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Oscar Smuckler closes his law office after twenty

many friends in North Buf-
falo.”

For the past twenty years,
Smukler could be seen in his
office from 5:00 in the morn-
ing until after 5:00 in the
afternoon. He would always
smile and say, “l just work
half a day.”

Oscar Smukler, a gradu-
ate of School 45 and La-
fayette High School, was
recently honored by being
selected for a spot on the
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Oscar Smukler Closes Law
Office on Hertel Avenue

some big name projects in-
cluding the design of the
Mt. Morris Dam, the Ni-
agara Power Project and
the Lancaster Flood Control
Project.

In 1946, Oscar used his
G.1. bill to attend law school
where he earned his J.D.
degree. Because jobs for re-
cent law school graduates
were not in high demand at
the time, he returned to his
original field of engineering.

was located in the Pierce
Plant on ElImwood Avenue.
For the next thirty-eight
years, he practiced both
teaching and law. Toward
the end of his tenure at Erie
Community College, he took
a leave from law to assume
administrative duties, first
as chair of the department,
then as vice-president of the
city campus and finally as
acting president of the col-
lege.

high school’s prestigious Hewas hired as a project en- Oscar said that it was al-
Wall of Fame. gineer during the construc- ways a treat to be stopped
After graduating from tion of the Ford Stamping by a former student. “I took

Lafayette, Oscar attended

Plant in Woodlawn. Upon

your class in Structural De-

years on Hertel Avenue. Purdue University where he completion of the construc- sign,” they would remind
Sixty-two years after law office at 1438 Hertel Av-  earned a degree in Civil en-  tion, he opened his own law  him. “Do you remember

graduation from SUNY at enue. gineering. After thirty-three office and began the next me?” Oscar always replied,

Buffalo's law school, and “This is the biggest deci- months in the Navy during phase of his career. “Only if | passed you.”

being one of the Buffalo
Rocket'’s longest continuous
advertiser, attorney Oscar
Smukler will be closing his

sion I've ever had to make,”
Oscar said. “I love not just
the practice of law but also
all of my clients and my

World War Il, he returned
to Buffalo and went to work
for the Corps of Engineers.
While there, he worked on

The Hertel North Buf-
falo Business Association
will host a “Town Hall”
style meeting open to the
public on Tuesday, No-
vember 13, 2012 at 6:00
pm at the North Buffalo
Community Center, 203
Sanders Road. Business
owners, Block Clubs and
(esidents are all invited

Town Hall Style Meeting November 13th |

to attend this meeting.
Representatives from
the Buffalo Police De-
partment, City of Buf-
falo Building Inspection
Department as well as
Councilmember Mi-
chael LoCurto will be on
hand to discuss issues
regarding safety and se-
curity in the area. This

is a chance for the com-
munity to express their
concerns, get informa-
tion, and get answers
from the City of Buffalo
officials. Refreshments
will be available.

For more information
contact the Hertel North
Buffalo Business Asso-
ciation at 877-1776. J

DON'T FORGET TO

ON ELECTION DAY
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH

Clocks Fall )
Back Sunday

to Standard Time.
It's a good time to

change thesbatteries

in your smoké alarms

\as well. o,

In 1952, Smukler was
asked to teach a surveying
course at what in now Erie
Community college, which

With a long-held interest in
college athletics, Smukler
officiated basketball games

(con't on page 4)

Joseph Korona Receives
Founders Award

Joseph Korona

Joseph Korona, proprietor

cently at the Fourth Annu-
al Grant Amherst Business
Association Awards Dinner.
He received the Founders
Award in recognition of the
years he served the Asso-

ciation as President, Vice-
President, Secretary and
Treasurer in the 1980s and
90s.

Joe continues to serve as
the organization’s liaison to
the Black Rock Riverside
Good Neighbors Planning
Alliance, and as a trusted
advisor to current Grant
Amherst Business Asso-
ciation President Mark Ku-
biniec, Proprietor of Joe's
Service Center.

