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First Night Buffalo will feature safe, fun, healthy activities for the whole
family, capped off with a balloon drop at the end of the evening.

Looking for something
fun and safe to do with

December 31st, from 5 pm
to 10 pm at the Buffalo Ni-

Back again is the Fam-
ily Fitness Challenge. The

your family to ring in the agara Convention Center. Independent Health Foun- He was born rently par-
New Year? Look no further The event is Buffalo’s big- dation has partnered with and raised ticipating
because First Night Buffa- gest drug- and alcohol-free  the Buffalo Bills to bring in Buffalo, in a depart-
lo is back for its 27th year New Year's Eve celebra- you a challenge where you graduating ment-wide
in downtown Buffalo. tion. First Night Buffalo can train like a Bill at NFL from Ca- fundraiser
Independent Health will feature new attrac- Play60 stations. Compete nisius Col- _ for No
Foundation’s First Night tions along with returning against your family mem- lege. His . Shave No-
Buffalo®, will be held on favorites. Continued on page 6 current as- ‘*vember.
signments They are

= = == include spe- raising
Tips for Holiday Mailing |
ects, social . - though De-

The Postal Service of- Military Mailing Dead- Military Service should be media, tech- Lieutenant Jeff Rinaldo. - coryper 16th

fers the following tips and
deadlines to make the
mailing season merry and
bright.

Key shipping dates for
December 25th arrival
are as follows: December
8th for Priority Mail Ex-
press International™; De-
cember 15th for Standard

Post; December 19th for ing with the department this Friday and Satur-
Global Express Guaran- 3 - & 'E _and each other via social ~ day. )
teed® and First-Class Cade gl X :-pi

Mail®; December 21st for
Priority Mail®; and De-
cember 23rd for Priority
Mail Express™.

lines are as follows: APO/
FPO First-Class Mail®
letters and cards as well
as APO/FPO Priority
Mail® should be mailed by
December 10th; APO/FPO
Priority Mail Express™

mailed by December 17th.
For a full list of domes-
tic, military and inter-
national deadlines go to
www.usps.com/holiday.
A self-service Kkiosk
Continued on page 6
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With Charlie Brown and the Peanuts friends on

this year’s holiday stamps, it will be a festive
season for mailing letters, cards and packages.

www.buffalorocket.com
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Buffalo Zoo Hosts
First Tree Lighting

The Buffalo Zoo will
offer reduced admis-
sion rates for its first
ever holiday tree
lighting event. The
Zoo's holiday tree
lighting event will
take place on Sat-
urday, Decem-
ber 5th. Guests
who enter the
Zoo after 3 pm
that day will
receive a re-
duced admis-
sion rate of

‘These Are the People )
INn Our Neighborhood

Lieutenant Jeff Rinal-
do has been a Buffalo Po-
lice Officer for 17 years.

$5 per person.

The Zoo's first ever
tree lighting event will
feature carol singers,
hot cocoa, a visit from
Santa and more sea-
sonal fun, all leading
up to the tree light-

ing at 5 pm.

For more infor-
mation about the
Zoo's holiday tree
lighting event,
visitwww.buffa-

lozoo.org or call

995-6133.

media like Facebook,
Nextdoor, and Twitter.
Lieutenant Jeff iscur-

nical projects and 21st
century policing initia-
tives. The Lieutenant
would like our readers
to know that the lines of
communication are open
with the Police Depart-
ment. He encourages
citizens to be more in-
volved by communicat-

and all proceeds will go
to benefit Roswell Park
Cancer Institute.
Lieutenant Rinaldo
has been the President
of the Hertel Business
Association for the past
nine years. The Associa-
tion is hosting the 20th
Annual Hertel Holidays

Lastiweekstanswers'and@QINEW CHALLENGE]

@ FINDITHEJROCKETS{CONTEST
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

Local Weather

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

s AM Showers Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
s High 44° High 44° High 50° High 49° High 43° High 47° High 44°
Low 35° Low 34° Low 35° Low 33° Low 32° Low 36° Low 34°
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Great Clips’

IT'S GONNA BE GREAT"

Child Discount

$8.99 Halircuts

@

With This Coupon

FHNPOKZJ

Expires
12-26-15

Convenient Hours: Mon-Fri 9-9 / Sat 9-6 / Sun 10-5
Offer Good Only at Delaware Consumer Square Location
2678 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo A 716-381-8700

Visit Us To See Why Great Clips Is
The #1 Hair Salon In the Country!

