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The Buffal Zoo invites you and your family to celebrate the holidays with Santa

R

and the Zoo animals! The Zoo will host its annual Breakfast with Santa events on

December 14, 15, 21, and 22.

'Tis the season for one
of Western New York’s fa-
vorite holiday traditions:
Breakfast with San-
ta at the Buffalo Zoo!

Families are invited 5'5_";:*
to kick off the holi- k_t‘_éog)l\\)jﬂ __

days with a festive
morning of food,

fun, and unforget- N

table memories on
December 13, 14, and 20.
Guests can enjoy a hot

breakfast buffet, season-

al activities, and a spe-
cial meet-and-greet

with Santa Claus
and some of the Zoo’s
animal

_incredible
Y ambassadors. Each
v ticket also includes
' full-day admission

to the Buffalo Zoo,

allowing families to con-
tinue the magic long after
breakfast ends.

This year, the Zoo is add-
ing something extra spe-
cial. For the first time ever,
a very limited number of
behind-the-scenes animal
encounters will be avail-
able as add-on experienc-
es. These exclusive oppor-
tunities are open to groups
of six guests or fewer, and
all participants must be at
least four years
Continued on page six.

Seeking Submissions Of Original Artwork

For Garden Walk Buffalo 2026

Garden Walk Buffalo,
America’s largest garden
tour, is looking for sub-
missions of original art-
work to promote the 2026
event, which will be held
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday, July
25 & 26, 2026.

You may enter any form
of painting (any medium,
any style — traditional to
contemporary), drawings,
photography, illustra-
tions, sculpture or mixed
media work.

Submissions are limit-

ed to five entries per art-

Entries are ist.
due Saturday, ar Portrait
January 31, (vertical) ori-

2026.

This is an
opportunity to share your
artwork with hundreds of
local gardeners and tens
of thousands of visitors
from around the U.S. and
beyond.

Submission guidelines:

BUFFALO NTIAGARA entation is

preferred

Keep artwork simple;
it needs to reproduce well
on a variety of materials.
Do not put any type/logos
on the artwork. All details
of the event will be added
later.

Artwork should be con-
sidered “wearable and
saleable” for both men
and women. Artwork will
be reproduced on a vari-
ety of mediums and sold
to promote Garden Walk
Buffalo

All use of the artwork
will be at the discretion of
Garden Walk Buffalo.

Submit a digital file of
your artwork, not to ex-
ceed 25 MB. Please zip/
compress large files. The
preferred size of the file is
8”x10” inches at 300 dpi.

Include a short biog-
raphy of yourself and an
explanation of why your
Continued on page six.

Photo Courtesy of Buffalo Zoo.
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 First Night Buffalo Kicks Off |

2026 Celebrations

The New Year’s Eve Glow accessories

countdown is on, and Balloons
the Independent Health Noisemakers
Foundation is ready to Confetti poppers

help Western New York-
ers celebrate. The Foun-
dation’s signature pro-

Disco spotlight
Temporary tattoos
Face paint palette

gram, First Coloring banner
Night® Buf- with crayons

falo, returns Juggling scarves
with its pop- 2 free kids’ ad-
ular Family missions to Ex-

Party Pack and
free online fami-
ly-friendly show.

Available
now for $25 ($80 value)
at select Tops Friendly
Markets locations and
online at www.firstnight-
buffalo.org, the Family
Party Pack includes fes-
tive items and activities
for a family of four to cel-
ebrate New Year’s Eve at
home, including:

plore & More
. And more!
e — Now in its
buffalo 37th year and
sixth year in
an online format, First
Night® Buffalo also in-
cludes a robust online en-
tertainment lineup with
music, dancing, animal
shows, and more. All per-
formances will be avail-
able for free at www.first-
nightbuffalo.org starting

\ Party hats

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

Continued on page six. p

December, 1993. SADD PRESENTATION A HIT
AT LAFAYETTE HIGH SCHOOL..From Left:
Annette Naples (WNY SADD Coordinator), Dr.
Jean Kilbourne, and Maria Martens (Erie County
Stop-DWI Program).

r

Loecal Weather
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AUTOMOTIVE
& DETAIL

DETAIL SPECIAL: $179.95

SPECIAL INCLUDES:
Wash Vehicle

Pressure Wash Wheel Wells

Paste Wax Exterior

Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior

Shampoo Floormats

Wipe Down Door Panels And Daskboard
Clean And Viny! And Leather

Polish Windows Inside And Out

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216
WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193

THE KENMORE CLUB
1530 Kenmore Avenue * 875-5780

Party & Banquet Rooms
Full Catering Service Available

BINGO

SunNDAY, 7:00pPMm

Knights of Columbus 3
PROGRESSIVE

g G Played every
-~ 6 Wednesday
at 1:00 pm

FREE PIZZA: Bethany Solek, 59 Sterling Ave., 14216

NOLTH PADRK THEATDLE

OPENING FRIDAY
SENTIMENTAL VALUE

’1 |
SENTIMENTAL VALUE Fri 12/12: (12:45), 3:35 Sat 12/13: (2:00),

0C), (4:05), 7:00, 9:50 Tue 12/16: (1:15), (4:05), 7:00,
9:50 Wed 12/17: (1:15), (4:05), 7:00, 9:50 Thur 12/18:
(1:15), (4:05), 7:00, 9:50

THE BELLS OF ST. MARY’S (1945) Sat 12/13:
(11:15am) Sun 12/14: (11:15am)

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to BOB & JOHN'S
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.
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@ SPORTS

By Bill Snyder

Thomas More Wolf. January 21, 1963 — December 4, 2024.

It's Christmas time. The
most wonderful time of the
year when families gather and
share the love for the season.
The spirit of giving and re-
ceiving grabs a hold of us now
and reminds us all of just how
blessed we are to be able to
show our love for others.