For the last two years Ko-

This Sunday, No- | of Korona Jewelers on Her-  rona Jewelers has donated
vember 4th, theclocks | o] Avenue, was honored re-  the Black Rock Pendant
“fall back” one hour

for the Discover Amherst
Street Festival in mid-June.
The beautiful Black Rock
Pendant is the grand prize
for the Festival's fundrais-
ing drive.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Local Weather
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

WINGATE MANAGEMENT IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR 1, 2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS.

Large units, located on the upper west side, including all utilities,
appliances, 24 hr. emergency maintenance and a professional onsite
management staff.

Applicants must meet HUD Section 8 criteria, including income
requirements. A thorough background check is required. @
Please visit our rental office at 491 Connecticut St. B

for an application or call 88 1—2233 EHO

Complimentary Shuttle Service
Auto & Light Truck Repairs
NY State Inspections

FREE 31-Point Safety Check
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1 Locally Owned A -
] with Oil Change & this coupon
1 + [

| &Operated for 50+ Years! Exp. 11/30/12
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www.JoesService.com A m
1602 Elmwood Ave. -

S BRA3

NORTH BUFFALO
Dental Group gy

Dr. Amy E. Vogt e,

Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry we

CSEA, GHI Preferred, NOVA,
Guardian, Metlife & Most Insurances

We Accept MEDICAID

1600 HERTEL AVENUE @ BHW
836-2242 ¢ 803-1600 .

\VA =d ol N
A1\ AN

LAWNCADE & ENDWDLOWING
Don t be fooled by last year’s mild WlnterI

eliable & Experienced
3 Vehicles
12 Years in business
Hometown owned & operated.
Anchored in the community

Payment Plans
Available!

Free Pizza from Bob and John's LaHacianda: M. Russo. 97 Norwalk Ave,
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The Adventures of...

by Doug Smit

Rocket Man

‘Last Train To Oakville’

Cue the Monkees. The last
train to Oakville has left the
station. No more reserva-
tions. Actually, there never
were.

One of the Niagara Fron-
tier'sbest-kept travel secrets,
Via Rail's commuter train to
Toronto from the statuesque
Niagara Falls Whirlpool
Station on the Canadian
side, has gone the way of the
buggy and the easy airport
check-in.

In its later years, Via
named it The General Brock.
It departed just after reveil-
le and reported to Toronto
Union in time for 9-to-5ers to
start their workday. After a
photogenic crossing of Twen-
ty Creek, an eye-popping
swing around Hamilton Bay,
and a last pause at Oakuville,
its rolling panorama offered
the guilty pleasure of cruis-
ing past jammed traffic on

the Gardiner and the “Q” 90
kilometers per, with Lake
Ontario glimmering in the
background.

Three years ago Rocket
Man treated his golf clubs to
a ride on The Brock, playing
two Toronto courses using
only bus and subway and re-
turning at twilight, seatmat-
ing a physical trainer from
Burlington.

Another time his excursion-
ing railroad club transferred
from The Brock to Canada’s
Northlander on an adjacent
track. Clambering down and
out of one car and up and
into the other, we looked like
a squadron of ants changing
jelly doughnuts.

The same club made an
annual Christmas-shopping
daytrip to Toronto. While
the exchange was more fa-
vorable then, the best gift
of all was the companion-

Your ads could reach

10,000 homes
EVERY week?

ship, particularly during the
sleepy satisfaction of the re-
turn trip, the train clanging
and hooting past Peninsula
grade crossings. One eve-
ning young hooligans pelted
us with rocks. Rocket Man
hoped it wound up in their
stockings.

One train remains on the
Route of the Brock, the late-
afternoon Maple Leaf from
New York, undependable
because of the lengthy Cus-
toms check, and with a less
convenient schedule even
when it's on time.

Green and white accordi-
on-shaped GO (Government
of Ontario) Trains run there
in the summer on a schedule
designed to accommodate
daytripping Torontonians.

And for the carless or the
cautious, there's still com-
muter service to Toronto
— via GO Bus, which trans-
ports travelers to Burling-
ton, to board GO Train from
there. Somehow we just
can't imagine “Last Bus to
Burlington” much inspiring
Mickey Dolenz.