' All Children 12 & Under

FREE PIZZA: M. Hejna, 45 Tillinghast PI. 14216

Experienced & Knowledgeable

Spacious Chapels

Privately, Locally Owned

Memorial & Cremation Services

1
1
Cheese & 1 Item :
I
1

 $109°
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Cut
Subs

$1022

Exp.12-31-15
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The Adventures of...

by Doug Snit

Rocket Mar

A Bridge Too Famous

In was a mid-summer
night, Lewiston photog-
rapher Michael B. Stuart
decided to drop by to see
whether the South Grand
Island Bridges were feeling
photogenic. He chose the
rocky little cliff on the west
shore of the Niagara Riv-
er's east branch, between
the bridges, “the crotch
shot,” as Rocket Man so in-
delicately puts it.

“I'd never been in that
particularly spot before,”
he said, “and suddenly |
was struck with how tiny
you feel down there. The
massive arch of the bridg-
es, the trucks rumbling by
above, it was noisy, it was
scary. | began to wonder,
‘What if | fall into the river,
will anybody even know?’
So I didn't stay there more
than 10 minutes.”

Long enough. The
American Society of Civil
Engineers, for the second
time in three years, has
selected a Michael Stuart
photo of the Grand Island
Bridges for its annual cal-
endar. He's “Miss March.”
And, all the exotic engi-

neering challenges pre-
sented in the calendar,
his was the one selected
to “sell it,” the one photo
that appears in advertise-
ments.

“I WAS a little sur-
prised,” Stuart conceded.
No other bridge, not even
one in Switzerland that
seems like science-fiction,
has repeated in the ASCE
calendar. “However, they
do have different judges
every year, so | did start
with a clean plate.”

That's more than you
can say for his photo sub-
ject. Pillars stained with
rust, patches and prop-
wash, the bridges look
downright grungy. Keen
eyes will spot a speed lim-
it sign of 35, seconded by
a little orange warning.
They're being “worked
on,” as inconvenienced Is-
landers mutter.

“I think that helps
make it a more success-
ful image,” Stuart says. “It
has to play on lines, direct
the eye. The visible age,
the rust, they all help tell
a story, create an image. |

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a FREE PIZZA,
take proof of identiycation to BOB & JOHN'S LA HACIENDA at 1545
Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE PIZZA (Takeout only, must be
redeemed within one week). If your name is listed for NORTH PARK
THEATRE PASSES bring proof of identiycation to the BUFFALOROCKET
OFFICE AT 1249 Hertel Avenue to pick up your 2 FREE PASSES.

have another one I've post-
ed titled: ‘Twins, 28 years
apart.”

While officials argue
ad nauseum about the
Peace Bridge, Grand Is-
land designers didn't hesi-
tate a moment in decid-
ing, in 1963, to virtually
duplicate the single span
— the northbound bridge
—which had opened the Is-
land in 1935. Detail freaks
can spot small differences,
mostly geological necessi-
ties, but basically, if you've
seen one South Bridge,
you've seen 'em all.

Stuart’'s shot also won
the HD Range competi-
tion, a matter of details
and shadows. “That’s new
this year, a big new thing
in photography,” said Stu-
art, whose wife Nicole
specializes in flesh-and-
blood portrait photogra-
phy. Also, for the second
straight time, the bridge
shot — his 2013 entry was
the broader, southwest-
to-northeast view favored
by political office-seekers
—won as Viewers’ Choice.

The calendars go for
$10 each in multiples,
available via 1-800-548-
2723 (Rocket Man ordered
three) or on line at www.
asce.org/bookstore.

SAME YEAR, SAME
DURABILITY — Also born
in 1935 was Rocket Man'’s
First Mate, every bit as
fetching, even without her
own calendar. The date is
December 8th, next Tues-
day. She'd love to hear
from you.

E-mail pollyndoug@hot-
mail.com

PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET

at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO

AFINIty SAION....vvvvvvvrrvrevrssrerrns 3060 Delaware Avenue
Bella Mia Chocolate Shop... ..1096 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John's Pizzeria. ..1545 Hertel Avenue
Caramici's .. ..1501 Hertel Avenue

..1212 Hertel Avenue
..1705 Hertel Avenue
15 Delaware Avenue
..1247 Hertel Avenue

Caruso's Fol
Century 21.

Dash’s Supermarket.. 1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA .. 2564 Delaware Avenue
European Continental Hair Design ...1129 Kenmore Avenue
Evans Bank 2670 Delaware Avenue

...2141 Elmwood Avenue
........ 1726 Hertel Avenue
.. 2491 Delaware Avenue
........ 1249 Hertel Avenue
..3215 Delaware Avenue

Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr . 3242 Main Street

Gramma Mora’s .......... ..1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips.......veveevees .. 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel News & Tobacco Shop .........cvevne 1416 Hertel Avenue

..1631 Hertel Avenue
..1859 Hertel Avenue

Hertel Park Senior Apartments
Hertel Parker Liquors.........

