History 
Museum’s Board of Man-
agers, community mem-
bers, and previous award 
recipients review all nom-
inations. The award win-
ners will be honored at 
the Museum’s Annual Red 

2023 Annual Red Jacket Award Openings
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From the Buffalo Rocket archives

September, 1984. A HUGE SUCCESS...The 
Nichols School Sale and Bazaar attracted a large 
crowd last Thursday and Friday; and one of the 
delighted customers was Carolyn Bongi, who 
was photographed being stopped on the way out 
by Judy Dobmeir and Mary Jane Boncaldo, who 
were luring passersby to the table. 

From L to R,  Deputy Erie County Executive Lisa 
Chimera, Executive Director  Of Northwest Buffalo 
Community Center Larry Pernick, Former Coordinator 
of Erie County Senior Fitness Program Richard 
Derwald, the honoree Ann Constantino , Commissioner 
of Senior Services Angela Marinacci and Delaware 
District Common Council member Joel P. Feroleto.

On Friday September 
22nd, a North Buffalo 
Community Center Senior, 
Ann Constantino, was 
presented a certificate of 
recognition for her 101st 
Birthday. There to present 
Ann her Certificate was 
Deputy Erie County Exec-
utive Lisa Chimera, wit-
nessed by the Delaware 
District Common Council 
Member Joel P. Feroleto, 
Commissioner of Senior 
Services Angela Mari-
nucci, Executive Direc-
tor of Northwest Buffalo 
Community Center Larry 
Pernick, Erie County Nu-

Ann Costantino's 101st Birthday

FUTURA2000 Creates New Mural With 
Buffalo AKG Public Art Initiative

A nationwide test of the National Emergency Signal Test will be conducted by 
FEMA on October 4, 2023 at 2:20pm. All cell phones and communication will 
be affected.

Bradford Reds, 2023, by FUTURA2000 at 712 
Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, New York 14222. 
Commissioned by the Buffalo AKG Art Museum 
Public Art Initiative, 2023. Photo: Jeff Mace.

FEMA, in coordination 
with the Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC), 
will conduct a nationwide 
test of the Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) and 
Wireless Emergency 
Alerts (WEA) this fall.

The national test 
will consist of two por-
tions, testing WEA and 
EAS capabilities. Both tests 
are scheduled to begin at ap-
proximately 2:20 p.m. ET on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4.

The WEA portion of the 

test will be directed to all 
consumer cell phones. This 
will be the third nationwide 
test, but the second test to 

all cellular devices. The 
test message will dis-
play in either English 
or in Spanish, depend-
ing on the language 
settings of the wireless 

handset.
The EAS portion of the 

test will be sent to radios 
and televisions. This will be 
the seventh nationwide EAS 
test.

FEMA and the FCC are 
coordinating with EAS par-
ticipants, wireless providers, 
emergency managers and 
other stakeholders in prepa-
ration for this national test 
to minimize confusion and to 
maximize the public safety 
value of the test.

The purpose of the Oct. 4 
test is to ensure that the sys-
tems continue to be effective 
means of warning the public 
about emergencies, partic-
ularly those on the national 
level.

This Is Only A Test!

Continued on page six.

Continued on page four.

In coordination with 
the Buffalo AKG Art Mu-
seum’s renowned Public 
Art Initiative, contempo-
rary artist FUTURA2000 
has created a mural on 
the north façade of Bu-

reau (712 Elmwood Av-
enue). The mural, titled 
Bradford Reds, 2023, is 
the massively influen-
tial artist’s first public 
artwork in Western New 

WEDNESDAY, 10/4/2023 AT 2:20 PM
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If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to win a 
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  BOB & JOHN‘S 
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE 
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).  
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216 / 716-873-1193
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WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193
1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216

DETAIL SPECIAL: $149.95$149.95
Wash Vehicle
Pressure Wash Wheel Wells
Paste Wax Exterior
Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior
Shampoo Floormats
Wipe Down Door Panels And Dashboard
Clean And Vinyl And Leather
Polish Windows Inside And Out
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PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
7-Eleven ..............................................460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental .......................................476 Hertel Avenue
Bellamore Boutique .................... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Black Rock Beverages ..........................538 Hertel Avenue
Blue Marble Sweet Shop ...................1096 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria .......................1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ......................................572 Hertel Avenue
CBD Store .................................... 3191 Delaware Avenue
Cell Phone Repair ........................ 3163 Delaware Avenue
Century 21 .........................................1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store ................................ 2815 Delaware Avenue 
Daddio’s Pizzeria. .............................1247 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ..........................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ........................... 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon .................. 3030 Delaware Avenue 
Evans Bank .................................. 2670 Delaware Avenue
Fig Tree Patissille ......................... 3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches ........................ 2820 Delaware Avenue   
Frank's Sunny Italy ...................... 2491 Delaware Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home ............... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .............. 3242 Main Street
Gramma Mora’s.................................1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips ................................... 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ..........................1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments .........1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors ........................1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine) ..... 3106 Delaware Avenue
Imagine Salon ...................................1527 Hertel Avenue
Jacobi & Sons .............................. 3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey’s Place ..........................................83 Niagara Street
Joe’s Panini Grill ......................... 3024 Delaware Avenue
Johnny’s Meats ..................................1191 Hertel Avenue

Knights of Columbus ..................... 1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ................................1588 Hertel Avenue
Marco's Deli .......................................1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr ...............203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental .........................1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ..............................975 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center .................. 2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency ......................... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant ......................... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market .......................... 1716 Kenmore Avenue
Record Baron ............................... 3048 Delaware Avenue
Salon Avanti ................................ 3086 Delaware Avenue 
Salon Coronado ........................... 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli ............................ 3104 Delaware Avenue
Scissors ..............................................1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia ....................................1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station ................................ 4505 Main Street
Theater Apts ................................. 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie’s Workout Center .....................1481 Hertel Avenue
Vince’s Pizza ................................. 1803 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .............................. 564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub ..................................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor .................................. 276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library ........................... Niagara at Porter
CWJ Lock & Key ...................................... 183 Forest Avenue
Corner Store ..............................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments .................. 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware ............................ 262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts..................... 505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ................121 Grant Street

First Niagara Bank ....................... Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank ...............................................130 Grant Street
Military Coin Laundry  ........................ 1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant ....................1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers .............................. 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments ................... 33 Linwood Avenue
West Market ......................................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center .................Vermont at Fargo

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .....................................................25 Review Place
Black Rock Pharmacy ....................431 Tonawanda Street
Boys & Girls Club ..............................54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors .................... 2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station .......................669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli .......................................1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ................................2126 Niagara Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 236 Military Road
First Niagara Bank ....................... 2141 Elmwood Avenue
First Niagara ......................................201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop .........................890 Tonawanda Street
House of Sandwich ........................800 Tonawanda Street
M&T Bank ......................................788 Tonawanda Street
Niagara Deli Pizzeria .......................2043 Niagara Street
Nickel City Bottle Return ................... 2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ...............155 Lawn Avenue
Pat’s Pizzeria ......................................544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella...................................1133 Tonawanda Street
Riverside Market ............................740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ...........................Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insurance Agency ....432 Amherst Street
Sun Restaurant .................................1989 Niagara Street
Up To You Deli ..................................2189 Niagara Street

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to 
win a FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  
BOB & JOHN‘S LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Ave-
nue to pick up your FREE PIZZA (Takeout only, must 
be redeemed within one week).  If your name is listed 
for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASSES, call 873-2594 
to have two free passes mailed out to you.