The General Brock, old sol-
dier of Peninsula rails, has
faded away.

E-mail Rocket Man via pol-
lyndoug@hotmail.com.

Call our office at:

873-2595

for details!

i e

KIDS NEED YOUR
GUIDANCE.
SHOW THEM

THROUGH
GOOD
EXAMPLE!

If your name is found in the
BUFFALO ROCKET
to win a FREE PIZZA, take
proof of identification to
BOB & JOHN'S
LA HACIENDA
at 1545 Hertel Avenue and pick
up your FREE PIZZA If your
name is listed in the BUFFALO
ROCKET to win
NORTH PARK
THEATRE PASSES
bring proof of identification to
the BUFFALO ROCKET OFFICE
AT 2522 Delaware Avenue to
pick up your 2 FREE PASSES.
PIZZAS - TAKE OUT ONLY -
MUST BE WITHIN ONE WEEK
OF THE DATE THAT YOUR
NAME APPEARS IN THE
BUFFALO ROCKET

™

Open:

Monday - Friday
8:30 am -5 pm
Saturday 9 am - 2 pm

A T,

No appointment necessary

2246 Niagara St., Buffalo, N.Y. 14207

N.Y.S. Inspection Plus, Inc.

We Do It All!
Honest Work — Reasonable Prices!
Check Engine Light Specialists
Photo Inspections for Insurance Companies

Vehicle Inspection $10

Expires 12/31/12 BR43

871 - 1002

Free Movie Passes to North Park Theatre: C. Henderson. 275 Norwalk Ave.

Amvets Medallion Post 13

25 Review Place eBuffalo, NY 14207 «874-0559

3 Banquet Rooms Available
For Weddings=MeetingseShowerse
Parties=Etc.

Monday Night BINGO at 7:30pm
Share the Wealth = Progressive

BINGO Every Tuesday at 7:30pm
Share The Wealth, Progressive
and now featuring Powerball!

Fish Fry Every Friday from 4-8pm

Security On Premises
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Buffalo Beat
hy Joe Bortz

"Father Joe Moreno"

Why? | wondered as I read
with interest the article in
the Sunday Buffalo News,
why a reporter would spend
time writing a lengthy nega-
tive article about our beloved
Father Joe. The reporter,
with assistance of

another reporter,
was able to find
enough “anony-

mous” sources to
attempt to put a
stain on the past
of this man who
did so much for
so many. If you
subscribe to the
News, and hap-
pened to have read
the article, you
will notice that the
people who made
positive comments
were all properly
named. Just so happens
these News reporters found
it necessary to dig into his
history and find quotes from
un-named people that had
negative things to say. At
one time if someone chose
not to identify themselves
in an interview with a re-
porter, their story was not
published and considered
hearsay. Even if these em-
bellished accusations were
all true, why bring them up?
The man is gone and has
left a legacy few men could
achieve in such a short life.
What he did was obvious by
the outpouring of human-
ity at his services last week.
What point are they trying
to make? That in spite of all
the good he did, he was still
human?

I have personally known
Father Joe Moreno since he
was a boy. | believe he even
delivered the Rocket at one
time. 1 know for sure we
covered the ceremony when
he achieved Eagle Scout
ranking in the Boy Scouts
of America. He has a great
family and his father was
often in the Rocket office
when it was on Tacoma. |
recall a very shy young Joe
Moreno coming into the of-
fice with his father to sell
some kind of ticket for a Boy
Scout fund raiser. He could
barely get the words out he
was so nervous. The pre-
pared speech was finally de-
livered with the help of his
dad. I did my best to make

him feel comfortable and of
course bought what he was
selling. | was shocked when
I found out a few years later,
that this shy young man was
going into the priesthood.
How in the world would he

Fr. Joe Moreno and his parents as he received
his Eagle Scout ranking in the Boy Scouts.

be able to give homilies and
address religious problems?
Let me tell you he did a
great job. Our paths crossed
often as he was familiar face
in North Buffalo, both at St
Margaret's and at the Dis-
trict five police station.

