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The Buffalo Saint Patrick’s Dayl Parade will start at the McKinley Mohument
and proceed up Delaware Avenue to North Street on Sunday, March 20th.

Jennifer Letina of Buf-
falo was elected Grand
Marshal of the 2016 Saint
Patrick’'s Day Parade. The
Parade is on Sunday, March
20th at 2 pm in the City of
Buffalo. The day will start
with Mass celebrated by
Bishop Richard J. Malone

and Fr. David Richards at
Saint Joseph’s Cathedral
at 10:30 am. Parade partic-
ipants will line up near the
McKinley Monument and
proceed north on Delaware
Avenue to North Street.
Jennifer has selected
her parents, her sisters,

and her boyfriend to be her
deputy marshals for this
once in a lifetime honor.
Miss Letina grew up in Buf-
falo, graduated from Mount
Mercy Academy and Saint
Bonaventure  University.
She is the Accounts Pay-
Continued on page 5

Stay Safe on St. Patrick’s Day

With fun parades, alarge
Irish community and no
shortage of pubs in which
to celebrate, St. Patrick’s
Day is a huge event in Buf-
falo. But when excessive
alcohol becomes part of the
equation, St. Patrick's Day
can quickly turn tragic.

As one of the country’s
most popular holidays, St.
Patrick’s Day has long cel-
ebrated the roots of 34.2
million Americans with

Irish ancestry, and many
more who just want to par-
take in the festivities. This
year, if you'll be drinking
alcohol, remember: Buzzed
Driving is Drunk Driving!
“We are greatly encour-
agedbythedownwardtrend
in fatalities,” said Monica
Farrar, program director
of The Resource Training
Center 4255 Harlem Road,
Amherst.  “However, we
still want to encourage ev-

eryone to make a plan be-
fore heading out to the fes-
tivities. Designate a sober
driver before you and your
friends go out to celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day. Remem-
ber that even one drink is
dangerous if you are be-
hind the wheel of a car.
While we want everyone
to enjoy St. Patrick’s Day,
please consider doing so
without the assistance of
Continued on page 5

The West Side Little
League is looking
for current or
former pitch-
ers to instruct
young players
at a Pitching
Clinic for young
Baseball/Softball
Youth on the
West Side.

Proper
pitching me-
chanics for the
young players
is very essential to
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the aspiring player. The
knowledge  they
gain while
they are young
is priceless.
To volunteer
call Tovie Asa-
rese at 885-7692
= or email Royal-
w5 Printingco@aol.
com.
A Gloves, bats
¢ and any out-

grown baseball
equipment is also
needed.

Saint Joseph'’s
Day Celebrated

St. Joseph’s Day is a
Roman Catholic feast day,
generally observed an-
nually on March 19th, to
commemorate the life of
St. Joseph and his work
feeding the less fortunate.
The custom of the St. Jo-
seph’s Day table was cel-

ebrated last Monday as
hundreds were treated
to the traditional feast.
Frank’'s Sunny Italy cele-
brated by offering the cus-
tomary St. Joseph’s Day
table and donated 100%
of the proceeds to The St.
Luke's Mission.

o R o
Father Joe Wolfe, from Holy Spirit and St. Marga-
ret parishes in North Buffalo, joins the Sclafani
family and blesses the St. Joseph’s Day table at
Frank’s Sunny Italy this past Monday.
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Lou Forcastaline says... Best Fry on Hertel!

facebook.com/tapandwurst

www.sterlingave.com
| | N
FREE PIZZA: L. Greenfield, 244 Commonwealth Ave. 14216

NORTH PARK THEATRE

STARTS FRIDAY

STAR WARS EPISODE Vil
THE FORCE AWAKENS

SHOWTIMES: (1:30), (4:15), 7:00*, 9:45* Rated PG-13
(Showtimes in parentheses are matinee priced) 135 mins

Weekend Family Matinee Series All Tickets Only $5

AGAINST THIE WILDs _
SURVIVE THE SERENGETT

Rated PG ¢ 91 mins
SHOWTIMES: 11:30 am Sat & Sun March 19th & 20th ONLY

1428 Hertel Ave

D. LAWRENCE

GINNANE
FUNERAL HOME

oughtful, personalized service since 1977
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Our family
helping your family

celebrate life.
3215 Delaware Ave.

Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a FREE PIZZA, take proof
of identiycation to BOB & JOHN'S LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up
your FREE PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week). If your name
is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASSES bring proof of identijcation to the
BUFFALO ROCKET OFFICE AT 1249 Hertel Avenue to pick up your 2 FREE PASSES.
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The Adventures of...

by Doug Smit

Rocket Man

‘Fully Committed’

In the basement beneath
platefuls of pretention,
hopeful actor Sam subsists
in a wild-country buffet, be-
set by the clueless clientele
and surly staff of Manhat-
tan’'s trendiest trattoria.
It's so full of itself that it is
never merely sold out, but
“Fully Committed.”

And some 15 years after
its local debut it returns,
with the full commitment
of Brian Mysliwy, near-
est thing to theatrical ge-
nius hereabouts since the
late Chris O'Neill. Some
plays challenge actors but
author Becky Mode tor-
ments them. Word around
the Irish Classical Theatre
at last Wednesday's pre-
view was that Mysliwy had
started mumbling the lines
way last September.

“Fully Committed” has a
cast of 40, from Bob to Zagat,
an dialectical smorgasbord
of the fey, the fierce and the
frog in the throat. Mysliwy

plays them all, sometimes
just for a few seconds, requir-
ing in Irish Classical’s four-
sided hall that he whirl like
a blender to leave no patron
behind. Even on preview
night, the audience curtain-
called him with a mixture
of laughter, tears and actual
sighs of relief.

“Committed” has more
plot than Rocket Man re-
members at the Kavinoky,
a tribute to the actor, his
proximity and the direction
of Fortunato Pezzimenti,
with foundation all the way
down the line. While many
of the characters — notably
the minimally bi-lingual
screecher Mrs. Wantanabe
—are in it as appetizers, the
main course is Sam’s frus-
trated quest for respect as
actor, manager and dutiful
son who wants to get home
to Indiana for Christmas.

Amid the “Reservations,
can you hold, please,” Sam
learns that it's a “failure to

SHERIDAN-DELAWARE PLAZA
1754 Sheridan Drive ¢ Buffalo, NY 14223
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project ‘self-entitlement”
that's impeding his acting
career. Although required
at one point to the right
the results of a ladies room
mis-direction, Sam spices
up his personal recipe and
things do indeed get better.
At least a few of his tormen-
tors get their just desserts,
so to speak.

Behind almost every
twist of the tale are the
twists and trappings of
power, who gets to com-
mandeer the coveted Table
31 and who's lucky just to
catch the table scraps near
the kitchen door. Carollann
Rosenstein-Fishburn and
Mrs. Sebag (pronounced
“Seabag,” the playbill re-
ports with a straight face)
are particularly represen-
tative of this nauseating
societal element, although
their attitudes might to
qualify them as presiden-
tial contenders.

The modest Mysliwy
would be the first to hail
the vital role of sound de-
signer Tom Makar in serv-
ing up “Fully Committed.”
There are far more sound
cues than there are char-
acters, and even at pre-
view there was nary a slip.
Lobby photos by Brandi
Bruggman give faces to the
names, a unique visual aid
for this production, running
through April 3.

That same day, Rocket
Man and First Mate were
treated to lunch at the el-
egant Oliver’s on Delaware,
which seems the diametri-
cal opposite of the ghastly
gastronomics of  “Fully
Committed.” Still, we had to
wonder — does anyone sub-
sist in Oliver’'s basement?