FREE MOVIE PASSES: A. Shoemaker, 37 Virgil Ave., 14216

FREE MOVIE PASSES: David Pfalzgraf, 110 Meadow Rd., 14216

NORTH PARK THEATRE

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

NOW PLAYING
RROOAADDRRUUNNNNEERR::  

AA  FFIILLMM  AABBOOUUTT  AANNTTHHOONNYY  BBOOUURRDDAAIINN

ROADRUNNER: A FILM ABOUT ANTHONY BOURDAIN
Fri 7/23: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sat 7/24: (11:30 am), (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sun 7/25: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Mon 7/26: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Tue 7/27: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Wed 7/28: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Thur 7/29: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50

 All the girls playing in 
the North Buffalo Wild-
cat Softball Tournament 
held this past weekend 
in Shoshone Park will re-
member this one for sure. 
Not only did they compete 
against teams from vari-
ous Leagues throughout 
the area, they also needed 
to battle against the forc-
es of Mother Nature. In a 
three day competition held 
every year, Saturday’s tor-
rential rainfall interrupt-
ed the girl’s hopes of victo-
ry in their home Park, in 
front of family and friends. 
And these girls have lots of 
friends. 
 Two Wildcat teams won 

Championships in both 
the 16 and under and the 
12 and under divisions 
and a 10 and under team 
finished in second place 
for a victorious weekend 
that almost didn’t happen. 
The 16u Wildcats defeated 
the Orchard Park Stars 
9-7 late Sunday afternoon, 
the culmination of Softball 
being played at all on dia-
monds considered wet, like 
a pool just 24 hours earli-
er.
 The same can be said 
for the 12u team, which 
defeated Cayuga, 11-3 just 
a few hours earlier and 
showed this area just how 
strong a City youth league 

like North Buffalo can 
compete against anyone.
Ally Foglia hit a two run 
homerun and pitched four 
innings, striking out ten 
and teammate Molly Sav-
age came in relief, strik-
ing out five to lead the 
way. Other players on the 
team included Margaret 
Donoghue, Penelope Mu-
citelli, Brooklyn Hornung, 
Brielle Mellerson, Abigail 
Ware, Molly Kuwik, Kylah 
Sanders, Julianna Marino, 
Josephine MacDonald and 
Elizabeth Lester.
 Meena Rose and Isabel-
la Nieves pitched well for 
the 16u Wildcats in the 
win over Orchard Park. 
Elly Perez and Kira Kilon-
sky hit back to back tri-
ples to lead the offense. 
Other girls on the team 
were Emy Perez, Emma 
Mahoney, Elizabeth Koo-
shoian, Genieve Mucitel-
li, George-Ann Reinhardt, 
Maria Costanzo, Molly 
Sheehan and Aubri Alvira.
The 16u team includ-
ed Peyton Gallivan, Izzy 
Kilonsky, Julia French, 
Katie Kooshoian, Ja-
nia Harris-Officer, Chloe 
Claeys, Clara Rickus, Lid-
ia Foglia, Cecelia Jones 
and Skyler Ball.
 “We all arrived at the 
Park early Sunday morn-
ing and worked across all 
the diamonds simultane-
ously to get them ready,” 
said one board member, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous. His other 
friends are Don Morris, 
Tony Messina, Scott Galli-
van, Paul Fuzak, John Hor-
nung, Bob Mucitelli, Khris 
Foglia, Kevin Pritchard, 
Eric Schmarder, Tim Rob-
ertson and Matt Wolf.
 
   

Wildcats Are Winners!

Championship Teams 16u And 12u together at 
home plate.

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Roxanne Lamb, 55 Sterling Ave., 14216 

 Happy New Year to all 
the boys and girls playing 
in the Hertel North Park 
Baseball League (HNPY-
BL) in 2024!

   After a very success-
ful season last year, the 
Board of Directors recent-
ly issued a press re-
lease with great 
news for this 
year. It read 
in part: "We 
are pleased 
to inform you 
that regis-
tration for 
the 2024 sea-
son for House 
Baseball and 
Softball is now 
open!" Thousands of 
Boys and Girls from ages 4 
and 5 year olds to fifteen 
and sixteen are long time 
players in this now 67 year 
old League that has made 
Shoshone Park their home 
since 1957. Registration 
figures have grown every 
year since the Pandemic 
of 2020 and will continue 
to climb this coming sea-
son after news hit in mid 
October that the Thomas 
M. Smith Athletic Center 
is being built in Shoshone 
Park and will be ready to 
open in late 2024 or early 
2025.  

   Make sure to register 
now to avoid your son or 
daughter being placed on 
a waiting list just before 
this season begins. Her-
tel North Park makes ev-
ery attempt to offer early 
registration time for all 
players in  its house teams 
so no waiting lists can be 
formed before opening day 
in early May. With regis-
tration figures well over 
1,400 last season, the goal 
has always been to make 
the game available to as 
many children as possible 
each year.

   "It's extremely import-
ant to us as a League if 
you can register your child 
as early as possible," said 
League president John C. 
Hornung. "It assures them 
a spot on a team roster and 
tells us how many in their 
age level we need to form 
teams. We try and give a 
team the same amount of 
players in each division, 
but we can't determine 
which team your son or 
daughter will play on if we 
don't know early on how 
many have signed up." 

   Registration for the 
League can be accessed 
again by going to the 
League's website, www.

hnpybl.com and clicking 
on the "registration" tab. 
This is the quickest way 
the League can be in-
formed of your interest in 
having a son or daughter 
begin or return to play in 
what has always been a 

great Summer for 
Baseball or Soft-

ball in that tiny 
Park on Her-
tel, near Main 
Street in 
North Buffa-
lo. If you reg-
ister between 
now and 

March 1, 2024, 
the cost of your 

registration fee is 
discounted $15.00 be-

cause early birds always 
seem to "catch the worm."

   Last season, there 
were 76 house teams 
scheduled to play in Sho-
shone Park on seven di-
amonds, all intimately 
placed within steps of 
each other. An eighth dia-
mond, in the center of the 
Park is reserved for the 21 
t-ball teams used by the 
very young boys and girls, 
learning the game. That 
brought the team total to 
97 and that doesn't even 
include the amount of 
Travel teams for both boys 
and girls for the Blaze, 
Wildcats and Knights 
programs. As a sports re-
porter working for this 
newspaper, I can tell you 
reporting all game scores 
to you has gotten more 
difficult over the years. 
But it's not about me. This 
column is reserved for all 
the boys and girls playing, 
once the season starts.

   Last season, most of 
the Girls house softball 
teams had new names 
printed on their uniform 
jerseys. Instead of seeing a 
Yankees or Blue Jays cap 
on their heads, you paid 
attention to some exciting 

games by these young la-
dies in their new College 
colors. The teams were 
Bulls, Jayhawks, Long-
horns, Mountaineers and 
Sooners in Senior Girls. 
Bruins, Cougars, Ducks, 
Griffs and Huskies in Ma-
jor Division. The Bulldogs, 
Crimson Tide, Gators, Pur-
ple Eagles, Spartans and 
Volunteers in Triple AAA 
and Bears, Razorbacks, 
Tigers and Wolverines in 
Double AA. In all, 20 new 
names for some of the most 
exciting games you could 
ever see playing in Shosho-
ne Park.