Last weekend, hundreds
of families shopped the many
small businesses along
Hertel Avenue while
they waited for the
lighting of the gi-
ant Christmas tree
at St. Margaret’s
Church. Santa and
Mrs. Claus arrived
to greet all the chil-
dren and songs from a
choir filled the air.

On a Bills Victory Monday,
Mike Schopp and the Bulldog
from Sports Radio WGR 55
were broadcasting live from
Dash’s Market at Hertel and
Starin, asking for donations
of non-perishable foods and
warm hats, scarves and gloves
for the needy at the Buffalo
City Mission.

"We have always tried to
give back and support our
community any way we can,"
said Dash’s Store Manager
Joe Catalano over the air, in-
side the Market. "We've been
in business over 100 years
and we have this community
to thank."

But the biggest gift to North
Buffalo this year has to be the
new Thomas Smith Athletic
Center that’s now open and
being used for several sports
events including football. This
past Monday night, while
teams from the Delaware Soc-

DON MORRIS
1942-2023

cer Club were practicing for
their season, one North Buffa-
lo family gathered on the an-
niversary of the sudden death
of Thomas More Wolf.

A former board member of
the Hertel North Park Youth
Baseball League and longtime
coach in Shoshone Park, Tom
Wolf passed away on Decem-
ber 4th of last year and his loss

has been greatly felt by
™ anyone who has ever
played or coached
in the League since

the early 1980%s. He
was 61.

A fierce advocate
for the League, Wolf
assured everyone of
fair play and equal op-

portunities for both boys
and girls in the Park. A lover
of the game of baseball and
the St. Louis Cardinals MLLB
team, he coached his three
sons, William, Matthew and
Hugh all play the game he
loved and then stayed on to
assist the HNPYBL board of
directors carry out the duties
of running this almost 70 year
old League until just before
the Covid season of 2020.

A huge plaque has been
created with his name and
contributions to the League
to be displayed inside the Ath-
letic Center for all to read. The
Plaque reads:

He leaves behind a legacy,
defined by loyalty, generosity
and an unwavering belief in
the power of youth sports. As
a devoted coach of the Cardi-
nals, Tom poured his heart
into every practice, every sea-
son and every young player he
mentored.

His leadership extended
far beyond wins and loss-
es- he built confidence, fos-
tered teamwork and created
an environment where kids
felt valued both on and off
the field. To many, he wasnt
just a coach; he was a steady
presence, a role model and a
source of encouragement who
inspired players to give their
best in everything they did.

Tom’s dedication to the Her-
tel North Park Youth Base-
ball organization ran deep.
As a passionate advocate and
long-time board member, he
worked tirelessly to strength-
en the program and ensure
that every child, regardless of
circumstance, had the oppor-
tunity to experience the joy of
baseball. His commitment to
the community was rooted in
a simple but powerful belief:
the game he loved could shape
lives, build character and
bring people together.

Through countless hours of
service, planning and hands-
on involvement, he helped
the league grow into a place
where families felt support-
ed and young lives thrived.
Though he is no longer with
us, Tom’s spirit lives on in the
fields he tended, the players
he mentored and the families
he uplifted. His legacy of com-
passion and dedication will
continue through ongoing ef-
forts to help families financial-
ly, allowing more children the
chance to play the game that
meant so much to him.

May he rest in peace, know-
ing that his influence will echo
through generations. And
may every crack of the bat,
cheer from the stands, and ev-
ery smile on a young player’s
face serve as a tribute to the
remarkable man he was.

January 21, 1963- Decem-
ber 4, 2024

A very jovial and cheer-
ful man, Tom was a friendly
face to everyone who came
in contact with him. He took
an interest in all his players
on the diamonds and in their
schoolwork. He worked with
all boys individually, helping
improve their swing of a bat
or a pitch hrown. He taught
thousands of young athletes in
the Park and stayed in touch
with them once they attended
high school. He helped shape
the young life of Alexander
"Gator" Johnson as a 12 year
old before he went on to attend
Hutch Tech and get drafted by
the

Cincinnati Reds.

A moment of prayer was
given by Father Richard
"Duke" Zajac, a longtime fam-
ily friend, in remembrance of
Tom before the Hertel North
Park Youth Baseball League
was presented with a check
from the Wolf family. "We
thank Tom Wolf and his entire
family for his dedication and
contribution to this League
and this Park," said Scott Gal-
livan, vice-president of Hertel
North Park, representing the
League. "He will always be re-
membered."
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Felonies
From D' Dictrict

Thief Steals 8 Christmas Trees From
Family Dollar On Niagara Street

North Buffalo
December 9, 2025
Amherst Street - The
defendant entered We-
gmans, 601 Amherst
Street, selected mer-
chandise and proceeded
past all points of pur-
chase without render-
ing payment. Proper-
ty taken was valued at
approximately $185.64.
The defendant was iden-
tified by the detective
from previous encoun-
ters. Report taken by
patrol officer.

West Side

December 7, 2025
Grant Street - Defendant
did resist complainant
restraining to stretcher
during transport to hos-
pital. This resistance did
cause complainant, who
is an AEMT on AMR,
damage to her glasses

in the amount of at least
$150.00.

December 5, 2025
Norwood Avenue - Of-
ficers responded to a
criminal mischief com-
plaint. Upon arrival,
officers observed the
defendant wearing the
same clothing described
in the 911 call. Officers
then detained the de-
fendant, then spoke go
the complainant. The
complainant stated in
a sworn statement that
he observed defendant
slash two tires with a
knife. Officers did find
a pocket knife on defen-
dant.