Fire back to Rocket Man via
pollyndoug@hotmail.com

PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
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NORTH BUFFALO
Affinity Salon
Bella Mia Chocolate Shoj
Bob & John’s Pizzeria
Caramici's...........
Caruso's Food....
Century 21...
Corner Store.......
Daddio’s Pizzeria. ...
Dash’s Supermarket
Delaware YMCA.
European Contin:
Evans Bank..
First Niagara Bal
First Niagara Bank..

Frank's Sunny Italy..

Ginnane Funeral Home.
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .
Gramma Mora’s ......
Great Clips.......cccoo...
Hertel News & Tobac
Hertel Park Senior Apartments
Hertel Parker Liquors....
Imagine Salon
Johnny’s Meats

Kenmore Bowling
Kenmore Seafood....

..3060 Delaware Avenue
..1096 Hertel Avenue
..1545 Hertel Avenue
..1501 Hertel Avenue
..1212 Hertel Avenue
..1705 Hertel Avenue
..2815 Delaware Avenue
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..2491 Delaware Avenue
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78 Delaware Avenue
..1416 Hertel Avenue
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1691 Kenmore Avenue
..3279 Delaware Avenue
1530 Kenmore Avenue
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......3165 Main Street

Lonestar Fajita Grill ... 1857 Hertel Avenue

Marco's Deli......... 1744 Hertel Avenue
Mustachio's Pizza.. 1 Elmwood Avenue
North Buffalo Com| . 203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental.. 1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library...... .975 Hertel Avenue
Painted Lady Consignment.... 3147 Delaware Avenue

Parker Pharmacy..........cc..oveeerveernnnennens 1388 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center.. <. 2318 Main Street
Plaka Restaurant.. 2904 Delaware Avenue
Realty USA ... 2427 Sheridan Drive
SCissOrs ..... 1497 Hertel Avenue
Shadow Lo 1504 Hertel Avenue
Taste of Thai.... 1460 Hertel Avenue

TCIS s 2941 Delaware Avenue
Terries Workout Center .......................... 1473 Hertel Avenue
The Palms....... 3054 Delaware Avenue
Theater ApLS ... 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Thrifty Treasures... 3163 Delaware Avenue
Vanity Salon ... .....1413 Hertel Avenue

564 Colvin Boulevard
354 Amherst Street
1541 Hertel Avenue

Wesselman's Inc....
Western New York
Wellington Pub.....
WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor
Bavarian Nut Company
Between Yesterday & Tomorrow ...
Buffalo State College..
Dibble Hardware..
Buffalo Public Libr:
CWJ Lock & Key ...

276 Linwood Avenue
...822 Elmwood Avenue
88 Grant Street
1300 Elmwood Avenue
262 W Ferry Street
Niagara at Porter

..183 Forest Ave

Concerned Ecumenical Ministry............. 286 Lafayette Avenue
Casa di Pizza..... 477 Elmwood Avenue
COMNET SEOTE w..ovvvveeiivsciiis Forest & Grant
Delaware Apart . 17 Delaware Avenue
Elmwood Square Apts .. 505 Elmwood Avenue
Ferry Street Laundry .... 277 West Ferry Street
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Cir .................... 121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank............ccccoceeervvvevecend Elmwood at W. Utica
M&T Bank 130 Grant Street
Santasiero's Restaurant 1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers.... ..1015 Delaware Avenue

33 Linwood Avenue
1032 West Avenue

Trinity Tower A
West Market.

West Side Comm Vermont at Fargo
YWCA Grant Street
RIVERSIDE

AmVet: 25 Review Place

538 Hertel Avenue
54 Riverdale Avenue
669 Hertel Avenue
40 Amherst Street
236 Military Road
...201 Amherst Street
....788 Tonawanda Street
Nickel City Bottle Return..... .2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr .................... 155 Lawn Avenue
Riverside Cafe...............cccccvmvumnrmrnrvviviinnnnns Tonawanda Street
Riverside Marketplace .. ....740 Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insur 432 Amherst Street
Tops Market....... 85 Amherst Street
West Hertel Liqu 99 Hertel Avenue /

Black Rock Beverage ....
Boys & Girls Club..........
D District Police Station
Gambino's Liquor....
Fast Stop Food Mart
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Free Community Narcan Training

The Buffalo Police
Department will hold
four community Narcan
training sessions. The
sessions, which are free
and open to the public,
will focus on how to ad-
minister the life-saving
overdose antidote. At-
tendees will receive
a free Narcan Kkit,
containing two dos-
es of Narcan, upon
completion of the
training session.