   Just like in Major 
League Baseball, boys 
teams all use the nick-
names of Big League teams 
since the early days of the 
Park's history. Besides 
Yankees or Blue Jays, all 
MLB team nicknames are 
represented in Shoshone 
Park, right down to their 
team colors.

   Every team makes the 
playoffs in Shoshone Park, 
regardless of how they fin-
ish in their division. In all, 
there were ten divisions 
playing simultaneously 
in the Park every night 
during the week and all 
day on Saturdays. There 
are five girls and five boys 
divisions playing from ear-
ly May until the middle of 
August. Last season, the 
League was very fortunate 
to not have many nights or 
Saturdays that were can-
celed due to rain. If the 
area experiences an over-
night rain before Saturday 
games, the League makes 
every attempt to get the 
diamonds ready to play for 
the children by as early as 
9:30 in the morning.

   For several years now, 
the League has had team 
trophies available for all 
winning teams who have 
clinched first place in their 
division in the regular sea-
son and Championship 
trophies for winning teams 
right after their games 
played in Shoshone Park. 
Some exciting Champion-
ship victories have been 
played on many nights 
while both teams have 
fought hard for a title. 
The thrill of victory with a 
championship trophy ends 
their Summer just like the 
Professionals.  

Register Now For 
Baseball or Softball!
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AREA SENIOR CENTERS
NORTH BUFFALO
GLORIA J. PARKS COMMUNITY CENTER - 3242 Main St. Buffalo 14214    832-1010                                                       

NORTH BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 203 Sanders Rd. Buffalo 14216   768-1004

RIVERSIDE
NORTHWEST BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 155 Lawn Ave. Buffalo 14207   876-8108

KENMORE
KENMORE SENIOR CENTER  - 135 Wilber Ave. Kenmore 14217   873-0737                                                                                                      

WEST SIDE
WEST SIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES - 161 Vermont St. Buffalo 14213 884-6616

CONCERNED ECUMENICAL MINISTRY (CEM) - 286 Lafayette Ave. Buffalo 14213  882-2442  

FATHER BELLE COMMUNITY CENTER - 104 Maryland St. Buffalo 14201 845-0485                                                       

RICHMOND-SUMMER SENIOR CENTER - 337 Summer St. Buffalo 14222 885-3290
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The Blotter 
 Felonies
From “D” District

North Buffalo
December 24, 2023
Commonwealth Avenue 
–  On date, time, and lo-
cation suspect did obstruct 
officers from conducting 
an investigation. Officers 
gave suspect multiple 
warnings. Suspect contin-
ued to hinder the investi-
gation. 

December 23, 2023
Sterling Avenue  – Defen-
dant did after a night of 
drinking become violent 
and a physical altercation 
ensued. Victim reports 
that she was on the ground 
lying down and suspect did 
place both hands around 
neck to strangle her. Vic-
tim had bruising on left 
elbow, right wrist and a 
bump on head. Victim did 
have to receive a CT scan 
for difficulty swallowing 
at Sisters ER.

December 23, 2023
Hertel Avenue  – On 
12/23/23 at 418 Hertel Av-
enue officers responded 
to an assault call which a 
male was hit over the head 
by a 2x4, complainant and 
defendant did get into a 
verbal  altercation which 
led to the defendant grab-
bing a knife out of his room 
(room 2), and then exit-
ing, then kicking in the 
door of the complainant's 
room (room 4). Defendant 
did get past the door and 
swung a knife at com-
plainant multiple times 
attempting to attack him. 
Complainant did hit de-
fendant in the head in self 
defense. Defendant did get 
a laceration on the head 
by the 2x4 and was trans-
ported to ECMC.

December 22, 2023
Vigil Avenue  – Defen-
dant was in possession of 
an AR-15 lower receiver. 
The receiver is not New 
York State compliant, it 
has a detachable maga-
zine, pistol grip, and tele-
scopic buttstock. Officers 
searched the residence of 
25 Virgil Avenue lower as 
part of order of protection 
signed by presiding judge. 
Inside the residence was 2 
loaded magazines, ammu-
nition, and completed up-
per receiver.  

December 22, 2023
Hinman Avenue  – Defen-
dant did engage in a mutu-
al verbal altercation with 
victim (father) where de-
fendant did strike victim 
in the face with a closed 
fist. Victim did strike de-
fendant back, whereas de-
fendant did grab a kitchen 
knife and did stab victim 
in the back right shoulder. 
Patrol officer did recover 
knife on kitchen counter 
victim was transported to 
ECMC by AMR264. 

West Side
December 24, 2023
West Avenue – Patrol did 
respond to above location. 
Person 1 states, that her 
and person 2 (sister) got 
into a verbal altercation 
that escalated to phys-
ical. Officers did recov-
er a handgun, extended 
mag clip with 21 rounds 
in which person 2 was 
charged with possession. 
Person 1 does not want to 
press domestic charges at 
this time.

Riverside
December 25, 2023
Guernsey Street  – The 

complainant states defen-
dant left the water run-
ning in the tub causing wa-
ter to leak into downstairs 
apartment complainant 
states they got into verbal 
argument  that escalat-
ed to defendant pushing 
victim into the well and 
threatening to kill him.

December 25, 2023
Elgas Street  – On the 
above date, time, and lo-
cation officers responded 
to a domestic call which 
defendant was tugging on 
windows and doors. De-
fendant did throw com-
plainants dresser drawers 
down the stairs. While 
officers did try to arrest 
defendant, defendant did 
pull away. 

December 24, 2023
Fuller Street  – Com-
plainant reports defen-
dant was bullying her 
about a video and did 
cover her mouth with his 
hand. Complainant was in 
fear from defendant's ac-
tion. 

December 24, 2023
Fuller Street  – Com-
plainant and suspect 
had a verbal argument 
over a video complainant 
was in. Suspect did take 
complainants' cellphone 
and did throw it at com-
plainant causing bruising 
and scratches to face com-
plainant also stated sus-
pect threatened to kill her 
through text messages.

December 24, 2023
Court Street  – On above 
date, time, and location 
at approximately 0150, at 
35 Sayre (city of Buffalo) 
defendant did stab the vic-
tim once in the right arm. 
Victim was in pain and re-
quired hospitalization at 
ECMC. Transported via 
AMR317 recovered knife.  

FREE PIZZA: Robert Reidy, 295 Voorhees Ave., 14216 

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Diane Totaro, 386 Taunton Pl. Apt. Uppr., 14216 

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET 
GET RESULTS!

 Call Barbara Gilboy at 861-3304 for Rates & Special PromotionsCall Dennis at 873-2594 for Rates & Special Promotions

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET
GET RESULTS

Thank you for 
patronizing our
ADVERTISERS

Thank you for 
patronizing our
ADVERTISERS

Answers on page seven.Answers on page seven.

Answers on page seven.
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Politicians Fiddle While 
New York Burns

As our great nation is 
close to completing one 
more circle around the 
sun, a New Year message 
should be one of hope and 
optimism leading into 
2024.

Nope. Not happening 
here. Can’t do it. Not feel-
ing it.

