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 Memories	
           

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

June, 1994. FAST WORK...This picture of the 
NFTA's construction project at main and LaSalle, 
site of the LRRT station, was out of date almost as 
soon as it taken. Ideal weather and double shifts 
are making for a rapid completion of the station.

The population of 
the Buffalo Zoo’s M&T 
Bank Rainforest Falls 
has grown. The Buf-
falo Zoo is thrilled to 
announce the birth 
of a baby black howl-
er monkey, which en-
tered the world on 
April 20, 2026. Born to 
first-time mom Rio 
(7) and first-
time dad 
Tater (8), 
the infant, 
which does 
not yet have a 
name or con-
firmed gen-
der, is doing incredi-
bly well in their care. 

Black howler 
monkey mothers are 
known to provide in-
credibly attentive 
care for their infants, 
and Rio has been no 
different. Zoo staff 

has observed the baby 
constantly with mom, 
and Rio has done an 
excellent job caring for 
and feeding the infant. 
Visitors swinging by 
M&T Bank Rainforest 
Falls hoping to catch 
a glimpse of the baby 

should keep 
a close eye 

on Rio, 
as the 
i n f a n t 

is like-
ly clinging 

to her belly. 
The baby will 
be on exhib-

it daily with mom and 
dad until around noon 
in the near future. 
Black howler monkeys 
are currently listed as 
near threatened by the 
International Union 
for Conservation of 

Continued on page five.
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of goods, including fresh 
fruits and vegetables, spe-
cialty food items, hand-
crafted bath products, 
and more. Buffalo Place 
is proud to participate in 
several community-focused 
initiatives, including the 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition 
Program, the Field & Fork 
Network’s Double Up Food 
Bucks Program, and the 
Farmers Market Federa-
tion of New York.

“M&T Bank is proud 
to serve as the Presenting 
Sponsor of the Downtown 
Country Market and to 
support a series that con-
tinues to grow alongside 
our community,” said Tra-

Street, the move to Foun-
tain Plaza marked a new 
chapter for the Downtown 
Country Market. The loca-
tion has been well received, 
offering a vibrant and ac-

cessible atmosphere for 
both vendors and shop-

pers, and will once 
again serve as the 
Market’s home for 
the 2026 season. 

The Downtown 
Country Market has 
been a cherished Buf-
falo tradition since its 

establishment in 1982, 
providing residents and 

visitors with a lively and 
welcoming shopping ex-
perience. The Market fea-
tures a diverse selection 

Buffalo Place Inc. is 
pleased to announce the 
opening of the 2026 season 
of the Downtown Country 
Market, beginning Thurs-
day, June 4, 2026. M&T 
Bank will serve as the 
Presenting Sponsor for 
the Market’s 44th 
anniversary season.

 The Market will 
operate on Thurs-
days, from 10am 
to 2pm, along Main 
Street at Fountain 
Plaza, between Hu-
ron and Chippewa 
Streets, and will con-
tinue through October 15, 
2026. Relocated in 2024 
due to construction on 
Main Street south of Court 

M&T Bank Presents the 44th Anniversary Season 
of the Downtown Country Market

One of Western New 
York’s most beloved 
summer traditions, the 
Galbani Italian Heri-
tage Festival of Buffalo, 
returns to Hertel Ave-
nue from Friday, July 
24 through Sunday, 
July 26, 2026.

Stretching along 
Hertel Avenue from 
Delaware to Virgil, 
the three-day fes-
tival will once again 
transform North Buffalo 
into a vibrant celebra-
tion of Italian culture, 
food, music, heritage, 
and community spirit.

Festivalgoers can en-
joy a diverse mix of re-
turning favorites and 
exciting new vendors fea-
turing authentic Italian 
specialties, desserts, bev-

erages, artisan prod-
ucts, and merchan-
dise throughout the 
festival grounds.

Enhanced gath-
ering spaces return 

this year with ex-
panded seating and 

entertainment areas in-
side the Piazza Fami-
glia, sponsored by Foxy 
Delivery, and the popu-
lar Aperol Spritz Piaz-

za, serving up refreshing 
cocktails and festival fa-
vorites all weekend long.

Family & Heritage Ac-
tivities

Children’s heritage 
activities, presented in 
partnership with our 
paisans at the Centro 
Culturale Italiano di 
Buffalo, will once again 
provide hands-on fun and 
educational experiences 
for families, including:

Annual Grape Stomp-
ing Contest

Macaroni Necklace 
Making

St. Anthony watching over the Italian Festival during opening ceremonies

Italian Cultural Festival 2026 Buffalo Zoo Announces Birth Of 
Black Howler Monkey



WEEK OF THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 23PAGE  2

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to win a 
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  BOB & JOHN‘S 
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE 
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).  
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216 / 716-873-1193

SPECIAL INCLUDES:

WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193
1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216

DETAIL SPECIAL: $179.95$179.95
Wash Vehicle
Pressure Wash Wheel Wells
Paste Wax Exterior
Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior
Shampoo Floormats
Wipe Down Door Panels And Dashboard
Clean And Vinyl And Leather
Polish Windows Inside And Out
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PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
7-Eleven ..............................................460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental .......................................476 Hertel Avenue
Bellamore Boutique .................... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Black Rock Beverages ..........................538 Hertel Avenue
Blue Marble Sweet Shop ...................1096 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria .......................1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ......................................572 Hertel Avenue
CBD Store .................................... 3191 Delaware Avenue
Cell Phone Repair ........................ 3163 Delaware Avenue
Century 21 .........................................1705 Hertel Avenue
Corner Store ................................ 2815 Delaware Avenue 
Daddio’s Pizzeria. .............................1247 Hertel Avenue
Dash’s Supermarket ..........................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ........................... 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon .................. 3030 Delaware Avenue 
Evans Bank .................................. 2670 Delaware Avenue
Fig Tree Patissille ......................... 3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches ........................ 2820 Delaware Avenue   
Frank's Sunny Italy ...................... 2491 Delaware Avenue
Ginnane Funeral Home ............... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .............. 3242 Main Street
Gramma Mora’s.................................1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips ................................... 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ..........................1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments .........1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors ........................1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine) ..... 3106 Delaware Avenue
Imagine Salon ...................................1527 Hertel Avenue
Jacobi & Sons .............................. 3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey’s Place ..........................................83 Niagara Street
Joe’s Panini Grill ......................... 3024 Delaware Avenue
Johnny’s Meats ..................................1191 Hertel Avenue

Knights of Columbus ..................... 1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ................................1588 Hertel Avenue
Marco's Deli .......................................1518 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr ...............203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental .........................1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ..............................975 Hertel Avenue
Parkside Community Center .................. 2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency ......................... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant ......................... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market .......................... 1716 Kenmore Avenue
Record Baron ............................... 3048 Delaware Avenue
Salon Avanti ................................ 3086 Delaware Avenue 
Salon Coronado ........................... 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli ............................ 3104 Delaware Avenue
Scissors ..............................................1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia ....................................1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station ................................ 4505 Main Street
Theater Apts ................................. 1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie’s Workout Center .....................1481 Hertel Avenue
Vince’s Pizza ................................. 1803 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .............................. 564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub ..................................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor .................................. 276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library ........................... Niagara at Porter
CWJ Lock & Key ...................................... 183 Forest Avenue
Corner Store ..............................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments .................. 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware ............................ 262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts..................... 505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ................121 Grant Street

First Niagara Bank ....................... Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank ...............................................130 Grant Street
Military Coin Laundry  ........................ 1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant ....................1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers .............................. 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments ................... 33 Linwood Avenue
West Market ......................................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center .................Vermont at Fargo

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .....................................................25 Review Place
Black Rock Pharmacy ....................431 Tonawanda Street
Boys & Girls Club ..............................54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors .................... 2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station .......................669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli .......................................1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ................................2126 Niagara Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ............................. 236 Military Road
First Niagara Bank ....................... 2141 Elmwood Avenue
First Niagara ......................................201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop .........................890 Tonawanda Street
House of Sandwich ........................800 Tonawanda Street
M&T Bank ......................................788 Tonawanda Street
Niagara Deli Pizzeria .......................2043 Niagara Street
Nickel City Bottle Return ................... 2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ...............155 Lawn Avenue
Pat’s Pizzeria ......................................544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella...................................1133 Tonawanda Street
Riverside Market ............................740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ...........................Tonawanda Street
Roland Cannizzaro Insurance Agency ....432 Amherst Street
Sun Restaurant .................................1989 Niagara Street
Up To You Deli ..................................2189 Niagara Street

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET  to 
win a FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to  
BOB & JOHN‘S LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Ave-
nue to pick up your FREE PIZZA (Takeout only, must 
be redeemed within one week).  If your name is listed 
for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASSES, call 873-2594 
to have two free passes mailed out to you.