I recall a decade ago, when
the Kiwanis Club of Toronto
was funding a marching
band to participate in Drums
Along the Waterfront. They
had asked our Kiwanis club
if they could possibly ar-
range to provide lunch for
this huge group of Kids. I
do not recall the number,
but it was huge, like over
100. Knowing Father Joe
was well known at LaNova
pizzeria, | asked if he could
possibly get us a good deal.
The deal was the best you
could ask for. Enough piz-
za and wings to feed these
young teenagers and at no
cost to us. | use this as an
example of the way Father
Joe worked. Over the years
he helped our Kiwanis club
help the needy, over and
over again. He was always
there when we needed him,
not only for donations, but
spiritual guidance.

No doubt he was un-
orthodox, | even heard he
had Buffalo Bills patches
sewn on his vestments dur-
ing Sunday mass. He was
a huge Bills fan and made
no bones about it. Maybe
this is another unorthodox
overlooked thing he did as a
priest. Wonder why our re-

porters did not find another
anonymous donor with that
story. | accidentally met him
in Los Angeles at the Super
Bowl game between Buffalo
and Dallas walking around
outside before the game.
He told me he was there to
pray for divine intervention
to help the Bills win. Maybe
he was too unorthodox to get
that kind of help as we got
bombed. Dallas took us to
the cleaners and it was the
worst of the four Super Bowl
losses we had.

Not too long ago he
stopped by to present the
Rocket with a cer-
tificate from Jay
Leno, thanking the
publication for all
it does for the com-
munity. He present-
ed me and my wife
with mugs depict-
ing Father Joe and
Jay Leno sitting to-
gether, drinking tea
I suppose. We now
cherish those mugs
and will no longer
drink our coffee out
of them.

The lasttime we ran

into Father Joe was
at Ted's on Niagara Falls
Boulevard this summer.
He was alone and having a
small snack before doing a
5:30 mass at a church down
the street on the boulevard.
He told us he often does
masses at other churches
and LOVES doing them. In
fact the pastor of St Mary’s
church on Transit, who also
was at St. Margaret’s, said
Father Joe recently called to
see if he needed him to fill in
on any masses. Funny how
the story in the News said
he did not show for masses.
Again it was from one of
those “anonymous” sources
based on hearsay but pub-
lished anyway. Perhaps in
25 years it did happen and
again was embellished in
the article to make it a nega-
tive. Poor reporting?

At this last meeting at
Ted's, Father Joe went on
about the 25th anniver-
sary of his ordination. He
expressed his disappoint-
ment we were not there as
he looked for us, but at the
time | had a very sick wife.
He said he was so pleased
and proud as there were
over 1,000 people in atten-
dance. Now does this sound
like a person with anything
but an overwhelming posi-
tive past? Yikes, you report-
ers, give me a break!

I could not even get down
Hertel to get to his wake
and it was impossible to
get to his funeral. It was
likened to the passing of a

very prominent dignitary.
I only hope he realizes now
how much he meant to so
many people. Let me ask
you News reporters, was it
necessary to defame him at
this time just to sell a few
papers? Was that the inten-
tion of the editor when he
gave you the assignment?
Find something bad about
this man even if you can-
not back it with names? |
know in my mind I will al-

ways remember our Father
Joe as smiling and jovial in
a soft spoken way. Always,
always, there to help those
who needed help or guid-
ance. Perhaps, maybe some-
times, at his own expense. |
always regarded him as
North Buffalo's angel in
priest's clothing. | offer my
condolences, to his dad and
sister and may he now, Rest
In Peace.
JBORTZE@aol.com

Holiday Arcts, Crafts
& Pie Fair

Come to Buy or Sell: Table Rental 520

Crafts, Jewelry, Collectibles

Saturday, December 1,2012 S h
9:30AM Until 2:00PM Ta_PEStr)p
Homemade Pie! Eat in or Take out Schoey

TAPESTRY CHARTER SCHOOLT™

Lester H. Wedekindt™

@ —~ Funeral Home —
Tl. A SERVICE WORTHY OF YOUR CONSIDERATION

If you should need an honest, caring funeral director, give
Lester Wedekindt the chance to serve you and your family.

