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 Memories 
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

September, 1992. GRADUATION EXULTATION...
Judette Armenia. wife of Richard Armenia Jr., 
pastor of the Fountain of Life Fellowship church on 
Tacoma Avenue, guides Jonathan Trilizio on a pony 
ride.

The warmer weath-
er has arrived, daylight 
hours are longer, it is fi-
nally spring and time to 
remind all vehicle drivers 
and motorcyclists that 
Motorcycle Safety is Ev-
eryone’s Safety as we rec-
ognize May as Motorcycle 
Safety Awareness Month.

Motorcycle riders 
across Erie County are 
tuning up their bikes and 
getting ready for the rid-
ing season on the open 
road. Motorcycles are 
inexpensive to purchase, 
fuel efficient, fun to ride 
and easy to park. In Erie 
County alone, there are 
more than 21,000 reg-
istered riders who use 

The Centro Culturale 
Italiano di Buffalo, 2351 
Delaware Avenue is spon-
soring a program entitled 
"Going to America: Recol-
lections of Sicilian Immi-
grants' Journey to a New 

their motorcycles for com-
muting, touring and oth-
er recreational activities.

All vehicle drivers, es-
pecially new motorists,  
should be alert to the 
presence of motorcycles 
and to share the road 
safely. Motorcyclists often 
ride to one side of the lane 
and at times the rider 
can hide in your vehicle’s 
blind spot. Always look 
twice before turning or 
changing lanes to be sure 
your path is clear. Allow 
more following distance 
for motorcycles -- two or 
three car lengths is rec-
ommended, more if the 
roads are wet or visibility 
is poor.

Land", Saturday, May 11, 
1:30 p.m..  Registration is 
required by calling 716-
783-7555 or the website 
ccibuffalo.org Upcoming 
Events.  Tickets: Pay as 
you wish donation to CCI. 

Sunny
High 59°
Low 42°

Rain
High 49°
Low 35°

May Is Motorcycle Safety & 
Awareness Month  

CCI Presents "Going To America"

Mother’s Day is a hol-
iday honoring moth-
erhood that is ob-
served in different 
forms throughout 
the world. In the 
United States, 
Mother’s Day 
2024 will occur 
on Sunday, May 
12. Once a ma-
jor tradition in the 
United Kingdom and 
parts of Europe, this cele-
bration fell on the fourth 

Sunday in Lent and was 
originally seen as a time 

when the faithful 
would return to their 

“mother church”—
the main church 
in the vicinity of 
their home—for a 
special service.
Over time the 

Mothering Sunday 
tradition shifted into 

a more secular holiday, 
and children would pres-
ent their mothers with 

flowers and other tokens 
of appreciation. This cus-
tom eventually faded in 
popularity before merging 
with the American Moth-
er’s Day in the 1930s and 
1940s.

It is a day which makes 
people remember the im-
portance and significance 
of mothers in their life and 
is observed as a day to give 
special emphasis to the 
motherly figures around 
the world.

ma often portrayed on the 
news – by creating positive 
stories of our homes and our 
neighborhood. We use our 
love of gardening and com-
munity to create connec-
tions between gardeners, 
neighbors, and visitors. 

East Side Garden Walk is 
an event produced by Gar-
dens Buffalo Niagara (GBN) 
whose mission creating 
more vibrant and beauti-
ful communities by sharing 
gardens. Other GBN events 
include Garden Walk Buffa-
lo, America’s largest garden 
tour;  Tours of Open Gardens 
in July; the Gardens Buffalo 
Niagara Garden Art Sale; 
Urban Farm Day; Conser-
vation Day at the Elmwood 
Village Farmers Market, 
and promoting the 15 other 
regional garden tours in the 
region.

giant. It does not need to be 
professionally landscaped. 
Gardens range from large to 
a few square feet – register 
your front and / or back and 
/ or side; your upper porch 
(seen from the street); or 

your business storefront 
dolled up with plant-
ings! It is the diver-
sity that makes the 
event a success. 

The East Side 
Garden Walk 
is more than a 
free self-guided 

garden tour! It’s 
a way for resi-

dents to take con-
trol of the narrative for our 
community. We share gar-
dens, stories, and our spirit 
of perseverance with those 
from within and outside our 
neighborhoods. The tour 
counters the negative stig-

East Side Garden Walk is 
inviting gardeners to partic-
ipate in its free self-guided 
garden tours Saturday and 
Sunday, July 20 & 21, 2024, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Deadline 
to sign up is May 15, 2023. 
Register online at East-
SideGardenWalk.com.

There is no charge 
to enter. Your garden 
does not need to be 
perfect; no one’s 
garden ever is. 
If you have a 
garden in the 
footprint of East 
Side Garden 
Walk, you’re 
welcome to participate.  

There are no fancy gar-
den criteria–no site visits, 
no judging, no entry fees, 
nothin’– all you have to do is 
be proud of your little spot of 
earth. It does not need to be 

Last Chance To Sign Up For East Side Garden Walk!

