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The 4th of July is coming up thls Weeekend and the follow1ng events are
guaranteed to get you into the patriotic spirit!

The Buffalo Water-
front will host two ma-
jor events for the

From sweeping orches-
tral favorites to iconic
themes, Western New

country’s  250th & Yorkers can gather for
anniversary this [\ 9\ a powerful celebra-
weekend of July |\tests tion of America250
3-5. PR \\\ on Friday, July
o N o
Erie Canal Har- ing fireworks
bor Development =9 display over
Corporation, an- Lake Erie.

nounced today that “There is something
Independence Day uniquely powerful about
weekend will see gathering by the wa-

both the return of The

World’s Largest Rubber

Duck — the six-story-

tall waterfowl that

last visited Buffa-

lo in 2016 — and

a summer night

at the Outer Har-

bor’s Terminal B

with JoAnn Fall-

etta and the Buffalo

Philharmonic Orchestra,

celebrating the spirit of

America through music.
M&T Bank presents

Sound & Sky on the Wa-

terfront — July 3

ter, with music as the
backdrop and the city

all around wus,” said
Falletta, the BPO’s
acclaimed music

director. “This con-

cert is about com-

ing together with

friends, families

and neighbors to

share a summer night

filled with energy, beau-

ty, and connection. It is a

celebration of Buffalo as

much as it is a celebra-
tion of music.”

The concert will begin

at 7 p.m., with fireworks
immediately following
at approximately 9:15
p.m. Tickets for this free
performance are limited
and available online, on
a first-come, first-served
basis. Foldable chairs
will be permitted for this
show but are subject to
security inspection.

“A summer evening
with a free performance
featuring the incredible
talent of the BPO is a
can’t-miss experience,”
said Michele Cicatel-
lo, marketing manager,
Buffalo Waterfront. “Ter-
minal B is the perfect
place to take it all in and
celebrate our country’s
milestone anniversary.”

The World’s Larg-
est Rubber Duck at Ca-
nalside, presented by
BuffaLove Apparel

The lawn at Canalside
will also be bustling In-
dependence Day week-
end, with “Mama Duck”
Continued on page five.

Summer City Fitness Returns For 11" Season

Highmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield and the City _ gzmm
of Buffalo today an- g
nounced the return of
its Summer City Fit- %
ness Series. This popu- j
lar, free outdoor program

has been a cornerstone of
accessible wellness op-
portunities for Buffa-
lo residents for more
¥ than a decade, fos-
tering a healthier and
more active community.

Now in its 11th sea-
son, the series will again
transform Johnnie B. Wi-
ley Sports Pavilion (1100
Jefferson Avenue) into an
outdoor fitness hub, offer-
Continued on page five.

rShea’s Buffalo Marks 100 Years A

The celebration of The Mighty Wurlitzer
Shea’s Buffalo Theatre’s  was installed during the
100th anniversary takes construction of Shea’s
center stage again on  Buffalo Theatre in 1925
Wednesday, July 8 at and has entertained au-
7:30PM, when inter- diences for the last 100
nationally acclaimed years. Shea’s Wurlitzer
organist Richard Hills is one of the largest in-
takes the bench for an  struments built by the
unforgettable Rudolph Wurlitzer Com-

evening show- iy pany of North Tonawan-
casing one of & da and remains
the theatre’s g one of the finest
most trea- |3 and best pre-
sured icons, the [} served in the
mighty  Wur- [& country.
litzer organ. J Shea’s is de-
The pro- lighted to welcome

Richard Hills to Buffa-
lo. Hills has had an es-
teemed education and ca-
reer, winning numerous
awards including 2010
‘Organist of the Year’ by
the American Theatre
Organ Society. Today,
Hills is organist at St
Mary’s, Bourne Street in
Continued on page six.

gram will trace a mu-
sical timeline of the
theatre’s history, spot-
lighting Great Ameri-
can Songbook composers
with selections spanning
from 1926 to the present
day, with special recog-
nition of the artists and
shows that have graced
Lthe Shea’s stage.

MWemaories

From the Buffalo Rocket archives

1995. RICH PRODUCT CORPORATION

July,
CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY...Pictured

above is a view of Rich’s Buffalo World
Headquarters, including the complex at 1150
Niagara St. and Rich Renaissance Niagara (left);
and Robert E. Rich, founder and chairman of Rich
Products, and Bob Rich Jr., president, celebrate
50 years of Rich Products’ non-dairy topping
innovations.

r

THURSDAY, JULY 2ND

FE

Thunderstorms
High 78°
Low 48°

‘ 5%

FRIDAY, JULY 3RD

Local Weather

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

Thunderstorms Partly Cloudy
High 55° High 70°
Low 68° Low 56°

SUNDAY, JULY 5TH

Partly Cloudy
High 71°
Low 57°

MONDAY, JULY 6TH TUESDAY, JULY 7TH WEDNESDAY, JULY 8TH

Partly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy Partly Cloudy
High 69° High 72° High 74°
Low 56° Low 57° Low 60°
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AUTOMOTIVE
& DETAIL

DETAIL SPECIAL: $179.95

SPECIAL INCLUDES:
Wash Vehicle

Pressure Wash Wheel Wells

Paste Wax Exterior

Clean And Dress Wheels & Tires
Vacuum Interior

Shampoo Floormats

Wipe Down Door Panels And Daskboard
Clean And Viny! And Leather

Polish Windows Inside And Out

1370 KENMORE AVENUE, BUFFALO, NY 14216
WWW.BISONAUTOMOTIVE.COM/716.873.1193

THE KENMORE CLUB

1530 Kenmore Avenue * 875-5780

Party & Banquet Rooms
Full Catering Service Available

BINGO

SunNDAY, 7:00pPMm

Knights of Columbus
PROGRESSIVE

- @l ¢@

Played every

Wednesday

at 1:00 pm

By Bill Snyder

After a Big win over the Royals Saturday afternoon
in Shoshone Park, the Rookie Boys Athletics team
of the North Buffalo Baseball Softball League all
received trophies from their coaches for clinching
first place in the 14 team Division. The players are
front row, left to right Joe Snyder, Auggie Snyder,
Miles Mach and Conlan Komosinski. Row two is
Justus Woods, Thomas Bingel, Bennett Szymanski,
Grady Trillo, Elias Mach and Robert Ryan. Coaches