FREE MOVIE PASSES: A. Shoemaker, 37 Virgil Ave., 14216

FREE MOVIE PASSES: David Pfalzgraf, 110 Meadow Rd., 14216

NORTH PARK THEATRE

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

NOW PLAYING
RROOAADDRRUUNNNNEERR::  

AA  FFIILLMM  AABBOOUUTT  AANNTTHHOONNYY  BBOOUURRDDAAIINN

ROADRUNNER: A FILM ABOUT ANTHONY BOURDAIN
Fri 7/23: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sat 7/24: (11:30 am), (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Sun 7/25: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Mon 7/26: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Tue 7/27: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Wed 7/28: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50
Thur 7/29: (2:00), (4:40), 7:20, 9:50

 All the girls playing in 
the North Buffalo Wild-
cat Softball Tournament 
held this past weekend 
in Shoshone Park will re-
member this one for sure. 
Not only did they compete 
against teams from vari-
ous Leagues throughout 
the area, they also needed 
to battle against the forc-
es of Mother Nature. In a 
three day competition held 
every year, Saturday’s tor-
rential rainfall interrupt-
ed the girl’s hopes of victo-
ry in their home Park, in 
front of family and friends. 
And these girls have lots of 
friends. 
 Two Wildcat teams won 

Championships in both 
the 16 and under and the 
12 and under divisions 
and a 10 and under team 
finished in second place 
for a victorious weekend 
that almost didn’t happen. 
The 16u Wildcats defeated 
the Orchard Park Stars 
9-7 late Sunday afternoon, 
the culmination of Softball 
being played at all on dia-
monds considered wet, like 
a pool just 24 hours earli-
er.
 The same can be said 
for the 12u team, which 
defeated Cayuga, 11-3 just 
a few hours earlier and 
showed this area just how 
strong a City youth league 

like North Buffalo can 
compete against anyone.
Ally Foglia hit a two run 
homerun and pitched four 
innings, striking out ten 
and teammate Molly Sav-
age came in relief, strik-
ing out five to lead the 
way. Other players on the 
team included Margaret 
Donoghue, Penelope Mu-
citelli, Brooklyn Hornung, 
Brielle Mellerson, Abigail 
Ware, Molly Kuwik, Kylah 
Sanders, Julianna Marino, 
Josephine MacDonald and 
Elizabeth Lester.
 Meena Rose and Isabel-
la Nieves pitched well for 
the 16u Wildcats in the 
win over Orchard Park. 
Elly Perez and Kira Kilon-
sky hit back to back tri-
ples to lead the offense. 
Other girls on the team 
were Emy Perez, Emma 
Mahoney, Elizabeth Koo-
shoian, Genieve Mucitel-
li, George-Ann Reinhardt, 
Maria Costanzo, Molly 
Sheehan and Aubri Alvira.
The 16u team includ-
ed Peyton Gallivan, Izzy 
Kilonsky, Julia French, 
Katie Kooshoian, Ja-
nia Harris-Officer, Chloe 
Claeys, Clara Rickus, Lid-
ia Foglia, Cecelia Jones 
and Skyler Ball.
 “We all arrived at the 
Park early Sunday morn-
ing and worked across all 
the diamonds simultane-
ously to get them ready,” 
said one board member, 
who wished to remain 
anonymous. His other 
friends are Don Morris, 
Tony Messina, Scott Galli-
van, Paul Fuzak, John Hor-
nung, Bob Mucitelli, Khris 
Foglia, Kevin Pritchard, 
Eric Schmarder, Tim Rob-
ertson and Matt Wolf.
 
   

Wildcats Are Winners!

Championship Teams 16u And 12u together at 
home plate.

Bases Are Loaded This Season!

After a successful 
Wildcat Tournament and 
Memorial Day weekend, 
the North Buffalo Base-
ball Softball League Boys 
and Girls got right back 
out on the Don Morris 
Fields in Shoshone Park 
this past Tuesday night 
to continue their season.

It's June now and 
players are hoping 
that their at bat, 
at homeplate or 
their pitch from 
the mound will 
help lead their 
teams to victories 
this season. Let's 
take you out to the 
Diamonds.

Picture Day was this 
past Saturday in the 
Tom Smith Athletic Cen-
ter where some players 
got to hold a bat above 
their shoulders for the 
cameraman, James as 
he squeezed off shots of 
smiling faces with his 
camera. Team photos 
were taken as well, like 
this team of ten year old 
Pirates from the Double 
AA Division. Pictured left 
to right in the front row 
are Tre States III, Noah 
Ruiz and Azure Cedano. 
Row two is Joe Shaw, Tom 
Quinn and Noel Miller. 
Row three is Enzo Marin, 
AJ Burgos and Alex Ha-
yashi. Coaches Joe Shaw 
Sr, Ryan Miller and Pat 
Quinn, hope to help these 
"Buccos" raise the flag on 
a winning season.

On the Diamonds, two 
more Divisions began 

play last week, bring-
ing the number up to 80 
teams in Shoshone and 
McCarthy Park. They are 
the Senior Boys and Se-
nior Girls Divisions made 
up of 13 teams of players 
aged 13 years and old-
er. The Boys teams are 
the Cardinals, Diamond-

backs, Dodgers, Mets, 
Phillies, Pirates and 

Tigers. The Girls 
teams are Bulls, 
Longhorns, Red 
Raiders, Soon-
ers, Tigers and 
W o l v e r i n e s . 

Since a month has 
passed since Open-

ing Day on May 2nd, 
these teams will continue 
to play until late July.

In Senior action, the 
Tigers beat the DBacks, 
7-5. The Dodgers topped 
the Cardinals, 8-5 and 
the Mets beat the Pirates, 
8-2 for the Boys. Senior 
Girls scores from Open-
ing night last week were 
the Bulls over the Tigers. 
The Wolverines topped 
the Longhorns, 17-13 and 
the expansion Red Raid-
ers got by the Sooners, 

11-10.
Eleven year old Reg-

gie Flowers of the Major 
Boys Braves team blasted 
not one, but two homer-
uns to lead the Atlanta 
team to their first win of 
the season, a 7-3 victory 
over the Cardinals back 
on May 19th. Flowers 
hit his first in the second 
inning, a two run shot 
to break the game open. 
Then, in the fifth, anoth-
er solo shot to clinch the 
win. Teammates Max Ca-
paccio, Ben Auerbach and 
Ted McGowan were on 
the mound and kept the 
Cards offense in check.

The Cubs got a walk off 
win recently. Zeke Ganci 
went three for three for 
four RBI's, Henry Wil-
son had two hits and four 
RBI's and Oscar Beltre 
had two hits to help lead 
the Cubs to a 12-11 win 
over the Phillies. Despite 
the loss, Henry Zepper 
of the Phillies blasted a  
three run homer over the 
fence in a very exciting 
game for both teams.