December 4, 2025
Niagara Street - De-
fendant did take eight
Christmas trees, valued
at $45.00 each, past all
points of purchase from
Family Dollar at 2213
Niagara Street. Defen-
dant was apprehended
in Minnesota registered
vehicle, where defen-
dant and co-defendant
were in possession of
stolen merchandise from
store. Also recovered
from defendant’s purse
was 2.0g of a white pow-
dery substance believed
to be cocaine.

Riverside

December 9, 2025
Crowley Avenue - Com-
plainant stated that de-
fendant did push her in
throat, strike her with
his hands, drag her

down the stairs and to
the driveway by her hair
causing pain and bruis-
ing. Complainant states
suspect did then wave a
firearm around threat-
ening to shoot anyone
that came to the house
causing her to fear for
her life. A black ABC-15
AR-style rifle was re-
covered unloaded with a
fixed magazine on scene.

December 8, 2025
Lamont Place - Defen-
dant did violate stay
away order of protec-
tion issued by presiding
honorable judge. Victim
states defendant did yell
at victim calling her a,
“dirty b***h.”

December 7, 2025

Upper East Lane - The
defendant, along with
already apprehended
co-defendant broke the
rear door of 2 Upper
East Lane and began
squatting inside of the
apartment. The apart-
ment was already being
used for criminal activ-
ity including drug use

and theft. The defen-
dant and co-defendant
created a significant
health risk to the sur-
rounding apartments
by leaving raw food
to rot as well as feces
and wurine throughout
the apartment. While
inside the apartment,
an active copper wa-
ter supply line was cut
and stolen causing sig-
nificant flooding and
damage. The damages
caused throughout the
apartment are estimat-
ed to exceed $1,500.00
according to victims
statement. The victims
statement was taken
by detective and photo-
graphs of the scene were
taken.

December 7, 2025

Germain Street - Vic-
tim was driving suspect
(defendant) home from
ECMC when suspect
suddenly started to at-
tack victim from the
back seat, climbed over
and started to hit vic-
tim, then pulled her out
of the car and continued
to hit her on the ground.

December 4, 2025
Ontario Street - Defen-
dant did strike victim
about the head with the
leg of a wooden chair
causing a contusion and
laceration to her fore-
head. Vietim did also
have 2 lacerations to
right forearm. All inju-
ries required stitches.

MAGIC MAZE @

EUROPEAN
CANDY

QWT SQNKIFCZWURTP
MJHENCNZXUSQNLH
JGECZIXOVTRPNSO
LJHESPORDNODNOL
CAYAWMACARONVTL
TRPNKHHLESEKINY
GMENALSCBTEBZEW
XWUTUSIRPLANUMO
OPMKLIJEMMIGRACO
SRAMOEGUTAKTI KD
DBAYXLDWUTSZETPA

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: Home of the U.S. Film Industry

Akanes Kit Kat Mars Pirate Coins
Cuberdon Lokum Mentos Rahat
Dumle London Drops  Milka Spunk
Geisha Macaron Pez

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Answers on page six.

FREE PIZZA: Christop Wrisley, 87 Rand Ave., 14216

_ KingCrossword

ACROSS 12
1 Tousle

5 Resistance

unit
8 Prego rival

12 Bickering
13 Zodiac animal
14 Pub orders

15 Tabula —

16 Sheer fabrics

18 Santiago resi-
dent

20 Playful sea
critter

21 Mormon

40

church, for

short

22 Top card 7

23 Army bigwigs (50
26 Scolding

52

30 "Humbugt®  |%®

55

31 Cooking fuel

32 French pro- 52 Poet Teasdale 9 Oodles

Weekly SUDOKU

—
N
@)

(o

AIN|W

~

3

= NN

5|8

noun 53 Rolling
33 Upbeat stone's lack
36 Rose protec- 54 Lair
tor 55 Threaded fas-
38 Weeding tool tener
39 Spanish gold
40 Parlor pieces DOWN
43 Bar exercises 1 Artist Chagall
47 Trailblazing 2 Beechive State
congress- 3 Spanish ayes
woman 4 Stable enclo-
Shirley — sures
49 Power co. 5 Killer whales
supply 6 Virtuoso vio-
50 Suffix for mil- linist Hilary
lion 7 2001, to Cato
51 "Levitating" 8 Traveled the
singer Lipa rapids

29 Tom Collins
10 Hereditary liquor
unit 31 "My word!"
11 Cold War ini- 34 Stages
tials 35 Ritzy
17 Central 36 Part of TNT
points 37 Truthful
19 Asner and 39 "Holy cow!"
Harris 40 Con job
22 Sounds of 41 Columbus'
relief home
23 Telly network 42 Evergreens
24 Fan's cry 43 Crossword
25 Sashimi fish hint
26 Automobile 44 — Bator
27 "Aslseeit,” 45 Lima's land
in a text 46 "Shoo!"
28 Fish-fowl 48 Quirky
insert

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page six.

2 6749

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: &

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
€ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page six.
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About Remarrying And Benefits
From An Ex-Spouse - Ask Rusty

Dear Rusty: I am al-
most 57, divorced after
a 14-year marriage. My
former spouse is 15 years
older than I and made
significantly more money
than me. I am required
to retire from my job at
age 60 but expect to keep
working In some capaci-
Ly

I have a girlfriend of a
similar age to me. She did
not earn as much as her
former husband as she
mainly raised their chil-
dren. She is also divorced
from an older spouse who
made more money than
she did. I am trying to
figure out if we will be
penalized if we marry, or
If it matters if we wait
until after we reach 60
years of age. Can I claim
my own benefits when
I become eligible at 62,

then claim survivor ben-
efits later, whenever my
former spouse passes? Is
that affected if, or when,
I remarry? I do not want
to give up my potential
survivor benefits from
my ex-spouse. Are those
affected if I remarry?
IfTunderstand correct-
1y, if I remarry even after
60, we would both forfeit
divorced spousal bene-
fits, 1s that right? Giv-
en that my girlfriend’s
former spouse probably
made more money than
1, would she be forfeiting
her former spousal bene-
fits if we were to marry,
even after age 60?
Lastly, I am consider-
Iing retiring abroad as an
expat. Any suggestions
about how that would af-
fect our Social Security
benefits? Signed: Start-

Serving WNY since 1973 ¢ Buffalo Owned Company

Ask for Greg!