Happy Mother's Day

Mother's Day is right around the corner this Sunday, May 12th.
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If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to win a 
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  BOB & JOHN‘S 
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE 
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).  
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216 / 716-873-1193

SPECIAL INCLUDES:

WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193
1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216

DETAIL SPECIAL: $179.95$179.95
Wash Vehicle
Pressure Wash Wheel Wells
Paste Wax Exterior
Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior
Shampoo Floormats
Wipe Down Door Panels And Dashboard
Clean And Vinyl And Leather
Polish Windows Inside And Out
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PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
7-Eleven ..............................................460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental .......................................476 Hertel Avenue
Bellamore Boutique .................... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Black Rock Beverages ..........................538 Hertel Avenue
Blue Marble Sweet Shop ...................1096 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria .......................1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ......................................572 Hertel Avenue
CBD Store .................................... 3191 Delaware Avenue
Cell Phone Repair ........................ 3163 Delaware Avenue
Century 21 .........................................1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store ................................ 2815 Delaware Avenue 
Daddio’s Pizzeria. .............................1247 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ..........................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ........................... 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon .................. 3030 Delaware Avenue 
Evans Bank .................................. 2670 Delaware Avenue
Fig Tree Patissille ......................... 3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches ........................ 2820 Delaware Avenue   
Frank's Sunny Italy ...................... 2491 Delaware Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home ............... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .............. 3242 Main Street
Gramma Mora’s.................................1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips ................................... 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ..........................1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments .........1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors ........................1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine) ..... 3106 Delaware Avenue
Imagine Salon ...................................1527 Hertel Avenue
Jacobi & Sons .............................. 3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey’s Place ..........................................83 Niagara Street
Joe’s Panini Grill ......................... 3024 Delaware Avenue
Johnny’s Meats ..................................1191 Hertel Avenue

Knights of Columbus ..................... 1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ................................1588 Hertel Avenue
Marco's Deli .......................................1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr ...............203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental .........................1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ..............................975 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center .................. 2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency ......................... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant ......................... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market .......................... 1716 Kenmore Avenue
Record Baron ............................... 3048 Delaware Avenue
Salon Avanti ................................ 3086 Delaware Avenue 
Salon Coronado ........................... 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli ............................ 3104 Delaware Avenue
Scissors ..............................................1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia ....................................1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station ................................ 4505 Main Street
Theater Apts ................................. 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie’s Workout Center .....................1481 Hertel Avenue
Vince’s Pizza ................................. 1803 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .............................. 564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub ..................................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor .................................. 276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library ........................... Niagara at Porter
CWJ Lock & Key ...................................... 183 Forest Avenue
Corner Store ..............................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments .................. 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware ............................ 262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts..................... 505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ................121 Grant Street

First Niagara Bank ....................... Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank ...............................................130 Grant Street
Military Coin Laundry  ........................ 1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant ....................1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers .............................. 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments ................... 33 Linwood Avenue
West Market ......................................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center .................Vermont at Fargo

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .....................................................25 Review Place
Black Rock Pharmacy ....................431 Tonawanda Street
Boys & Girls Club ..............................54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors .................... 2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station .......................669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli .......................................1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ................................2126 Niagara Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 236 Military Road
First Niagara Bank ....................... 2141 Elmwood Avenue
First Niagara ......................................201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop .........................890 Tonawanda Street
House of Sandwich ........................800 Tonawanda Street
M&T Bank ......................................788 Tonawanda Street
Niagara Deli Pizzeria .......................2043 Niagara Street
Nickel City Bottle Return ................... 2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ...............155 Lawn Avenue
Pat’s Pizzeria ......................................544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella...................................1133 Tonawanda Street
Riverside Market ............................740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ...........................Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insurance Agency ....432 Amherst Street
Sun Restaurant .................................1989 Niagara Street
Up To You Deli ..................................2189 Niagara Street

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to 
win a FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  
BOB & JOHN‘S LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Ave-
nue to pick up your FREE PIZZA (Takeout only, must 
be redeemed within one week).  If your name is listed 
for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASSES, call 873-2594 
to have two free passes mailed out to you.

FREE MOVIE PASSES: A. Shoemaker, 37 Virgil Ave., 14216

FREE MOVIE PASSES: David Pfalzgraf, 110 Meadow Rd., 14216

NORTH PARK THEATRE

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

NOW PLAYING
RROOAADDRRUUNNNNEERR::  

AA  FFIILLMM  AABBOOUUTT  AANNTTHHOONNYY  BBOOUURRDDAAIINN

ROADRUNNER: A FILM ABOUT ANTHONY BOURDAIN
Fri 7/23: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sat 7/24: (11:30 am), (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sun 7/25: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Mon 7/26: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Tue 7/27: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Wed 7/28: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Thur 7/29: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50