For the first time, my 
family feels like trapped 
prisoners living in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of New York. 
I distinctly remember once 
having a sense of pride liv-
ing here and being one of 
Buffalo’s biggest boosters. 
While I love Western New 
York, I despise how elected 
officials are destroying the 

entire State of New York. 
We are on the precipice 

of financial ruin and ca-
lamity, facing a $10 billion 
deficit next year. 

That’s not stopping 
Hamburg’s own Kathy 
Hochul from piling on the 
spending, signing a bill 
that creates a reparations 
commission that could 
spend millions upon mil-
lions of dollars for each 
person that’s a descendant 
of slaves.

Keep in mind slavery 
ended in New York in 1827 
and Western New York is 
known for its incredible 
role of saving slaves on the 
Underground Railroad. 

Governor Hochul clear-
ly doesn’t care for the mis-
treatment of other groups, 
considering the repara-
tions legislation she signed 
ignored the five Native 
Americans tribes living on 
ten reservations across the 
state.

Under “fiscal implica-
tions” of this reparations 
bill, politicians used one 
word to describe the po-
tential cost: “Undeter-
minable.” Translation: we 
have a blank check and 
will use it.

Cops and teachers are 
more than likely getting 
cut in the Big Apple be-
cause New York City al-
ready shelled out $2.4 bil-
lion to manage its migrant 
crisis. Library funding is 
on the chopping block be-
cause Mayor Eric Adams 
anticipates spending $12 
billion in the next three 
years because 500 mi-
grants a day are coming to 
the city that never sleeps. 
Asleep or wide awake, 
we’re all living a night-
mare here in New York.

Other costs of the mi-
grant crisis to our com-
munities are incalculable. 
Just ask the woman who 
police and prosecutors who 
said one migrant brutally 
raped a mother in front of 
her three year old daugh-
ter in Cheektowaga, while 
another migrant sexually 
assaulted a hotel worker.

New York State Assem-
blyman David DiPietro 
summed up New York’s 
dire state of affairs in one 
sentence: “New York is 
burning and politicians 
are fiddling.”

Never fear, though. 
Radical progressive law-
makers have everything 
under control. They have 

PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
7-Eleven .....................................460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental .............................476 Hertel Avenue
Bellamore Boutique ........... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Black Rock Beverages ................538 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria ..............1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ............................572 Hertel Avenue
Century 21 ...............................1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store ....................... 2815 Delaware Avenue 
Daddio’s Pizzeria.....................1247 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ................. 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon ........ 3030 Delaware Avenue 
Evans Bank ........................ 2670 Delaware Avenue
Fig Tree Patissille ............... 3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches ............... 2820 Delaware Avenue   
Frank's Sunny Italy ............ 2491 Delaware Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home ..... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .....3242 Main Street
Gramma Mora’s .......................1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips ......................... 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ................1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments 1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors ..............1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine).........3106 Delaware 
Avenue
Imagine Salon .........................1527 Hertel Avenue
Macy’s Place ...................... 3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey’s Place ................................83 Niagara Street
Joe’s Panini Grill ............... 3024 Delaware Avenue
Johnny’s Meats ........................1191 Hertel Avenue
Knights of Columbus ...........1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ......................1588 Hertel Avenue

Marco's Deli .............................1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr .... 203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental ...............1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ....................975 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center ........2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency ............... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant ............... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market ................1716 Kenmore Avenue
Salon Avanti ...................... 3086 Delaware Avenue 
Salon Coronado ................. 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli .................. 3104 Delaware Avenue
Scissors .....................................1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia ..........................1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station ......................4505 Main Street
Theater Apts .......................1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie’s Workout Center ...........1481 Hertel Avenue
Vince’s Pizza .......................1803 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .................... 564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub ........................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor ........................276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library .................Niagara at Porter
BMHA Housing......................245 Elmwood Avenue
CWJ Lock & Key ............................ 183 Forest Avenue
Corner Store .....................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments ........ 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware ..................262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts ...........505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ....................326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ......121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank .............Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank .....................................130 Grant Street

Military Coin Laundry  ..............1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant ..........1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers ..................... 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments .........33 Linwood Avenue
West Market ............................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center ...... Vermont at Fargo

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .......................................... 25 Review Place
Black Rock Pharmacy .......... 431 Tonawanda Street
Boys & Girls Club ................... 54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors ..........2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station .............669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli ..............................1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ......................2126 Niagara Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ....................236 Military Road
First Niagara Bank .............2141 Elmwood Avenue
First Niagara .............................201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop .............. 890 Tonawanda Street
House of Sandwich .............. 800 Tonawanda Street
M&T Bank ........................... 788 Tonawanda Street
Niagara Deli Pizzeria .............2043 Niagara Street
Nickel City Bottle Return .........2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ..... 155 Lawn Avenue
Pat’s Pizzeria .............................544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella ........................ 1133 Tonawanda Street
Riverside Market ................. 740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ................ Tonawanda Street
Roland Insurance Agency..............432 Amherst Street
Sun Restaurant .......................1989 Niagara Street
Up To You Deli ........................2189 Niagara Street

FREE PIZZA: Isaias Lugo, 85 Fairchild Pl., 14216 

FREE PIZZA: Charles Young, 532 Parkside Ave., 14216 

a laser-like focus on solv-
ing our problems.  They’re 
proposing significant leg-
islation to save our state: 
a new law could be on the 
books that forces Chick-
Fil-A to open seven days 
a week at New York State 
Thruway rest stops.

You read that correct-
ly. New York is going to 
hell in a handbasket, but 
lawmakers are focused 
on a faith based fast food 
joint that closes on Sun-
days so workers can spend 
time with family and go to 
church.

Regulating the sale of 
chicken sandwiches, driv-
ing the government fur-
ther into the depths of 
bankruptcy with potential 
reparations payments, and 
sticking their heads in the 
sand surrounding the mi-
grant crisis is their prior-
ity right now.

Elections have conse-
quences. This calamity 
is the direct result of vot-
ers solidifying one-party 
rule in the Empire State.  
Checks and balances do 
not exist. Lord John Dal-
berg-Acton’s words written 

in 1887 ring true today: 
“Power tends to corrupt 
and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely.”

Things are going to get 
worse in 2024 before they 
get better. Another bill 
Governor Hochul signed 
into law shifts most local 
elections to even years 
when Democratic turnout 
is significantly higher (Gu-
bernatorial and Presiden-
tial cycles) than odd years. 

We have two options to 
fix this mess:

Elect Republicans for 
Governor or vote in a Re-
publican State Senate Ma-
jority to create a balance of 
power in government

Leave
A whole lot of people are 

choosing option #2. Most 
recently released United 
States Census data shows 
New York lost the most 
population of any state in 
America.

My family may not be 
far behind. 

Happy New Year New 
York. You deserve the 
dumpster fire our state 
has become. Bah Humbug.