WNY Largest Transmission Dealer

Find
us on

onfinental.

TRANSMISSION

T

« FREETOWING

« ONE DAY SERVICE

In Most Cases

We Welcome
All Extended
Warranties

WNY'S LARGEST TRANSMISSION DEALER

With Service F ree «  Import Cars
o FREE ROADTEST e +  Front Wheel & 4 Wheel Drive
& Visual Inspection Electl’onlc +  4x4's, &Light Duty Trucks
. . + RV’sand Motor Homes
* POSTEDPRICES - Djgonostics - vightbutyTrucks & Alisons

SPECIALISTS IN:

== ATSG

OPEN DAILY
8am to 6pm &
Sat. 8am to 1pm

BUFFALO - 877-9650 - GREG SCARPACE

909 Hertel Ave. Between Delaware & EImwood
www.wnycontinentaltransmission.com

FREE PIZZA: Don Simmons Jr., 51 Sanders Rd., 14216

AM1440 FM105.3

WEBR RADIO.COM

FRIDAYS 9PM -MONDAYS 6AM

PLAYING THE
VERY BEST MUSIC
OF THE 70'S & 80'S!

SIMULCAST

EVERY WEEKEND ON

T
-~ _ i
—
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ing Over

Dear Starting Over:
With certain exceptions,
benefits from a living ex-
spouse cannot be collect-
ed if you remarry (regard-
less of your age when you
remarry). So, from what
you’ve shared, whenev-
er you remarry both you
and your new wife will
forfeit eligibility for ben-
efits from your respective
ex-spouses while they
are living (FYI, there are
exceptions for those who
are disabled).

However, the rules are
different for a surviving
ex-spouse: if you remar-
ry before age 60, you will
forfeit your surviving
ex-spouse benefit. But if
you remarry after age 60,
you retain eligibility to
collect survivor benefits
from a deceased former
spouse. So, if you and
your girlfriend remarry
after you are both age 60,
you will both still be able
to claim survivor bene-
fits based on your former
spouses’ records.

And, yes, it is possible
for you to initially claim
your own SS retirement
benefit at 62 and claim
your surviving ex-spouse
benefit later (after your
former spouse dies). Pro-
vided you remarry after
age 60 you do not lose
that option, but if you
were to claim a surviv-
ing ex-spouse benefit be-
fore reaching your full
retirement age (FRA),
the monthly payment
amount would be reduced
(all SS benefits taken be-
fore FRA are reduced).

Note too, that if you
plan to continue work-
ing after you are first
eligible for SS benefits,
Social Security has an
“earnings test” which
limits how much you can
earn from working while
collecting early benefits.
The limit changes yearly
(for 2025 it is $23,400)
and if exceeded, SS will
take back $1 in benefits
for every $2 you are over
the limit. And, as you
likely know, claiming at
age 62 will also mean a
benefit payment of about
30% less than available
at your FRA of 67. So, if
you plan to work after
age 62 and plan to claim
early SS, you should take
the “earnings test” into
consideration. FYI, the
earning test no longer
applies after you reach
your full retirement age.

Now, regarding retir-
ing overseas, be aware
that Social Security has
limits on where you can
collect U.S. Social Secu-
rity benefits. 1 suggest
you use Social Securi-
ty’s Payments Abroad
Screening Tool to find
out if benefits are pay-
able wherever you plan
to retire abroad.

Seniorn;

ST RNV R

Pop Quiz

Test your knowledge!

1) What is the name of the bloodhound featured on the sitcom

“The Beverly Hillbillies”?

2. Which Chinese dynasty mostly built the Great Wall?

3) Which 2003 movie is about juveniles who are sentenced to

work at a desert camp?

4) Which famous song begins with the line, “Hello darkness,

my old friend...”?

5) What’s another name for the patella?

6) What is the capital of Chile?

7) Who perfected the Champagne method?

8) What are the national flowers of Japan?

9) Who wrote the novel “Love in the Time of Cholera”?

10) Which wire is usually the main “hot” one in electrical work?

Answers on page seven.
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Michael P. Kearns
Erie County Clerk

Guest Columnist

Kearns Warns Drivers of Major
DMV Point System Overhaul

As 2026 approaches,
Erie County Clerk Mi-
chael P. Kearns is urg-
ing motorists to pre-
pare for significant and
far-reaching changes
to the New York State

your driving privileg-
es,” said Clerk Kearns.
“If you accumulate too
many points, it can
cause your license to be
suspended or revoked.
And points on a license

Department of Motor can also impact what
Vehicles (DMV) driv- you pay for insur-
er point system. ance.”

These reforms, Currently,
adopted in late MEETEENR, = drivers face a
2024, are de- T possible sus-
signed to more pension if they
quickly iden- accumulate 11
tify  high-risk points with-
motorists and in 18 months.
improve road However, un-

safety across New
York State (NYS).
“With these new rules
taking effect, it’s im-
portant for every New
York driver to under-
stand how points work
and how they can affect

der the new rules,
drivers can face sus-
pension with 10 points
within 24 months. This
means drivers will have
a lower point threshold
limit, before facing pen-
alties or possible sus-

pension.