“As the epidemic of
heroin and opioid drug
overdose deaths contin-
ues in our city, our re-
gion and cities across the
country, we believe it's
time to train and equip
community members to
aid in the rescue effort.
While having our police
officers carry Narcan is
making a difference and
saving lives, we need the
help of our community
to further address this
important health issue,”
said Buffalo Police De-
partment Commissioner
Daniel Derenda.

The free Narcan train-
ing sessions will be held

at the following loca-
tions:
Wednesday, March

POLICE

16th 6 pm — 8 pm at True
Bethel Baptist Church,
907 E. Ferry St.
Saturday, April 2nd,
2 pm — 3 pm at New Tes-

tament Cathedral, 987
Kensington Ave.
Saturday, April 2nd,

10:30 am — 1:00 pm at
Valley Community Cen-

ter, 93 Leddy St.

Thursday, April 21st, 6
pm — 8 pm at St. Joseph
University Parish, 3269
Main St.

In the first 10 days
of March, there were 10
overdose deaths in the
City of Buffalo, with
at least 25 deaths in
the city since the be-
ginning of the year.

The drug nal-
oxone, commonly
known as Narcan,
temporarily  reverses
the effects of opioids,
allowing someone who
has suffered an overdose
to resume breathing. Ad-
ministration of Narcan
to an overdose victim
increases the life-saving
window of time for treat-
ment by first responders.

The Free Community
Narcan Training Ses-
sions are part of Mayor
Byron Brown’s continued
commitment to address-
ing the growing epidem-
ic of prescription opioid
drug and heroin abuse in
our community.
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Solution on page 7

FREE MOVIE PASSES:

F. Yellen, 286 Norwalk Ave. 14216

Support the public schools and colleges our kids deserve.

instead of a deficit.

NYSUT is calling for:

B aschool aid increase of 52.5 billion and,

M 251 billion increase in state funding for SUNY, CUNY and
New York's community colleges.

nSu

A Union of Praofessionals

For the first time in years, New York State has a $5.4 billion budget surplus,

State lawmakers should use some of that surplus now, to correct years of
inadequate funding for public education.

Moreover, the flawed tax cap law has worsened the funding problem. Because
the tax cap is near zero, school districts across the state are unable to raise the
revenue needed to provide the academic and support services our kids need

and deserve. In fact, more than ten percent of school districts will be forced to
cut their school budgets, inflicting even more pain on students.

Karen E. Mages, Presiden?

Andrew Pallotta, Fvecntive Vice Presidens
Catalina R. Foertino, Fice Presidens

Paul Pecorale, Vier Presidenid

Martin Messner, Secrvlary-Treasiirer

&
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Our kids and college students deserve more. Increase state aid to public education.
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THE KENMORE CLUB

1530 Kenmore Avenue = 875-5780

Party & Banquet Rooms
Full Catering Service Available

Knights of Columbus
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Wednesdays at 1:00 pm Fridays & Sundays at 7:30 pm

FRIDAY NIGHT BOWLING FUN NIGHT
' 8 pm-11 pm

'\‘_ A
“‘ $20 per person 4
J4% Includes Beverages and Snacks

FREE P1ZZA: G. Alder, 60 Holling Dr. 14216

L/s..w.l-:-n & Day Spa

Enter for your chance to win a
$200 Speoil Me Package for two!
Mani-Pedis, Blowout & Champagne for two!

Medaille  College’s
Vet Tech Club will host
a free dog wash this Sat-
urday, March 19th, from
11:00 am to 4:00 pm at
the Medaille College Main
Building, 18 Agassiz Cir-
cle, Buffalo.