 All the girls playing in 
the North Buffalo Wild-
cat Softball Tournament 
held this past weekend 
in Shoshone Park will re-
member this one for sure. 
Not only did they compete 
against teams from vari-
ous Leagues throughout 
the area, they also needed 
to battle against the forc-
es of Mother Nature. In a 
three day competition held 
every year, Saturday’s tor-
rential rainfall interrupt-
ed the girl’s hopes of victo-
ry in their home Park, in 
front of family and friends. 
And these girls have lots of 
friends. 
 Two Wildcat teams won 

Championships in both 
the 16 and under and the 
12 and under divisions 
and a 10 and under team 
finished in second place 
for a victorious weekend 
that almost didn’t happen. 
The 16u Wildcats defeated 
the Orchard Park Stars 
9-7 late Sunday afternoon, 
the culmination of Softball 
being played at all on dia-
monds considered wet, like 
a pool just 24 hours earli-
er.
 The same can be said 
for the 12u team, which 
defeated Cayuga, 11-3 just 
a few hours earlier and 
showed this area just how 
strong a City youth league 

like North Buffalo can 
compete against anyone.
Ally Foglia hit a two run 
homerun and pitched four 
innings, striking out ten 
and teammate Molly Sav-
age came in relief, strik-
ing out five to lead the 
way. Other players on the 
team included Margaret 
Donoghue, Penelope Mu-
citelli, Brooklyn Hornung, 
Brielle Mellerson, Abigail 
Ware, Molly Kuwik, Kylah 
Sanders, Julianna Marino, 
Josephine MacDonald and 
Elizabeth Lester.
 Meena Rose and Isabel-
la Nieves pitched well for 
the 16u Wildcats in the 
win over Orchard Park. 
Elly Perez and Kira Kilon-
sky hit back to back tri-
ples to lead the offense. 
Other girls on the team 
were Emy Perez, Emma 
Mahoney, Elizabeth Koo-
shoian, Genieve Mucitel-
li, George-Ann Reinhardt, 
Maria Costanzo, Molly 
Sheehan and Aubri Alvira.
The 16u team includ-
ed Peyton Gallivan, Izzy 
Kilonsky, Julia French, 
Katie Kooshoian, Ja-
nia Harris-Officer, Chloe 
Claeys, Clara Rickus, Lid-
ia Foglia, Cecelia Jones 
and Skyler Ball.
 “We all arrived at the 
Park early Sunday morn-
ing and worked across all 
the diamonds simultane-
ously to get them ready,” 
said one board member, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous. His other 
friends are Don Morris, 
Tony Messina, Scott Galli-
van, Paul Fuzak, John Hor-
nung, Bob Mucitelli, Khris 
Foglia, Kevin Pritchard, 
Eric Schmarder, Tim Rob-
ertson and Matt Wolf.
 
   

Wildcats Are Winners!

Championship Teams 16u And 12u together at 
home plate.

Opening Day In 
North Buffalo!

The new Don Morris 
Fields at Shoshone Park 
welcomed over 1,000 boys 
and girls this past Satur-
day morning on Opening 
Day to their 67th season 
under clear skies and 
green grass.

After a glorious march 
of a parade up Hertel 
Avenue from Sa-
ranac led by the 
Buffalo Police 
D e p a r t m e n t 
Traffic Division 
and two Buffa-
lo Fire Trucks, 
Byron W. Brown, 
the Mayor of Buf-
falo guided the Her-
tel North Park Youth 
Baseball League through 
the busy Hertel Avenue 
Business District to start 
a season of fun for every-
one in North Buffalo.

League president John 
Hornung and fellow mem-
bers of his board of of-
ficers, joined his honor, 
the Mayor in directing all 
children safely through 
the eastbound lane of the 
Hertel strip for the mile 
walk to Shoshone Park. 
League coaches gathered 
their teams together, 
holding signs announcing 
their squad and chanting 
their name in a victory 
march. Dads put little 
ones on their shoulders 
and Moms pushed stroll-
ers over the gray con-
crete that is the path to a 
child's first success in the 

fields of that tiny park 
near Main Street.

At the park, Hornung 
took the microphone first, 
situated at home plate 
of Diamond #1 and wel-
comed all to Opening Day 
of the best youth organi-
zation that this City has 

ever had, according 
to Morris and sec-

onded by his hon-
or, the Mayor. 
Hornung direct-
ed everyone's  
attention to the 
nearby United 

States Flag, fly-
ing over the left-

field fence near the 
league's headquarters 

for our National anthem, 
sung by a quartet of City 
Honors High School cho-
risters.

"We're here today to 
honor Don Morris for the 
many years he served 
us as president of this 
league,"said Hornung. 
"He put his heart and 
soul into this Park and 
we brought in some very 
special friends to help us 
honor the man who passed 
away late last year. Be-
sides the Mayor, also on 
hand was newly elected 

Congressman Tim Kenne-
dy, who shared his love for 
baseball while growing up 
in South Buffalo. Also on 
hand was newly elected 
Buffalo Common Council 
president Chris Scanlon, 
Delaware District Coun-
cilmember Joel Feroleto, 
Erie County Legislator 
Michael Kooshoian of the 
3rd District, Buffalo City 
Court Judge and a mem-
ber of the HNPYBL board, 
Peter Savage and the 
sheer elegance of Assem-
blywoman Crystal Peo-
ples-Stokes of the State 
Assembly 141st District 
who spoke briefly about 
her sincere pleasure of be-
ing in a Park where "we 
are investing in our chil-
dren."