Many common vVio-
lations will now carry
more points, making
it easier to reach the
10-point threshold:

Speeding 1-10 mph

over limit: increasing
from 3 to 4 points
Using a cell phone

while driving: increas-
ing from 5 to 6 points
Failure to yield to a

pedestrian: increasing
from 3 to 5 points
Reckless driving or

passing a stopped school
bus: will now result in 8
points, up from 5.

Speeding in construc-
tion zones is a particu-
lar focus under the new
law. Violators who ex-
ceed the speed limit in
a construction zone will
now result in 8 points
regardless of speed.
“This is one of the most
dramatic changes in the
new law,” Kearns noted.
“Construction workers
deserve to be protected,
and the state is sending
a clear message.”

Drivers will also see
points added for viola-
tions that previously
never carried none:

Equipment violations:
1 point each

Kids' Maze

—

©2025 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Answers on page seven.

PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET

at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO

Aspire Dental........
Bellamore Boutique...
Bertha's Diner............

Fig Tree Patissille..

T-Eleven....eeeeeeeccerreeeeeecsnn 460 Hertel Avenue
........... 476 Hertel Avenue
...3086 Delaware Avenue

....1430 Hertel Avenue

Black Rock Beverages................ 538 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John's Pizzeria..... ....1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ... 572 Hertel Avenue
Century 21 ..ovveveeeeeevrereseesnes 1705 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ............... 1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA................ 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon........ 3030 Delaware Avenue
Evans Bank........................ 2670 Delaware Avenue

...3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches............ 2820 Delaware Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home..... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Cir.....3242 Main Street

Gramma Mora’s.........ooevrnen 1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips................. ...2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ............... 1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors............. 1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuising)......... 3106 Delaware
Avenue

Imagine Salon.........ococcoee.. 1527 Hertel Avenue
Macy's Place .... ...3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey's Place ..cccvvveeeeeccccrreeeee 83 Niagara Street
Johnny's Medts..................... 1191 Hertel Avenue
Knights of Columbus...........1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers..................... 1588 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr ... 203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dentl.............. 1600 Hertel Avenue

\Norlh Park Library ................... 975 Hertel Avenue

Parkside Community Center ........2318 Main Street

Paul Wolf Ageny............... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant. ....2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market ................ 1716 Kenmore Avenue

Salon Avanti........ ....3086 Delaware Avenue
Salon Coronado... .... 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli............3104 Delaware Avenue
STSSOFS..vvvvvvverrrrrrrrrrrnnennenesseens 1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia......ccccoevceereeee 1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station..................... 4505 Main Street
Theater Apts 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie's Workout Centfer ........... 1481 Hertel Avenue

Vince's Pizza 1803 Kenmore Avenue

Wesselman's Inc... ..564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub.........cccooe. 1541 Hertel Avenue
WEST SIDE

Baptist Manor-........................ 276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library................. Niagara at Porter
BMHA Housing.......... ..245 Elmwood Avenue
(W) Lock & Key..... .. 183 Forest Avenue
COMNET STOTE...ovvrrrreeeereereresseeneee Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments........ 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware.................. 262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts...........505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart.................... 326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage (ir......121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank............. Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank.........oooevrrrecererrene 130 Grant Street

Military Coin Laundry ... .1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant .......... 1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments.........33 Linwood Avenue

Boys & Girls Club........... ... 54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors ..........2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station . 669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli............. ..1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ... ....2126 Niagara Street

Fast Stop Food Mart..
First Niagara Bank....
First Niagard.........ccccevvessseenn 201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop ....
House of Sandwich....

Nickel City Bottle Return.........2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Cir..... 155 Lawn Avenue
Pat's Pizzeria...........ooooooocveuee. 544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella......
Riverside Market................ 740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ................ Tonawanda Street
Roland Insurance Ageny.
Sun Restaurant .........
Up To You Deli......ooecereeees 2189 Niagara Street

1032 West Avenue
Vermont af Fargo

.......................................... 25 Review Place
431 Tonawanda Street

........ 236 Military Road
2141 Elmwood Avenue

890 Tonawanda Street
800 Tonawanda Street
788 Tonawanda Street
....2043 Niagara Street

... 1133 Tonawanda Street

432 Amherst Street
....1989 Niagara Street
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Illegal U-turns: 2 license and shouldn’t be
points on the road,” said Ke-
Obstructing traffic: 2 arns. “And to every in-
points nocent victim of a drunk

driver — I don’t know
anyone who disagrees
with that.”

Failure to move over
for emergency vehicles:
now 3 points

These changes orig- These reforms aim to
inate from Governor identify dangerous driv-
Kathy Hochul’s 2023 ing behavior earlier,

State of the State initia- increase accountability
tive, were formally pro- forrepeat offenders, and
posed in the July 2024 strengthen protections
New York State Regis- for families on New
ter, adopted in Novem- York’s roadways. “Driv-
ber 2024, and will take ing is a responsibility,”
effect in February 2026. said Kearns. “Under-
A major key change standing the rules of
took effect in January the road as well as the
2025a for impaired-driv- new point system helps
ing reform. The number keep your license in
of impaired driving con- good standing and helps
victions that result in a keep our roadways safer
lifetime license revoca- for everyone.”
tion has been reduced Motorists can find full
from five DUI convic- details on point values,
tions to four. “If you’ve violation explanations,
been convicted of driv- and how to review their
ing drunk four times, driving record by visit-
what the state is saying ing the New York State
is you shouldn’t have a DMV website.

CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET

Call Dennis at 873-2594 for Rates & Special Promotions |

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: Carol Johnston, 118 Admiral Rd., 14216
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Buffalo Gals of all ages
are talking about these books!