NOLTH PARK THEATLRE

OPENING FRIDAY
JAWS [4K] (50TH ANNIVERSARY)

JAWS [4K] (50th Anniversary) Fri 7/3: (1:30), (4:15) Sat 7/4: (11:30am), [2:15) Sun 7/5:
{1:40), 10:00 Mon T06: (1:30 OPEN CAPS), (4:15) Tue 7/7: (4:45), 7:30 Wed T/8:
{1:30), (4:15) Thur 7/8: (1:30), 7:30

BOOGIE NIGHTS [4K] (1997) Fri 7/3: 7:00 Sat 7/4: 7:30 Sun 7/5: 6:45
Man Ti6: 7:00 Tue 7i7: (1:30) Wed 7/8: 9:20 Thur 7/9: [4:15)
TWIN PEAKS SEASON 2; EPISODES 4 and 5 (1990 Fri 713 10:15 &
Sat 714: (5:00) Sun 7/5: (4:25) Mon T16: 10:15 Tue 7/7: 10:15 Wed
T8: T:00 Thur 7/9: 10015

1428 Hertel Ave., Buffalo, NY 14216, (716) 836-7411

If your name is found in the BUFFALO ROCKET to win a
FREE PIZZA, take proof of identification to BOB & JOHN'S
LA HACIENDA at 1545 Hertel Avenue to pick up your FREE
PIZZA (Takeout only, must be redeemed within one week).
If your name is listed for NORTH PARK THEATRE PASS-
ES, you will have two free passes mailed out to you.
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include Mark Szymanski, Sean Ryan and Brandon

Woods.

Congratulations to the
Green and Gold Athletics
team in the Rookie Boys Di-
vision of the North Buffalo
Baseball Softball League
who became the first team
to clinch first place in the
Division and receiving
beautiful trophies after
beating a tough Royals
team this past Saturday af-
ternoon in Shoshone Park.
The A’s finished the regular
season with a 10-1 record,
their only loss coming to
the Angels in early

May.

Led by Justus
Woods, Grady
Trillo and
Bennett Szy-
manski, the
trifecta just
made contact
with the ball at

home plate and
led the offense
all season long.
Against teams like the
Orioles, Blue Jays, Twins,
Guardians and Rangers,
the A’s put together a seven
game win streak just after
Memorial Day and never let
up on the opponent. Woods
was awesome with the bat
in his hands while other
players like Robbie Ryan
and Elias Mach made plays
defensively around the dia-
mond that kept the scoring
low. Now, with just a week
before the playoffs start,
the A’s look like the team to
beat when it comes to the
Championship in this Divi-
sion.

It’s almost time for the
fireworks to start and all
teams are getting ready
for the Playoffs. All teams
make the postseason in
Shoshone Park, regardless

of how they finish. Even if
a team has just one or two
wins on their season, they’ll
play in the double elimina-
tion brackets that will be
posted near the Chianta
Fieldhouse. Here’s a best
wishes to all teams from
this column, in advance.
Two weekends ago, June
19-21 the 17U North Buf-
falo Wildcats won the pres-
tigious NY Inferno Steve
Kuhn Memorial Showcase
Tournament for the first
time in the Park’s
history. It’s the
first Showcase
Tournament
that the Wild-
cats team has

ever played
and their
first victory

against teams
from Rochester,
Canada and even
Olean NY.
"We've arrived," said
Scott Gallivan recently to
this column as the League’s
vice-president and the Di-
rector of Wildcat Girls Trav-
el for a number of years.
"This puts us on the map
of WNY Softball as a force
to be reckoned with in the

future. I'm so proud of these
girls."

Against the host team
NY Inferno in Garnett Park
in Ambherst, the Southtown
Slammers and Smash it
Sports, the Wildcats were
the only "house" travel team
in the ten team competition
that saw the girls play and
win four games in a row on
Sunday to win the Tourna-
ment for the first time in its
history.

The winning Wildcats in-
clude Clara Rickus, Brook-
lyn Hornung, MacKenzie
Gunnarson, Izzy Kilonsky,
Ali Foglia, Chloe Claeys,
Skylar Ball, Peyton Galli-
van, Shea Hall, Molly Sav-
age and Lidia Foglia. They
were coached by Gallivan
and longtime coaches Kelly
and Justin Kilonsky, Khris
Foglia and Peter Savage.

"Nobody expected us to
win this Tournament when
we first started,” continued
Gallivan. "But I knew it and
had confidence in the way
they have played here in
this Park, all these years.
This is the best Wildcat
team we’ve ever seen."

In other Park games,
Regina Sozanski and the
Shamrocks have won three
of their last four games for
a 5-6 record and a big win
over the Rebels in Rookie
Girls. Gabby Peak allowed
just one run over five in-
nings and helped the Griffs
beat the Bruins 9-4 in Ma-
jor Girls.

Sam Coranado struck out
five Orioles on the mound to
help lead the White Sox to
an 8-5 win. Ben Wood had
two big hits for the Triple
AAA Mariners over the
Yankees, 9-2. Gio Nichols
cleared the bases for the
Dodgers with a double and
teammate Mateo Todtenha-
gen pitched two shutout in-
nings for an LA victory over
the Cardinals.

Finn Stamback and
Emmet Trottier are on the
mound for the Double AA
Braves in a 5-3 victory over
the Brewers. Jack Ram-
sey had two homeruns and
teammates Jackson Sul-
livan and Omeir Cannan
each had another homerun
as the Blue Jays defeated
the Twins, 12 -3 in Triple
AAA Boys. Greyson DiPal-
ma and Austin Lee both
homered for the Mets in a
5-4 win over the Pirates.
Happy 250th Birthday
America!

g GALLAGHER
%4 PRINTING, INC.