Brown announced to 
the hundreds on hand 
gathered around the in-
field of the big league di-
amond of the Common 
Council's recent unani-
mous decision to name 
the diamonds the Don 
Morris Fields and appro-
priate signs that would be 
placed around the Park in 
his honor.

He spoke of the new 
Thomas M. Smith Athlet-
ic Center that is presently 
being built in the South-
east corner of the Park 
and its opening a little 
less than two years away. 

Councilmember Ferole-
to spoke briefly on his ex-
perience while playing in 
HNP as a boy, and being 
coached by Don Morris in 
the early '90's. He feels 
the Park belongs to all of 
us, even though it's in the 
University District. 

Soon after, Hertel 
North Park players ap-
peared around home plate 
wearing catcher's equip-
ment while the dignitaries 
from Downtown grabbed a 
baseball and awaited the 
throws from the Pitch-
er's mound. Marc Morris 
picked up a baseball and 
followed right behind. As 
the oldest son, and heir 
to the family name, he 
joined the Mayor with a 
first pitch together in the 
overwhelming tribute to 
his father.  "Play Ball!"

Marc Morris and Buffalo Mayor Byron W Brown 
throwing out the first pitch.
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Answers on page seven.

The Blotter 
 Felonies
From “D” District

North Buffalo
May 5, 2024
Delaware Avenue - Officer 
responding to a call for an 
assault in progress of a fe-
male being attacked, held 
up against the building 
and screaming did arrive 
on scene with a male wav-
ing officers down in front of 
2095 Delaware Avenue and 
pointed at two individuals 
engaged in a physical alter-
cation with defendant push-
ing the victim against the 
front door of the business. 
Officer did give verbal com-
mands to defendant to step 
over to separate parties. De-
fendant did pull away from 
officer stating, “Don’t touch 
me.” Officer did give further 
commands to get on the 
ground as defendant contin-
ued to pull away when offi-
cer did forcibly take defen-
dant to the ground where 
defendant further tensed 
body and tucked her arms 
to her body in an attempt to 
prevent officer from hand-

cuffing her. While officers 
were searching defendant 
she did continue to push off 
vehicle and pull away from 
officer and when officer was 
attempting to place defen-
dant in the patrol vehicle 
defendant did kick officer in 
the thigh.

May 5, 2024
Kenmore Avenue - Defen-
dant did walk past all points 
of purchase with cart full of 
$60.56 worth of items.

West Side
May 5, 2024
Lafayette Avenue - On 
5/5/2024 at approximate-
ly 0030 hours after being 
asked to leave residence at 
124 Rano Street, defendant 
did go to his New York regis-
tered vehicle, Toyota Corolla 
and grab an unknown object 
and did return and did stab 
victim twice in the left side 
of the abdomen. Defendant 
did leave in same vehicle as 
above and was stopped and 

apprehended at Lafayette 
Street. Knife was recovered 
in the passenger door pock-
et with visible blood on the 
knife. Defendant was taken 
back to 124 Rano, where 
a showup was conducted, 
with a positive showup. 
Knife was submitted to ev-
idence.  

Riverside
May 4, 2024
Elmwood Avenue - Defen-
dant did enter Home Depot 
at 1215 hours in New York 
registered vehicle, Hyund-
ai Santa Fe, then entered 
the garden center at 1219 
hours alone. Home Depot 
security notified officer that 
(2) small children and (1) 
small dog were locked in ve-
hicle, doors locked, windows 
up. Officer arrived at 1232 
hours and defendant still 
not present at 1234 hours. 
Defendant arrived from 
Home Depot parking lot 
and said, “I was only gone 
for a minute,” when asked 
to open doors/windows de-
fendant stated, “Why? So 
someone could take my 
kids?” then continuously 
shut vehicle doors. Vehicle 
temperature very high and 
dry.

May 4, 2024
Bush Street - Defendant 
did enter New York regis-
tered vehicle without per-
mission and once inside did 
cause damage to glove box 
and center console (value 
$500.00). Defendant did 
also throw paperwork ev-
erywhere and ransack ve-
hicle. Defendant did take 
without permission from 
vehicle a metal breaker bar, 
a debit card, and an ECC ID 
along with mail. Defendant 
was found in possession of 
these items while sleeping 
on a bike path nearby. Vic-
tim’s breaker bar that was 
stolen was found in 26 Bush 
Street related to a separate 
burglary.

May 5, 2024
Philadelphia Street - Offi-
cers did respond to violent 
domestic call. Upon arriv-
al complainant did state to 
officers, himself and defen-
dant got into a verbal alter-
cation which turned phys-
ical. Defendant did punch 
victim in the face causing 
laceration on the left eye.