Alyza Ponce knocked in 
teammate Scarlett Sedia 
of the Tigers for a 9-8 vic-
tory over the Razorbacks 
in Double AA Girls. In an-
other game, Maren Trillo 
of the Bears singled in the 
bottom of the fourth In-
ning with the bases load-
ed that knocked in two 
runs to lead the team to a 
5-4 victory over the Bon-
nies. Anise Schulz hit a 
three run homerun in the 
bottom of the fifth, knock-
ing in Claire Koehn and 
Haddie Pyne to help lead 
the Crimson Tide over the 
Gators, 11-5.

Elliot Pawloski hit a 
bases loaded single in the 
fourth inning that scored 
two runs and helped the 
Astros defeat the Royals, 
3-2. The Twins shut out 
the Rays, The Angels got 
by the White Sox, 2-1 and 
the Rangers beat up the 
Yankees, 16-1

This weekend, it's be-
ing called the Shosho-
ne Showdown and you'll 
want to be in the Park be-
ginning Thursday night 
right through the week-
end when teams from 
around the area will trav-
el to Shoshone and play 
in a fantastic Tournament 
hosted by the leaders of 
the local 3 & 2 Baseball 
School. It's Baseball and 
Softball season now and 
the play is heating up just 
like the weather.

Picture Day at Shoshone Park this past Saturday with 
the Double AA Pirates team.



PAGE  3WEEK OF THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026 BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 23 WEEK OF THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2025BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 3PAGE  3

Answers on page six.

Reckless Driver Hits Oncoming Traffic Chasing 
Victim Who Had Tracking Device On Their Car

The Blotter 
 Felonies
From “D” District

North Buffalo
June 2, 2026
Delaware Avenue - At 
Hibbett Sports at 2141 
Elmwood Avenue the 
defendant did use a sto-
len credit card to pur-
chase items with a total 
of $384.90. The victim’s 
credit card was stolen 
during a vehicle break 
in while parked at 171 
Middlesex Avenue.

June 1, 2026
Military Road - During a 
verbal altercation with 
victim, defendant did 
display a large butcher/
kitchen knife and did 
stab victim repeatedly. 
Victim did sustain stab 
wounds to the head, up-
per left arm, and back. 
Victim was transport-
ed to ECMC for non-
life threatening stab 
wounds. Butcher knife 
was recovered in the 
yard of 194 Military 
Road.

June 1, 2026
Kenmore Avenue - Af-
ter a verbal altercation 
with victim, defendant 
did hold victim down on 
the ground and defen-
dant did strike victim 
multiple times in the 
face with a closed fist 
causing pain and swell-
ing to victims left eye.

May 29, 2026
Crescent Avenue - De-
fendant and com-
plainant got into verbal 
argument. Defendant 
followed complainant 
outside and struck com-
plainant in the face with 
a wooden baseball bat 
causing a cut to their 
left eyebrow.

Riverside
June 2, 2026
Ontario Street - Defen-
dant did intentional-
ly damage the micro-
wave and wall of the 
complainant when he 
kicked both pieces of 
her property. Defen-
dant then took com-
plainants phone. When 
complainant went to re-
trieve phone he did pull 
her hands in an aggres-
sive manner. Defendant 
did these actions while 
in the presence of three 
children which knowing-
ly acted in a manner in-
jurious to their mental 
and moral welfare. Esti-
mated damage $250.00.

June 2, 2026
Ross Avenue - Defen-
dant did follow victim 
in New York registered 
vehicle, a 2005 Grey 
Toyota, following vic-
tim while traveling into 
oncoming traffic near 
Riverside Park putting 
all other civilians in 
risk of injury. When of-
ficers stopped victims 
vehicle and asked vic-
tim what was going on 
victim did state to offi-
cers that defendant had 
placed a tracker on her 
vehicle and that he was 
harassing her. Officers 

did observe direct text 
messages being sent 
from him that corrobo-
rated victim’s story. De-
fendant then showed up 
on scene where he was 
placed under arrest.

May 31, 2026
Dearborn Street - De-
fendant did get into a 
verbal altercation with 
victim over internal wifi 
and did shove and push 
victim during same ver-
bal altercation.

May 31, 2026
Progressive Avenue - 
Defendant did take vic-
tim’s bank card without 
permission and attempt-
ed to use it at Riverside 
Market where employee 
took the card after see-
ing it did not belong to 
the defendant.

May 30, 2026
Lamont Place - Defen-
dant did knowingly vio-
late order of protection 

Answers on page six.
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signed by honorable 
judge by repeatedly re-
turning to victim’s place 
of residence consistently 
asking for his property 
and calling victim ex-
plicit names.

May 30, 2026
Dearborn Street - De-
fendant did threaten his 
downstairs neighbors 
to shoot up their apart-
ment. Victim would like 
an order of protection.
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Seniority
Dear Rusty: My wife 

passed away in September 
2025 at age 64. We had been 
married for 43 years and 
started collecting benefits 
when I turned 62 and she 
was 63. She did not have 
enough work credits to claim 
her own SS and thus collect-
ed on my record. SSA told 
me that I was not entitled to 
receive the lousy $255 death 
benefit because my wife was 
collecting on my work re-
cord. Is this correct? Signed: 
Grieving Widower

Dear Grieving: We ex-
tend our sincere condolences 
on your wife’s passing. But I 
must tell you that what the 
SSA (Social Security Admin-

istration) told you is correct.
Although we often see 

assertions that the so-called 
“one-time lump sum death 
benefit” is always paid, 
there are specific rules for 
when that admittedly small 
SS benefit is available. And 
there are also specific rules 
regarding who is eligible to 
receive it.

Essentially, the lump-
sum death benefit is paid 
when the deceased was col-
lecting Social Security re-
tirement benefits (or was at 
least entitled to them). And 
that one-time lump-sum 
death benefit usually goes 
to the deceased’s surviving 
spouse (more on that later). 

Why Can’t I get a Lump Sum Death Benefit 
from my Wife? - Ask Rusty 

But for the death benefit to 
be paid, the deceased person 
must have been collecting 
Social Security retirement 
benefits (or was at least en-
titled to SS retirement ben-
efits). In your specific case, 
because your wife was not 
eligible for her own SS re-
tirement benefit and was, 
instead, just collecting a 
spousal benefit from your 
SS record, you unfortunate-
ly are not able to collect the 
lump-sum death benefit as 
your wife’s surviving spouse. 
So, what you were told by 
Social Security about this 
special survivor benefit is, 
indeed, correct.

For information, here 
is a bit more on who can 
collect the SS death bene-
fit: the one-time lump sum 
death benefit is normally 
paid to the eligible surviving 
spouse of a deceased person 
who was collecting Social 
Security. But if there is no 
surviving spouse to receive 
the one-time payment, the 
death benefit may be paid to 
someone else who was also a 
dependent of the deceased. 
That might be a minor sur-
viving child or a surviving 
adult disabled child who 
was collecting dependent 
benefits from the deceased 
person’s SS record. In rare 
cases, a dependent parent 
may be paid if no other sur-
viving dependents are eligi-
ble. FYI, ex-spouses are not 
eligible for a death benefit 
from a former spouse.

The lump-sum death 
benefit must be applied for 
by contacting Social Securi-
ty and the benefit must be 
claimed within two years of 
the person’s death. You will 
need to verify your identity 
and confirm your eligibili-
ty for this survivor benefit, 
and you will need to provide 
other information about the 
deceased also (including a 
death certificate). 