Contact us about

using
promote your business!

to



WEEK OF THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2026

BUFFALO ROCKET ISSUE 27

PAGE 3

America’s 250" In Western New York!

America’s 250th
birthday will be celebrat-
ed across the country this
Independence Day, with
various special events
taking place throughout
Western New York.

Here’s how WNY is
celebrating America’s
biggest birthday

yet: N
Bi- SN

Buffalo
sons Cosmic La
Baseball: e
Glow-in- -
the-dark
baseball
returns to
Sahlen Field on
July 4, bringing UV-re-
active baseballs and neon
uniforms to the ballpark.

Canalside: The
World’s Largest Rub-
ber Duck is returning to
Buffalo’s waterfront for
July 4. Giveaways, pop-
ups, music and vendors
will be at Canalside from
July 3 to 5.

Clarence: Music,
games, concessions and
fireworks will be held at
Main Street Town Park
on June 29 beginning at
4 p.m. Fireworks begin
at dusk.

Depew: A concert,
food trucks and fireworks
display are happening at
Fireman’s Park on dJuly
3. The concert kicks off
at 7 p.m. with fireworks
to follow at 10 p.m.

Dunkirk: A three-
day-long event from July
2 to 4 will feature music
and vendors. Fireworks
will kick off at 9:30 p.m.
on July 4.

East Aurora: A pa-
rade and concert is hap-
pening on July 3 with
fireworks at 10 p.m. at
Hamlin Park.

Ellicottville: Holiday
Valley Resort will have
live music and fireworks
from July 3 to 5. Per-
formances include Cami
Clune, Hair Nation and
more.

Grand Island: The
56th Annual Indepen-
dence Day Parade starts
at 10 a.m. on July 4.

Lancaster: A carnival
from July 2 to 4 will have
rides, games, live music
and more. Entry is free.
Click here to learn more.

Lockport: Activities
are happening from July
1 to 4 with a concert,
free hot dogs and drinks,
a parade and fireworks
at 10 p.m. at Outwater
Park.

Marilla & Wales: The
towns of Marilla and
Wales are hosting a joint
celebration including an
America 250 carnival
and variety parade. Click
here for updates on their
planned celebrations
happening on July 4 and
all weekend long.

Old Fort Niagara:

Battle reenactments are
happening from July 3 to
5 to commemorate Amer-
ica’s history.

Orchard Park: A pa-
rade begins at 8 p.m. on
July 4 with fireworks to
follow.

Pendleton: An all-

day event on July
/ 4 will feature
' fireworks, food
— trucks, music
= and a parade
o with a con-

B\ test for the

most patriot-

ic float.

The Great
Pumpkin Farm: A carni-
val from July 3 to 5 will
feature games, food ven-
dors and fireworks. Ad-
mission and parking are
free, and tickets or wrist-
bands can be purchased
for rides.

Town of Tonawanda:
Kenney Park will host
food trucks, performanc-
es by the American Le-
gion Band and fireworks

on July 2. Vendors in-
clude Sweet Melody’s,
Anderson’s, Just Pizza
and more. Click here for
a full itinerary.

Cities of North
Tonawanda, Tonawanda:
A waterfront celebra-
tion at the Renaissance
Bridge and Gateway
Harbor will include fire-
works, a balloon artist
and more activities on
July 4. Fireworks will
start at dusk.

Fireworks

Bemus Point: Start at
10 p.m. on July 4.

Niagara Falls State
Park: Start at 10 p.m. on
July 4.

Pendleton: Start at
10 p.m. on July 4.

Seneca Allegany Re-
sort & Casino: Start
around 9:40 p.m. on July
4.

Seneca Niagara Re-
sort & Casino: Start
around 9:40 p.m. on July
2.

Six

Flags Darien
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Lake: The park will host
fireworks on July 4 after
their laser light spectac-

The City of Buffalo
will not have a dedicated
sponsoring of a Fourth of

ular show. July fireworks display.
MAGIC MAZE @ "INDEPENDENCE
DAY
CFBYWURLPNKPIGD
BZI XVSITQOMAKIGE
CAYRWBEUSTOQPNTLJ
HFE(DEMOCRACY)CAY
XVURFWDIITSPQSSF
PYTLAYOLNFRMCEA
KYAJTTORHCTIV FTIDT
EGCI ITIBF ZKTDZRNAH
YXNSLAVITSETFCRE
VUMEHTNAUUTRTI AR
QPOMLKI HGMETDPPS

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
Unlisted clue hint: THE FOUNDING —

Anthem Flag Music Pride
Democracy Food Parades Sacrifice
Festivals Liberty Patriotism Unity
Fireworks Loyalty Picnics

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Answers on page six.

g Crossword

ACROSS
1 "Chocolat"

actor

5 Audio giant
9 Prune

12 Antioxidant

13 Egg

14 — budget
15 Plumbing

problem

16 Firsties
17 TiVo precursor

18 Foolproof

19 Sch. URL
ender

20 Borscht base

21 Sailing hazard

23 — Victor

25 Daughter of
Muhammad

28 Lynx

32 "West Side 52 Getup
Story" role 53 Perimeter

33 Prefixmean- 54 Lobbyists'
ing "water" org.

34 Oceanbot- 55 Pitch
toms 56 Reddish

36 Grapevine talk brown

37 Chow down

38 "— was say- DOWN
ing ..." 1 June honor-
39 Scoff ees
42 Half of bi- 2 Beige
44 Sod 3 Two of a kind
48 Napoleon's 4 Specialist in
title (Abbr.) the heating/
49 Mideast gulf
50 Verifiable try

label 6 Roman poet

cooling indus- 29 LP succes-

7 Outlying area 31 Pinnacle

8 Ambulance 35 Recording site

letters 36 Olympic
9 Zero, in tennis swimmer
10 Formerly Rowdy
11 Section 39 "M*A*S*H"
20 Date night vehicle
hire 40 Tennis star
22 D-Day beach Raducanu

24 Some Pacific 41 Grand tale
salmon 43 Legendary

25 Passing craze loch

26 Chemical suf- 45 Language of
fix Pakistan

27 Gratuity 46 Carpets

47 Shoe fillers

sors 49 lllustrations

51 Brit. record 5 Grocery store 30 NPR's

Shapiro

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page six.