For more information
email  MedailleVetTech-
Club@gmail.com.

it

Second Chance Shel-
tering Network’s Fish
Fry & Chinese Auction
will be held Good Friday,
March 25th, from 4 pm to
6 pm at Main/Transit Fire
Hall, 6777 Main Street in
Williamsville.

Chinese Auction Draw-
ings start at 6 pm. Food
by BW's Barbecue. Fish
dinner includes beer bat-
tered haddock, coleslaw,
potato salad, tartar sauce,
rye bread and beverage
for $10.00. Chicken finger
dinner includes two large
chicken fingers, french
fries, blue cheese, carrots,
and beverage for $8.00.
Take out available, des-
serts available for pur-
chase.

Donate a case of wet cat
food & receive 25 auction
tickets. For more info go

z LAKE SHORE
BERAVIORAL HEALTH, INC. E{E;

NOW OPEN!
Medaille Family

r .
e

Fasr indoamatsnm, referrals or
appaintrments call;

(716) 884-0888
www.lake-shore.org

LSBH sccapts moet haahlk ingurics
plans including Medhoad and Medicare

& iy Fowr, Bened o P oy T
rriialie for Tiowe wilfou? rmunenos

he .
apevine

to www.secondchanceshel-
teringnetwork.com.
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Buffalo State Col-
lege offers a number
of distinctive gradu-
ate programs as well as
programs in the fields of
science and mathematics.
The Graduate School will
be hosting the Distinctive
Graduate Programs Infor-
mation Session at the Buf-
falo History Museum, One
Museum Court in Buffalo
on March 29th from 5:30
pm to 7:30 pm. For more
information, call 878-5601
or visit graduateschool.
buffalostate.edu/informa-
tion-sessions.

e O

The Buffalo Zoo is in-
viting the community to
help choose a name for the
new baby gorilla.

The baby was born on
Sunday, January 10th at
11:04 pm to mother, 18-
year-old Sydney, and fa-
ther, 28-year-old Koga.
Sydney has displayed
strong maternal instincts
and is taking great care of
the troop’s latest addition.

Last week, the Zoo’s go-
rilla keepers were able to
determine that the baby is
a boy. They have narrowed
a long list of possible
names down to their top
three choices, and are now

asking the Western New
York community to assist
with the final decision!

To participate, visit
www.surveymonkey.com/
r/zoogorilla, or the Zoo's
Facebook page. The Zoo
will announce the winning
name during their “APEr-
ilI” Zooper Saturday event
on April 2nd.

You can visit the newest
baby along with the rest of
the gorilla troop every day
in the Zoo's gorilla house.

e

The Breast Cancer
Network of WNY will
hold their monthly educa-
tional meeting at Bella Mo-
glie building, 3297 Walden
Ave., Depew, at 6 pm on
Tuesday, April 12th. Light
refreshments are served at
6 pm followed by a guest
speaker at 6:30 pm. Guest
speaker Cheryl L. Nosek,
DNS, RN Daemen College
Nursing Dept., will present
the topic, “Depression and
Managing Your Emotions”.

All interested individu-
als are welcome to attend
the meetings. A peer led
support group for cancer
survivors begins at 8 pm.

For meeting reserva-
tions call 706-0060. For
more information about
the organization, Vvisit
www. bcnwny.org.

Submit Your
Community Event to

(1Fapevine
ed itg@?ﬁgﬁgﬁfket

RAFFLE

A Design Your Own!

ticket options!
A Fast Turnaround!
A Starting at $25!

;::::""‘,-'-'If : ;.":.]"!
TICKETS! == fliu: /.

A Choose from 43 different

Whatever your fundraising needs, EHPTickets.com
is your complete source for Rafye Ticket Printing.
Visit our site today to pnd out what we can do for you!

o

Our quality tickets are
printed in the U.S.A. by
Union Printers
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