Stefan Mychajliw
Guest Columnist

Answers on page seven.
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Seniority
Dear Rusty: I am 64 

years old and having 
difficulty working due 
to my arthritis, but I 
can continue part time 
as a podiatrist. I do not 
know the best way to 
determine when to re-
tire. What is the formu-
la or a way to determine 
which is a better choice? 
Thank you in advance 
for your service as a So-
cial Security Advisor. 
Signed: Undecided

Dear Undecided:  
There is a difference be-
tween deciding when to 
retire from working and 
deciding when to claim 
your Social Security 
benefits. For the former, 
you should consult with 
a certified financial ad-
visor, but I’ll provide 
you with how Social 
Security fits into your 
personal circumstanc-
es. In deciding when to 
claim Social Security, 
you should look at your 
financial needs, your 
life expectancy, your 
work status, and your 
marital status. There is 
no one formula right for 
everyone because ev-
eryone’s circumstances 
are different, but here 
are some things to help 
decide what is right for 
you:

Social Security has 
an “earnings test” 
which applies to anyone 
who collects Social Se-
curity before reaching 
their full retirement 
age (FRA). Your FRA is 

66 years and 8 months, 
and that is the point at 
which you get 100% of 
the SS benefit earned 
from a lifetime of work-
ing. If you collect SS 
before your FRA and 
continue to work, there 
is a limit to how much 
you can earn without 
jeopardizing your ben-
efits. For example, the 
earnings limit for 2023 
is $21,240 and, if that is 
exceeded, SS will take 
away benefits equal to 
$1 for every $2 you are 
over the limit. They 
“take away” benefits 
by withholding future 
payments until they 
recover the penalty for 
exceeding the limit. If 
your earnings are sub-
stantially over the lim-
it, you will be ineligible 
to collect Social Secu-
rity until either your 
earnings are less, or 
you reach your FRA. 

If you claim SS before 
your FRA your benefit 
amount will be perma-
nently reduced. If, for 
example, you claim SS 
to start at age 65 your 
monthly benefit will be 
about 89% of what it 
would be at your FRA. 
That reduced benefit 
would not change there-
after except for Cost 
of Living Adjustments 
(COLA) usually granted 
annually.

 If Social Security 
will be a major part of 
your retirement income, 
then waiting to get a 

higher monthly benefit 
may be a prudent strat-
egy for you. The longer 
you wait to claim the 
more your benefit will 
be. Your SS benefit will 
continue to grow until 
you are 70 years old, 
and at 70 your month-
ly benefit will be about 
27% more than it would 
be at your FRA. Your 
maximum SS benefit 
will be attained at age 
70 but waiting until age 
70 to claim is only pru-
dent if you anticipate a 
long life expectancy.

Life expectancy is 
a very important fac-
tor in deciding when to 
claim SS. If you claim 
at age 70 instead of at 
your FRA, you will need 
to live until you are 
about 83 to breakeven 
moneywise. If you live 
even longer than that, 
then waiting until 70 
will yield the highest 
monthly amount and 
the most in cumulative 
lifetime benefits. But if 
your anticipated life ex-
pectancy is less, claim-

ing earlier may be a 
better choice. 

If you are married 
and expect your wife 
to survive you, consid-
er that the benefit your 
wife can get as your 
widow will be based on 
your SS benefit when 
you die, thus the longer 

you wait to claim the 
more your wife’s benefit 
as your widow may be. 
If you predecease your 
wife, her benefit will 
be based on the amount 
you were receiving at 
your death if that is 
more than her personal-
ly earned SS benefit.

Ask Rusty – When Should I Retire And 
Claim My Social Security Benefits?

SERVICE YOU DESERVE...
SATURDAY HOURS

Erie County Auto Bureau
Reservations Are Encouraged, But Not Required

Make a Reservation
Online Today!

West Seneca
Office Hours:

7am-5pm
Monday-Friday

9am-1pm
Saturday

Eastern Hills
Office Hours:

10am-6pm
Tuesday-Friday

8am-3pm
Saturday

For those without internet access, please call the Erie County Clerk’s  
Outreach Center at 716-858-8864 to schedule your appointment today!

West Seneca: Southgate Plaza, 1088B Union Road, West Seneca
Eastern Hills Mall: 4545 Transit Road, Williamsville

Use main entrance by Duff’s

Scan QR Code with Your
Cell Phone Camera 

716-851-5694

ssaallllyyThis Week’s Featured Friend:

If you would like to meet any of the adoptable dogs, please fill out an application online (if you are not already pre-
approved) , call the shelter, and leave a message with your name and phone number and the dog you’re interested in. 
Have patience, and they will call you back when they can. From there, a time will be scheduled for you to come and 
meet the dog. Please be patient, and remember they are very short staffed at the moment. Applications can be found 
at https://friendsofcbas.org/adopt

OUR SHELTER IS 
OVERFLOWING WITH DOGS!

Sweet Sally came to the shelter back in early 
November. She had a horrific injury to her back, 
so she went immediately into foster care so she 
could heal. Fast forward many weeks…turns out 
Sally is an Olympic cuddler, whose specialty is 
head bumping. She loves to climb right up by 
your face, do her kneading on your chest and 
rub faces with you for as long as you let her. She 
is quite the vocal girl and she will sing you the 
song of her people every day. She enjoys nap-
ping, classical music and staring out the win-
dow. Please contact foster mom for more info 
at KVIz@aol.com

 Enjoy Easy, 
Convenient 

Online Ordering 
and Get 

15% off
Your Wedding 
Invitations at

9195 Main St. Clarence, NY • 632-0808

WWW.GALLAGHERPRINTING.COM

Wedding  Invitations
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FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Jeff Rieth, 940 Amherst St., 14216 
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WE DO 
PAINTING 

JOBS CHEAP
CALL JOHN
553-7365

financing available

org for more info.
Please Note: This 

event will be pre-
sented in accordance 
with applicable pub-

lic health requirements 
and considerations 

as of the date of the 
event; which could 
include changes to 
capacity, attendance 

prerequisites, procedures, 
and other protective mea-
sures per government and 
venue policies. If you are 
not vaccinated, you must 
wear a mask.

Community Appreciation Day 2021
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one. two weeks. In the mean-
time, click the link within 
your confirmation email 
to download the guide and 
coordinator toolkit. Please 
be sure to read through the 
information and resources 
provided in this document, 
thoroughly.

Begin planning your 
National Night Out cam-
paign. We are here to assist 
you as a registered coordi-
nator with the planning 
process of your National 

Register for National Night Out

Frey Electric Season at Shea’s 710 Theatre

a confirmation email with 
more information and re-
sources regarding National 
Night Out, including what 
steps to take next. Please 
be sure to read through 
this email, thoroughly.

Download the guide 
and coordinator toolkit. 
You registered for Nation-
al Night Out. The organi-
zational kit will be sent to 
your mailing address via 
USPS in approximately 

Night Out campaign. Most 
of your questions, howev-
er, can be answered in the 
content that is provided to 
you following registration. 
Be sure to view selected 
photographs from Nation-
al Night Out events across 
the nation and see what 
other registered coordi-
nators say about Nation-
al Night Out. Get all the 
information you will need 
by visiting our website at 
natw.org

716-851-5694

NNeelllliieeThis Week’s Featured Friend:

Because of the COVID19 situation, the shelter is closed to the general public. If you would like to meet any of the 
adoptable dogs, please fill out an application online (if you are not already pre-approved) , call the shelter, and leave 
a message with your name and phone number and the dog you’re interested in. Have patience, and they will call 
you back when they can. From there, a time will be scheduled for you to come and meet the dog. Please be patient, 
and remember they are very short staffed at the moment. Applications can be found at https://friendsofcbas.org/adopt

Nellie is a petite and sweet mama kitty 
you will find. All of her babies are ad-
opted and Nellie is learning to live with-
out any responsibility. Nellie is a gentle 
soul with a loving heart. Once she gets 
to know you, she melts into your arms. 
Nellie is terrified of dogs, so a home 
without dogs is a must. Come see Nellie 
at Pet Supplies Plus on Delaware Avenue 
in North Buffalo. To arrange a meet and 
greet, text or phone Patty at 716-362-
9452.