Weekly SUDOKU

9 8
V4 4 2
7|2 8|95

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate ¢ € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers on page six.
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Why Doesn’t My Social Security Record Show
All My Military Earnings? - Ask Rusty

Dear Rusty: We could
use guidance on optimum
dates for my spouse to be-
gin taking Social Securi-
ty (SS). She doesn’t have
enough work credits on her
own, so she will be using
mine for spousal benefits.
I was born in 1955, and 1
now get $3,886 in monthly
SS' benefits. My wife was
born in 1961. We currently
receive about $50,000 per
year in royalties and VA
disability payments that
will stop upon my death.

So, with that in mind,
can you suggest optimum
dates for my wife to claim,
based on my projected
death in early 2027 or ear-

< SELLSIPOST

ly 2030? My wife is very
healthy and will likely Ilive
beyond 2040. Of course no
one can predict their own
passing; these are just
random dates I came up
with based on probabili-
ties with my health issues.
Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning
Ahead: First, I want to
thank you for your mili-
tary service. Whether your
earnings while in the mil-
itary would provide you
with any additional Social
Security benefit depends
on your career earnings
after leaving military ser-
vice. Here’s why:

Your monthly Social Se-

A< SELLSIPOST

Do it with « CLASSIFIED AD in the Buffalo Rocket!

ADVERTISING GETS RESULTS! CALL DENNIS GALLAGHER AT 716.632.0808

Serving WNY since 1973 « Buffalo Owned Company

sk for Gred"

WNY Largest Transmission Dealer
u
onfinental.

TRANSMISSION

Find

 FREETOWING

» ONE DAY SERVICE

In Most Cases

We Welcome
All Extended
Warranties

WNY'S LARGEST TRANSMISSION DEALER

With Service F ree + Import Cars
« FREE ROAD TEST y «  Front Wheel & 4 Wheel Drive
& Visual Inspection Electl’onlc «  4x4's, & Light Duty Trucks
o . « RV’sand Motor Homes
« POSTED PRICES Dlagl’lOSthS « Light Duty Trucks & Allisons

SPECIALISTS IN:

CO==D ATSG

OPEN DAILY
8am to 6pm &
Sat. 8am to 1pm

BUFFALO - 877-9650 - GREG SCARPACE

909 Hertel Ave. Between Delaware & EiImwood
www.wnycontinentaltransmission.com

AM1440 FM105.3

WEBR RADIO.COM

FRIDAYS 9PM -MONDAYS 6AM

PLAYING THE
B VERY BEST MUSIC
7 OF THE 70'S & 80'S!

SIMULCAST

EVERY WEEKEND ON

LJMI-_IJ\'n

WLVL hwmﬂ

curity (SS) benefit is based
upon the highest earning
35 years over your lifetime
(with earlier years adjust-
ed for inflation). From
those highest earning 35
years, SS develops your
Average Indexed Month-
ly Earnings (your lifetime
“AIME”) which is the ba-
sis of the SS benefit you
get if you claim for bene-
fits to start at your full re-
tirement age (FRA). So, if
— after you completed your
military service — you had
at least 35 years of other
employment where you
earned more money than
you did while serving, then
your military pay won’t af-
fect your Social Security
benefit.

FYI, Social Security
payroll tax has been with-
held from military pay
since 1957, which is why
your SS earnings record
shows your military pay
only for 1957 and 1958.
Your SS record wouldn’t
show military pay prior to
1957 because you didn’t
contribute to SS from your
military pay during those
years. The earnings you
see in your SS earnings
record for 1954 are likely
from non-military employ-
ment prior to starting ac-
tive duty in October 1954.

SS does provide older
veterans with “special ex-
tra credits for military ser-
vice,” but those credits are
only a supplemental earn-
ings amount added to your
military pay record during
the years you served. It is
not a bonus amount add-
ed to your monthly Social
Security payment; rather
it is only an amount add-
ed to your military pay
record used when calcu-
lating your Social Securi-
ty benefit. For those who
served prior to 1957, So-
cial Security would have
no record of your military
earnings during those ear-
ly service years. But when
you claimed Social Securi-
ty later in life, they would
have asked if you served in
the military and given you
“special extra credit” in
the form of presumed earn-
ings for your service years.
They likely asked for a
copy of your DD-214 and
would have added $160 to
your military earnings re-
cord for each active-duty
month from October 1954
through December 1956,
and additional earnings
credits for 1957 and 1958.

But that doesn’t mean
you get a special Social Se-
curity bonus for your mil-
itary service. If you have
at least 35 years of civilian
employment after serving
in the Navy, your service
years would only affect
your SS benefit if those
military service years
were among the highest
paying 35 years over your
entire lifetime.

Senior;

SRV Rk

Pop Quiz

Test your knowledge!

1. Who was the only actress to appear in the 1961 and 2021
film versions of “West Side Story”?

2. Which month of the year has the most letters in its name?

3. What protects the Earth from solar winds?

4. What is the name of the bar in “It’s Always Sunny in
Philadelphia”?

5. Which state is home to the first Ben & Jerry’s ice cream shop?

6. What are the names of the two brothers in the “Hardy Boys”
novel series?

7. What is a polyglot?

8. Which herb is most often used in traditional pesto?

9. Membranes called pleurae cover the surface of which human
organs?

10. What is the capital of South Korea?

Answers on page seven.