There is an SSA form 
to apply for the lump sum 
death benefit (SSA-8), but 
calling your local SS office 
(or 1.800.772.1213) to make 
an appointment to apply 
for the one-time lump-sum 
death benefit in person is 
usually all that is needed.

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the So-
cial Security Administration 
or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amac-
foundation.org. Because we 
are a non-profit organiza-
tion, all services are free.

We Welcome
All Extended
Warranties

OPEN DAILY
8am to 6pm &

Sat. 8am to 1pm

WNY’S LARGEST TRANSMISSION DEALER

 Free 
Electronic 

Diagnostics

TRANSMISSION

WNY Largest Transmission Dealer

ontinental®

Find 
us on 
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SeniorSenior

TRIVIATRIVIA

1. What are the names of the three girls in the animated series 
“Powerpuff Girls”?
________________________________________________

2. Which ocean lies between Australia and Africa?
________________________________________________

3. What is the Arabic equivalent of the Roman numerals
MMXXVI?
________________________________________________

4. Who won Best New Artist at the 2026 Grammys?
________________________________________________

5. Which state is an archipelago?
________________________________________________

6. Which classic movie has the tagline, “From the moment
they met it was murder”?
________________________________________________

7. How many basketball players can be on the court at the same
time?
________________________________________________

8. What is the heliosphere?
________________________________________________

9. What is vexillology?
________________________________________________

10. Who was the only English king to be executed for treason?
________________________________________________

Pop Quiz
Test your knowledge!

??? ???

Answers on page seven.
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Buffalo Gals of all ages 

Special 20% discount for
Gallagher Printing patrons
and book club members

  are talking about these books!

$10.00 $25.00
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PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com

NORTH BUFFALO
7-Eleven .....................................460 Hertel Avenue
Aspire Dental .............................476 Hertel Avenue
Bellamore Boutique ........... 3086 Delaware Avenue
Bertha’s Diner..........................1430 Hertel Avenue
Black Rock Beverages ................538 Hertel Avenue
Bob & John’s Pizzeria ..............1545 Hertel Avenue
Caz Mini Mart ............................572 Hertel Avenue
Century 21 ...............................1705 Hertel Avenue

 Dash’s Supermarket ................1770 Hertel Avenue
Delaware YMCA ................. 2564 Delaware Avenue
Enchanted Hair Salon ........ 3030 Delaware Avenue 
Evans Bank ........................ 2670 Delaware Avenue
Fig Tree Patissille ............... 3062 Delaware Avenue
Finishing Touches ............... 2820 Delaware Avenue   
Ginnane Funeral Home ..... 3215 Delaware Avenue
Gloria J. Parks Community Ctr .....3242 Main Street
Gramma Mora’s .......................1465 Hertel Avenue
Great Clips ......................... 2678 Delaware Avenue
Hertel Coin Laundry ................1274 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Park Senior Apartments 1631 Hertel Avenue
Hertel Parker Liquors ..............1859 Hertel Avenue
Home Taste (Chinese Cuisine).........3106 Delaware 
Avenue
Imagine Salon .........................1527 Hertel Avenue
Macy’s Place ...................... 3100 Delaware Avenue
Joey’s Place ................................83 Niagara Street
Johnny’s Meats ........................1191 Hertel Avenue
Knights of Columbus ...........1530 Kenmore Avenue
Korona Jewelers ......................1588 Hertel Avenue
North Buffalo Community Ctr .... 203 Sanders Road
North Buffalo Dental ...............1600 Hertel Avenue
North Park Library ....................975 Hertel Avenue

Parkside Community Center ........2318 Main Street
Paul Wolf Agency ............... 2890 Delaware Avenue
Plaka Restaurant ............... 2904 Delaware Avenue
Price Rite Market ................1716 Kenmore Avenue
Salon Avanti ...................... 3086 Delaware Avenue 
Salon Coronado ................. 2870 Delaware Avenue
Salon D Capelli .................. 3104 Delaware Avenue
Scissors .....................................1497 Hertel Avenue
Studio Sophia ..........................1094 Hertel Avenue
Sunoco Gas Station ......................4505 Main Street
Theater Apts .......................1065 Kenmore Avenue
Terrie’s Workout Center ...........1481 Hertel Avenue
Vince’s Pizza .......................1803 Kenmore Avenue
Wesselman's Inc .................... 564 Colvin Boulevard
Wellington Pub ........................1541 Hertel Avenue

WEST SIDE
Baptist Manor ........................276 Linwood Avenue
Buffalo Public Library .................Niagara at Porter
BMHA Housing......................245 Elmwood Avenue
CWJ Lock & Key ............................ 183 Forest Avenue
Corner Store .....................................Forest & Grant
Delaware Apartments ........ 1217 Delaware Avenue
Dibble Hardware ..................262 West Ferry Street
Elmwood Square Apts ...........505 Elmwood Avenue
Fast Stop Food Mart ....................326 Military Road
Frontier Liquor & Beverage Ctr ......121 Grant Street
First Niagara Bank .............Elmwood at West Utica
M&T Bank .....................................130 Grant Street
Military Coin Laundry  ..............1134 Military Road
Santasiero's Restaurant ..........1329 Niagara Street
Timon Towers ..................... 1015 Delaware Avenue
Trinity Tower Apartments .........33 Linwood Avenue

West Market ............................... 1032 West Avenue
West Side Community Center ...... Vermont at Fargo

RIVERSIDE
AmVets .......................................... 25 Review Place
Black Rock Pharmacy .......... 431 Tonawanda Street
Boys & Girls Club ................... 54 Riverdale Avenue
Buffalo Wine & Liquors ..........2067 Niagara Street
D District Police Station .............669 Hertel Avenue
Doyles Deli ..............................1981 Niagara Street
Faso Restaurant ......................2126 Niagara Street
Fast Stop Food Mart ....................236 Military Road
First Niagara Bank .............2141 Elmwood Avenue
First Niagara .............................201 Amherst Street
Hearts Thrift Shop .............. 890 Tonawanda Street
House of Sandwich .............. 800 Tonawanda Street
M&T Bank ........................... 788 Tonawanda Street
Niagara Deli Pizzeria .............2043 Niagara Street
Nickel City Bottle Return .........2209 Niagara Street
Northwest Buffalo Community Ctr ..... 155 Lawn Avenue
Pat’s Pizzeria .............................544 Ontario Street
Pizza Bella ........................ 1133 Tonawanda Street
Riverside Market ................. 740 Tonawanda Street
Riverside News Stand ................ Tonawanda Street
Roland Insurance Agency..............432 Amherst Street
Sun Restaurant .......................1989 Niagara Street
Up To You Deli ........................2189 Niagara Street
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WE DO 
PAINTING 

JOBS CHEAP
CALL JOHN
553-7365

financing available

org for more info.
Please Note: This 

event will be pre-
sented in accordance 
with applicable pub-

lic health requirements 
and considerations 

as of the date of the 
event; which could 
include changes to 
capacity, attendance 

prerequisites, procedures, 
and other protective mea-
sures per government and 
venue policies. If you are 
not vaccinated, you must 
wear a mask.

Community Appreciation Day 2021
Continued from page one.

Continued from page one. two weeks. In the mean-
time, click the link within 
your confirmation email 
to download the guide and 
coordinator toolkit. Please 
be sure to read through the 
information and resources 
provided in this document, 
thoroughly.

Begin planning your 
National Night Out cam-
paign. We are here to assist 
you as a registered coordi-
nator with the planning 
process of your National 

Register for National Night Out

Frey Electric Season at Shea’s 710 Theatre

a confirmation email with 
more information and re-
sources regarding National 
Night Out, including what 
steps to take next. Please 
be sure to read through 
this email, thoroughly.