NELLIE

Nellie is a petite and sweet mama kitty you will find. All of her babies are
adopted and Nellie is learning to live without any responsibility. Nellie is a gentle

soul with a loving heart. Once she gets to know you, she melts into your arms.
Nellie is terrified of dogs, so a home without dogs is a must. Come see Nellie at
Pet Supplies Plus on Delaware Avenue in North Buffalo. To arrange a meet and

greet, text or phone Patty at 716-362-9452.

 Shea’s Performing Arts 
Center announced today 
that live theatre will be 
back at Shea’s 710 Theatre 
this fall! In partnership 
with Shea’s 710 Theatre’s 
producing partners, the up-
coming season will include 
three productions: The Cu-
rious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time 
(All for One The-
atre Productions), 
Kinky Boots 
(MusicalFare 
Theatre), and 
Once On This Is-
land (Shea’s 710 
Theatre).
 “We are 
overjoyed to 
welcome patrons 
back to Shea’s 
710 Theatre. We 
have a fantastic 
season lined-up 
and are grateful to 
our subscribers for 
their loyalty,” said Michael 
G. Murphy, President of 
Shea’s Performing Arts Cen-
ter. “The critically acclaimed 
The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time was 
a mere three hours away 
from opening before the 
shutdown order was given 
and we’re pleased to reopen 
Shea’s 710 Theatre with 
this amazing production. 
We and our partner the-
atres are looking forward to 
welcoming audiences back, 

bringing up the lights, and 
gathering as a community 
once again to share experi-
ences in the intimate Shea’s 
710 Theatre.”
 We are delighted to an-
nounce the new dates for 
the upcoming 2021-22 Frey 
Electric Season at Shea’s 
710 Theatre: 

 The Curious 
Incident of 
the Dog in the 

Night-Time Pro-
duced by All for 
One Theatre Pro-

ductions October 
28 – November 
14, 2021 
 When fifteen-

year-old Christo-
pher is accused 
of a crime, this 
brilliant-brained 
detective is deter-
mined to discover 
the true culprit. 
This collabora-

tive production of the Tony 
Award-winning play, based 
on the bestselling novel, ex-
amines the truth of family, 
mystery, love, and sacrifice.
 Kinky Boots Produced by 
MusicalFare Theatre March 
17 – April 3, 2022 
 Winner of six Tony 
Awards, including Best 
Musical and Score (Cyn-
di Lauper), Kinky Boots is 
an exhilarating true story 
about finding your passion, 
overcoming challenges, and 

transcending stereotypes. 
Based on the 2005 British 
film Kinky Boots, this sen-
sational show “struts its 
stuff with sparkles, stilettos, 
and heart!” (Sydney Morn-
ing Herald). 
 Once On This Island Pro-
duced by Shea’s 710 Theatre 
April 28 – May 15, 2022
From the Tony Award-win-
ning songwriting team of 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty (Seussical, Rag-
time), comes the inventive 
Caribbean-based musical 
about the healing power of 
storytelling. Once On This 
Island is the sweeping, 
universal tale of Ti Moune, 
a fearless peasant girl in 
search of her place in the 
world, ready to risk it all for 
love. Variety says, “Once on 
this Island is a delightful 
and colorful blend of non-
stop singing and dancing.”
Three show subscriptions 
for the upcoming season at 
Shea’s 710 Theatre are on 
sale priced from $28 per 
ticket. 
 Learn more about Shea’s 
updated ticketing and 
health and safety policy on 
our website. Any patrons 
with questions are encour-
aged to contact Shea’s Box 
Office at patronservices@
sheas.org or call the box of-
fice at (716) 847-0850, Mon-
day to Friday from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM.

PIG ‘n PINT premieres  
Thursday, August 12 from 
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Do you 
like beer, barbecue, live 
music from Dark Road duo 
and throwing axes? Yes you 
read that right, axes! Event 
MC’d by Jason Marble aka 
DJ Frost... and tour the 
Historic Hull House and 
the farmstead. For details 
and Tickets go to hullfam-
ilyhome.com. Click on the 
Buy Tickets prompt.

Denim & Diamonds 
takes place at Riverside 
Park on August 27, 2021 
from 6:00-10:00 pm. In-
dividual tickets are $125, 
pairs of tickets are $200. 
Tickets include open bar, 
food stations, access to si-
lent and live auctions and 
more! VIP Table of 8 — 
$2,000. VIP table includes 
reserved seating, special 
recognition, and dedicated 
service with exceptional 
wine and dessert pairing 
Only 10 VIP tables left!

ERAP COMMUNITY 
POP-UP EVENT happens 
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 
at 12:00-4:00 P.m. on 385 
Paderewski Drive, Matt 
Urban Center. Apply for 
NYS Emergency Rental As-
sistance with help from our 
Eviction Prevention Team!
Plus resources from Com-
munity Health Center of-
Buffalo, United Healthcare, 
and free refreshments. Vis-
it urbanctr.org/hope-ser-
vices/hope-center/erap for a 
list of required documents 
for ERAP application.

THE ANNUAL COMMU-
NITY DAY happens on 
Saturday, July 24, 2021 
at 11:00-1:30 P.m. on 664 
Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, NY 
14212 at the Sould Saving 
Revival Center. Saturday 
will be filled with food, 
drinks, dunk tanks, prizes 
and more.

Submit Your 
Community Event to

editor.buffalorocket
@gmail.com

Trinity Episcopal 
Church: Would you like 
your children to experience 
the pleasure of an old-fash-
ioned Christmas pageant 
without all the rehearsals 
and hassle? Then bring them 
to Trinity Church, 371 Dela-
ware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 
at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 24th dressed as an 
angel, shepherd, king, Mary, 
Joseph, star, or animal (ANY 
animal will do). All children 
will be incorporated into a 
retelling of the Christmas 
story. Familiar Christmas 
carols will be sung. “It looks 
a lot like a pageant,” says the 
Rev. Matt Lincoln, Rector of 
Trinity, “but it is not a per-
formance by children for an 
audience. It is really a way 
for children to worship God 
by experiencing something 
like going to Bethlehem to 
see the Christ Child. That is 
why we invite them to par-
ticipate without rehearsals. 
At the same time, grandpar-
ents get to see their grand-
children looking angelic!” 
Trinity Church is a metro-
politan house of prayer – a 
community of worship and 
spiritual inquiry, welcoming 
all people. For more infor-
mation, call 716-852-8314 or 
email The Rev. Matt Lincoln 
at mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.
org.