) FURNACE
cvolution SAFETY

Heating & Air {.on{ju.omng
INSPECTION

716-919-2600 &, o
$29!

@) '"""lz.}_;;[.r.-. m G
Buffalo Gals of all ages
are talking about these books!

Special 20% discount for
Gallagher Printing patrons
and book club members
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Happy 250" Independence Day!

Continued from page one. thrilled to welcome her Canalside on one of the
and her 10-foot-tall Baby back, this time on land,” most festive weekends of
Duck, Timmy, landing Cicatello said. “It’s an the year.”

at the downtown water- extra fun reason to visit

front on July 3, in an ; ;
§] cocore to her memorable Summer City Fitness Returns

visit a decade ago. th
“Born at Canalside, For 11** Season

he .
apevine

Afternoon Drive Host FOR SALE BuffaLove Apparel is Continued from page one. “Summer City Fitness
WEBR AM 1440 AND FM especially excited to be ing free weekly classes led has grown into a truly
105.3 is one of Buffalo’s most part of welcoming the by local fitness movement extraordinary program,

iconic radio stations. We are Ladies Black Leather Jack World’s Largest Rubber Body of Wealth. Classes be-  bringing our community to-
celebrating our 100TH Anni- adies Black Leather Jack= Duck this summer and to  gin Saturday, June 27, and  gether each summer to get
versary in 2024 and would like et, 3/_4. Length, Very Good continually join in creat- continue every Saturday active and prioritize their
you to join our family!! Weare  Condition.  $99.00. Call ing moments that cele- (excluding July 4) through  health,” said Jessica Cox,

currently looking for an After- 716-877-4682. brate Buffalo, its people, September 5, from 9 to 10  president, Highmark Blue
noon Drive host to be on air and the heart of the city,” a.m. Cross Blue Shield. “What
from 2PM-6PM Monday-Fri- Dresses size 8 - one black said Patty Watson, own- “Access to healthy ac- makes this initiative espe-
day. Bring your energy and one green for holidays $15.00 er of BuffaLove Apparel. tivities shouldn’t depend cially impactful is how it
ability to relate to our listen- 716-877-4682 R From July 3 to July 5, on your ZIP code or your goes beyond free fitness—

ers. Experience preferred, but both ducks will be avail- ability to pay,” Mayor Sean  connecting participants to
will consider someone who is 15 VHS Movie. Condition able for photo ops and Ryan said. “Summer City = meaningful resources that

willing to learn and take direc- eneral viewing. There Fitness gives Buffa- support overall

tion. College radio wouldbea  EXCellent Tapes, $20.00. Call %Vﬂl also be pglenty of lo residents a free, well-being.”
big plus!! Great support with ~ 716-836-1913. duck-related special pro- Wwelcoming place ga'=1s% Participants
local ownership. Have fun, be gramming and a festival to get active, im- 7 will receive free
yourself and grow at the same ~ Feral cat houses FREE for atmosphere, including prove their health fresh produce from
time!! Please email a recent  winter - Stryofoam coolers 25 golden ducks placed and connect with Urban Fruits and
air check t)() TOIly Venturoli, with straw for beddmg 716- around the site that can their commu- Veggies _and com-
Program Director, WEBR AM 877-4682 be redeemed for a gift, nity all sum- &€y ilGHMARK plimentary
1440, FM 1053 Email ad— ’ plus food and beer trucks mer long. . szlter pro-
dress is: ajthedjl04@hotmail. 2 Patio Tables, Wrought and family-friendly ac- I'm _grateful to o vided by
com. Phone 716-481-8836. Iron with Glass Tops, 2x2 tivities. A full schedule Highmark for continuing Highmark Blue Cross Blue
] ", feet. $25.00. Call 716’ 836 will be released in June toinvest in the health and  Shield. Additionally, Neigh-
*;%‘5.%’5}.* ‘* eet. WU La YY" and will include: well-being of Buffalo resi- borhood Health Center will
Tl o 1913. « Free Play Friday dents, and helping remove  be on-site throughout the

by Explore & More Chil- barriers to wellness by summer, offering preven-
) - dren’s Museum, featur- making these opportuni- tive health screenings and
191RE, ladies size 7 worn  ing duck-related kids ties accessible to all Buffa-  connecting attendees to es-

Reunion for ALL YEARS  Ski boots Swiss Raichle
of Nativity of the BVM

%ﬁlflfgﬁ)lvgl%ﬁbﬁﬁg Jslffe(itzéﬂ twice, $90.00. 716-877-4682. programming lonians.” sential care and communi-
(from noon-5pm) at B};_ffalo e Duck sidewalk art Over the past decade, ty services. .

River Grove szormeﬂ Fon-  Georgio of Beverly Hills 20" x » Face painting Summer City Fitness has Cox added, “As the only
tana’s Grove)-2299 (33’1- to 16" Beach bag with Slide out « Duck-themed fam-  served thousands of par-  health plan based in Buffa-
anasBuligle NY 141111 > g ily movies on the giant ticipants across the City lo, we’re proud to continue
Street, ) 227.  purse. $25.00. Call 716-836- videoboard of Buffalo, consistently our longstanding partner-

Reservations are a must! 1913.