Special 20% discount for
Gallagher Printing patrons
and book club members
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Afternoon Drive Host
WEBR AM 1440 AND
FM 105.3 is one of Buffa-
lo’s most iconic radio sta-
tions. We are celebrating
our 100TH Anniversary in
2024 and would like you
to join our family!! We are
currently looking for an Af-
ternoon Drive host to be on
air from 2PM-6PM Mon-
day-Friday. Bring your en-
ergy and ability to relate to
our listeners. Experience
preferred, but will consid-
er someone who is willing
to learn and take direction.
College radio would be a big
plus!! Great support with
local ownership. Have fun,
be yourself and grow at the
same time!! Please email
a recent air check to: Tony
Venturoli, Program Direc-
tor, WEBR AM 1440, FM
105.3. Email address is:
ajthedjl104@hotmail.com.
Phone 716-481-8836.

Wittt o

Shea’s Performing Arts
Center announced reg-
istration is now open for
“Sing Your Story,” a camp
for students ages 10 — 17
running during the Febru-
ary school break. Through
a song of their choice, stu-
dents in this camp will
explore their unique life
experiences to create a
personal monologue and
sing their story. Under
the guidance of Shea’s
lead teaching artist Ale-
jandro Goémez, partici-
pants will develop their
own ideas, lighting, and
costumes, culminating
in a one-of-a-kind perfor-
mance where they are the
star! Sing Your Story con-
cludes with a community
showcase on the Shea’s
Smith Theatre stage, cel-
ebrating each student’s
creativity and voice. The
week-long camp will run
February 16 — 20 from
9:00AM - 4:00PM daily.
Space is limited. The cost
of the camp is $250 for
the week, with assistance
available to those in need.
To register, visit: https://
www.sheas.org/camps/
sing-your-story/.

Wit hw o

Solitary Walks Along
the North Sea At the
Burchfield Penney Art
Center, Dec. 11. 2025
5:30pm On Thursday,
December 11 at 5:30pm,
Ann C. Colley, SUNY
Distinguished Professor,
Emerita, will present a

screening and talk on
her recent work, Solitary
Walks along the East An-
gilia Coast at the Burch-
field Penney Art Center,
Buffalo State University.
This book is a significant
departure from Professor
Colley’s academic books.
Professor Colley’s talk
will include both audio
and visual components,
including magnificent
windswept visuals of
the Angilia Coast in En-
gland. Professor Colley
has thoughtfully chroni-
cled her weekend walks
along the coast, while she
was living in Cambridge,
England. At the time, she
was working on her 2023
literary study, Coleridge
and the Geometric Id-
iom: Walking with Eu-
clide. As a respite from
her work in Cambridge,
Professor Colley, would
board a train destined
for one of England’s sea-
side towns. These historic
towns reflect memories of
a former time when these
coastal communities were
popular destinations for
the British. Today, they
see far fewer visitors,
leaving the coastal beach
— at times — near empty.
Thus, according to Profes-
sor Colley, the deserted
shores of the North Sea
make for a near perfect
walk. Please join us for
this beautiful audio-visu-
al event in the Burchfield
Penny Art Penney Art
Center. Free and open to
the public. For More in-
formation, please con-
tact: Susan MecCartney,
Buffalo State University:
716.878.4030 | Meccart-
sa@buffalostate.edu.

FHendi w9

M&T Bank Presents
Third Thursdays at
the Buffalo Zoo will
continue for one more
Thursday in 2025 — De-
cember 18 — and three
Thursdays in 2026 -
January 15, February 19
and March 19. To partic-
ipate, guests will need to
reserve their free tickets
online before arriving
at the Zoo. Tickets can
be reserved at mtb.com/
ThirdThursdays. There
will be a limit of 10
tickets per group, with
timed ticket entry still
available between 10
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. While
tickets are honored all
day, visitors are asked to
arrive at the time they

signed up for. Special
programming on Novem-
ber 20 will feature sev-
eral Zookeeper Talks in-
cluding: 11 a.m. — Snow
Leopard Keeper Talk at
the Vanishing Animals
North Exhibit 12 p.m.
— Tawny Frogmouth &
Wallaby Keeper Talk at
the EcoStation Exhibit
2 p.m. — Bison Keeper
Talk at the Bison Ex-
hibit Current members
of the Zoo are always
admitted, even in the
event of a “Third Thurs-
day” sellout. Please note
that rides, concessions
and parking are not in-
cluded in the free admis-
sion. As the Buffalo Zoo
marks its 150th anniver-
sary this year, the M&T
Bank Presents Third
Thursdays at the Buffalo
Zoo program adds to the
Z00’s ongoing celebra-
tions, which are taking
place through December
2025. M&T is a longtime
partner of the Buffalo
Zoo and remains the lead
sponsor of the M&T Bank
Rainforest Falls exhibit.
To learn more about the
Buffalo Zoo and its latest
special events, visit buf-
falozoo.org.

Wit O

Submit Your
Communlty Event to

(Fapevine
editor.buffalorocket
@gmail.com
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Thank you for
patronizing our

ADVERTISERS

Buffalo Zoo Breakfast

With Santa

Co.rlrzgm ued from page one.
0

(seating is first come, first
served)

Event Details: * Tickets: Ad-
. . %atlezz&D;Sem- vance registra-
er 13, L ? tion required.
e Sessions: r Spotsl fill
9:00 a.m.—10:30 = quickly so it is
a.m. or 11:30 a.m.— encouraged for
1:00 p.m. PUffalozo0 guests to reserve
* Location: Chil- their tickets today

dren’s Resource Center at buffalozoo.org.

Seeking Submissions Of Original
Artwork For Garden Walk Buffalo 2026

Continued from page one.
artwork would be partic-
ularly appropriate to Gar-
den Walk Buffalo.