Download the guide 
and coordinator toolkit. 
You registered for Nation-
al Night Out. The organi-
zational kit will be sent to 
your mailing address via 
USPS in approximately 

Night Out campaign. Most 
of your questions, howev-
er, can be answered in the 
content that is provided to 
you following registration. 
Be sure to view selected 
photographs from Nation-
al Night Out events across 
the nation and see what 
other registered coordi-
nators say about Nation-
al Night Out. Get all the 
information you will need 
by visiting our website at 
natw.org

716-851-5694

NNeelllliieeThis Week’s Featured Friend:

Because of the COVID19 situation, the shelter is closed to the general public. If you would like to meet any of the 
adoptable dogs, please fill out an application online (if you are not already pre-approved) , call the shelter, and leave 
a message with your name and phone number and the dog you’re interested in. Have patience, and they will call 
you back when they can. From there, a time will be scheduled for you to come and meet the dog. Please be patient, 
and remember they are very short staffed at the moment. Applications can be found at https://friendsofcbas.org/adopt

Nellie is a petite and sweet mama kitty 
you will find. All of her babies are ad-
opted and Nellie is learning to live with-
out any responsibility. Nellie is a gentle 
soul with a loving heart. Once she gets 
to know you, she melts into your arms. 
Nellie is terrified of dogs, so a home 
without dogs is a must. Come see Nellie 
at Pet Supplies Plus on Delaware Avenue 
in North Buffalo. To arrange a meet and 
greet, text or phone Patty at 716-362-
9452.

NELLIE

Nellie is a petite and sweet mama kitty you will find. All of her babies are
adopted and Nellie is learning to live without any responsibility. Nellie is a gentle

soul with a loving heart. Once she gets to know you, she melts into your arms.
Nellie is terrified of dogs, so a home without dogs is a must. Come see Nellie at
Pet Supplies Plus on Delaware Avenue in North Buffalo. To arrange a meet and

greet, text or phone Patty at 716-362-9452.

 Shea’s Performing Arts 
Center announced today 
that live theatre will be 
back at Shea’s 710 Theatre 
this fall! In partnership 
with Shea’s 710 Theatre’s 
producing partners, the up-
coming season will include 
three productions: The Cu-
rious Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time 
(All for One The-
atre Productions), 
Kinky Boots 
(MusicalFare 
Theatre), and 
Once On This Is-
land (Shea’s 710 
Theatre).
 “We are 
overjoyed to 
welcome patrons 
back to Shea’s 
710 Theatre. We 
have a fantastic 
season lined-up 
and are grateful to 
our subscribers for 
their loyalty,” said Michael 
G. Murphy, President of 
Shea’s Performing Arts Cen-
ter. “The critically acclaimed 
The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time was 
a mere three hours away 
from opening before the 
shutdown order was given 
and we’re pleased to reopen 
Shea’s 710 Theatre with 
this amazing production. 
We and our partner the-
atres are looking forward to 
welcoming audiences back, 

bringing up the lights, and 
gathering as a community 
once again to share experi-
ences in the intimate Shea’s 
710 Theatre.”
 We are delighted to an-
nounce the new dates for 
the upcoming 2021-22 Frey 
Electric Season at Shea’s 
710 Theatre: 

 The Curious 
Incident of 
the Dog in the 

Night-Time Pro-
duced by All for 
One Theatre Pro-

ductions October 
28 – November 
14, 2021 
 When fifteen-

year-old Christo-
pher is accused 
of a crime, this 
brilliant-brained 
detective is deter-
mined to discover 
the true culprit. 
This collabora-

tive production of the Tony 
Award-winning play, based 
on the bestselling novel, ex-
amines the truth of family, 
mystery, love, and sacrifice.
 Kinky Boots Produced by 
MusicalFare Theatre March 
17 – April 3, 2022 
 Winner of six Tony 
Awards, including Best 
Musical and Score (Cyn-
di Lauper), Kinky Boots is 
an exhilarating true story 
about finding your passion, 
overcoming challenges, and 

transcending stereotypes. 
Based on the 2005 British 
film Kinky Boots, this sen-
sational show “struts its 
stuff with sparkles, stilettos, 
and heart!” (Sydney Morn-
ing Herald). 
 Once On This Island Pro-
duced by Shea’s 710 Theatre 
April 28 – May 15, 2022
From the Tony Award-win-
ning songwriting team of 
Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty (Seussical, Rag-
time), comes the inventive 
Caribbean-based musical 
about the healing power of 
storytelling. Once On This 
Island is the sweeping, 
universal tale of Ti Moune, 
a fearless peasant girl in 
search of her place in the 
world, ready to risk it all for 
love. Variety says, “Once on 
this Island is a delightful 
and colorful blend of non-
stop singing and dancing.”
Three show subscriptions 
for the upcoming season at 
Shea’s 710 Theatre are on 
sale priced from $28 per 
ticket. 
 Learn more about Shea’s 
updated ticketing and 
health and safety policy on 
our website. Any patrons 
with questions are encour-
aged to contact Shea’s Box 
Office at patronservices@
sheas.org or call the box of-
fice at (716) 847-0850, Mon-
day to Friday from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM.

PIG ‘n PINT premieres  
Thursday, August 12 from 
5:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Do you 
like beer, barbecue, live 
music from Dark Road duo 
and throwing axes? Yes you 
read that right, axes! Event 
MC’d by Jason Marble aka 
DJ Frost... and tour the 
Historic Hull House and 
the farmstead. For details 
and Tickets go to hullfam-
ilyhome.com. Click on the 
Buy Tickets prompt.

Denim & Diamonds 
takes place at Riverside 
Park on August 27, 2021 
from 6:00-10:00 pm. In-
dividual tickets are $125, 
pairs of tickets are $200. 
Tickets include open bar, 
food stations, access to si-
lent and live auctions and 
more! VIP Table of 8 — 
$2,000. VIP table includes 
reserved seating, special 
recognition, and dedicated 
service with exceptional 
wine and dessert pairing 
Only 10 VIP tables left!

ERAP COMMUNITY 
POP-UP EVENT happens 
on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 
at 12:00-4:00 P.m. on 385 
Paderewski Drive, Matt 
Urban Center. Apply for 
NYS Emergency Rental As-
sistance with help from our 
Eviction Prevention Team!
Plus resources from Com-
munity Health Center of-
Buffalo, United Healthcare, 
and free refreshments. Vis-
it urbanctr.org/hope-ser-
vices/hope-center/erap for a 
list of required documents 
for ERAP application.

THE ANNUAL COMMU-
NITY DAY happens on 
Saturday, July 24, 2021 
at 11:00-1:30 P.m. on 664 
Fillmore Ave., Buffalo, NY 
14212 at the Sould Saving 
Revival Center. Saturday 
will be filled with food, 
drinks, dunk tanks, prizes 
and more.

Afternoon Drive Host 
WEBR AM 1440 AND FM 
105.3 is one of Buffalo's most 
iconic radio stations.  We are 
celebrating our 100TH Anni-
versary in 2024 and would like 
you to join our family!!  We are 
currently looking for an After-
noon Drive host to be on air 
from 2PM-6PM Monday-Fri-
day.  Bring your energy and 
ability to relate to our listen-
ers.  Experience preferred, but 
will consider someone who is 
willing to learn and take direc-
tion.  College radio would be a 
big plus!!  Great support with 
local ownership.  Have fun, be 
yourself and grow at the same 
time!!  Please email a recent 
air check to:  Tony Venturoli, 
Program Director, WEBR AM 
1440, FM 105.3.  Email ad-
dress is:  ajthedj104@hotmail.
com.  Phone 716-481-8836.