A Trivia Night to benefit 
Dog Ears Bookstore & Café, 
a nonprofit community book-
store located in South Buffa-
lo, will take place on Satur-
day, Feb. 3, at Bishop Timon 
- St. Jude High School, 601 
McKinley Parkway, Buffalo. 
Doors will open at 6 p.m., 
with trivia by quizmaster 
Gary Browne kicking off at 
7 p.m. This is a “BYO” food 
and drink event. A split club 
and basket raffle will also be 
featured at the event. Thirty 
tables are available for triv-
ia teams, with eight seats 
per table. The cost is $25 per 
person. For more informa-
tion, please call Dog Ears at 
823-2665 or visit the book-

Garden Walk Buffalo, 
America’s largest garden 
tour, is looking for submis-
sions of original artwork 
to promote the 2024 event, 
which will be held from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, July 27 & 28, 2024. 
Garden Walk Buffalo will 
be celebrating its 30th an-
niversary in 2024. Entries 
are due Wednesday, Jan-
uary 31, 2024. This is an 
opportunity to share your 
artwork with hundreds of 
local gardeners and tens of 
thousands of visitors from 
around the U.S., Canada, 
and abroad. Email your en-
try to aclark@gardensbuffa-
loniagara.com. Include ART 
ENTRY in the subject line. 
If possible, zip your files or 
use a service like wetrans-
fer. For more information, 
email GardenWalkBuffalo@
GardensBuffaloNiagara.
com or call (716) 247-5004.

At The Buffalo AKG: 
Adult Studio Classes Open 
For Registration Guests 
can register for classes at 
buffaloakg.org/studioclass-
es Registration is required. 
All supplies are provided. 
Intro to Oil Painting: Land-
scape and Portraits (Four-
Week Series, Ages 16+) 
Learn about composition 
and color theory by looking 
at works in the collection 
and create a naturalistic 
portrait and or landscape. 
No experience necessary; 
geared for beginners. 
Thursdays, January 18, 25; 
February 1, 8 6–8 pm. For 
further information, please 
contact Karen Duval, Man-
ager of Access & Studio 
Programs, at 716 270 8249 
or kduval@buffaloakg.org. 

Ten Lives Club. Beauty 
Blends Tattoo & Spa: The 
event was held at Beauty 
Blends located at 9290 Bos-

Call our office at:

632-0808
for details!

Your ads could reach 

10,000
homes EVERY week?

Did you 
know...

Corporate Office:
9195 Main Street
Clarence, NY 14031
716.632.0808 | 716.632.8586 fax
www.GallagherPrinting.com

Buffalo Rocket:
PO Box 271
Buffalo, NY 14207
716.873.2594 | 716.632.8586 fax
www.BuffaloRocket.com

Dennis M. Gallagher
yourprinter2507@aol.com

716.361.5764 cell

store at 688 Abbott Road.

ton State Rd Boston, NY 
14025. During the event, 
guests picked tattoo designs 
from a flash sheet with a va-
riety of cat themed tattoos. 
The tattoo and spa studio 
also offered quick glow fa-
cials, hair braiding and 
hair tinseling. The event 
raised over $1,000 for the 
cats at Ten Lives Club! For 
more information about this 
event, please contact their 
main shelter at (716) 646-
5577 x.2.

SeniorSenior

TRIVIATRIVIA
1) What is ciabatta?

________________________________________________

2. What is the name of the 1980s cop drama series starring

actor William Shatner?

________________________________________________

3) In which year did the Gulf oil spill occur?

________________________________________________

4) Who invented penicillin?

________________________________________________

5) Monaco is bordered on three sides by which European

country?

________________________________________________

6) Which state’s nickname is “The Land of Enchantment”?

________________________________________________

7) What is the name of the police chief in the movie “Jaws”?

________________________________________________

8) What does the J.D. stand for in a law degree?

________________________________________________

9) Which singer had a breakout hit with “I Kissed a Girl”?

________________________________________________

Last Answers: 1. Bing Crosby, 2. 4, 3. Macy’s, 4. Charles 
Dickens, 5. Blue Christmas, 6. Turkey, 7. Randy, 8. Cupid, 

9. 1964, 10. 364

Pop Quiz
Test your knowledge!

??? ???

WE’RE HERE 
TO HELP!

24 HOUR 
CRISIS HOTLINE

buffalo and erie county

716-834-3131

24 HOUR 
ADDICTION 

HOTLINE
buffalo and erie county

716-831-7007
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LEGAL

 CLASSIFIED

SAM TERRANOVA
716-563-0836

Siding, Gutters, 
Masonry, Repair, 

Quality Work

Notice of Formation of Thermo King 
Northeast, LLC.  Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York on 10/26/2023.  Office loca-
tion:  Erie County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to Thermo King Northeast, 
LLC, 583 South St., New Britain, CT  
06051.  Purpose:  any lawful activity. 52

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK INDEX NO. 
814889/2022 COUNTY OF ERIE __
___________________________
__________________ GOVERN-
MENT LOAN SECURITIZATION 
TRUST 2011-FV1, U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPAC-
ITY BUT SOLELY AS DELAWARE 

Notice of formation of The Hartley 
Clinic PLLC. Application of Author-
ity filed with the NY Dept of State 
on 12/05/23. Office located in Erie 
County. NY Secretary of State 
(NYSS) is designated the agent 
upon whom process against the 
PLLC may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the PLLC at 3400 
Bissonnet Street, #270, Houston, 

TRUSTEE AND U.S. BANK NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN 
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY AS CO-TRUSTEE Plain-
tiff, vs. T.B., A MINOR CHILD, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF PEDRO BIRDSONG 
A/K/A PEDRO T. BIRDSONG, BY 
AND THROUGH HER NATURAL 
GUARDIAN, TAMARA HENRY; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DISTRIB-
UTEES OF THE ESTATE OF PE-
DRO BIRDSONG A/K/A PEDRO T. 
BIRDSONG, any and all persons un-
known to plaintiff, claiming, or who 
may claim to have an interest in, or 
general or specific lien upon the real 
property described in this action; 
such unknown persons being herein 
generally described and intended to 
be included in the following designa-
tion, namely: the wife, widow, hus-
band, widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, admin-
istrators, devisees, legatees, cred-
itors, trustees, committees, lienors, 
and assignees of such deceased, 
any and all persons deriving interest 
in or lien upon, or title to said real 
property by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their respective 
wives, widows, husbands, widow-
ers, heirs at law, next of kin, descen-
dants, executors, administrators, de-
visees, legatees, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lienors and assigns, all 
of whom and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to plaintiff; 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 
ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES; FINANCIAL 
TRUST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
S/B/M/T ERIE METRO FEDER-
AL CREDIT UNION; JOHN DOE 
(REFUSED TO PROVIDE NAME); 
TAMARA HENRY, “JOHN DOE #3” 
through “JOHN DOE #12,” the last 
ten names being fictitious and un-
known to plaintiff, the persons or 
parties intended being the tenants, 
occupants, persons or corpora-
tions, if any, having or claiming an 
interest in or lien upon the premis-
es, described in the complaint, De-
fendants. Plaintiff designates ERIE 
as the place of trial situs of the real 
property SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-
MONS Mortgaged Premises: 52 
FLOSS STREET, BUFFALO, NY 
14211 Section: 101.260, Block: 7, 
Lot: 16.000 __________________
____________________________
_ To the above named Defendants 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 
answer the Complaint in the above 
entitled action and to serve a copy 
of your Answer on the plaintiff’s at-
torney within twenty (20) days of the 
service of this Summons, exclusive 
of the day of service, or within thirty 