FREE PIZZA: S. Pearles, 128 Sterling Ave., 14216 

Answers on page seven.

716-851-5694

CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEEThis Week’s Featured Friend:

If you would like to meet any of the adoptable dogs, please fill out an application online (if you are not already pre-
approved) , call the shelter, and leave a message with your name and phone number and the dog you’re interested in. 
Have patience, and they will call you back when they can. From there, a time will be scheduled for you to come and 
meet the dog. Please be patient, and remember they are very short staffed at the moment. Applications can be found 
at https://friendsofcbas.org/adopt

OUR SHELTER IS 
OVERFLOWING WITH DOGS!

This 10 yr old beauty is Charlotte. Chatty, snug-
glie and playful Charlotte wants to be with her 
humans as much as possible. Are you retired or 
work from home? Charlotte would like to inter-
view you for her new home. She is an outgoing 
girl with a big, but very sweet personality. Char-
lotte would want to be your one and only. Been 
feeling lonely? Charlotte would love to help you 
with that. Contact foster mom, Patty, via text 
or call at 716-361-9452 for more information. 
Charlotte is part of the Silver Whiskers, Special 
Paws adoption program. Ask for more details.

Parent Endangers Children 
At Home Depot Parking Lot

Answers on page seven.



WEEK OF THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 19PAGE  4

Seniority
Dear Rusty:  I keep 

reading that the SSA will 
only be able to pay out 75% 
of benefits come 2033. If 
congress were to do noth-
ing and this reduction in 
benefits occurred, would 
seniors already collect-
ing benefits in 2033 have 
their benefits reduced 
or would it only be those 
who have not begun to 
collect have their future 
benefits reduced? I will 
be collecting my benefits 
no later than 2027 but my 
wife will not reach full re-
tirement age until 2033 
and we are looking for 
information on whether 
we need to adjust savings 
now to account for mine 
or my wife’s possible re-
duction in benefits.

Thank you in advance 
for your service as a So-
cial Security Advisor.

Signed: Worried Se-
nior

Dear Worried Se-
nior:

If Congress does noth-
ing to prevent Social Se-
curity’s reserves from 
depletion, Social Securi-
ty – by law – will only be 
able to pay out benefits 
equal to income, which 
is estimated to be about 
23% to 25% short of what 
will be needed to pay full 
benefits starting in 2033. 
That would mean every-
one who is already receiv-
ing monthly Social Secu-
rity benefits would get a 
payment 23% to 25% less 
than they were previous-
ly receiving. And without 
reform, new beneficiaries 
would get benefits simi-
larly reduced.

The action needed to 
prevent those cuts from 
happening resides with 

Congress, and any pro-
gram reform they enact 
would likely only affect 
those who are not yet col-
lecting. Whether or how 
that would affect you and 
your wife as future SS 
beneficiaries depends on 
the scope of reform Con-
gress will enact which, of 
course, is not yet known. 
That uncertainty, itself, 
is reason enough to bol-
ster your savings for your 
future retirement. 

The probability of 
Congress allowing the 
Trust Funds to be de-
pleted, thus necessitat-
ing an across the board 
cut in everyone’s benefit 
is, in my opinion, slim 
(it would be political sui-
cide). Congress already 
knows how to fix Social 
Security’s financial woes 
– they just currently lack 
the bipartisanship and 
political fortitude to do 
so. And it’s doubtful any 
Social Security reform 
will happen this election 
year – rather, the oppos-
ing sides will likely just 
sling accusations at each 
other in 2024. But rest 
assured that both sides 
of Congress are acutely 
aware that reform of the 
Social Security program 
is needed soon, and we 
are already seeing signs 
that progress on reform 
may be forthcoming (but 
not until after the 2024 
elections). 

Congress is notorious 
for waiting until the last 
possible moment to act, 
and I don’t suggest you 
alter your Social Security 
claiming strategy based 
on the unknown. But 
building a bigger nest egg 
for retirement is always a 

Ask Rusty – Future Retiree Worried 
About Social Security’s Future

prudent goal.  Also, call-
ing your Congressional 
Representative to endorse 
needed Social Security re-
form which ensures your 
future benefits will not be 
cut would be a good move. 

Thank you for submit-
ting your question to our 
Social Security Advisor 
department. Be sure to 
share our link with your 
family and friends. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not rep-
resent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

SeniorSenior

TRIVIATRIVIA

1) The 1980s group Duran Duran took its name from a character
in which movie?
________________________________________________
2. What is the science of making maps called?
________________________________________________
3) Which country is surrounded by the country of South Africa?
________________________________________________
4) What is the name of the boy who owns the toys in “Toy Story”?
________________________________________________
5) Which sitcom has the theme song, “Everywhere You Look”?
________________________________________________
6) How many checkers does each player get to start the game?
________________________________________________
7) Which children’s book features a construction vehicle
named Mary Anne?
________________________________________________

Pop Quiz
Test your knowledge!

??? ???