Imagine Salon 1527 Hertel Avenue
Johnny’s Meats 1191 Hertel Avenue
Kenmore Bowling 1691 Kenmore Avenue
Kenmore Seafood.. ..3279 Delaware Avenue

...1530 Kenmore Avenue
..1588 Hertel Avenue
3165 Main Street

Knights of Columbus....
Korona Jewelers....
\ Lake Effect Diner

1857 Hertel Avenue
....1744 Hertel Avenue
2701 Elmwood Avenue
....... 203 Sanders Road
1600 Hertel Avenue
975 Hertel Avenue

Lonestar Fajita Grill
Marco's Delli........

...2318 Main Street
2904 Delaware Avenue
Realty USA.... ... 2427 Sheridan Drive
SCISSOMS cvvvvvrssevressnerssssneesssssssssneees 1497 Hertel Avenue
Shadow LOUNGE...occ.vvvvvvvvvrssvvrersienes 1504 Hertel Avenue
Taste of Thai.

TCIS v 2941 Delaware Avenue
Terries Workout Center ... 1473 Hertel Avenue
The Palms........... 3054 Delaware Avenue
Theater APES ..c.vvveeeveeessneresnenesns 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Thrifty Treasures. 3163 Delaware Avenue
Vanity Salon....... ....1413 Hertel Avenue

Wesselman's Inc......... ..564 Colvin Boulevard

Western New York Dental Group...........1354 Amherst Street
Welington PUD......cccccvvevvrsrivresrivnes 1541 Hertel Avenue
WEST SIDE

Baptist Manor 276 Linwood Avenue
Bavarian Nut Company.... ..822 Elmwood Avenue

Between Yesterday & Tomorrow ... 88 Grant Street

Buffalo State College 1300 Elmwood Avenue
Dibble Hardware............ccuuvvvesmmevessns 262 W Ferry Street
Buffalo Public Library ..Niagara at Porter
CWJ Lock & Key 183 Forest Ave

Concerned Ecumenical Ministry.......... 286 Lafayette Avenue
Casa diPizza.......... 477 Elmwood Avenue
COMET STOME ...ovvsvvveesivvesissssissnsisiens Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments .. ..1217 Delaware Avenue
Elmwood Square Apts .. 505 Elmwood Avenue
Ferry Street Laundry .... 77 West Ferry Street
Frontier Liquor & Bever: 121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank. wood at W. Utica
M&T Bank 130 Grant Street
Santasiero's Restaurant 1329 Niagara Street
Timon TOWers ............. ..1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments.... .33 Linwood Avenue
West Market..........c.c.ee. ..1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center .................. Vermont at Fargo
YWCA Grant Street
RIVERSIDE

AmVet; 25 Review Place
Black Rock Beverage 538 Hertel Avenue
Boys & Girls Club.......... 54 Riverdale Avenue
D District Police Station ..669 Hertel Avenue
Gambino's Liquor....... ..340 Amherst Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ...236 Military Road
First Niagara... ..201 Amherst Street
M&T Bank.............. ....188 Tonawanda Street
Nickel City Bottle Return.... 2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr .....155 Lawn Avenue
Riverside Cafe.............e. ...Tonawanda Street
Riverside Marketplace......... ....740 Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insurance Agency....... 432 Amherst Street
Tops Market .......ccc....... ..385 Amherst Street

West Hertel Liquor. 699 Hertel Avenue J
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Old Fort
will open its doors and
warmly welcome visitors
to a candlelit and festively

decorated French Castle
for its annual “Castle by

The Annual Holiday
Arts and Crafts Show at
the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Buffalo, 695
Elmwood Avenue at West
Ferry, will be held Satur-
day, December 12th from
10 am to 4 pm.

Shop local for unique
holiday gifting selections
from locally juried artisans
in one of Buffalo’s historic
church halls; a church of
English Country Gothic
design, a stunning exam-
ple of early 20th Century
Arts and Crafts aesthetic.

For further informa-
tion on the show, contact
Meredith at uucraftshow@
gmail.com.

Wb o

The Canisius College
Chorale, under the direc-
tion of Frank Scinta, will
present its annual Win-
ter Concert on Saturday,
December 5th at 7:30 pm
in the college’s Montante
Cultural Center, 2001
Main Street, Buffalo.