RSVP by 6/30 to Rosie Men- « Rubber Duck give- growing in popularity and  ship with the City of Buf-

away, courtesy of Buffa- drawing over 1,000 attend-  falo and Mayor Sean Ryan

dolera at 716-881-1306. Winter Auto Floor Mats, Love Apparel ees in recent seasons. Each  to help build a stronger,
*-v %}5’2? * * Brand new Jeep Compass o Live patriotic mu- session includes a dynamic  healthier community.”
PG ﬁ:? 3 Floor Mats. $50.00. Call 716-  sic warm-up, a boot camp-style All classes are weather
Grover Cleveland class of 248-5344.  Duck merchandise v&iorko_ut, 1 E‘n denerglzmlg Fermlt!:mg : E or Irslore mn-
“6 50 . lebra- and vendors electric slide dance_cool- ormation about Summer
year reunion celeora P , 1
- h ts (Pre-sal The World’s Larg- down,andinspiringclosing  City Fitness and other City
tion with two events (Pre-sale f d ;
nlv) Friday. Julv 31 5 PM at est Rubber Duck made moments focused on men- of Buffalo programming,
only) Friday, July a Crisis isi
Charlie’s boatyard 1111 Fur- plenty of fans on her last  tal Well-belr}g—_ open to all  please visit https:/www.
man Blvd. Buffalo, $60 include services visit in 2016, and we’re ages and abilities. buffalony.gov.
buffet, tax and gratuity, cash this moment forward
bar. Contact MaryRose at 716-
6288632, Saturday,  August PICK UP A COPY OF THE BUFFALO ROCKET
. ) - - -
1, 3 to 5 PM Moondance cata- WE!RE HERE at the following locations or online at www.buffalorocket.com
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AKG Announces Art Alive 2026

Today the Buffalo AKG
announced that this year’s
Art Alive celebration, the
beloved event’s 30th an-
niversary, will take place
on Saturday, October 10,
from 2 to 5 pm, on the mu-
seum’s Great Lawn. Join
the museum for a special
Art Alive as we celebrate
30 years of one of the Buf-
falo AKG’s most beloved
traditions!

SAVE THE DATE!
Submissions are open
from June 22 through
September 10. Submis-
sions can be made here.

Art Alive invites par-

Professional pastry chefs,
bakers, and dessert art-
ists are invited to recre-
ate a work of art using
cake, cupcakes, cookies,
or other edible mediums.
Guests will vote for their
favorite visual design,
while a panel of judges
will award prizes for taste
and execution.

This year’s celebration
shines a spotlight on the
Buffalo AKG itself. Par-
ticipants are encouraged
to explore the museum’s
collection and Public Art
Initiative for inspiration,
offering fresh perspec-

ticipants tives on
Egork: ri}% B U F FA LO A KG gloelﬁis t?lr;’;
o ARTMUSEUM  Baks.er
creative, unique.

living re-creations of More than $4,000 in

works from the AKG’s
collection and Public Art
Initiative. These striking
interpretations—known
as tableaux—use peo-
ple, costumes, props, and
imagination to transform
artwork into a three-di-
mensional experience.
The competition is open
to everyone, including
students, families, com-
munity groups, organiza-
tions, and individual par-
ticipants.

To mark this mile-
stone anniversary, we're
introducing an exciting
new category: Edible Art.

prizes will be awarded to
the creators of the win-
ning tableaux and edible
art entries. Throughout
the event, guests will
have the opportunity to
vote for their favorite tab-
leaux and edible art cre-
ations, while a panel of lo-
cal judges will select Best
in Show winners in both
categories.

Awards and prizes will
be presented across the
following categories:

Best in K-8

Best in 9-12

Best in Individuals
(17 & under)

Do i with « CLASSIFIED AD ir the Buffalo Rocket!

ADVERTISING GETS RESULTS! CALL DENNIS GALLAGHER AT 716.632.0808

Best in Individuals
(18+)
Best in Households/

Groups

Best Tableaux

Best Edible Art

The museum invites
the entire community to
join us as we celebrate
30 years of Art Alive. We
will honor the artists,
performers, bakers, and
community members who
continue to bring art to
life in inspiring and unex-
pected ways.

Buffalo

About the
AKG Art Museum

Founded in 1862, the
Buffalo AKG Art Museum
is the sixth-oldest pub-
lic art institution in the
United States. For more
than 160 years, the Buf-
falo AKG has collected,
conserved, and exhibited
the art of its time, often
working directly with liv-
ing artists. This tradition
has given rise to one of
the world’s most extraor-
dinary collections of mod-
ern and contemporary
art.

In June 2023, follow-
ing the completion of the
most significant campus
development and expan-
sion project in its history,
the Buffalo AKG opened
anew to the public. The

roject was funded by a
5230 million capital cam-
paign, the largest such
campaign for a cultural
institution in the histo-
ry of Western New York,
including $195 million
raised for construction
and $35 million in addi-
tional operating endow-
ment funds.

Kids' Maze

L

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Answers on page five.

©2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

Answers on page seven.

rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Shield ‘ | ‘ |

MARRO
vor L |

XELOT
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PIERS

| L

TODAY’S WORD

Shea’s Buffalo Marks 100 Years

Continued on page six.
London. He is also a Fel-
low of the Royal College
of Organists and serves
as Musical Advisor to the
UK’s Cinema Organ Soci-
ety.

The event will also
welcome music and organ
enthusiasts from around
the country visiting Shea’s
as part of the 2026 Ameri-
can Theatre Organ Society
convention with stops this
year in Buffalo, Elmira,
Corning, North Tonawan-
da, Rochester, Rome and
Syracuse, New York.

Shea’s Mighty Wur-
litzer represents virtually
every instrument in a sym-
phony orchestra and con-

o

AS

tains a complete set of per-
cussion stops, including a
large xylophone, marimba,
harp, chimes, cymbal, ket-
tle, snare and bass drums,
orchestra bells, plus an
array of sounds that were
traditionally used to ac-
company silent films -
auto horn, boat whistle,
gong, bird whistle, etc.

The concert is a fea-
ture event during Shea’s
Buffalo Theatre’s centen-
nial anniversary. Tickets
are just $15 and available
through Shea’s Box Office
at 650 Main Street or on-
line at: www.sheas.org/
performances/mighty-wur-
litzer-100th-anniversa-
ry-concert.