Last Answers: 1. Lake Ontario. 2. “Cheers.” 3. The knee. 4. Mr. 
Boddy. 5. Goliath frog. 6. Atmospheric pressure. 7. Sancho Panza. 
8. “Groundhog Day.” 9. Thespis, 6th-century poet 10. “Cowboy 

Carter.”
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Erie County Clerk 
Michael P. Kearns is re-
minding motorists of the 
May 7, 2025 deadline to 
obtain an enhanced or 
REAL ID, for which you 
will need to board a flight 
within the U.S., or enter 
certain federal buildings 
including military bases, 
unless you have a valid 
U.S. passport or another 
federally-accepted form 
of identification.

Kearns said, 
“The REAL ID 
process must be 
completed, in 
person, at any 
Erie County 
Auto Bureau. 
Our Motor Ve-
hicle Represen-
tatives will verify 
the authenticity and 
scan original or certified 
documents. We want the 
public to be ready. Do not 
delay the inevitable, re-
view what original docu-
ments are required well 
before the May 7, 2025 
deadline, which is exact-
ly one year away. In our 
effort to make our cus-
tomers visit quick and 
efficient, appointments 
are strongly encour-
aged.”

To apply for a REAL 
ID driver’s license or 
non-driver identifica-
tion card, you must pro-
vide original or certified 
documentation that in-
cludes your date of birth 
and full name, such as 
a valid U.S. passport or 
passport card, a certified 
copy of a birth certificate 

with a raised/embossed 
seal, or an unexpired 
permanent resident 
card. No photo copies can 
be accepted.

You must also provide 
a document that dis-
plays your current legal 
name and full nine dig-
its of the Social Securi-
ty number. If your name 
has changed in any way 
and different from your 

proof of identity doc-
ument, you must 

provide proof of 
a legal name 
change such as 
a certified mar-
riage certifi-
cate, court or-

der, or adoption 
decree issued by 

your county’s fam-
ily court. Finally, you 

must provide two print-
ed documents that show 
that you are a current 
resident of New York 
State, such as a current, 
unexpired NY license 
or ID, rental or lease 
agreement, a credit card 
or bank statement, or a 
home utility bill, each 
with name and address.

“We also want the 
public to select the doc-
ument is right for them 
as they do have a choice 
between an Enhanced 
Driver License (EDL), a 
REAL ID version, or sim-
ply maintain a Standard 
ID or Driver ‘s License,” 
stated Kearns. “The EDL 
is the ‘super-sized’ REAL 
ID that also allows for 
cross boarder travel be-
tween Canada, Mexi-

co and some Caribbean 
countries by land or sea.”

Only U.S. Citizens 
who are residents of New 
York can obtain an En-
hanced New York State 
license. The addition-
al fee for an enhanced 
driver licensed (EDL) or 
enhanced non-driver ID 
card (ENDID) is $30.00. 
The fee is added to the 
other fees for the driver 
license or non-driver ID 
transaction.

There is no addition-

al cost to get a REAL 
ID driver license or 
non-driver ID. All nor-
mal transaction fees still 
apply. Neither the REAL 
ID nor the Enhanced ver-
sions can be used to fly 
internationally. All over-
seas flights to foreign 
countries do require a 
valid U.S. Passport book.

Find out more about 
the REAL ID Act and 
review the list of accept-
able documents required 
in order to meet the new 

compliance standard or 
book an on-line appoint-
ment by visiting www.
erie.gov/clerk. Those 
without internet access 
needing to make a res-
ervation or require rea-
sonable accommodations 
may call the Clerk’s Out-
reach center at 716-858-
8864.Kearns Reminds Motorists 

Of REAL ID Deadline

Independent Health is a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract offering HMO, HMO-POS, 
HMO-SNP and PPO plans. Enrollment in Independent Health depends on contract renewal. Benefi ts vary by plan. 
This information is not a complete description of benefi ts. Call (716) 635-4900 or 1-800-958-4405 for more 
information. 1Every year, Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Independent Health is the only 
Medicare Advantage plan in all 8 counties within the WNY service area to have 5 stars. 2Limitations, cost sharing and 
restrictions may apply. Benefi t and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 each year. Independent 
Health’s Medicare Encompass 65® Edge HMO plan includes preventive dental coverage only. Additional cost sharing 
may apply for non-participating dentists. 3A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For 
accommodations of persons with special needs at sales meetings, please call (716) 635-4900 or 1-800-958-4405 
(TTY users call 711): October 1 – March 31: Monday – Sunday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m., April 1 – September 30: Monday – 
Friday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are 
available to you. Call 1-800-665-1502 (TTY: 711). Independent Health complies with applicable Federal civil right 
laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: Si habla 
español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-800-665-1502 (TTY: 711). 注
意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-800-665-1502 (TTY: 711). 
Y0042_C9482_M  Accepted 12202023 ©2024 Independent Health Association, Inc. 

Not everything in life is simple, but your retirement can be — when 
you’ve got the RedShirt® Treatment. At Independent Health, we know 
how much goes into planning your retirement. That’s why you can 
trust us to fi nd the Medicare plans that are best for you, from the only 
5-star plans in Western New York. Keeping Medicare simple — that’s 
retirement the RedShirt way.