The evening will fea-
ture works by Hogan,
Mendelssohn, Buxtehude,
Dawson, Ticheli and oth-
ers. Admission is free and
all are welcome. For more
info call 888-2536.

Niagara

Candlelight”  fundraiser,
which benefits its educa-
tional programming.

On Saturdays, Decem-
ber 5th and 12th, between
6:30 pm and 8:15 pm the
18th century historic site
will offer guests a unique
yesteryear experience in a
setting untouched by con-
sumerism, but enhanced
by natural elements, like
evergreen boughs and pine
cones, accented with rib-
bons and homemade orna-
ments.

The festive atmosphere
will include music of fifes
and drums, Celtic favorites
and tavern songs. Cooks
will prepare and discuss
traditional holiday fare,
while period characters en-
tertain visitors with tales
of winter in the 18th cen-
tury. A Recollect priest will
recite the Christmas story
in Latin in the fort's cha-
pel while fur traders and
French soldiers downstairs
pass the winter evening in
more boisterous pursuits.

For more information go
to www.oldfortniagara.org.

The Holiday Art
Market at 464 Gallery,
464 Ambherst St., Buffalo,
will run from December
1st through 30th with a
reception and happy hour,
titled “Gifted” at the gal-
lery on December 11th
from 6 pm to 10 pm. Visi-
tors can expect to see af-
fordably priced original
artworks created by local
artists as well as hundreds
of high-quality reproduc-
tions, hand made jewelry,
crafts, and ceramics from
dozens of local artisans.
All original artworks are
priced under $500 and all
other items in the shop are
priced and hand-selected
to make for perfect gifts
for friends and family.

e

Violet Gordon will
have four works onview
in the Artist & Friends Ex-
hibit 2015 at the Niagara
Arts & Cultural Center,
1201 Pine Ave.,, Niagara
Falls, NY. An opening re-
ception will be held on Sat-
urday, December 5th from
6 pm to 8 pm. The exhibi-
tion runs from December
5th through January 10th.
Gallery hours are Monday
through Friday 10 am to 5
pm and Saturdays noon to
4 pm.

For more information
visit www.thenacc.org or
call 282-7530.

L
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NORTH BUFFALO
Dental N 1

Dr. Amy E. Vogt
|

| Family and e
| Cosmetic Dentistry »=

CSEA, GHI Preferred, NOVA, |
Guardian, Mellife & Most Insurances - 'i

lﬁﬂn}IERTELAMtW
836-2242 » 803-1600 4 )

FREE MOVIE PASSES: M. Guerra, 177 North Park Ave. 14216
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Sponsored By The ==
Buffalo Rocket *:
This Week’s Featured Friend:

NALA

W
®, IU's Tortie time! This beautiful girl
- is about yve years old and very
*ssweet and gentle. Nala comes
*2 bursting out of her kennel with one
*s goal: ynding a lap to sit on where
o she can get snuggles, pets and
& tummy rubs. Nala is well past the
&* Kitten stage, but is still friendly and
‘ * playful. Sheid be a wonderful com-
& panion to come home to every day. Come meet this doll at ,
«" the shelter today. The adoption fee includes age-appropriate »®
." vaccinations, spay/neuter surgery, a microchip, a free bag of »
-: food, and a certiycate for a yrst free vet visit to the vet of your =
#_ choice. Pet ID: 29719445 @

iiiiiiii
@ o @ 8 @
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™ EE ., &
. CityofBqu(fanAniflfn?IShelter _ir:"'r_-:.r &
¥ 380 N.Oak St. Buffalo F .
& - - - a
&« Buffalo_Shelter@yahoo.com 716-851-5694 T A ,:
#_ Toseemore great pets, visit: http://www.petfinder.com/pet-search?shelterid=NY341 =,
'tl--iili-liiiiliilliliili-liil--i-...
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(Ps Each week there will be 10 circled Rockets (@) hidden in ads throughout /"-'
the issue. List the ad and page number below and enter to win prizes!
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.
6 7 8 9 10.
Sri [rriv legl [iiok

Name: Qen Xs> X1i Fyfeps Vsgoix

Address: 1249 Hertel Ave.
FyJersl R 5865:

Phone:

One winner per week. You can enter every week, but only one winner per household every 90 days.

LAST WEEK'S WINNER: PETER BARBALATO

Peter wins 2 passes to the North Park Theatre!