Reunion for ALL YEARS 
of Nativity of the BVM 
School on Albany Street 
in Buffalo will be held July 
12th(from noon-5pm) at 
Buffalo River Grove (former-
ly Fontana’s Grove)-2299 
Clinton Street,Buffalo, NY 
14227. Reservations are a 
must!  RSVP by 6/30  to Rosie 
Mendolera at 716-881-1306.

Grover Cleveland class of 
‘76 50 year reunion celebra-
tion with two events (Pre-sale 
only) Friday, July 31 5 PM at 
Charlie’s boatyard 1111 Fur-
man Blvd. Buffalo, $60 include 
buffet, tax and gratuity, cash 
bar. Contact MaryRose at 716-
628-8632. Saturday, August 
1, 3 to 5 PM Moondance cata-
maran ride 329 Erie St. (Erie 
basin Marina). $30 Contact 
Adrienne at 716-866-8513.

Step Out Buffalo’s Buffa-
lo Artisans & Flea Returns 
for 3-Day Summer Kickoff 
+ First-Ever Night Market. 
Step Out Buffalo’s signature 
summer shopping event is 
back and kicking off the sea-
son in a big way. The Buffalo 
Artisans & Flea returns to 
Downtown Buffalo’s Cobble-
stone District for three full 
days this June, featuring 
125+ local makers, vintage 
curators, food trucks, and 
more. And new for 2026, 
the event expands with its 
first-ever Friday Night Mar-
ket, giving shoppers an early 
start and a golden hour ex-
perience in the city. EVENT 
DATES & LOCATION: 
Friday, June 26 (3–9 PM) 
– Night Market, Saturday, 
June 27 (10 AM–5 PM), Sun-
day, June 28 (10 AM–4 PM)

PEACE., Inc. has announced 
the Healing and Hope Con-
ference 2026: Rebuilding lives 
after a violent death and restor-
ing safety in the community. 
This is a two-day event focusing 
on gun violence prevention and 
traumatic grief. Conference De-
tails: Date - Thursday, June 18th 
& Friday, June 19th, 2026. Time: 
9:00am - 4:00pm (registration 

opens at 8:30am). Location: Buf-
falo State University JLV Alum-
ni & Visitor Center, 667 Grant 
Street, Buffalo, NY 14213. Reg-
istration Fee - $75.00 (includes 
continental breakfast, lunch, and 
conference materials). Registra-
tion: Visit www.peace-buffalo.org 
or mail checks to P.E.A.C.E., Inc., 
PO Box 1495, Buffalo NY 14240. 
For more information, call 716-
429-6404.

Kiwanis Club Of Buffalo
WWW.KIWANISCLUBOFBUFFALONY.COM

June 25, Thursday 5-7:00pm
Kiwanis education for  new and prospective members 

Roswell Park Community Outreach and Engagement Center
907 Michigan Street, Buffalo, NY 14204

Key Clubs are electing executive board to lead clubs in the next year 
May 12     Aktion Club        Dinner meeting 5:15-6:45 pm
May 19   Kiwanis Club zoom General Business meeting 5-6pm
TBD    Aktion Club      K family and planting Cleanup    
Tim Russert Park West Seneca

May 27  Annual Memorial Day Dinner, 5:30-7:00 pm,  
Chef’s Restaurant, 291 Seneca Street, Buffalo, NY

Italian Passport Scav-
enger Hunt

Sicilian Puppet Show
Face Painting (fee ap-

plies)
Interactive cultural 

activities and more
Festival Traditions & 

Featured Events
Festival traditions re-

main at the heart of the 
weekend, including the 
beloved St. Anthony Pro-
cession on Friday at 6:30 
PM beginning at Her-
tel and Virgil, followed 
by Opening Ceremonies 
at the Pellicano’s Mar-
ketplace Entertainment 
Stage.

Additional festival 
highlights include:

Live culinary demon-
strations with celebrity 
chef Chef Marco Sciorti-
no at the Galbani Cucina 
Cooking Stage

Meet Miss Italian Fes-
tival and her Court

VIP Table Seating at 
the Pellicano’s Market-
place Entertainment 
Stage

Appearances by Gal-
bani favorite Stringster 
along with Mario & Luigi

Classic Italian cock-
tails and social gather-
ing spaces in the Aperol 
Spritz Piazza

Fan-favorite contests 
and interactive enter-
tainment throughout the 
weekend

New for 2026
This year introduces 

exciting additions to the 
festival lineup, includ-
ing:

Italian Zumba present-
ed by Terri’s Workout

Pin Your Roots spon-
sored by NorthTown Col-
lision

The LaNova Pizza 
Eating Contest featuring 
guest MC Nicholas Picho-
las from KISS 98.5

Expanded entertain-
ment and cultural pro-
gramming throughout 
the weekend

And more….
Entertainment Spot-

light
The festival’s enter-

tainment lineup will once 
again feature live music 
all weekend long on the 
Pellicano’s Marketplace 
Entertainment Stage.

Featured performers 
include:

 Allegro Band — West-
ern New York’s Party 
Band playing all your fa-
vorite hits

Friday, July 24 at 7:30 
PM

 The Atlantic City Boys 
— Tribute to Frankie Val-
li & The Four Seasons

Saturday, July 25
Additional entertain-

ment announcements and 
the full festival schedule 
will be released on the 
festival’s social media 
channels and website.

About the Festival
The Galbani Italian 

Heritage Festival of Buf-
falo is one of the region’s 
premier cultural festi-
vals, celebrating Ital-
ian-American heritage 
through food, music, tra-
ditions, and community 
engagement. The fes-
tival continues to hon-
or Buffalo’s rich Italian 
roots while welcoming 
new generations to ex-
perience the culture and 
traditions that make the 
event a summer favorite.

Festival Information
 Hertel Avenue, Buffa-

lo, NY
 July 24–26, 2026
Follow for updates, en-

tertainment announce-
ments, and schedules: 
Facebook & Instagram: @
BuffaloItalianFestival

Website: buffaloital-
ianfestival.com

Email: ItalianFesti-
valBuffalo@gmail.com

Join us for a weekend 
of food, family, music, 
tradition, and Italian 
pride in Buffalo.

Viva l’Italia!

Continued on page five.

Italian Cultural Festival 2026

WE’RE HERE 
TO HELP!

24 HOUR 
CRISIS HOTLINE

buffalo and erie county

716-834-3131

24 HOUR 
ADDICTION 

HOTLINE
buffalo and erie county

716-831-7007

Submit Your 
Community Event to

editor.buffalorocket
@gmail.com
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Kearns Calls On Purple Heart 
Recipients To Be Honored

M&T Bank Presents the 44th Anniversary 
Season of the Downtown Country Market

Buffalo Zoo Announces Birth Of 
Black Howler Monkey

Erie County Clerk 
Michael P. Kearns will 
again honor veterans 
that have been bestowed 
the Purple Heart by add-
ing their name to the Wil-
liam J. Donovan Purple 
Heart Recipients Book 
of Merit. Kearns is en-
couraging veterans who 
were awarded the Purple 
Heart or their surviving 
family members to 
submit their re-
quest to his of-
fice by August 
1st in order to 
be added to the 
2024 edition 
and be part of 
this year’s cer-
emony.

Purple Heart 
veterans or their 
families must complete 
a short application that 
can be obtained online 
at erie.gov/clerk/Purple-
HeartForm or by email 
at salutes@erie.gov as 
well as provide proof the 
award was issued. Those 
with additional ques-
tions can call the Erie 
County Clerk’s office at 
716-858-6787.

“I think it is important 
to honor the brave men 

and women who have 
served and sacrificed for 
our Country. They de-
serve to be recognized 
and I am pleased we can 
maintain a record of our 
local military heroes at 
the Erie County Clerk’s 
Office”, stated Kearns.