Speak with a Medicare RedShirt today.3

(716) 635-4900 or 1-800-958-4405 (TTY: 711)  
Oct. 1 – Mar. 31: Mon. – Sun., 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Apr. 1 – Sept. 30: Mon. – Fri., 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
RedShirtTreatment.com/Medicare

We make MedicareSimple .

Retire 
the RedShirt® way

MEDICARE 
PLAN OPTIONS

$0
PPO PLAN WITH A 

NATIONAL NETWORK

$10
COMPREHENSIVE 

DENTAL COVERAGE2

UP TO

$2,000

5 2024 MEDICARE STAR RATING1

OUT OF 5

Publication Issue Date Month/Day Ad Size/Color Mechanical Material Contacts Caption Position Space Material

Buffalo Rocket 1/18/24 Thurs 3 Col x 11" 
4/C

5.92" x 11" editor.buffalorocket@
gmail.com; ihadmaterials@
gelia.com 

Main 
Message

Request right 
hand page, far 
forward 

1/5/24 1/12/24

34147_AgeInMainMsgAds_5.92x11_BuffRocket.indd   134147_AgeInMainMsgAds_5.92x11_BuffRocket.indd   1 1/10/24   11:48 AM1/10/24   11:48 AM

Michael P. Kearns
Erie County Clerk
Guest Columnist

Thank you for 
patronizing our
ADVERTISERS
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And all our nurses who 
advocate tirelessly for 
New York’s patients, 

safe staffing, and quality 
care for all.

www.nysna.org
@nynurses
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Winter Auto Floor Mats, 
Brand new Jeep Compass 
Floor Mats. $50.00. Call 716-
248-5344.

Georgio of Beverly Hills 20" x 
16" Beach bag with Slide out 
purse. $25.00. Call 716-836-
1913.

Feral cat houses FREE for win-
ter - Stryofoam coolers with straw 
for bedding. 716-877-4682.

Ski boots Swiss Raichle 
191RE, ladies size 7 worn 
twice, $90.00. 716-877-4682.

Dresses size 8 - one black 
one green for holidays $15.00. 
716-877-4682.

FOR SALELEGAL

 CLASSIFIED

Notice of Formation of AMERICAN 
MADE HAULING, LLC Articles of 
Org. filed with the Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on, 07-18-2023. Office in Erie 
County. SSNY is the designated agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to 30 Grace St., Buffalo, 
NY 14207. Any lawful purpose.       19

Notice of Formation of Eve Holberg 
Planning LLC, LLC Articles of Org. 
filed with the Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on March 19, 2024. Office in 
Erie County. SSNY is the designated 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 71 Norwalk 
Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14216. Any 
lawful purpose.                                  21

Buffalo City School District
Request for Bid/Proposal

RFP 25-0625-013 MURAL AND 
WALL RESTORATION SERVICES 
AT SCHOOL #019 NATIVE 
AMERICAN MAGNET – RE-BID

BID  25-0630-014 STUDENT 
TRANSPORTATION

BID  25-0625E2-005 PRINTING 
OF 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR 
CALENDARS

Offering Specifications posted at:
buffaloschools.bonfirehub.com/
portal

Jennifer LoTempio
Acting Director of Purchase

Puzzle on page three. Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page three.

REFEREE’S NOTICE OF SALE IN FORECLOSURE
SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF ERIE

SUNTRUST BANK, Plaintiff - against - THOMAS J. SERRA, et al Defendant(s).
Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered on February 8, 2024. I, the undersigned 

Referee will sell at public auction in the Closing Room of the Erie County Clerk’s Office, 92 
Franklin Street, 1st Floor, Buffalo, New York on the 16th day of May, 2024 at 10:00 AM. All that 

tract or parcel of land, situate in the Town of Holland, County of Erie and State of New York.
Premises known as 9621 Savage Road, Holland, NY 14080.

(Section: 262, Block: 1, Lot: 16)
Approximate amount of lien $218,598.33 plus interest and costs. Premises will be sold subject to 
provisions of filed judgment and terms of sale. Index No. 817317/2018. Jennifer A. Runfola, Esq., 

Referee. McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC Attorney(s) for Plaintiff 420 Lexington Avenue, 
Suite 840 New York, NY 10170

Tel. 347/286-7409
Dated: March 5, 2024

During the COVID-19 health emergency, bidders are required to comply with all governmental 
health requirements in effect at the time of sale including but not limited to, wearing face 

coverings and maintaining social distancing (at least 6-feet apart) during the auction, while 
tendering deposit and at any subsequent closing. Bidders are also required to comply with the 

Foreclosure Auction Rules and COVID-19 Health Emergency Rules issued by the Supreme Court 
of this County in addition to the conditions set forth in the Terms of Sale.