You will find our funeral home to be very comfortable
and our professional assistants very accommodating.

We make sure everyone can afford us;
no one is ever turned away.

We are located only minutes away at

3290 Delaware Ave., south of Sheridan Dr.
877-7979

Free Pizza from Bob and John's LaHacianda: R. Stratton. 749 Crescent Ave.

MIKE MADIGAN

== FOR CONGRESS

/ Pro-Business

/ Pro-School

Competition

/ Pro-Balanced
Budget

/ Pro-Family

/ Pro-Life

MMforCongress.com ~ (716)768.1116

Paid for by Mike Madigan for Congress
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Oscar
Smuckler
Closes Hertel
Law Office

(con't from front page)

for thirty years. During
that time, he even officiated
overseas in Eastern Europe
in countries including Rus-
sia and the former Yugosla-
via.

Along the way, his bud-
ding interest in real estate
development led him and
four of his friends to build
Fantasy Island in the early
1960's. He also developed
the strip plaza on Hertel Av-
enue near Delaware Avenue
and helped to convert the
empty School 22 on Hun-
tington Avenue into thirty
residential apartments.

Asked what his fondest
and most enjoyable mem-
ory is, he replied, “the vot-
ers of North Buffalo having
enough confidence to elect
me on five different occa-
sions as their representa-
tive on the Buffalo Board of
Education.”

As he prepared to leave
his office, for what may be
one of the last times in a
long and highly success-
ful career, Oscar Smukler
reflected, “It's been a good
ride, and | give thanks to
God, to my family and to my
many good friends”

BEWARE

Do Not Junk
Your Car To
An Unlicensed
Auto Recycler
or Tower!

There are many
Environmental and
D.M.V. issues that must
be handled properly or
you may be liable.

For a Professional
Environmentally Safe
and Licensed Auto
Dismantler, Call:

Mam

U-Pull It Inc.
2150 William St.

The Home of No
Bl”t OV@/’ 599«'

896-1775

7Days a Week

For Absolutely the
Highest Prices Paid with
the Same Day Service!
DMV #7087578
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Felonies

From “D” District

North Buffalo

October 23, 2012
Middlesex Rd. - Com-
plainant reports that un-
known person (s) did en-
ter garage and did take,
without permission, one
pair of gloves, once small
pair of earphones and
twenty dollars.

October 26, 2012

St. Lawrence Ave. - Com-
plainant reports that
unknown person(s) did
enter his locked garage
by unknown means and
did take, without per-
mission, his motorized,
gas powered skateboard,
valued at $500.

West Side

October 23, 2012
Herkimer St. - Com-
plainant reports that un-
known person(s) did kick
in the bottom door and
upper door and entered
apartment. Once inside,
did take, without permis-
sion, one refrigerator.

Bird Ave. - Complainant
reports that known His-
panic male did slash all
four of his tires on his
vehicle.

Delavan Ave. - Com-
plainant reports that
unknown person(s) did
enter his vehicle, take,
without permission, a
leather coat and GPS
and did set front seat on
fire.

Riverside

October 23, 2012
Tonawanda St. - Com-
plainant reports that un-
known person (s) did enter
his apartment through a
previously broken win-
dow. Taken was household
property, valued under
$1 000.
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October 25, 2012

Laird Ave. - Witness re-
ports that she did observe
suspect, a Hispanicfemale,
throw a brick through
complainant’s vehicle and
breaking rear window and
drive away. 20 minutes
later, returned and threw
2 more bricks through the
windshield. Complainant
also reports that suspect
took 42 inch television
from back seat of vehicle.

Tonawanda St. - Com-
plainant reports that 2
unknown suspects ap-
proached him stating
they wanted his sneakers.
Complainant refused and
was struck in the back of
the head. Suspects did
take complainant's wallet,
which was recovered at
Niagara and Forest with
$10 missing.