Kearns established 
the William J. Donovan 
Purple Heart Recipients 

Book of Merit in 2018 
and has commit-

ted to add to the 
book each year 
with new recip-
ients, which is 
now in its sixth 
year. The book 

is named after 
Buffalo native 

and leading advo-
cate for the Central 

Intelligence Agency, Wil-
liam J. Donovan. Dono-
van would receive three 
Purple Hearts during 
his service in the mili-
tary, and would go on to 
heard the predecessor of 
the CIA, during World 
War II.

The complete volume 
of the William J. Dono-
van Purple Heart Book 
of Merit is on display 
year-round at the Erie 

County Clerk’s Office in 
Old County Hall located 
at 92 Franklin Street, 
Buffalo. It presently 
holds five hundred for-
ty (540) names of those 
honored with the Purple 
Heart from Erie County.

The Purple Heart 
is the oldest military 
decoration awarded to 
members of the Unit-
ed States military who 
were wounded or killed 
while serving, on or af-
ter April 5, 1917. Origi-
nally called the Badge of 
Military Merit, the Pur-
ple Heart was created by 
George Washington on 
August 7, 1782. In addi-
tion to receiving a pur-
ple heart shaped award, 
the honoree’s name and 
regiment were inscribed 
in a “Book of Merit” 
which was lost after the 
Revolutionary War and 
the award was largely 
forgotten until over 100 
years later.

Kearns will recognize 
the William J. Donovan 
Purple Heart Recipients 
and honor all Purple 
Heart veterans during a 
ceremony on Wednesday, 
August 7th which also 
serves as National Pur-
ple Heart Day annually. 
Complete ceremony de-
tails will be made avail-
able as the event date 
approaches.

In addition, Old Coun-
ty Hall will be lit up 
purple, August 5-11th, 
in honor of Purple Heart 
Appreciation Day and in 
solemn recognition of all 
service members injured 
or killed in action.

Michael P. Kearns
Erie County Clerk
Guest Columnist

cy Woodrow, M&T Bank 
Chief Administrative Offi-
cer and Western New York 
Regional President. “The 
Market creates meaningful 
opportunities to support 
local vendors and small 
businesses while offering 
residents and visitors a 
vibrant, welcoming space 
to shop, connect and enjoy 
Downtown Buffalo week 
after week throughout the 
warmer seasons.”

“The Downtown Coun-
try Market is a longstand-
ing tradition that con-
tinues to evolve with the 
needs of our community,” 
said Peter Burakowski, 
Executive Director of Buf-
falo Place Inc. “As we be-
gin our 44th season in the 
heart of Downtown Buf-

Nature (IUCN), making 
this birth an incredibly 
positive development to 
ensure the survival of 
the species. Population 
declines for black howl-
er monkeys are large-
ly due to habitat loss, 
hunting pressures, and 
vulnerability to disease 
outbreaks. Native to 
the rainforests of South 
America, black howler 
monkeys are among the 
largest monkey species 

falo, we’re excited to build 
on that legacy - supporting 
local growers and vendors, 
strengthening community 
partnerships, and creating 
a welcoming experience for 
all.”

Buffalo Place Inc. ex-
tends its gratitude to M&T 
Bank for their contin-
ued support of the Down-
town Country Market and 
Downtown Buffalo. The 
Buffalo News will again 
serve as the Market’s Me-
dia Partner.

Season details, vendor 
information, and our 2026 
Grow Guide - highlighting 
peak timing for fresh fruits 
and vegetables - are avail-
able at www.buffaloplace.
com. For weekly updates, 
follow along on Facebook 
and Instagram.

on the continent. They 
are recognized for their 
well-known “howl”, a 
powerful, loud vocaliza-
tion that can be heard 
from over a mile away. 
The Buffalo Zoo is open 
seven days a week from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with 
last admission at 4 p.m. 
General admission tick-
ets can be purchased in 
advance online at buffa-
lozoo.org, or in-person 
at the front entrance 
gate.

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.
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TO PLACE YOUR 

LEGAL AD 
IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET 

CALL 632-0808

LEGAL

GAMES

GAMES

 CLASSIFIED

FOR RENT

1. Blossom, Buttercup and Bubbles. 
2. Indian Ocean. 3. 2,026. 4. Olivia 
Dean. 5. Hawaii. 6. “Double 
Indemnity.” 7. 10, five from each 
team. 8. The Sun’s solar winds and 
magnetic fields create a protective 
bubble around our solar system. 9. 
The study of flags. 10. Charles I in 

1649.

Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page three.

Puzzle on page four.

Puzzle on page two.

Notice of Formation of Sally Marie 
Studio LLC, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
with the Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/25/2026. Office in Erie County. SSNY 
is the designated agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 33 
Hamilton Ave, Lackawanna, NY 14218. 
Any lawful purpose.                            23

TO PLACE YOUR 

SHOP AD
IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET 

CALL 632-0808

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ERIE, 
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE 
FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION TRUST, 
Plaintiff, vs. ROY M. BAYS AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF ANNE CALLAHAN 
A/K/A ANNE F. CALLAHAN AND 
AS HEIR AND DISTIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LYNN A. BAYS, 
ET AL., Defendant(s). Pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale duly entered on February 10, 
2026, I, the undersigned Referee 
will sell at public auction at the 
first floor closing room of the Erie 
County Clerk’s Office, 92 Franklin 
Street, Buffalo, NY 14202 on June 
10, 2026 at 12:00 p.m., premises 
known as 940 South Park Avenue, 
Buffalo, NY 14210. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of land, with 
the buildings and improvements 
thereon erected, situate, lying 
and being in the City of Buffalo, 
County of Erie and State of New 
York, Section 122.51, Block 3 
and Lot 23. Approximate amount 
of judgment is $36,447.44 plus 
interest and costs. Premises will be 
sold subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index #807966/2024. 

Notice of Formation of LUNSER 
AGENCY, LLC, LLC Articles of Org. filed 
with the Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
February 5, 2026. Office in Erie County. 
SSNY is the designated agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to P.O. Box 378, East Aurora, 
NY 14052. Any lawful purpose.           24

Notice of Formation of GOLDEN 
STARR LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 5/5/2026. Office 
location: Erie County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process to: 418 Broadway STE N 
Albany NY 12207. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.                                                25

Richard F. Daly, Esq., Referee 
Friedman Vartolo LLP, 85 Broad 
Street, Suite 501, New York, New 
York 10004, Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
Firm File No.: 190112-3                22

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF ERIE 
Index Number: 801817/2026 Supple-
mental Summons with Notice of Ac-
tion to Foreclose a Mortgage Prop-
erty: 58-60 Strauss Street, Buffalo, 
New York 14212 Federal Home Loan 
Mortgage Corporation, Plaintiff(s), 
-against- Mary E. Butler as heir at law 
to the Estate of Edward E. Jones, if 
living, and if he/she any and all per-
sons unknown to plaintiff, claiming, or 
who may claim to have an interest in, 
or generally or specific lien upon the 
real property described in this action; 
such unknown persons being herein 
generally described and intended to 
be included in wife, widow, husband, 
widower, heirs at law, next of kin, 
descendants, executors, administra-
tors, devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, and 
assignees of such deceased, any 
and all persons deriving interest in or 
lien upon, or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, or either 
of them, and their respective wives, 
widows, husbands, widowers, heirs 
at law, next of kin, descendants, ex-
ecutors; administrators, devisees, 
legatees, creditors, trustees, com-
mittees, lienors and assigns, all of 
whom and whose names, except as 
stated, are unknown to plaintiff; Ed-
ward E. Jones as heir at law to the 
Estate of Edward E. Jones, Jennifer 
R. Adames as heir at law to the Es-
tate of Edward E. Jones, Leann Rose 
as heir at law to the Estate of Edward 
E. Jones, Broadway-Fillmore Neigh-
borhood Housing Services, Inc., New 