See more information
here.

To see past posters, vis-
it GardensBuffaloNiaga-
ra.com/past-posters

Email your entry to
aclark@gardensbuffaloni-
agara.com. Include ART
ENTRY in the subject
line. If possible, zip your

files or use a service like
Wetransfer.

One winner will be se-
lected to be featured on
the 2026 Garden Walk
Buffalo poster. That win-
ner will receive a $1,000
honorarium. The contest
is open to US residents

only.
For more information,
email aclark@gardens-

buffaloniagara.com or call
(716) 247-5004.

First Night Buffalo Kicks Off
2026 Celebrations

Continued from page one.
December 31, and includes:

Jeff the Animal Guy of
Nickel City Reptiles & Ex-
otics

DJ Milk

Jim the Balloon Guy

Drawing with Mallory

Squiggly Art Face Paint-
ing

Storytime with Kristine

Master Khechen’s Tae
Kwon Do

Characters from Em-
malee’s Memories

And more!

“For over 35 years, we've
been on a mission to help
families create unforgetta-
ble New Year’s Eve memo-
ries, and we are thrilled to
keep the magic alive with
this year’s First Night®
Buffalo programming,” said
Carrie Meyer, Executive
Director of the Independent
Health Foundation. “This
initiative is a true collab-
oration, bringing together
amazing partners, along
with entertainers like DJ

Milk and Jeff the Animal
Guy. We're excited to deliv-
er high-energy performanc-
es for families across West-
ern New York.”

A portion of the proceeds
from Party Pack sales will
benefit Oishei Children’s
Hospital, helping fund crit-
ical programs, lifesaving
technology, and advance
care to achieve the best pos-
sible outcomes for moms,
kids, and babies in Western
New York.

First Night® Buffalo
2026 is brought to you by the
Independent Health Foun-
dation and is sponsored by
Independent Health, Tops
Friendly Markets, Com-
pu-Mail, LLC, EyeMed,
Greyline Outdoor Advertis-
ing, NationsBenefits, Prime
Theraputics, The Buffalo
News, NTT Data, James-
town Container Compa-
nies, 7 News WKBW, and
Explore & More, the Ralph
C. Wilson, dJr. Children’s
Museum.

FREE NORTH PARK PASSES: John Jaime, 37 Frontenac Ave., 14216

©2025 King Features Syndii

SCRAMBLERS

TIGISdEY '—‘

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

—

Fold

PLATE

]

Rouse

WEAKO

Hint

LIMPY

]

[ ]

“ s this the night we give Daddy the

big welcome-home routine, or is

tomorrow 2”7

Answers on page five.
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Notice of Formation of Buffalo Digital
Press, LLC, LLC Articles of Org. filed
with the Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 11/29/25. Office in Erie County.
SSNY is the designated agent of LLC
upon whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to David Pinero: 188 W.
Ferry St. Upper, Buffalo, NY 14213.
Any lawful purpose. 2

Under §182 ofthe New York State Lien
Law Lincoln Self Storage will sell at
PUBLIC AUCTION all of the personal
property stored by: Lukas Ramos,
A313; Archie Cox, H105; Larysa
Drappo, B207; Eric Stainrook, B109;
Kaylia Wilson, H112; Jake Boye,
D205. The Auction will be online at
www.STORAGETREASURES.COM
starting on December 18, 2025, at
9:00 PM EST, and ending on January
6, 2026, at 5:00 PM EST. Owner
reserves the right to bid at auction,
reject any/all bids, cancel or adjourn
sale. To resolve this claim contact
Lincoln Self Storage, 716-874-1380.
50

Buffalo City School District
Request for Bid/Proposal

RFP 26-0627-045 NY Protein for the
2026-2027 School Year

RFP  26-0627-046 NY Protein
Processing for the 2026-2027 School
Year

RFP 26-0627-047 USDA Processed
Food Commodities for the 2026-
2027 School Year

Offering Specifications posted at:
buffaloschools.bonfirehub.com/portal

Jennifer LoTempio,
Director of Purchase 50

Buffalo City School District
Request for Bid/Proposal

RFP 26-0632-043 Leased Dark and
Lit Fiber Services

BID 26-0627E5-044
Switches

Network
Offering Specifications posted at:
buffaloschools.bonfirehub.com/portal

Jennifer LoTempio,
Director of Purchase 50

Crisis
services

this moment forward

WE’RE HERE

TO HELP!

24 HOUR
CRISIS HOTLINE

BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY

716-834-3131

24 HOUR
ADDICTION
HOTLINE

BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY

FOR SALE

Georgio of Beverly Hills 20" x
16" Beach bag with Slide out
purse. $25.00. Call 716-836-
1913.

TO GIVE AWAY: FREE
GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUP-
PIES To Forever Homes due
to relocating: 1 Male, 1 Fe-
male, Preferably email me first
at: stephaniechristensen59@
gmail.com before Text (541)
655-9477

716-831-7007

FOR SALE

Ladies Black Leather Jack-
et, 3/4 Length, Very Good

Condition. $99.00. Call
716-877-4682.
Winter Auto Floor Mats,

Brand new Jeep Compass
Floor Mats. $50.00. Call 716-
248-5344.

15 VHS Movie, Condition
Excellent Tapes, $20.00. Call
716-836-1913.

Feral cat houses FREE for
winter - Stryofoam coolers
with straw for bedding. 716-
877-4682.

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Deity; 2. Pleat;
3. Awoke; 4. Imply

Today’s Word
PAYDAY

Puzzle on page two.

Dresses size 8 - one black
one green for holidays $15.00.
716-877-4682.

Ski boots Swiss Raichle
191RE, ladies size 7 worn
twice, $90.00. 716-877-4682.