Lawn Ave. - Complainant
reports that subcontrac-
torswere in her apartment
doing work and when she
returned home, her jewel-
ry was missing. Value over
$1,000.

October 28, 2012
Farmer St. - Defendant
did, following an argu-
ment, place various pieces
of clothing belonging to
complainant, in a plastic
tote outside and did start
said tote on fire. The fire
did cause some siding
from the house to melt off.
Defendant did not answer
door when officers and fire
department were knock-
ing. Fire Dept. had to
forcefully gain entry.
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Century 21 Balesteri is located at 1705 Hertel Avenue

near Starin Avenue.

Owned and operated by
Nick Balesteri, Century 21
Balesteri has been helping
the people of Western New
York to purchase and sell their
homes for over 20 years.

After initially getting his
Real Estate License in the late
70s, Nick would soon get his
brokerts license and move
to Hertel Avenue as the Co-
Owner/Broker of a Century 21

Member Spotlight is a feature presented by the Hertel North Buffalo Business Association, 1510 Hertel Avenue,
Buffalo, NY 14216. Members of the Association are picked through a lottery type selection and then scheduled
in that order to appear in the Buffalo Rocket. To become a member of the Hertel North Buffalo Business As-
sociation please visit their website at http://www.hertel-ave.com or call 877-1776 for more information
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Building they can assist you.

Century 21 Balesteri pro-
vides all their clients with top-
notch service, utilizing Print,
Web and Social media to ad-
vertise a Sellerds properties to
potential buyers. They also
provide these Sellers with a
Market analysis to assist them
in establishing a fair price to
sell their home.

In addition to Century
21 Balesteri, Nick is also the
owner of CRE Mortgaging
and Tiger Builders, all based
out of 1705 Hertel, truly mak-
ing it your one stop shop for
anything home related. From
purchasing and selling, to
building or remodeling, to y-
nancing and even reynancing
we can assist you with every

franchise. In 1989, Nick de-
cided to open his own ofyce
just across the street at 1705
Hertel Avenue where he has
been located for well over 20  step of the process.
years. For more information
They specialize in both and to speak with one of their
Commercial and Residential fully licensed agents to get
Real Estate. Whether you Yyou started, please call them
are looking to Purchase or at 837-7000 or visit them on
Sell a Home, Condo, Busi- the web at www.century21bal-
ness, Ofyce or Apartment esteri.com

@ q)LLAGHER
RINTING, Ixc.
4¢ EACH

1,000 B&W Copies
873-2595

2522 Delaware Ave. Buffalo,
NY 14216 Restrictions Apply
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927 Grant St. @ Amherst
NFTA ROUTES 3 & 32C

L1 Holy Angels Church Bingo

Mondays ~ 7:30pm at the Polish Cadets Club
H.A. Rectory: 885-3767 Polish Cadets: 875-3211

SPECIAL PACKAGES ARE BACK !l

A Progressive Carryover A Share the Wealth A
A Red White & Blue A Bonus Ball A
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PRIZES

125 Kitchen on Premises

Lp 70 5750000

Separate Smoking &
Non-Smoking Sections

HELP US HELP YOU

#6620
0.8 381"*3
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Gutters A Siding A Chimneys A Trim A Roofing A Windows
All your home repairs at reasonable prices.

381-1/18

Accepting all major credit cards

Licensed Insured

Gutter cleaning
starting at $39

10% off siding & trim repair with this coupon

Free Pizza from Bob and John's LaHacianda: J. Stroka. 24 Ramsdell Ave.

age,

.}W'E DELIVER" Selvmg The Elmwood Vill

_________ COIT!

- } Glnos NY Pizza 4

$2 OFF
Is: Extra Large
SUN: $23.95 X-Large Pizza, Pizza
24 Wings & 2 litre of Pepsi . . ‘
. with this coupon
MON & TUES: $9'9$ o4 # BR43 Expires 11/30/12
Lange Pizza & 1 Topping =