1. Launch More Sales (Page 2)

2. Hertel Holidays (Page 6)
3. Chris Jacobs (Page 8)
4. Imagine Salon (Page 8)

5. Elegance Optique (Page 10)

Pewx [iiow Erw{ivw
6. EHP Tickets (Page 10)
7. Dennis’ Lamp Repair (Page 11)
8. Letterpress Equipment (Page 11)
9. Snow Plowing Services (Page 11)
10. Daddios Pizza (Page 12)
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Personal friend of the Gecko’.

Timothy C. Lynch
716-832-3253

1330 Niagara Falls Blvd, 14190 | Tonawanda

Across from the Boulevard Mall

Get a guote today!

GEICO

Local Office

wnwLgeico.com,’ buffalo-north

FREE MOVIE PASSES: K. Ludwig, 172 Sterling Ave. 14216

Hertel Holidays

Hertel Holidays will
take place on Friday De-
cember 4th from 5 pm to 9
pm and Saturday Decem-
ber 5th from 11 am to 5
pm. Hertel Holidays is the
perfect time to visit Her-
tel Avenue, Buffalo’'s pre-
miere shopping and dining
district,because shops and
boutiques will be open late
on Friday night with re-
freshments, specials and
surprises to make your
Holiday shopping experi-
ence a special memory.

There are lots of unique
gifts to be found on Hertel
at the many unique shops
and boutiques all along
the Avenue. From gour-
met restaurants to coffee
bistros, no matter what
your tastes, there are infi-
nite dining possibilities.

On Friday evening,
Santa Claus will be stroll-

S153 Mam

STREET, L

ing the Avenue with
treats for the kids, along
with Christmas caroling
by the Acabella singers.
You'll also see lots of beau-
tiful light displays and
creative shop windows,
as many merchants are
participating in the Her-
tel Business Association’s
annual Holiday Decorat-
ing Contest. Stop in each
business to see if your fa-
vorites have won!

You'll also find bins
manned by the WNY
Coalition for Donated
Goods, along Hertel on
Saturday to donate new
and gently used clothing
which will benefit local
needy families.

For more information
and to see a complete list
of individual events and
happenings, visit www.
hertelholidays.com.

| GALLAGHER . £
PRINTING

Dennis M. GALLAGHER e oo™

yourprinter2 507 @anl.com

cell: [(716) 3 1

AHENCE, N

(716} 632 » DBOB | s

1240 Herme Ax

evlE, BUrs

(716) B73-2594 | |
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FRIIDAY

S5 to 9@ pm

HERTEL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION presents

HeR'I'
HOLIDaYS

SHOP i IDINE
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SATURDAY

Dec BTwH
11 to 5 pm

BDecC 4Tw HERTEaL

ELIFFSal O, Pl ™

| = e e e e e e e = =L = D =L L L =D L L

@) For more information, visit www.hertelholidays.com
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THAN ORIGINAL MEDICARE.

If you live in New York and have both Medicare and Medicaid,
you may qualify for a UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete®
(HMO SNP) plan. It's a plan that offers more benefits than
Criginal Medicare, including:

Health products debit card
<=3 Gym membership
& Transportation assistance

W

Dental coverage

Choose a meeting to attend.

New York residents, learn how you can

GET MORE
BENEFITS

Lockport Niagara Falls

Dec 14, Sam Dec 3, 10am

Dale Association Dec 4, 9:30am

33 Ontario St SHS of Niagara Falls

496 19th St

Or visit the UnitedHealthcare MedicareStore
2084 George Urban Bivd, Depaw, New York 14043

Hours: Monday - Friday, 10a.m. - 6 p.m.
=aturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

A sales person will e prasant with in it and apphcations F accommodation of persons with specia I5 at s

call 1-B55-845-5712. TTY 1 s are ired thire 3NN Althcar Irance Lo np&any or ona of At ited oD Ti 1

Med g Advantan ar ad ntract and a co T the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment i ila

ey i the pla ntract renaswal wi i 1 Ihis pla available to anyona who has both Meadical As Larce thie

State 1 Medicare. This info tiomn I lascripti IENE Co t the plan for more ind ition tions

>0 ents, and restriction f ap ; fits, premiums an ) ents/co-insurance may chang lanua ach |
YOO66E 1020 0B392 FIf A 100 £ =] ) 2029841
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If you have both Medicaid
and Medicare, you may
qualify for more benefits.
Call today.

@:. 1-855-845-5712,
TTY 711

8 a.m. - 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week
UHCCommunityPlan.com/NY

Dec 7, 10am & 1pm
Holiday Inn
10111 Niagara Falls Blvd

UnitedHealthcare

Community Plan