York State Department of Taxation 
and Finance, People of the State of 
New York o/b/o Buffalo City Court, 
People of the State of New York o/b/o 
Amherst Town Court, EBF Holdings, 
LLC d/b/a Everest Business Fund-
ing, United States of America/Inter-
nal Revenue Service, The People of 
the State of New York, The United 
States of America, and “JOHN DOE 
#1,” through “JOHN DOE #12,” the 
last twelve names being fictitious and 
unknown to plaintiff, the persons or 
parties intended being the tenants, 
occupants, persons or corporations, 
if any, having or claiming an interest 
in or lien upon the premises being 
foreclosed herein, Defendant(s). WE 
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or, if 
the complaint is not served with this 
summons, to serve a notice of ap-
pearance on the Plaintiff’s attorneys 
within 20 days after the service of this 
summons exclusive of the day of ser-
vice or within 30 days after comple-
tion of service where service is made 
in any other manner than by personal 
delivery within the State.  The United 
States of America, if designated as a 
defendant in this action, may answer 
or appear within sixty (60) days of 
service hereof.  In case of your fail-
ure to appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the com-
plaint. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If 
you do not respond to this summons 
and complaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney for the 
mortgage company who filed this 
foreclosure proceeding against you 
and filing the answer with the court, 
a default judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your home. 	
Speak to an attorney or go to the 
court where your case is pending 
for further information on how to an-
swer the summons and protect your 
property. Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not stop this 
foreclosure action. 	YOU MUST RE-
SPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY 

FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE AN-
SWER WITH THE COURT. Sheldon 
May & Associates, P.C., Ted Eric 
May, Esq., Attorneys for Plaintiff, 
Office & Post Office Address 255 
Merrick Road, Rockville Centre, NY 
11570. (516) 763-3200 File # 40541                 
22

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME COURT 
COUNTY OF ERIE PNC Bank, Na-
tional Association, Plaintiff AGAINST 
Erie County Public Administrator, as 
Limited Administrator of the Estate of 
Carol R. Elliott a/k/a Carol Elliott; et al., 
Defendant(s) Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale duly entered 
November 20, 2025, and amended April 
1, 2026, I, the undersigned Referee, 
will sell at public auction at the first floor 
Closing Room of the Erie County Clerk’s 
Office, 92 Franklin St, Buffalo, NY 14202 
on June 24, 2026 at 10:00AM, premises 
known as 771 Eagle Street, Buffalo, NY 
14210. All that Tract or parcel of land, 
situate, in the City of Buffalo, County of 
Erie, State of New York, Section: 111.83 
Block: 3 Lot: 1.6. Approximate amount 
of judgment $25,057.07 plus interest 
and costs. Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment Index# 
800651/2024. Christopher Pannozzo, 
Esq., Referee LOGS Legal Group LLP 
Attorney(s) for the Plaintiff 175 Mile 
Crossing Boulevard Rochester, New 
York 14624 (877)                                  24

NOTICE OF SALE SUPREME 
COURT COUNTY OF ERIE 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, not in its individual ca-
pacity but solely as Indenture 
Trustee of Mill City Mortgage 
Loan Trust 2019-GS1, Plaintiff 
AGAINST Brian Kawaler a/k/a 
Brian L. Kawaler; et al., Defen-
dant(s) Pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale duly 
entered April 28, 2026, I, the 
undersigned Referee, will sell 
at public auction at the Closing 
Room of the Erie County Clerk’s 
Office, 1st Floor, 92 Franklin 
Street, Buffalo NY 14202 on 
June 29, 2026, at 10:00AM, 
premises known as 315 West 
Utica Street, Buffalo, NY 14222. 
All that tract or parcel of land 
situate in the City of Buffalo, 
County of Erie and State of New 
York, Section 100.37 Block 5 Lot 
10. Approximate amount of judg-
ment $331,753.24 plus interest 
and costs. Premises will be sold 
subject to provisions of filed 
Judgment Index# 803873/2025. 
Paul A. Bender, Esq., Referee 
LOGS Legal Group LLP Attor-
ney(s) for the Plaintiff 175 Mile 
Crossing Boulevard Rochester, 
New York 14624 (877) 430-
4792 Dated: May 6, 2026 9008
4                                          25
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A Name to Know, A Name to Trust.
• Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals
• Advance of Need Planning
• Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts
• Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

3215 Delaware Ave.
Kenmore, NY 14217
(716) 873-4774

Our family 
helping your family 

celebrate life.

SQhair
sqhairsalon.com

WE ARE ALWAYS WE ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOMING WELCOMING 
NEW TALENTNEW TALENT

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216

716 876.6393

visit us online! www.buffalorocket.com

BANQUET ROOM 
ACCOMMODATES  

UP TO 45 PEOPLE
Call  for Reservat ions

1545 HERTEL AVENUE  836-5411
2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS

WITH 2 LITER SODA (TUES ONLY)

$$38.0038.00
THROWBACK THURSDAY

LARGE CHEESE PIZZA & 20 WINGS

ALL YOU CAN EATALL YOU CAN EAT  SPAGHETTI!SPAGHETTI!
Mondays and Tuesdays
Dine In Only
4pm - 9pm WED ONLY

2 SMALL CHEESE PIZZAS
$25.00

ADD'N TOPPINGS EXTRA PER PIZZA
LIMITED TIME ONLY

Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com

INFLATION INFLATION 
BUSTERBUSTER

$29.99

$5.00

The Wellington Pub
1541 HERTEL AVENUE • 833-9899 • WELL INGTONPUB .COM1541 HERTEL AVENUE • 833-9899 • WELL INGTONPUB .COM

FULL MENU 
AVAILABLE FOR

TAKE OUT

Vo ted  BUFFALO ’S  BEST

F I SH  FRY
by  A r t v o i ce

SERVED ALL DAY
FRIDAY ONLY 

Delivery
11 am Until

Closing

Our 54th 
Year!

FISH FRY
ALL DAY EVERY DAY

$18.50$18.50

NEXT TO NEXT TO 
BOB & JOHNSBOB & JOHNS

Lab Grown Diamonds
Same Quality,

More Sustainable,
More Affordable.

USDA Choice
Sirloin Steaks

$8.99 lb.     

Our Own Stuffed
Pork Chops

$3.99 lb.     

Frozen
Chicken Fingers

$24.95 per 5lb. bag     

 Extra Large

Eggs
$1.50 dz.     

MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE1191 HERTEL AVENUE
Business Hours:Business Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pmMon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm
Closed Wednesdays Closed Wednesdays 

Saturday 7 am- 5 pmSaturday 7 am- 5 pm

www.johnnysmeats.comwww.johnnysmeats.com

WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

VOTED 
BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY

  –BUFFALO SPREE 

Slab 
Bacon

$5.89 lb.

Chicken
Pot Pies

$3.99 ea.

$120 MEAT
PACKAGE

$150 MEAT
PACKAGE

6-8 oz. Sirloin 
Steaks

4 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Thighs
4 lbs. Italian 

Sausage
3 lbs. Sahlens
	 Hot Dogs

Frozen 

Cooked 
Shrimp

$8.99 lb.     

Boneles Skinless
Chicken Breasts

$2.99 lb.     

6-8 oz. Sirloin 
Steaks

5 lbs. Ground Chuck
3 lbs. Bacon or  

Pork Sausage
5 lbs. Chicken Thighs
4 lbs. Chicken Breasts
4 lbs. Italian Sausage
3 lb. Pork Roast
3 lbs. Sahlens  

Hot Dogs

Fresh
Chicken Wings
$1.99 lb.  

Frozen
Chicken Fingers

$29.95 5 lb. bag     

Our Own
Stuffed Porkchops

$3.99 lb.     