2 Patio Tables, Wrought
Iron with Glass Tops, 2x2
feet. $25.00. Call 716-836-
1913.

TO PLACE YOUR
SALE NOTICE

IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET

CALL 632-0808

Thank you for
patronizing our
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GAMES

1. Duke. 2. The Ming dynasty. 3. “Holes.” 4. “The Sound of Silence” by Simon & Garfunkel. 5. Kneecap. 6.
Santiago. 7. A Benedictine monk named Dom Perignon. 8. The cherry blossom and the chrysanthemum. 9.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 10. Black, although red also can be hot in two-wire circuits.

ADVERTISERS

FOR RENT

Alffordable, Comfortable
Independent Living!

Live in Trier Waoods, a peaccful
55+ apartment community on
The Brothers of Mercy Wellneas

Campus in Clarence.

Ret as fower s $EO0 a mrowth,

incliding wrrlicies, cable & interwer!

716-759-2122
BrothersofMercy.org

L s

Kids' Maze Solution
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Puzzle on page five.

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 23 mins.

I

EUROPEAN CANDY

—— Weekly SUDOKU
Answer
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LElalNOlT
[L[o[s]
CICIINE

Puzzle on page three.

ARTL)
4

Puzzle on page three.

m _z 4|0 »
r

N|W =D © 0| N|O
GO BN W N|© =0
O~N O O =N WA
D=2 N[N D O oW
N[O W|® OO AN
DGO N N O~
Wi O~ o1 hw NN
WIh Gfe N N|= 0f©
=N N[O 0 WA o;

Puzzle on page three.

SHOP LOCAL!

WESSELMANN
CLEANERS

564 Colvin Ave, Buffalo, NY 14216

100% Eco-Friendly Pick Up
and Delivery Same Day Service
available Dryclean and Laundered
shirts done PROFESSIONALLY Any

questions please call us at

716 875-3141

JOHNNY'S

MEATS
1191 HERTEL AVENUE

Business Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm,
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

876-2500

www.johnnysmeats.com

VOTED BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
—BUFFALO SPREE
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WE ARE ALWAYS
WELCOMING
NEW TALENT

SQ

sqghairsalon.com

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393

CALL FOR DETAILS
T )

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

SHERIDAN-DELAWARE PLAZA

1754 Sheridan Drive ¢ Buffalo, NY 14223

S74-4600
gye Cocams ¥ Conlacls + gz e (:f’éxum
‘ FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

BTF *« Community Care < Davis Vision < Eye Med
Spectera = NVA + VSP ¢ Community Blue * Univera

“("‘Jfﬁ.fu' kfif({i el /;’r' .fl:’oz'(‘(‘/'(s//.; /hﬂf-ar(f /_'%r'.w /_'77(' .%{:;/ "’

22| SCHOOL'S OPEN

DRIVE CAREFULLY

o\

18¥l622500

~ VOTED

BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
-BUFFALO SPREE

= LAy

L JwE “AAQ%’AGCEPTfFOOD'»ffAPS

-
U “ “‘
R,

#0 = BusinessiHours:
WMon*=Eri8Fam=52308pm!
SSaturdavariam==58pm

WwwjohnnysmeatsicomMs

SAVENUES

ORDER NOW FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES

SPECIALS

Aged Well Trimmed
Prime Rib of Beef

$19.98 1.

Fully Cooked Semi Boneless

Smith's Ham
$5.99 1.

USDA Choice

Beet Tenderloin
(Filet Mignon)

$27.98.

Fresh
Plainville Turkey

$4.25 .

31 - 40 Count
Cooked Shrimp

$8.99 .

Fresh
Plainville
TurkeéBreas’r

$7.69 ».

D. LAWRENCE

GINNANE
FUNERAL HOME

A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.

Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals
Advance of Need Planning

Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts

Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

telping gour family
celebrate lfe.
3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

USDA Choice American

Rack of Lamb
$19.98 .

Our Own

Brasciole
already filled or just the meat

$9.99..

Our Own Famous Fresh

Italian Sausage
with Cheese & Parsley

$5.99 .

Fresh Cutlets

Veal $17.98 Ib.
Chicken $5.99 Ib.

Beef $10.99 Ib.

Boneless Skinless

Chicken
Breasts

$2.99.

Chicken
Pot Pies

$3 .99 each

Extra Large
Eggs

$3.00 1.

Ask About
Our Meat
Packages

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com

Delivery

11 am Until
Closing

“KORONA JEWELRY

Holiday Special!
2 Ct Total Lab Diamond Studs $800
1 Ct Total Lab Diamond Studs $500
VS clarity, E-F color, 14k gold

1588 Hertel Ave.
www.KoronaJewelry.com

716-834-4755

1545 HERTEL AVENUE & 836-541 1

ALL YOU CAN EAT SPAGHETTI!

Mondays and Tuesdays
Dine In Only $5 00
All Day [

FISH FRY
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS
WITH 2 LITER SODA (TUES ONLY)

336.00

Our 53°
Year!

EVERYDAY SPECIAL
LARGE CHEESE & PEPPERONI PIZZA

*19.00

INELATION
BUSTER
TUES & WED

2 SMALL CHEESE PIZZAS

¥25.00

ADD'N TOPPINGS EXTRA PER PIZZA
LIMITED TIME ONLY

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

Che Wellington Pub

1541 HERTEL AVENUE < 833-9899 « WELLINGTONPUB.COM

Voted BUFFALO’S BEST

BANQUET ROOM

ACCOMMODATES
UP TO 45 PEOPLE
Call for Reservations

by Artvoice

y
SERVED ALL DAY
FRIDAY ONLY

FULL MENU
AVAILABLE FOR
TAKE OUT

NEXT TO
BOB & JOHNS