(30)days after service of the sameis 
complete where service is madein 
any manner other than by personal 
delivery within the State. TheUnited 
States of America, if designated as 
a defendant in this action,may an-
swer or appear within sixty(60)days 
of service. Your failure toappear or 
to answer will result in ajudgment 
against you by default forthe relief 
demanded in the Complaint. In the 
event that a deficiencybalance re-
mains from the sale proceeds, a 
judgment may be entered against 
you. NOTICE OF NATURE OF AC-
TION AND RELIEF SOUGHT THE 
OBJECT of the above caption action 
is to foreclose a Mortgage to secure 
the sum of $47,250.00 and interest, 
recorded on November 01, 1993, in 
Liber 12368 at Page 762, of the Pub-
lic Records of ERIE County, New 
York., covering premises known as 
52 FLOSS STREET, BUFFALO, NY 
14211. The relief sought in the within 
action is a final judgment directing 
the sale of the premises described 
above to satisfy the debt secured 
by the Mortgage described above. 
ERIE County is designated as the 
place of trial because the real prop-
erty affected by this action is located 
in said county. NOTICE YOU ARE 
IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR 
HOME If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by serving 
a copy of the answer on the attorney 
for the mortgage company who filed 
this foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment may be en-
tered and you can lose your home. 
Speak to an attorney or go to the 
court where your case is pending 
for further information on how to an-
swer the summons and protect your 
property. Sending a payment to the 
mortgage company will not stop the 
foreclosure action. YOU MUST RE-
SPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 
FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. Dated: 
October 12, 2023 ROBERTSON, 
ANSCHUTZ, SCHNEID, CRANE 
& PARTNERS, PLLC Attorney for 
Plaintiff Theresa Regis, Esq. 900 
Merchants Concourse, Suite 310 
Westbury, NY 11590 516-280-7675.                           
2

Notice of formation of Zen Zone 
Property Maintenance LLC. Articles 
of Org. filed with the Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/23. Office in 
Erie County. SSNY is the designated 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 200 ayer rd 
buffalo NY 14221. Any lawful pur-
pose.                                              52

KATHERINE MILLER-PROCKNAL 
PSYCHOLOGIST PLLC. Articles of 
Organization for KATHERINE MILL-
ER-PROCKNAL PSYCHOLOGIST 
PLLC were filed with the NY Depart-
ment of State on August 28, 2023. The 
Office of the PLLC is in Erie County. 
The NY Secretary of State has been 
designated as the agent upon whom 
process may be served. NYSS may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC 
at: 73 Fayette Avenue, Buffalo, NY 
14223. The purpose of the PLLC is 
any lawful purpose permitted for this 
PLLC under NY Limited Liability Com-
pany Act. The duration of the PLLC is 
perpetual.                                              1

Under §182 of the New York State Lien 
Law Lincoln Self Storage will sell at PUB-
LIC AUCTION all of the personal proper-
ty stored by: GHD ROBSON WOESE, 
H122; JOSEPH FARRUGGIA, D216; 
ROSEMARY CSATI, I107; DOUGLAS 
TURNAGE, B202 & D228; ADONTE 
WILLIAMS, A106; TASHNEEN PRIM, 
J107; COURTNEY DUKES, B107; NO-
VIAR SAID, C112; CHRISTINE & SAKI 
SALAAM, E110; YOLANDA COLLINS, 
E140; JESSICA NIEVES, E144; PAOLA 
ALVAREZ, H101; CLAIRE GAY, C101; 
LISA BROWN, C204. Auction will be on-
line at www.STORAGETREASURES.
COM on JANUARY 16, 2024 at 1 PM 
EST and ending JANUARY 23, 2024 at 
1 PM EST. Owner reserves right to bid at 
auction, reject any/all bids, cancel or ad-
journ sale. To resolve this claim contact 
Lincoln Self Storage, 716-874-1380.    1

FOR RENT

AFFORDABLE
 LIVING!

Senior 55+ commu-
nity, rent as low as 
$565/month. Includes 
all utilities plus cable 
and internet.

Contact Mary Baty at 
Brothers of Mercy 

Senior Apts.

716-759-2122

55+ community, 
rent as low as $600/
month. Includes all 
utilities plus cable 
and internet.

NO 
HEAT?

CALL/TEXT TOM’S, HVAC

716-860-9516

TX 77005. Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose.                                              5

Garageman’s Lien Sale: 1700 Abbott 
Inc sells 12/29/2023 1700 Abbott Rd 
Lackawanna NY 14218 1:00PM 12 
Cadillac 3GYFNDE39CS539827 
Re: Reynolds, J                             1

Puzzle on page four.

Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page two.



WEEK OF THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2023BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 52PAGE  8

Lab Grown Diamonds
Same Quality,

More Sustainable,
More Affordable.

A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.
• Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals
• Advance of Need Planning
• Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts
• Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

Our family 
helping your family 

celebrate life.

SQhair
sqhairsalon.com

OFFERING 
$15 HAIRCUTS$15 HAIRCUTS
ON TUESDAYS
APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

CALL FOR DETAILS

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com

BANQUET ROOM 
ACCOMMODATES  

UP TO 45 PEOPLE
Call  for Reservat ions

1545 HERTEL AVENUE  836-5411
2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS

WITH 2 LITER SODA

$$36.0036.00
LARGE 5 TOPPING PIZZA

Veggie or Meat
  Red, White or Bleu Cheese Sauces Available 

ALL YOU CAN EATALL YOU CAN EAT  SPAGHETTI!SPAGHETTI!
Tuesday Only
Dine In Only
All Day CHEESE PIZZA

& 20 WINGS
$3.00 OFF

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

EVERYDAY EVERYDAY 
SPECIALSPECIAL

$24.00

$4.99

The Wellington Pub
NEXT TO BOB & JOHNS NEXT TO BOB & JOHNS 1541HERTEL AVENUE  •  833-98991541HERTEL AVENUE  •  833-9899

FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE FOR

TAKE OUT

Vo ted  BUFFALO ’S  BEST

F I SH  FRY
by  A r t v o i ce

SERVED ALL DAY
FRIDAY ONLY 

Delivery
11 am Until

Closing

Our 50th 
Year!

EVERYDAY SPECIAL
(2) Regular 14” Cheese Pizzas

$30.00$30.00

Buffalo RocketAS SEEN IN THE

www.buffalorocket.com

X-Large
Eggs

  $2.00

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

1191 HERTEL AVENUE
WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

VOTED 
BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY

  –BUFFALO SPREE 

USDA Choice 

New York
Strip Steak

 $10.99 lb.

BONELESS & SKINLESS
Chicken Breasts

$1.99  lb.

Surf & Turf
Special

9 oz. 
Lobster Tail

& 
12 oz. 

NY Strip Steak

$30.24

31-40 COUNT
Cooked
Shrimp

$8.99 lb. doz.

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
New Year ’s Eve (Sun. Dec 31): 8 am - 3 pm

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Business Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

6-8 oz. Sirloin Steaks
5 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  Pork 

Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Legs
4 lbs. Chicken Breasts
4 lbs. Italian Sausage
3 lb. Pork Roast
3 lbs. Sahlens Hot Dogs

www.johnnysmeats.com

Slab 
Bacon

 $4.89 lb.

$95 MEAT
PACKAGE

$125 MEAT
PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin Steaks
4 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  Pork 

Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Legs
4 lbs. Italian Sausage
3 lbs. Sahlens
 Hot Dogs