KameapouUl

Every Door

Dire

st Mall!

darylgallagher@aol.com

Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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NOTICE OF SALE Supreme Court
County of Erie Nationstar Mortgage
LLC, Plaintiff AGAINST Linda M.
Hawkins a/k/a Linda Hawkins if living
and if any be dead, any and all persons
who are spouses, widows, grantees,
mortgagees, lienor, heirs, devisees,
distributees, or successors in interest
of such of the above as may be dead,
and their spouses, heirs, devisees,
distributees and successors in interest,
all of whom and whose names and
places of residences are unknown to
Plaintiff, et al, Defendant Pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
duly entered on May 7, 2026, |, the
undersigned Referee, will sell at public
auction at the Erie County Hall, 92
Franklin Street, in the Closing Room
on the First Floor, Buffalo, NY 14202
on July 15, 2026 at 11:00 AM premises
known as 2087 Niagara Street, Buffalo,
NY 14207. All that certain plot piece
or parcel of land, with the buildings
and improvements erected, situate,
lying and being in the County of Erie,
State of New York, SECTION: 88.24,

LEGAL

BLOCK: 1, LOT: 14. Approximate
amount of judgment is $24,375.74
plus interests and costs. Premises will
be sold subject to provisions of filed
Judgment Index # 803315/2025. This
sale may be subject to the US Dept
of the Treasury's Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network Real Estate
Reporting Rule. In such event, all
purchasers are required to provide the
information needed for proper reporting
in accordance with the terms of sale.
Courtney Donahue Tasner, Referee
FRENKEL LAMBERT WEISMAN &
GORDON LLP 53 Gibson Street Bay
Shore, NY 11706 01-101377-F00 901
81 27

SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY
OF ERIE Index No.:
807145/2024 SECOND SUPPLE-
MENTAL SUMMONS Mortgaged
Premises: 242 15th Street, Buf-
falo, NY 14213 WEST COAST
SERVICING, INC., Plaintiff,
-against- SALINA FIGUEROA

HELP WANTED

Comphance Specintist; Buiffale Homecare Inc. {Bufaka,
NY); FT podlion. Ensyre thet the homecare sgency
operates in accordance w! federnl, siate, & lecal
regylationn Mondor Intermel  processes &
documeniatinn to ensure campllmnce w/ healthcars,
empkiyment, & Hoenaing lswa Asalnts in developing &

related datm v maregement Conducts syditn &
Investigations af aperational proceduyren i Identify
PP & rmecomnex] ioprovemenia  Msdnisdn
lmlfﬂﬂy:fha-ltmm:lmrdmmtprﬂdﬂﬂ
extzrnal snditors ar regulatory agencles an req'd Must
bhave bachelnr's In mansgement, legal stydles or related
Aeld. Salary: $52107/yr. Emsdl remgme o
pry@homecsmebyfala com
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Kids' Maze Solution o

— |
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Puzzle on page two.

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Armor; 2. Extol
3. Stein; 4. Spire

Today’s Word
ESTIMATES

Puzzle on page four.

AKA SELENA MARI FIGUEROA,
ERIC FIGUEROA, CINDY EAR-
LEY, JOSE FIGUEROA, JR., THE
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JOSE
DAVID FIGUEROA, STATE OF
NEW YORK DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION & FINANCE, PEO-
PLE OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK, CHIEF CLERK OF THE
CITY COURT OF BUFFALO,
ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT
OF SOCIAL SERVICES, SHER-
MAN ACQUISITION L.P., and
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE,
Defendants. TO THE ABOVE-
NAMED DEFENDANTS(S): YOU
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and
required to appear by serving
an answer to the annexed Com-
plaint upon Plaintiff’'s attorney, at
the address stated below, within
twenty (20) days after service
of this summons, exclusive of
the day of service (or within thir-
ty (30) days after the service is
complete if this Summons is not
personally delivered to you with-
in the State of New York); and in
the case of your failure to appear
or answer, judgment will be taken
against you for the relief demand-
ed in the Complaint, together with
the costs of this action. NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME: If you do not
respond to this summons and
complaint by serving a copy of
the answer on the attorney for the
mortgage company who filed this
foreclosure proceeding against
you and filing the answer with the
court, a default judgment may be
entered and you can lose your
home. Speak to an attorney or
go to the court where your case
is pending for further information
on how to answer the summons
and protect your property. Send-
ing a payment to your mortgage
company will not stop this fore-
closure action. YOU MUST RE-
SPOND BY SERVING A COPY
OF THE ANSWER ON THE AT-
TORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND
FILING THE ANSWER WITH
THE COURT. The foregoing sec-
ond supplemental summons is
served upon you by publication
pursuant to an amended order of
the Hon. Edward A. Pace, a Jus-

FOR RENT

Alffordable, Comfortable
Independent Living!

Live in Trier Waoods, a peaccful
55+ apartment community on
The Brothers of Mercy Wellneas

Campus in Clarence.

Rent as fow ar 800 a month,
incliding wrrlicies, cable & interwer!

716-759-2122

tice of the Supreme Court of the
State of New York, Erie County,
granted on the 18th day of June
2026, and filed with the Second
Amended Complaint and other
papers in the office of the County
Clerk of Erie County. The object
of this action is to foreclose a
mortgage encumbering the prem-
ises described below, executed
by Jose David Figueroa to Banc
One Financial Services of New
York, Inc., to secure the sum of
$46,651.68, and recorded in the
Erie County Clerk’s Office on Au-
gust 20, 1999 under Book 12851
Page 9264. Said premises being
known as and by 242 15th Street,
Buffalo, NY 14213, and known
on the Tax Map of the County of
Erie as Section 99.51 Block 4 Lot
10, which is more fully described
in the Schedule “A” attached to
the Second Amended Complaint.
Michal Falkowski, Esq. 28-07
Jackson Avenue, 5th Floor, Long
Island City, NY 11101 Phone:
212-390-8872 Email: mfalkow-
ski@rflegal.net  Attorneys for
Plaintiff 29

The members of the Buffalo Board of
Education are reviewing resumes for
the vacant North District seat.
Persons interested in applying should
send or deliver a letter of notification
with attached biography, resume, or
vitae. This information should be sent
to:

Buffalo Board of Education,

Attn: Sydney Neasman,

Board Clerk

801 City Hall

Buffalo, New York 14202

Letter must be time stamped and re-
ceived by 4pm on Monday, July 13,
2026. The information may also be
e-mailed, by the deadline, to: sneas-
man@buffaloschools.org

Qualifications include the following:
A citizen of the United States

A qualified voter of Buffalo City
School District

A resident of Buffalo for at least three
(3) years

No felony convictions

A resident of the sub-district (North
District) for at least one year prior to
appointment

Other qualifications listed in Educa-
tion Law 2553 27

TO PLACE YOUR

LEGALAD

IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET

CALL 632-0808

GAMES

1. Rita Moreno. 2. September. 3. The
magnetosphere, an invisible magnetic
bubble generated inside the Earth. 4.
Paddy’s Pub. 5. Vermont. 6. Frank and
Joe. 7. A person who speaks several

languages. 8. Basil. 9. The lungs. 10. Seoul.

— King Crossword —
Answers
Solution time: 21 mins.
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Puzzle on page three.

ASSOCIATED WITH
INDEPENDENCE DAY
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Puzzle on palge thP

—— Weekly SUDOKU _ _

Answer
5(7|3|2(9|6|8|4 |1
8(4|9|1|3|7|5|2|6
6(1|2|5(8(4|3|7|9
113|8|9(4|2|6|5|7
219|786 /5|13 |4
4|5|/6(3|7/1|2|9|8
9(2|4|6|5(8|7|1|3
7/8|5|14(1|3|9|/6|2
3|6(1|7(2|9|4|/8|5

Puzzle on page three.

Thank you for
patronizing our

ADVERTISERS

SHOP LOCAL!

TO PLACE YOUR
SHOP AD

IN THE BUFFALO ROCKET

CALL 632-0808

JOHNNY'S
MEATS

1191 HERTEL AVENUE

Business Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm,
Saturday 7 am- 5 pm

876-2500

www.johnnysmeats.com

VOTED BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
—BUFFALO SPREE
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S Q WE ARE ALWAYS
WELCOMING

sqhairsalon.com NEW TALENT

VOTED

- BEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE IN WNY
~BUFFALO SPREE
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MEAT SPECIALS DELI & OTHER SPECIALS

2625 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo NY 14216 APPOINTMENTS

RECOMMENDED
716 876.6393

CALL FOR DETAILS
DT‘F ] =

]
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8ahlen's Firecracker Hot N' Spicy Qlab Extra Large

SHERIDAN-DELAWARE PLAZA
1754 Sheridan Drive ¢ Buffalo, NY 14223

S74-4600

g/(/ bvams ¥ Conlacls % Eye (“/Afu(
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

Hot Dogs Bacon || Eggs
$5.99 .b $5.89..|/$1.50 o..

. . Frozen
BTE « C ty C * D Vi * Eye Med
Spectera .or'r:I?;m- yVST:'re- Cori‘:\l'\sunlii;;oglue -yeUniiera Boneles gklnless ChICken COOked
n(‘ﬂ-!{/’ k{,ﬁf"’-i el /j’r' .fl:’oz'f'(‘/-(sﬂ.; ’hﬁf-f-’(' Fyzr'.w /_'72(' .%{:;/ ’ Cthken Breas*s POf Ples

Shrimp
i $2.99.. $8.99.. (1$8.99 ..

DRIVE CAREFULLY Fresh $120 MEAT J| 150 MEAT
Chicken Wings PACKAGE [ PACKAGE

D‘ 1. AWRENCE 6-8 oz. Sirloin 6-8 oz. Sirloin
$ I 9 9 Ib Gteaks Steaks
GINN ANE o N 4 Ibs. Ground Chuck | |® Ilbs- Ground Chuck
FUNERAL HOME 3o s || Pk Sovs
Frozen Pork Sausage | | oy " opicken Thighs
. . 5 Ibs. Chicken Thighs 4 Ibs. Chicken Breasts
A Name to Know, A Name to Trust. Chicken Fmgers 4 bbs. Halian 4 bs, Helian Sausege
o Traditional Funerals & Cremation Funerals $ 3 Iﬁ:u:ﬁens 3 :E Porl;lIRoasf
« Advance of Need Planning 29 ° 95 5 Ib. bag Hot Dogs 8 Hifsl)aogzns
o Medicaid Funeral Trust Accounts

Visit - www.ginnanefuneralhome.com

O%fmélg (T "
ity gty visit us online! www.huffaluruckat.cum
3215 Delaware Ave. .
Kenmore, NY 14217 Del“’erY
(716) 873-4774 1 lchiggfll

15645 HERTEL AVENUE & 836-541 1
awvoucaner SPAGHETTI! AL L s INELATION,

(KORONA ] EW ELRY WITH 2 LITER SODA (TUES ONLY)
~ Lab Grown Diamonds f,’f',("',?’:::?ﬁv - $5 . 00 $38.00 B

£y B\ Same Quality, FISH FRY THROWBACK THURSDAY || 2 SMALL CHEESE PIZZAS
$  More Sustainable, ALL DAY EVERY DAY LARGE CHEESE PIZZA & 20 WINGS $95.00

More Affordable. 2099 || e
Check out our website: www.bobandjohns.com v

Che Wellington b= *

KGI‘&}:Irli-"i._]C‘-.-\.’Ch‘}".E'.DITI 1541 HERTEL AVENUE + 833-9899 o WELLINGTONPUB.COM
1588 Hertel Ave. B — Voted BUFFALD'S BEST

ol FULL MENU
B uﬁalo, NY UAPC$3M420PDEA()TIEEE AVAILABLE FOR

I rtvoi
716—834—4'?55 Call for Reservations SEp'}q‘{ERvAlﬁlﬁEvAv TAKE OUT