19

SAM TERRANOVA
716-563-0836

Siding, gutterS, 
MaSonry, repair, 

Quality Work

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Cynthia Young, 353 Sanders Rd., 14216 

AREA SENIOR CENTERS
NORTH BUFFALO
GLORIA J. PARKS COMMUNITY CENTER - 3242 Main St. Buffalo 14214    832-1010                                                       

NORTH BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 203 Sanders Rd. Buffalo 14216   768-1004

RIVERSIDE
NORTHWEST BUFFALO COMMUNITY CENTER - 155 Lawn Ave. Buffalo 14207   876-8108

KENMORE
KENMORE SENIOR CENTER  - 135 Wilber Ave. Kenmore 14217   873-0737                                                                                                      

WEST SIDE
WEST SIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES - 161 Vermont St. Buffalo 14213 884-6616

CONCERNED ECUMENICAL MINISTRY (CEM) - 286 Lafayette Ave. Buffalo 14213  882-2442  

FATHER BELLE COMMUNITY CENTER - 104 Maryland St. Buffalo 14201 845-0485                                                       

RICHMOND-SUMMER SENIOR CENTER - 337 Summer St. Buffalo 14222 885-3290

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET 
GET RESULTS!

 Call Barbara Gilboy at 861-3304 for Rates & Special PromotionsCall Dennis at 873-2594 for Rates & Special Promotions

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET
GET RESULTS

FOR RENT

 Live in Trier Woods, a peaceful
55+ apartment community on

The Brothers of Mercy 
Campus in Clarence.

Rent as low as $759 a month,
including utilities, cable & internet!

 
716-759-2122

BrothersofMercy.org

Affordable, Comfortable

Independent Living!

Corporate Office:
9195 Main Street
Clarence, NY 14031
716.632.0808 | 716.632.8586 fax
www.GallagherPrinting.com

Buffalo Rocket:
PO Box 271
Buffalo, NY 14207
716.873.2594 | 716.632.8586 fax
www.BuffaloRocket.com

Dennis M. Gallagher
yourprinter2507@aol.com

716.361.5764 cell



WEEK OF THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2024BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 19PAGE  8

Lab Grown Diamonds
Same Quality,

More Sustainable,
More Affordable.

A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.
• Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals
• Advance of Need Planning
• Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts
• Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

Our family 
helping your family 

celebrate life.

SQhair
sqhairsalon.com

OFFERING 
$15 HAIRCUTS$15 HAIRCUTS
ON TUESDAYS
APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

CALL FOR DETAILS

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com

BANQUET ROOM 
ACCOMMODATES  

UP TO 45 PEOPLE
Call  for Reservat ions

1545 HERTEL AVENUE  836-5411
2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS

WITH 2 LITER SODA

$$36.0036.00
LARGE 5 TOPPING PIZZA

Veggie or Meat
  Red, White or Bleu Cheese Sauces Available 

ALL YOU CAN EATALL YOU CAN EAT  SPAGHETTI!SPAGHETTI!
Tuesday Only
Dine In Only
All Day TUES & WED

2 SMALL CHEESE PIZZAS
$25.00

ADD'N TOPPINGS EXTRA PER PIZZA
LIMITED TIME ONLY

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

INFLATION INFLATION 
BUSTERBUSTER

$25.00

$4.99

The Wellington Pub
1541 HERTEL AVENUE • 833-9899 • WELL INGTONPUB .COM1541 HERTEL AVENUE • 833-9899 • WELL INGTONPUB .COM

FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE FOR

TAKE OUT

Vo ted  BUFFALO ’S  BEST

F I SH  FRY
by  A r t v o i ce

SERVED ALL DAY
FRIDAY ONLY 

Delivery
11 am Until

Closing

Our 52nd 
Year!

FISH FRY
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

$14.50$14.50

NEXT TO NEXT TO 
BOB & JOHNSBOB & JOHNS

MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE1191 HERTEL AVENUE
Business Hours:Business Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pmMon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm
Closed Wednesdays Closed Wednesdays 

Saturday 7 am- 5 pmSaturday 7 am- 5 pm

www.johnnysmeats.comwww.johnnysmeats.com

WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

VOTED 
BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY

  –BUFFALO SPREE 

Slab 
Bacon

$4.89 lb.

Chicken
Pot Pies

$3.99 ea.

$95 MEAT
PACKAGE

$125 MEAT
PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin 
Steaks

4 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Thighs
4 lbs. Italian 

Sausage
3 lbs. Sahlens
 Hot Dogs

Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Mediterranean 
Market

$9.95 liter     

6-8 oz. Sirloin 
Steaks

5 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Thighs
4 lbs. Chicken Breasts
4 lbs. Italian Sausage
3 lb. Pork Roast
3 lbs. Sahlens  

Hot Dogs

Extra Large

Eggs
$2.00 dz.     

Our Own Cooked
Roast Beef

$9.99 lb.     

Frozen
Chicken Fingers

$24.95 per 5lb. bag     

USDA Choice
Sirloin Steaks

$7.99 lb.     

Our Own Stuffed
Pork Chops

$3.99 lb.     


